
 

  
 

Prayer is the opening of ourselves  

to the presence of God  

within and around us. 

 

Be Still 
  

You do not have to look for anything, 

 Just look . 

You do not have to listen for specific sounds, 

 Just listen . 

You do not have to accomplish anything, 

 Just be . 
 

And in the looking 

And the listening 

And the being 

    Find 

          Me .    Ann Lewin 

 

This leaflet has been created by the Pastoral Resource Group, which meets 

regularly to co-ordinate these activities and the pastoral needs of the 

parish.  
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PRAYER AT ST JAMES 

Prayer is at the heart of our church community; 

whether silent or spoken, on our own or with 

others, in church or elsewhere. 

We believe and have experienced that this is how 

we receive grace, strength and the healing love of 

God as well as support and care from each other. 

There are many opportunities for you to take part in 

the prayer life of St James, both as a recipient and 

as a giver of prayer: 

 

PRAYER IN OUR COMMUNITY 



HELP US PRAY TOGETHER: 

Intercession List.  This is written on the pew sheet 

every Sunday and will be included in the prayers 

during the service.  Names can be added to the list 

via Revd Simon Chambers 01747 852193 or Andie 

Blows 01747 853088. The names you give us can be 

kept on the list as long as there is the need and it is 

helpful to keep Simon or Andie up to date. 

Prayer Cards.  There are cards in the church in the prayer 

corner for you to request a prayer.  You can write a name 

and if you choose, a reason for the prayer.  These will be 

included during the prayers only in the 7pm communion 

service on Thursday evenings and need to be renewed 

weekly. 

The Prayer Circle has a list of those who have asked for 

private prayer support. Contact Andie Blows 

01747 853088 if you would like to use this form of prayer 

or for more information.  It helps those who are praying 

to have a name and to know something about the person 

for whom they are praying but this can be discussed with 

Andie. Members of the prayer circle are asked to keep the 

names and any details confidential. 

Open Prayer Meetings in church.  The word ‘Open’ means 

that everyone is welcome to come.  These are times of 

quiet prayer together, some of the time in silence; we can 

choose to light a candle for anyone for whom we have 

asked for prayer. Those who come to this informal time find 

that praying together is often a very special experience.  

The meetings are at 9.30am on the second Friday of the 

month in St James 

“Prayer of intercession at its simplest is thinking of 
           something or someone in the presence of God” 
          Rowan Williams 

. 

 

Abbey School Prayer Partners. St James has strong links 

with The Abbey Primary School and each class has a 

supportive friend from the congregation of St James and St 

John who joins the monthly school service in church and can 

join the class in Collective Worship at school. For more 

details contact Jan Wilson 01747 855585. 

The Labyrinth.  The fourteen stations in the churchyard 

display reflective meditations, based on the Christian and 

seasonal calendar; challenging pieces of text, poetry and 

prayer from great poets, comforting texts from the Celtic and 

other spiritual traditions, as well as contemporary material, 

are there to trigger thought and prayer. When words can’t 

help, there are pictures to focus the eye. Link Philippa Forrest 

01747 812365 

       “ Sometimes when we cannot pray,  
    a prayer utters itself ”        C A Duffy 

Reflective Prayer Evenings.  These are held on the first Tuesday 

evening of the month and the venue and content will vary according to 

who is leading it on any particular evening.  These evenings are often 

times of silent reflection together in between some readings and often, 

recorded music.  They run from 7pm to 8pm.  For details contact Jenny 

Webb 01747 850931. All Welcome. 

 

Prayer: The still centre at the Heart of Love 

 

 

 

The Church is open daily for private prayer. 


