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The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few:  
pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would 

send forth labourers into his harvest.
                                                                     LUKE 10: 2 (KJV)
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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                                                         The Revd Kirsty Clarke
                                                          01747 852193                            kirsty@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                                                        The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

  Helen, Kirsty and Pam  have Friday  as their day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 
5 Gold Hill, 

Shaftesbury  SP7 8JW

 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd         keyring@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 Tel. 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 01747 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

‘God speaks in the silence of the heart.
Listening is the beginning of prayer.’

~ Mother Teresa ~

I’ve been thinking a lot about silence just lately. Not everyone likes silence – I love it 
and yearn for it, probably because there has been much noise around over several 
months what with building work next door, the cutting down of the dead trees in 
the vicarage garden, other trees and hedges being pollarded and trimmed nearby, 
helicopters above and sometimes quite heavy traffic on the road. All these are noises 
that can’t be helped and are part of the life of a village or any community. But I do often 
long for silence! 

We are a society on the go – waking to alarms, rising to music, TV or social media 
as we kick-start our day. Bright lights obliterate the stars, smog diffuses the sun. I’m 
constantly amazed by how many people you see wearing earphones as they go about 
everyday things, disconnected from the world around them by whatever they’re 
listening to. Surrounded by buildings, noise, light there is a tendency for us to lose sight 
of our place in the universe. 

Thomas Merton, Trappist monk and one of the 20th century’s great spiritual writers, 
wrote that ‘the world of men has forgotten the joys of silence, the peace of solitude, which 
is necessary, to some extent, for the fullness of human living. Man cannot be happy for 
long unless he is in contact with the springs of spiritual life which are hidden in the depths 
of his own soul. If man is exiled constantly from his own home, locked out of his spiritual 
solitude, he ceases to be a true person’. I do wonder whether so much of the things we 
find difficult – our problems of relationship with each other and with our world and 
environment, our constant need to have fulfilment now, our attachment to material 
things, the anger that seems to pervade so much in our society  – don’t perhaps stem in 
some way from this loss of silence. It’s like a missing link in our society. As Merton says, 
we have lost the ability to hear our own inner voices – lost the link to our true inner 
selves.

Merton calls us to be in silence and solitude so that we might hear that inner voice. 
There are few among us that would not admit that all of God’s creatures are looking for 
spiritual peace. Such peace is very elusive in our society. There are a great many people 
now who identify as spiritual but not religious. Have we, the ‘religious’, somehow 
become separated from the spiritual? Have we failed to seek and listen to that inner 
voice – the voice of God in our lives and our relationships – so that we are looked upon 
with some kind of suspicion that we are not truly spiritual and cannot help those who 
are searching for spiritual meaning?

Merton strongly urges us to discover our inner selves. He calls our inner self our ‘home,’ 
and implies that we are locking ourselves out of our own homes, out of a true and 
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fruitful relationship with God. 

Yes, silence is a luxury in our busy world, but it is something we cannot do without 
if we are to fulfil our destiny as spiritual beings in relationship with each other and 
with God.

With every blessing,

Thoughts from The Close

The following is an article written by the Bishop of Salisbury and first published in the 
Friends of Salisbury Cathedral’s annual report Spire.

The shock of seeing Paris’s Notre Dame Cathedral on fire might cause us to ask why the 
fire had so much of an impact in secular and anti-clerical France and across Europe and 
the wider world. Notre Dame was so much more than an iconic building in the middle 
of one of the world’s great cities. Great religious buildings represent our beliefs and 
values to us. It is easy to become idolatrous about buildings but at its best, Notre Dame, 
Salisbury Cathedral, any church, is a place where we find ourselves in relation to God 
and one another and all creation. Here God is among us.  

To see such an important symbol burn shakes us at a time of les gilets jaunes, or anxiety 
about Brexit and the political processes falling apart, or the climate emergency in 
which we are not sure whether we have so mucked things up that our selfishness and 
greed has already damaged the earth for our children’s children. We fear it is all going 
up in smoke.  

Actually, most people know that the Church holds something important for the world 
in these difficult times. That’s why the fabric needs repairing quickly. The building is 
about our beliefs and values based on our relationships with God and one another.  

If Notre Dame, our cathedral in Salisbury or any church is a beacon of hope what are 
the sorts of beliefs and values the building represents? Here is the sort of things based 
on our encounter with God in Jesus Christ that I have been thinking about recently that 
say what any cathedral or church represents to the world around.  
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Love God and love your neighbour as yourself. I am not the centre of my own story. 
Don’t forget that everyone is our neighbour. Churches are among the very few places 
in our community that exist not for themselves but for others. So people can gather 
across all sorts of divisions. Our purpose is worship and loving service so that God’s 
kingdom of justice, peace and love is seen to be very near.  

· Love begins at home but it does not stop at home. What we learn in our family, 
community, country, teaches us to love more generally. The world does not divide 
between people who live somewhere and those who could live anywhere. Love 
everywhere has to begin somewhere. That’s why patriotism matters. Love of country 
teaches us love of world. Charity begins at home but does not stop at home. And so on. 

· As church we are local and global. If we choose to, we have the capacity to live as 
people who know what is happening in our world and not be overwhelmed by it, but 
by the grace of God respond creatively to it. 

· Be reverent with creation. Use it well. Give thanks for everything. This is a fragile earth, 
love the gift God has given us and take good care of it both for itself alone and for the 
sake of others, including those who come after us.  

· Be kind to and about one another and recognise the importance of forgiveness in your 
own and other people’s lives. Be generous because God has been generous to you. 

· In this world of alternative facts it is difficult to know the truth, but be a people who 
are about the truth and are willing to be accountable to it because we know the truth 
will set us free.  

You might want to add to my suggestions.  All I know is that at this particular time 
we need to be able to report why Christianity matters and is important not just to 
ourselves but for the sake of the world. Without some such account churches would be 
vacuous and they are not.

The Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam, Bishop of Salisbury.
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St Peter’s

The Friends of St Peter’s: Chairman’s report to the AGM held in the church on 18th 
June
I am pleased to report another year of continued support for the fabric and use of the 
church of St Peter’s as one of the oldest community buildings in the town. 
During the year the Trustees have continued with their “low key” policy of not 
mounting any concerted fundraising, but retaining the charity’s capital until it may be 
needed for major renovations or repairs.  
In line with this policy we have continued to receive a steady income from our earlier 
investments, supplemented by donations and the sale of cards and publications at 
the back of the church.  In particular I would like to mention the booklet “Through 
Changing Scenes”, produced by Elizabeth Selwood and the late Kate Harrison in 2014. 
In my opinion this is one of the best publications giving a general history of our ancient 
town.
As a major enhancement to the church building, we have financed the new crypt 
gate.  This is an important improvement for the security of the building but the oak 
gate is a wonderful example of skilled carpentry and we are grateful to Louis Parker, 
the contractor, for a fine piece of work.  Meanwhile we have continued to support the 
church flower arrangers who provide such inspiring displays for the main festivals of 
the church year. 
Looking to the future, we are exploring ways of encouraging people to leave a legacy 
to our charity and, in discussion with the PCC, we are considering the future of the 
church organ and the heating of the church. 
I am pleased to say that we have recruited one new trustee, Sandra Whiteford, so that 
we now have eight trustees who have contributed to our discussions and researches 
during the year.  I am grateful for their support but am hopeful that we will appoint a 
new chairperson in the current year.
John Parker, acting Chairman

Shaftesbury Fringe festival 2019
St. Peter’s hosted several events in July’s festival, both in the church and the church 
hall. They ranged from concerts to stand-up comedians, and we should give a special 
mention to the concert featuring our own nonagenarian Tony Hawkins which was 
very well received. By all accounts this and the others were well worth hosting and 
the performers appreciated our efforts. Volunteers from St. Peter’s enjoyed uplifting 
performances by stewarding these events and although we had not any previous 
experience, everyone managed with good support from the Fringe team where 
needed, and ensured the venues were used to their best capacity. We have learnt a lot 
this year and next year we will be able to provide a better service, knowing what to 
expect and who to turn to if needed.

Roz Butcher, Church Warden
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Operation Christmas Child
This year the final date for our collection of filled shoe boxes for children is 3rd 
November. Last year our 55 boxes were sent to Liberia, but we have no way of knowing 
whether this year they will be sent to a warm or cold part of the world.
As you may be aware there are other shoe box schemes designed to send Christmas 
gifts to children in deprived areas of the world. What makes this scheme special is 
that it gives children the opportunity to find out about Jesus if they choose to do so. 
After receiving a shoe box gift, children have the opportunity to enroll in “The Greatest 
Journey” – 12 fun and interactive bible lessons, where they get the chance to discover 
who Jesus is and how to begin their own journey of faith. faith.
Once again, to avoid the need to cover shoe boxes in wrapping paper, OCC’s specially 
made boxes will be available at St Peter’s at the end of each main Sunday service from 
1st September at a cost of 50 pence each; flat pack or assembled as you prefer. However 
if you would rather wrap a shoe box, base and lid separate please, these will still be 
happily received.
Please note that there have been some changes to the list of admissible items. Due 
to stringent import regulations toothpaste and sweets can no longer be included in 
boxes. 
Unless it is impossible for you to do so, it is preferable that you pack your own shoe 
box(es) because the importance of the personal link between the giver and the 
recipient cannot be over-emphasised. The children really appreciate the fact that 
someone has taken the trouble to send them a lovely gift, so if you can, do please 
include a photo, a personalised card or a note. 
OCC official leaflets will be available again this year which include the labels to stick on 
the outside of the box. However, I have also revised the more detailed gift suggestion 
list, which I drew up last year. I hope it will make shopping easier. 
Thank you for your support for this great cause.
Elizabeth Selwood

Kirchentag Dortmund 2019

 A chance remark at a retired Clergy Coffee Morning led to me taking part in an 
amazing 5-day event in Germany. Every 2 years The German Evangelical Protestant 
Church holds The Kirchentag in a major German City. This year it was held in Dortmund 
at the eastern end of The Ruhr. There were a large number of venues from Open 
Air services, Concerts, workshops, to talks and debates on current topics. The City 
authorities welcomed us, many businesses had large banners for us and we enjoyed 
free public transport. Everyone wore a Green Scarf with the Slogan for the Event “Was 
fur ein Vertrauen” taken from 2 Kings 18 The question for us and King Hezekiah “ On 
what are you basing this confidence of yours? “  

I found it hard to image an English City of similar size being able to embrace such an 
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event so wholeheartedly.  I stayed with a delightful elderly German couple and enjoyed 
practising my German throughout. Dortmund is for me a very special place as whilst 
stationed there as a soldier in 1970, I found personal faith in Christ. 

There was no doubt in my mind that God’s Spirit was very present in Dortmund and 
what a wonderful witness the event was to its people. 

Chris Wray

Shaftesbury Primary School Fair
St. Peter’s provided a hot drinks tent for the Parent Teacher Association Summer Fair 
on 13thJuly in the school playing fields.  We also served strawberries and cream along 
with fruit but the weather was rather damp (after so many hot days) so we served more 
hot drinks than fruit. However, it was a successful day as we could meet the children, 
parents and teachers in a relaxed setting and enjoy each other’s company. There were 
many attractions to enjoy including the Police, Fire Service, craft activities provided by 
Bell Street Methodist Church and the Shaftesbury Community Choir. A great attraction 
was throwing a wet sponge at the head teacher, who was confined to the stocks. 
Roz Butcher, Foundation Governor

From the Registers
Baptisms: 
14th July  Harry Frank Williamson 
28th July  Marlowe Patrick Hoskins 

 
We welcome them into the Lord’s family

Funerals:
21st June Neville Heterley (Memorial Service)
26th July  Dorothy Willis 
                  May they rest in peace  

Calendar check website and pew sheets for updates

Tuesday 10th              10am: Shaftesbury School service
Saturday 14th               8.30am: Men’s Breakfast
                  6.30pm: Shaftesbury Town Twinning Concert 
Sunday 15th          Sunday market – High Street closed to vehicles

                      3pm:  Christening Celebration Service
Saturday  21st     10.30am:  Doughnut time
Sunday  22nd              3pm:  Band Concert



10

St James’ Church

Flower & Music Festival at St James
We can rejoice that the Flower and Music Festival was a great success due to the hard 
work and dedication of everyone who took part. So much had to be done behind the 
scenes for flowers, for music, publicity and for refreshments. It was eight months in 
planning.  A huge thank you to so many people. We all appreciated the magnificent 
floral displays by St James` ladies and Shaftesbury Flower Group ladies depicting All 
things bright and beautiful. It was very gratifying that the Abbey School children took 
part with “all creatures great and small” and with their named wild flowers in a jam pot, 
for which several prizes were awarded. The interior of St James’ with the flowers which 
came from Covent Garden, was summed up by being called the Garden of Eden of 
Shaftesbury - what a fitting accolade! This was all enhanced by the concerts given by 
Shaftesbury Community Choir, Bournemouth Male Voice choir and the QPM ladies who 
sang Choral Eucharist.
A fitting finale to the Festival weekend was a wonderful organ recital by Chris Mahon. 
Alleluia!!       

Recital at St James by Jonathan Vaughn
Long, sustained and energetic applause greeted Jonathan’s own arrangement of 
Tchaikovsky’s Dance of the Flowers, the final piece in his organ recital at St James on 
Sunday 21st July. His programme comprised a varied collection of music, often with 
the theme of Flowers and Music to continue with our festival celebrations. The many 
styles exploited to the full the variety of sound palettes available on our wonderful 
organ. Throughout, we witnessed a consummate craftsman at work, resulting in a most 
enjoyable recital, delivered with much energy and great skill. About 50 people enjoyed 
the cool of a Sunday afternoon in the church followed by an excellent tea provided by 
the ladies of St James. £251 was raised for the church re-ordering fund.  
 
C.M.M. /P.F.

Pilgrim Service on 11th August   Our theme for this service was ‘Feeling the heat’. 
Pilgrim, backpack on back and staff in hand, is standing in the blazing noonday sun 
with short shadows cast of him and staff. He is wearing a broad-brimmed Aussie hat 
with corks on strings around it to keep the flies away!. In his other hand he holds 
his water-bottle upside down - empty. His face is beaded with sweat. It’s hot both 
physically AND spiritually - he’s got to deal with both kinds! Our next Pilgrim Service 
will be on Sunday 13th October at 6pm. Please join us for this less formal type of service 
which is followed by refreshments and fellowship. There will be no Pilgrim Service 
during September
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during September   

P.C.

Important dates for your diary this month
Sunday 8th at 5pm  - Licensing of Revd Kirsty Clarke as new Team Vicar by the 
Bishop of Sherborne.
Saturday 14th – Dorset Historic Churches ‘Ride & Stride’.
Sunday 22nd at 11am – Blackmore Vale Deanery Eucharist at St Mary’s Church, 
Gillingham, with Guest Preacher, the Archdeacon of Sherborne, Ven. Penny Sayer. All 
are welcome.
Friday 27th at 7.30pm – Presentation by Pen Hadow (see Pg 19)
Sunday 29th September at 6pm – St Michael & All Angels Festal Evensong, St Mary’s 
Church, Sturminster Newton, with a joint choir of singers drawn from local churches, 
including St James’ and St John’s churches in Shaftesbury.

PCC Meeting in September 
This has been changed from 12th to 19th as it was too close to Kirsty’s induction.

Looking further ahead
Friday 18th October at 7.30pm
An Evening with Broadcasters Johnnie and Tiggy Walker
Saturday 19th October – Choral Day with Deborah Radford (see Pg 22)
Sunday 20th October - Harvest Festival Service, time tbc. All Age Worship, with the 
choir of Abbey School
Saturday 30th November – Christmas Fair in the Town Hall
Sunday 1st December at 4.30pm – Christingle Service
Friday 20th December – Carol Service

Christmas Fair
By way of a reminder, although it’s only just autumn! - The Christmas Fair is on Saturday 
November 30th and as the land has been generous with fruit and vegetables this 
year, we hope our jam and chutney makers will feel in the mood to put it to good use 
with the Fair in mind! There will, of course, be many other stalls which will need to 
be supplied with cakes, gifts, Christmas decorations etc. and it’s not too early to start 
thinking about those, too.      S.B.

From the Registers
Baptisms  
Sunday 30th June - Molly Jane Tobin
Sunday 21st July - Fredrick David Botterill  
Thanksgiving Service
Monday 15th July – for the life of Neville Orchard
Burial of Ashes
16th July – Phyllis Harris
20th July – Nigel Cook
Marriage 
Saturday 20th July - Nicholas Grimes and Olivia Creffield. 
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!
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St John’s, Enmore Green

A quiet start to Autumn
There are going to be changes to our service pattern from September so please always 
check on the middle page of your Key Ring. 

Sunday 1 September 11.15am Holy Communion 
(not Evensong)

Wednesday 4 September
10.00am to 12 noon
Coffee morning in the Church Hall
A chance to meet with your neighbours

Sunday 8 September  11.15am Holy Communion

5.00 pm in St. James    
The licensing of our new Vicar Reverend Kirsty Clarke 

Sunday 15 September at 11.15am
Communion Service with our new Vicar

Two Special Forward Dates

Friday 4 October – Harvest Supper
Fish and Chips in the Church Hall
Details to follow

Sunday 6 October – Harvest Festival Evensong 
6.30pm
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PEN HADOW - A PRESENTATION

Explorer, Ocean Advocate & Visionary
 on Friday 27th September at 7.30pm

       at St James’s Church, Shaftesbury

Advancing protection for the North Pole’s wildlife

Pen is a world-leading explorer, having led an array of high-profile marine 
research expeditions and pioneering achievements in the North Pole region, 
he is now dedicated to protecting the Arctic Ocean’s threatened wildlife and 

ecosystem as the sea ice retreats. 

Your generous donations towards our appeal will be very welcome!
Drinks and nibbles

In aid of the Restoration of St James’s East Window 
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

On the third Tuesday of the month at 6.00pm we invite you to Sacred Space, a time of 
silence, reflection, music and prayer to draw close to God and experience stillness and 
peace at the end of the day. The next Sacred Space will be on Tuesday 17th September. 

The Gravellers and Palida will be in concert at St Mary’s at 4.00pm on Sunday 15th 
September in aid of The Friends of North Dorset Refuge. Please look out for posters 
nearer the time. 

There will be a Churchyard Clean-up on Saturday 28th September from 10.00am 
to 12.00, followed by a ‘Thank You’ BBQ in the churchyard. All are welcome to come 
along and have a go at clearing some of our horrid brambles and generally tidying up. 
Please bring any garden implements you think may be useful. Then relax and enjoy the 
BBQ.

Food Bank
Thank you for all the generous donations for the Gillingham Food Bank. The box is 
still in the church for donations of any non-perishable foods. They are particularly in 
need of small jars of coffee, ketchup, brown sauce, tinned potatoes, fruit juice, sponge 
puddings, UHT milk, chocolate and cereal bars. Many thanks.

FROM THE REGISTERS
Baptisms
7th July  Albert-Ray John Chaffey
11th August Alfred James Edward and Florence Elizabeth Anne Gosling
  Rosie Florence Tilly Dray

Marriage
3rd August Bethan Williamson and Thomas Down

SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Sunday   1st   11.15am  Parish Communion (BCP)
Sunday   8th     9.30am  Parish Communion for Pentecost
Sunday 15th     8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
    9.30am  The Gathering
Tuesday 17th    6.00pm  Sacred Space
Sunday 22nd      9.30am  Parish Communion 
Sunday 29th   10.00am  Team Communion at St Peter’s Church, Shaftesbury
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St Mary’s, Compton Abbas

Services in September

Sunday 1st September         8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 15th September   11.15am   Holy Communion with hymns 
Wednesdays                            9.00am   Morning Prayer

Hymns and Pimms
On Saturday 29th July, we met for Hymns and Pimms in the churchyard. The sun 
shone, the Pimms was plentiful and well laced with strawberries, and we sang lots 
of our favourite hymns, old and new. Many thanks to Felicity Goodman, who played 
the keyboard for us, and her husband John, who acted as MC. We were delighted to 
welcome visitors from other churches in the team - and also two visitors from Bristol, 
who pulled into the car park for a rest on their journey home, heard the singing and 
came to join in. 

The Way Forward
The next meeting to pray about the future of our village church will be on Saturday 
21st September at 9.30am. It will be a short, quiet service - no longer than half an hour 
- and everyone is welcome to join us as we try to discern the way forward. 
As part of this process, some members of the PCC recently spent a day visiting other 
rural churches in the area, to learn about how they have been developing their 
churches’ ability to serve their communities. It was a very interesting day and it gave 
us a lot to think about.  

Harvest Festival
This year’s Harvest Festival will be on Sunday 6th October at 6.00pm. It will be 
followed by supper in the Church Hall. Please bring a plate of food to share. Drinks will 
be provided. 

Tea and Stories Picnic
By the time you read this, our Tea and Stories group will have held its summer picnic. 
If you would like to know more about this group for primary age children and their 
parents and carers, contact Gillian Cross (811263). The group usually meets once a 
term, for craft, Bible stories and refreshments. 
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Many thanks to all who helped at the June Barn Dance and to all who came or 
gave prizes and donations. It was a good fun evening and we raised £2,500, 
divided between our churches and Cancer Research UK. One of the many 
highlights was the dance-off between Stephen Stokes and Gary Swanton!
The Team Barn service was also held at Froghole Farm and was a lovely, friendly 
service with shared lunch. A big thank you to Henry and Amy Gill for hosting both 
of these events, and to Michael and Angela Bone for the chairs. 
Congratulations to Martyn and Claire Eastham on their marriage and celebration 
back at their farm. It certainly brought the village to life. Our best wishes go to 
Rita Stranger for a speedy recovery after her operation.

TEAM NEWS

BLACKMORE VALE DEANERY EUCHARIST 
– Sunday 22nd September, 11.00am at St Mary’s 

Church, Gillingham with guest preacher, the 
Archdeacon of Sherborne, Ven. Penny Sayer. 

All are welcome.

Deborah Radford Choral Day 
A Choral Day for SATB (soprano, alto, tenor and bass) 
will be held in St James Church, Foyle Hill, Shaftesbury 

on Saturday 19th October from 9.30am. 
Performance at 5.15 pm.

The cost is £18 (all music provided) and registration to 
Deborah Radford by Saturday 28th September. 

All welcome.
deborahradfordchoraldays@gmail.com

mailto:deborahradfordchoraldays@gmail.com
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in September
1st September          11.15am – Matins (Rodney Atwood) 
8th September          11.15am - Parish Communion (Revd Jeremy Mais)
   5pm – Revd Kirsty Clarke’s Licensing at St James’s
15th September No Service at St Thomas’s
22nd September       11.15am – Parish Communion (Revd Kirsty Clarke)
29thSeptember         10.00am - Team Service at St Peters

TEAM VICAR – THE REVEREND KIRSTY CLARKE
The Revd Kirsty Clarke has been appointed to be Team Vicar in the Shaftesbury Team 
and will be licensed to her new post by the Bishop of Sherborne in a special service at 
5pm on Sunday 8th September in St James’s Church.  

With Kirsty as our new vicar, we would like to enable her to come to both our 
communion services.  To achieve this, we are going to try having all our services 
at 11.15 am.  Starting from September, Matins will be on the first Sunday, with 
Communion on the second and fourth.  It is proposed to have coffee before one of 
the services and to shorten Matins slightly by the omission of one hymn.  Please let a 
member of the PCC know your views as this is for a trial period. 

CHURCHWARDEN AND PCC MEMBERS. 
The PCC are still looking for a second churchwarden to join Jon Dakin.  Also the very 
small PCC would like to acquire new members to help in running the church.  Please 
consider if there is anyone, even an irregular churchgoer, who might be suitable. 

Eve Sarah James and William George Sidford
On 20 July the marriage of Eve Sarah James and William George Sidford was celebrated 
at St Thomas’s by Revd Pam Rink.  We wish them every happiness in their future 
together.

Church Locking
There was a temporary stop to church opening due to squatters occupying the 
premises opposite the church.  Hopefully this situation has been resolved and we will 
resume our unlocking and locking rota.  
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Dates for the Diary

14th September - Dorset Historic Churches Trust Ride and Stride
Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood will once again be taking part in this event and will be 
seeking sponsorship.  Half the funds come to St Thomas’s and half to projects at other 
churches in Dorset.  Please support them.

6th October - St Thomas’s Harvest Festival Flower Arranging
On Saturday 6th October at 10am, the flower arranging team will be decorating 
the church for the Harvest festival.  Gifts of flowers and foliage would be greatly 
appreciated.

Michaelmas

Michaelmas, or the Feast of St Michael and All Angels, is celebrated on 29th 
September every year. As it falls near the equinox, the day is associated with the 
beginning of autumn and the shortening of days; in England, it is one of the “quarter 
days”.

There are traditionally four “quarter days” in a year (Lady Day (25th March), Midsummer 
(24th June), Michaelmas (29th September) and Christmas (25th December)). They 
are spaced three months apart, on religious festivals, usually close to the solstices or 
equinoxes. They were the four dates on which servants were hired, rents due or leases 
begun. It used to be said that harvest had to be completed by Michaelmas, almost like 
the marking of the end of the productive season and the beginning of the new cycle of 
farming. It was the time at which new servants were hired or land was exchanged and 
debts were paid. This is how it came to be for Michaelmas to be the time for electing 
magistrates and also the beginning of legal and university terms.

St Michael is one of the “warrior angels” the Archangel who fought against Satan and 
his evil angels. The numerous representations of Michael in art reflect his character as 
a warrior:  he is usually shown with a sword, and in Revelation we learn of his battle 
with and triumph over a dragon. He is the patron saint of the sea and maritime lands, 
of ships and boatmen, of horses and horsemen.  In medieval times Christians looked to 
Michael for protection during the dark days of winter and Michaelmas used to be when 
the winter night curfew began. Curfew took the form of a tolling of the church bell at 
9pm, usually one strike for each of the days of the month that had passed in the current 
year.

There are numerous churches dedicated to St Michael, the closest to us being St 
Michael the Archangel in Mere.

https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/The-Folklore-Year-September/
https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/The-Folklore-Year-September/
https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/The-Folklore-Year-March/
https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/The-Folklore-Year-June/
https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/The-Folklore-Year-December/
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Island-to-Island trip to the Philippines

Around 20 frighteningly powerful typhoons hit the Philippines every year, destroying 
homes and jobs.  But Christian Aid is helping to give islanders a safer place to call home.

Earlier this year three islanders from the Scillies, Jersey and Guernsey went to the 
Philippines to visit communities supported by CA’s Island-to-Island Appeal.  The appeal 
funds resilience-building projects to help counteract the impact of climate change that 
is affecting livelihoods and increasing the intensity of typhoons.

To date 200 concrete jackstones have been installed on the sea floor, providing a 
habitat for fish and deterring illegal trawlers.  A marine conservation area has been 
established and is patrolled by community volunteers and their new floating guard 
hut.  Having done this, not only have catches increased dramatically but fishing 
communities have felt empowered to protect their waters, diversify their catches and 
improve the lives of their families.

Fuelled by their experiences, our islanders have returned home to share stories of the 
communities they met and to raise money for the next phases of the programme:  
branching out into solar projects, seaweed farming and building more artificial reefs.

CA Harvest Lunch

The Christian Aid Harvest Lunch this year is on Friday 4th October and will be held as 
usual in Shaftesbury Town Hall from noon till 1.30pm.  Everyone is welcome to join 
us for a soup and bread and cheese meal.  All donations will go towards the vitally 
important projects supported by CA and your support is greatly appreciated. Not only 
by the local committee but by many of our brothers and sisters whom you will never 
meet.
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And the Lord your God will 
make you abundantly prosperous 
in all your undertakings, in the 
fruit of your body, in the fruit of 
your livestock, and in the fruit of 
your soil.  
                            DEUTERONOMY 30:  v9


