
 

ST THOMAS’S 
 
TEAM VICAR.  The Revd Kirsty Clarke has been appointed to be Team 
Vicar in the Shaftesbury Team and will be licensed to her new post by the 
Bishop of Sherborne in a special service at 5pm on Sunday 8th September 
in St James’ Church. Do come along to welcome her. Or come to her first 
service at St Thomas’s 11:15 a.m. 22 September. 
 
CHANGE OF SERVICE TIMES: with Kirsty as our new vicar, we would like 
to enable her to come to both our communion services. To achieve this, we 
are going to try having all our services at 11.15 am., starting from 
September. Matins will be on the first Sunday, communion on the second 
and fourth. It is proposed to have coffee before one of the services and to 
shorten Matins slightly by the omission of one hymn. Please let a member of 
the PCC know your views as this is for a trial period. 
 
STUDY GROUP John Fuller is offering a study group on Paula Gooder’s 
excellent book Everyday God. There will be an initial meeting at John’s 
house, 11 Ratcliffe Gardens, on Wednesday 11th September to discuss 
this, with a view to the group meeting in October/November. If you are 
interested in joining the group, please contact John on 850079 
 
SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE: Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood will once 
again be taking part in the Dorset Historic Churches’ Ride and Stride on 14 
September, to raise money for our church and projects at others in Dorset. 
 

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE for those killed or injured on Dorset roads 
at Wimborne Minster on Saturday 21st September at 11am led by Bishop 
Karen and Dorset police chaplains. Everyone welcome. 
 
DEANERY EUCHARIST will be at St Mary’s Gillingham Sunday 22 
September at 11am. Preacher: The Ven Penny Sayer, Archdeacon of 
Sherborne. Followed by a shared lunch (bring your own packed lunch).  
 
PLEASE NOTE: The Team Office is closed for the day on Monday 2nd 
September. 
 
 

For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood 
on 01747 855255 or email: harrietatwood@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

  
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 1st September – 11th Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am Matins 

 

Sunday 8th September – 12th Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am Parish Communion 

5.00pm Licensing Service for Kirsty Clarke at St James’  

 

Sunday 15th September – 13th Sunday after Trinity 

No service at St Thomas’ 

 

 
 



 

Today’s Psalm: 112 

 

Collect  

O God, you declare your almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy and 
pity: mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, that we, running 
the way of your commandments, may receive your gracious promises, and 
be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 

First reading:  Proverbs 25.6-7 
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
   or stand in the place of the great; 
for it is better to be told, ‘Come up here’, 
   than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 

 

Second reading: Hebrews 13.1-8,15,16 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember 
those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who 
are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. Let 
marriage be held in honour by all, and let the marriage bed be kept 
undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free 
from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, 
‘I will never leave you or forsake you.’ So we can say with confidence, 
‘The Lord is my helper; 
   I will not be afraid. 
What can anyone do to me?’ 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider 
the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and for ever. Through him, then, let us 
continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

 

 

 

Gospel reading: Luke 14.1,7-14 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honour, he told them a 
parable. ‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit 
down at the place of honour, in case someone more distinguished than you 
has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you may 
come and say to you, “Give this person your place”, and then in disgrace 
you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and 
sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to 
you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be honoured in the presence of 
all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.’ 

 

He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or 
a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbours, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 
But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the 
blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will 
be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord of all mercy, we your faithful people have celebrated that one true 
sacrifice which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace: by our 
communion keep us firm on the foundation of the gospel and preserve us 
from all sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 


