
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
in and around
SHAFTESBURY

Key Ring        October 2019

Come to God’s own temple, come
Raise the glorious harvest home!



2

The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                                                         The Revd Kirsty Clarke
                                                          01747 855353                          kirsty@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                                                        The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

  Helen, Kirsty and Pam  have Friday  as their day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 
5 Gold Hill, 

Shaftesbury  SP7 8JW

 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd         keyring@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 Tel. 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 01747 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

Poetry and Spirituality

One thing the Shaftesbury Team will soon learn about me is how much I love poetry.  
Ever since I can remember I have revelled in words (although I am a proponent of silence 
as well!)  I enjoy being transported to far-off and imaginary places whether through 
poems, novels, plays, or films, and I still think there is something magical about it.  I am 
rather child-like when I go to the cinema or theatre, and I hope that never changes.  
 
Poetry has the potential to be a tremendous spiritual resource.  One of the most 
powerful ways I express my faith through words is with poetry, both the words of others 
and my own.  There is much poetry in the Bible, with the Psalms being the most famous 
example.  The Christian tradition is likewise awash with poetry and poetic forms of 
writing, from the medieval mystics, to the Anglican Divines of the seventeenth-century, 
and modern day poets and priests such as R. S. Thomas (1913-2000) and Rowan Williams 
(b. 1950).  I have also drawn much comfort and challenge—often more so—from those 
poets who do not call themselves Christian.  For example, I think that there is much of 
faith in the poems of the former Poet Laureate, Carol Ann Duffy (b. 1955), and her poem 
‘Prayer’ is an obvious example of this.  

Some days, although we cannot pray, a prayer 
utters itself. So, a woman will lift 

her head from the sieve of her hands and stare 
at the minims sung by a tree, a sudden gift. 

 
Some nights, although we are faithless, the truth 

enters our hearts, that small familiar pain; 
then a man will stand stock-still, hearing his youth 

in the distant Latin chanting of a train. 
 

Pray for us now.  Grade 1 piano scales 
console the lodger looking out across 

a Midlands town.  Then dusk, and someone calls 
a child’s name as though they named their loss. 

 
Darkness outside.  Inside, the radio’s prayer - 

Rockall.  Malin.  Dogger.  Finisterre.

I am a bit of a Duffy groupie and have heard her at various literary festivals, and I can 
wholeheartedly say that her poems have moved me to laughter and tears just as much 
as a powerful sermon or piece of religious music.  I worry that poetry can sometimes 
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be neglected—people regard it as being difficult (which it can be) or ‘posh’—but for 
me, poetry is not some sort of ‘arty farty’ discourse, but a commentary on life, in all its 
varied aspects and points of view.  It should therefore be available to all and speak for 
everyone.   

Poetry has become an important way to record my journey of faith, becoming a kind 
of ‘spiritual journal.’  By simply dating my poems, I can trace the times in which my 
spiritual growth has been good and when it has been difficult and challenging.  I 
always know when I am struggling the most: when I am not writing at all.  Carol Ann 
Duffy said in an interview that, for her, poetry is akin to prayer because they both speak 
of things that are often unlanguageable in other mediums.  Indeed, I like to think of 
my poetry (as stumbling and fallible as it is) as ‘poem-prayers’ or ‘prayer made visible.’  
Poetry plays an important part in our conversation with God, even—or perhaps most 
importantly—when we are finding it hard to speak.  So, as the nights draw in and 
autumn envelops us, I challenge you to discover a poem, read it anew and see how it 
speaks to you. 

With every blessing,

Kirsty 

Team Retreat 2020

By the time this edition of Key Ring is in circulation, the 2019 Team Retreat will 
have taken place.  We look forward to a report in November’s issue.  But date and 
venue for the 2020 Team Retreat are now confirmed. We will be returning to The 
Greenhouse Christian Centre in Poole from the afternoon of Friday September 18th 
through lunch on Sunday 20th.  The venue worked very well for us last year but 
was not available for our preferred weekend this year, so we will look forward to a 
return visit  - and unlike the rain-soaked 2018 experience we hope that in 2020 the 
weather is kind enough to make the outdoor swimming pool a valued feature of 
the weekend, in addition to the excellent catering and en-suite bedrooms.
Bookings will not be open until early 2020 but expressions of interest can be sent 
to m.a.pattison@gmail.com
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!



6



7

St Peter’s

Children’s Society Quiz
This ever-popular annual event in support of an excellent cause takes place on 
Saturday 12 October this year, 7 for 7.30 in Motcombe Village Hall.  Details will have 
been made available elsewhere by the time this magazine is published, but contact 
Karen Dickson if you are interested and have not seen the information.

Operation Christmas Child – Shoeboxes
A reminder that this year’s date for collection of our boxes is Sunday November 3rd.  
If you still need a box or the updated list of recommended/acceptable items, please 
contact Elizabeth Selwood.

From the Registers

Baptisms: 
25th August  Joey Benjamin Hardiman
   Morgan David Jackson 

   We welcome them into the Lord’s family
Funerals:
22nd August  Barbara Thomas 

May she rest in peace  
October Calendar – check website/pew sheets for updates
Thurday  3rd   12noon  Ladies lunch
Sunday  6th     Harvest Lunch in church hall
Saturday  12th   8.30am   Men’s Breakfast

         10am: Fire evacuation training for sidespeople
          7 for 7.30pm   Children’s Society Quiz, Motcombe Village Hall
Saturday 19th  10.30am  Doughnut Time
Tuesday 22nd   7.30pm  Sing & Praise
Sunday   27th         3pm  Christening Celebration Service



8

St James’ Church

Licensing of Revd Kirsty Clarke
On Sunday evening, 8th September we gathered in St James’ to welcome and take part 
in the licensing of our new team vicar, Revd Kirsty Clarke. Kirsty will have the care of St 
James’, St John’s and St Thomas, Melbury. A large congregation, drawn from across the 
Team and the local community, from Leominster, where Kirsty served as curate, and her 
family and friends, witnessed the inspiring licensing ceremony, conducted by Rt Revd 
Karen Gorham, the Bishop of Sherborne, assisted by Ven Penny Sayer, our Archdeacon 
and Revd Pam Rink, assistant Rural Dean.
Licensing is an impressive ceremony, with much symbolism reminding us of the 
multiple responsibilities of a vicar and our role as lay people. The Bishop preached a 
memorable sermon referring to our calling as Christians to serve and support not only 
one another, but those in need of our love and acceptance who are outside the church, 
many of whom are rejected by our society.
It was a joyous occasion as we welcomed Kirsty, supported by Jo and Matthew, to her 
Ministry here with us. 
After the service we adjourned to Abbey School where excellent refreshments were 
enjoyed by all, with a good opportunity to catch up with friends from across the Team 
and further afield.   
 E.P./D.P.

Abbey School
Term began on 2nd September with the Governors’ lunch for the staff, which is a much 
appreciated event. The first Governors’ meeting of the new academic year is on 18 
September.
New staff have been recruited following the retirement of Mrs Wells, there are some 
internal moves and all are settling well. Works carried out during the school holiday 
were completed apart from new windows for year 4 where (I understand) there was a 
problem with getting the right frames, but this should be done at half term, or even 
possibly over a weekend.
There is still a vacancy for a Governor nominated by St James PCC; the person does not 
have to be a member of the PCC or of St James’s but should be a member of one of the 
churches affiliated to Churches Together in Shaftesbury.    
D.P.
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Dates for your diary this month
Sunday 13th at 6pm - Pilgrim Service  
Friday 18th October at 7.30pm
An Evening with Broadcasters Johnnie and Tiggy Walker
Saturday 19th October – Choral Day with Deborah Radford 
Sunday 20th October - Harvest Festival Service, time tbc. All Age Worship, with the 
choir of Abbey School
Saturday 30th November at 10am – Christmas Fair in Town Hall
Sunday 1st December at 4.30pm – Christingle Service
Friday 20th December – Carol Service

Christmas Fair Saturday 20th November
Another reminder about the Christmas Fair – it will be here before we know it! The 
Christmas Fair is on Saturday November 30th and as the land has been generous with 
fruit and vegetables this year, we hope our jam and chutney makers will feel in the 
mood to put it to good use with the Fair in mind! There will, of course, be many other 
stalls which will need to be supplied with cakes, gifts, Christmas decorations etc. and 
it’s not too early to start thinking about those, too.       
S.B. 

Friday 18th October at 7.30pm
An Evening with Broadcaster Johnnie Walker

Ably assisted by his wife Tiggy, Johnnie will talk about his fascinating career, from DJ on 
the pirate ship Radio Caroline 

in 1966 to popular broadcaster on BBC Radio, 
where he now broadcasts regularly on Radio 2

Drinks and nibbles

Retiring collection in aid of St James’s East Window
______________________________________________________

From the Registers

Baptisms  
Sunday 8th September – Ruby Danielle Goddard and Olly Jack Drewitt  

Marriage 
Saturday 21st September – Emma Skinner and Andrew Schendel

Funerals
Friday 30th August - Margaret Cooper
Wednesday 18th September - Edward Jacson
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

Our Harvest Service will be on Sunday 6th October at 9.30am. Please bring gifts of 
fruit and vegetables and non-perishable foods. All will be donated to the North Dorset 
Women’s Refuge and the Gillingham Food Bank.

On the third Tuesday of the month at 6.00pm we invite you to Sacred Space, a time of 
silence, reflection, music and prayer to draw close to God and experience stillness and 
peace at the end of the day. The next Sacred Space will be on Tuesday 22nd October 
(not 15th). 

Blackmore Vale Deanery Quiet Day is to be held on Saturday 26th October, 10am 
to 4pm at St Mary’s School, Shaftesbury. It will be led by Gill and Alan MacIntosh TSSF 
(members of the Franciscan Third Order) and the theme will be Time: to pause, reflect, 
pray. The day will cost £10 per person. Please bring a packed lunch and a cup. 
To book contact secretarybvdeanery@gmail.com

Food Bank
Thank you for all the generous donations for the Gillingham Food Bank. The box is 
still in the church for donations of any non-perishable foods. They are particularly in 
need of small jars of coffee, ketchup, brown sauce, tinned potatoes, fruit juice, sponge 
puddings, UHT milk, chocolate and cereal bars. Many thanks.

FROM THE REGISTERS

Baptisms
1st September Jacob James Down

Marriage
14th September Gary Swanton and Vanessa Trim

Funeral
16th September Malcolm Brian Hayward
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SERVICES IN OCTOBER

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Sunday    6th        9.30am  Harvest Festival Communion 
Sunday 13th        9.30am  Parish Communion 
Wednesday  16th     11.00am                   Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange
Sunday 20th         8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
         9.30am  Morning Worship
Tuesday  22nd          6.00pm  Sacred Space
Sunday    27th                9.30am  Parish Communion 

NOVEMBER

Saturday  2nd       7.00pm  Service of Remembrance for All Souls
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St John’s, Enmore Green
        
Wednesday 2 October  
Coffee morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12 noon
Bring and Buy plus homemade cakes
Pop in whenever you can. 

Friday October 4 
Harvest Supper 
Something different this year as we will be offering a Fish and Chip Supper or a choice 
of Chicken or Vegetarian Burger.  Puddings and coffee to follow. Soft drinks provided; 
bring your own wine if you wish.
6.30 for 7.00pm. in the Church   Price £8.00 
Please ring Jo Churchill on 01747 850432 if you would like to book a place. 

Sunday October 6 6.30pm
Harvest Festival Service – an opportunity to give thanks for our wonderful countryside.

Wednesday October 16 
Tea and Memories in the Church Hall. 
2.30pm to 5.00pm. Come and share memories of Enmore Green over tea and cake. 
Bring any memorabilia that might interest others or stimulate discussion.  For transport 
ring Elizabeth 01747 850654. 

Friday October 25  
In Search of Shangri La
A special Talk and Presentation by David Grierson. Suitable music will be playing and 
there will be objects for you to admire.
6.30pm for 7.00pm in the Church.  
Coffee/Tea will be served on your arrival. 
£8.00 Reserved seats in the Nave.   £6.00 Seats in the West Gallery
Tickets available from The Tourist Office, Shaftesbury or ring Jo Churchill. 

Advance Notice 

Monday November 11 – Remembrance Day
10.50am at the Enmore Green War Memorial 
Tea/coffee in the Church Hall following this short service.
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St Mary’s, Compton Abbas

Services in October 
Sunday   6th October   6.00pm Harvest Festival 
Sunday 20th October 11.15am Holy Communion with hymns 
Wednesdays     9.00 am Morning Prayer

Harvest Festival 
Our Harvest Festival this year will be on Sunday 6th October, at 6pm. During the service, 
there will be a chance to contribute items of food for Gillingham Food Bank. At the 
moment, they are particularly in need of  coffee (small jars), savoury treats such as 
ketchup and brown sauce, long life fruit juice, sponge puddings, tinned potatoes and 
chocolate and muesli bars. 
After the service, at about 6.45pm, there will be a shared supper in the Church Hall. 
Please bring a plate of food to share. Drinks will be provided.  
 Please note that the Harvest Festival will be our only service at St Mary’s on 6th 
October. It replaces our normal first Sunday service of Holy Communion at 8am. 

Broken tombstones  
Work is continuing, slowly but surely, on plans to deal with the tombstones which were 
broken by a falling tree. We have applied to the diocese for permission to work on the 
stones and we will take the matter forward as soon as we can. If one of your family 
tombstones is involved and you would like more information, please contact the PCC 
Secretary, Gillian Cross (01747 811263), who will be able to update you.

Prayers for the church’s future 
We continue to think and pray about the role of our church in the village. On the third 
Saturday of each month, until the end of April, there is a chance to meet in church for a 
short, quiet service – with a lot of silence - to help us discern the way forward. The next 
three dates are:

Saturday 19th October – 9.30am 
Saturday 16th November – 9.30am 
Saturday 21st December – 9.30am (date of this one tbc)

Everyone is welcome to come and join us.

Report on the PCC Day Out 
As part of our thinking about the church’s future, some members of our PCC visited 
other rural churches in the area, to see how they have approached modernising their 
buildings and making them more accessible and useful to their local communities. If 
you would like to know what we learned, contact Gillian Cross (gillian@gilliancross.
co.uk) and ask for a report on the visits. 

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

Tea and Chat
The Tea and Chat in October will be held on Wednesday 16th at Manor Meadow, West 
Orchard, home of Phil and Rita Stranger from 2.30-3.30pm

Golf Day Wednesday 7th August A huge thankyou to all who supported the day as 
sponsors, players, donating raffle prizes, producing the delicious food, serving, setting 
up and clearing Manston Hall. Special thanks to John Stranger and Alan Roberts for 
organising the day. The day raised over £1585 which will be split equally between The 
Alzheimer’s Society and our Churches.

Christmas Coffee Morning with Christmas Gift and Goodies Stall, Raffle, 
Refreshments.
Please start thinking about items that might sell. I think it may also be Mince Pie time! 
Venue and date will be confirmed next month

Harvest Festival at St Lukes 6th October
We will decorate the church on Saturday 5th from 10.00 in the morning. Please come 
along and help, bringing flowers, autumn leaves, fruits and berries. Help much 
appreciated

Date for our Diaries

Special Services 
6 October         11.15am  Harvest Festival    at West Orchard
10 November 10.50am  Remembrance Sunday    at Margaret Marsh
22 December  11.15am    Carol Service      at West Orchard
25 December  11.15am  Christmas Communion     at Margaret Marsh

Regular Services at St Margarets
First Sunday of the month  11.15am  Parish Communion (BPC)
Third Sunday of the month  11.15am  Matins
Fourth Sunday of the month            11.15am  Matins

Services at St Luke’s
First Sunday of the month  6.30pm  Evening Praise  
Second Sunday of the month        11.15am  Morning Prayer October/Parish    
      Communion
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in October

6th October      11.15am    Harvest Festival & Parish Communion (Kirsty Clarke)
11th October      8.30am   Church Breakfast
13th October   11.15am   Parish Communion (Revd Kirsty Clarke)
20th October     No Service at St Thomas’s 
27th October    11.15am   Parish Communion (Revd Kirsty Clarke)

Welcome to Kirsty Clarke
We are very happy to welcome Revd Kirsty Clarke as our new vicar. At her licensing 
at St James’s on 8th September, St Thomas’s as one of her three churches was well 
represented.  Alan Kirkham read a lesson and welcomed Kirsty on behalf of Churches 
Together.  Jess Crichton welcomed her for the Preservation Society.  Gwenda Porter 
said the intercessions.  Churchwarden Jon Dakin presented her with a church key 
and Rodney Atwood with a bible.  Other members of St Thomas’s were there in 
support.  In the Bell Tower, David Wheeler our Tower Captain, Kate Smith and Rodney 
Attwood joined the St James’s team in ringing the bells.

Dorset Historic Churches Trust Ride and Stride
Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood will hopefully be cycling many miles and visiting a 
lot of churches on 14th September.  We wait to hear how far they cycle.  They warmly 
thank all those who sponsored them and appreciate their generosity.  

Harvest Festival Smartie Pots
In keeping with a Melbury tradition, Smartie Pots will be given to the congregation 
at Harvest Festival on 6th October.  Those receiving them are meant to enjoy the 
chocolate and then fill the empty pots with coins.  These are to be returned to the 
church at our Christmas services in support of two chosen charities, one local and one 
further afield.

Dates for your Diary

Sunday 6th October 12.30 for 1 pm - Harvest Lunch
Please join Melbury Abbas and Cann Millennium Group for a Hearty Harvest Lunch on 
Sunday 6th October at 12.30 for 1.00 pm in the Village Hall. The bar will be open.  There 
will be cottage pie followed by a chocolate sponge and cream.  Yum!  We need to know 
numbers, so please book your tickets now from Hannah Kay on 07967 009353 or email:
hannah_kay@rocketmail.com

mailto:hannah_kay@rocketmail.com
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10th November Remembrance Sunday
Revd Kirsty Clarke will be taking the service with Rodney Attwood.  The service will start 
at 10.45am.

Saturday, 16th November at 10.30 am
St Thomas’s Preservation Society will be holding an Autumn Sale and Coffee Morning in 
the Village Hall starting at 10.30am.  Please put the date in your diary and look out for 
more details in the November Key Ring.

Edward Jacson 1938 – 2019

Edward and Sara came to Melbury from Motcombe Vicarage after their search for 
a property (which could become a small conference retreat centre) ended with the 
finding of Grove Farm House.  Over the past 32 years the property and water gardens 
have been transformed and thousands of guests have spent time there. 

Bob Breach writes:

‘Edward s death is a loss to us all.  I had the greatest admiration for Edward’s courage 
and strength in the face of many illnesses during which I often went to see him, 
sometimes with Nic Griffin. We had many deep discussions about the Scriptures and 
faith. He always spoke with great clarity, gentleness and insight.  Our talking was not 
always of these things but also of the difficulty of putting ships into bottles.  He was a 
dab hand at that. He struggled against ill health, never complained and smiled.  He had 
a lucidity of thought and gentle persistence in his Faith.’ 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Sara and Tamsin.
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Sunday October 20th  
2019   

11 - 3 pm

Shaftesbury Trinity Centre Hall, Bimport, Shaftesbury,   
Dorset SP7 8BW

Telephone: 07840 037828

Free Admission | Goodie Bag | Lots of exhibitors |  
Free Fizz | Canapês | Bridal Show | Live Entertainment | Competitions  

with a chance to win a Bridal Bouquet and Mother of the Bride Hat

Trinity Tower will be open on the day.

Wedding Fair
The Shaftesbury Team is taking part 
in a Wedding Fair at The Trinity Trust 
Centre in Shaftesbury on Sunday 20 

October from 11.00am to 3.00pm.  As 
we did for the 2018 Gillingham and 

Shaftesbury Show, we will be showing 
details of every church in the Team 
as well as handing out an updated 

version of our Team leafl et covering 
Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals.  

If you have members in your 
congregations starting to plan their 
wedding do invite them to visit the 
Trinity Centre – admission free.  A 

bonus is that the Trinity Tower will be 
open to the public as well. 
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The Shaftesbury 
Committee since 

1952

Earlier Children’s Society notes have referred to the Society’s major projects in cities to 
counter the effects of drug dealing gangs exploiting young people in country towns 
as drug carriers, known as ‘County Lines’.  A recent Society publication, ‘Counting Lives’ 
provides a concise summary of the problem.  It points out that despite a decrease in 
police stop and search activity, there has been a very significant increase in arrests of 
young people for possession with intent to supply. The total far exceeds arrests for 
possession for personal use among the same age group.  This age group is mainly 14 to 
17 but has included children as young as 7 or 8.

The report highlights the varying responses among agencies from law enforcement, 
national and local government agencies and children’s charities.  Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, the main effort is in reaction to the problem while a properly 
coordinated safeguarding response would help young people avoid entrapment and 
exploitation.

With the number of children being taken into care increasing each year, the problem 
is not going to go away.  With so many other issues taking up the Government’s time, 
it’s just as well that charities like The Children’s Society are ensuring that sympathetic 
Members of Parliament are made aware of the extent of child exploitation taking place 
on our doorstep.  Please help by supporting The Society’s work.  For details see: http://
childrenssociety.org or contact Chris Jones on 01747 850791.

P.S.  The Shaftesbury Committee’s annual Quiz Night will be held in Motcombe 
Memorial Hall on Saturday 12 October, starting at 7.30pm (and guaranteed to end 
at 10pm!).  At £10pp with a two course supper with coffee, it is always popular.  Why 
not attend as an individual or six strong team?  Tickets from Karen Dickson on 01747 
855343.

http://childrenssociety.org/
http://childrenssociety.org/
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CA Harvest Lunch

The Christian Aid Harvest Lunch this year is on Friday 4th October and will be held as 
usual in Shaftesbury Town Hall from noon till 1.30pm.  Everyone is welcome to join 
us for a soup and bread and cheese meal.  All donations will go towards the vitally 
important projects supported by CA and your support is greatly appreciated, not only 
by the local committee but by many of our brothers and sisters whom you will never 
meet.

Who was St Luke?

As we hold out the hope, however tenuous, of a spell of balmy weather in mid-October 
for what is known as St Luke’s Little Summer, it is worth giving thought to St Luke 
whose feast day is 18th October. 

He is believed to have come from Antioch in Syria, was a practising physician and one 
of the first converts to Christianity. The literary style of his writings and the range of his 
vocabulary show him to have been an educated man.

He accompanied St Paul on a considerable part of his missionary journey and was his 
companion while in prison in Rome on two different occasions.  His account of these 
events, contained in the Acts of the Apostles, is first-hand history.  

Luke’s Gospel is, for me, the most accessible of the four, containing as it does most of 
what we know about the early life of Christ and some of Jesus’ most moving parables, 
like those of the Lost Sheep, the Prodigal Son and the Good Samaritan.

Little is known of Luke’s later life but, according to St Jerome, he died in Achaia (Greece) 
at the age of 84.  The church venerates him as a martyr though it is not known whether 
he actually died a martyr’s death.

In our own Team St Luke’s Church in West Orchard is dedicated to him.
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COPY DEADLINE FOR 
THE NOVEMBER 2019 
ISSUE IS FRIDAY 11th 

OCTOBER AT 5PM



The sea yields up its harvest

Detail from “The Miraculous Draft of Fishes”
Cartoon by Raphael (1483-1520)


