
 

 
ST THOMAS’ 

 
We welcome Revd Kirsty Clarke to her first service at St Thomas’s. 
 
CHANGE OF SERVICE TIMES: with Kirsty as our new vicar, we would like 
to enable her to come to both our communion services. To achieve this, we 
are going to try having all our services at 11.15 am., starting from 
September. Matins will be on the first Sunday, communion on the second 
and fourth. It is proposed to have coffee before one of the services and to 
shorten Matins slightly by the omission of one hymn. Please let a member of 
the PCC know your views as this is for a trial period. 
 
CYCLING FOR DORSET: Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood covered twenty-
seven miles and reached twenty-one churches on Saturday, 14th 
September.  They are very grateful for sponsorship from many generous 
people and hope to report on the total raised at the end of the month.  Half 
comes back to St Thomas’s and half helps the Dorset Historic Churches 
Trust support projects in Dorset churches. 
 
 PRESENTATION BY PEN HADDOW - world-leading explorer, ocean         
advocate and  visionary. Friday 27th September at 7.30pm in St James; 
Church. Drinks and nibbles available - your generous donations will be   
welcome! Do come along. 
 
BLACKMORE VALE DEANERY QUIET DAY is to be held on Saturday 
26th October, 10am to 4pm at the beautiful house, chapel and grounds of St 
Mary’s School, Shaftesbury. Led by  Gill and Alan MacIntosh (members of 
the Franciscan Third Order) and the theme will be Time: to pause, reflect, 
pray. The day will cost £10 per person. Please bring a packed lunch and a 
cup. To book your place please contact secretarybvdeanery@gmail.com 
 
Please note time and date of HARVEST FESTIVAL on the front of the 
pewsheet and invite friends. 
 

For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood 
on 01747 855255 or email: harrietatwood@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

  
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 22nd September – 14th Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 29th September – St Michael & All Angels 

10.00am Team Service at St Peter’s, Shaftesbury 

 

Sunday 6th October – Harvest Festival  

11.15am Harvest Festival Communion 
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Collect  

Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living way into 
your presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship you in 
spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

First reading:  Amos 8.4-7 
Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
   and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 
saying, ‘When will the new moon be over 
   so that we may sell grain; 
and the sabbath, 
   so that we may offer wheat for sale? 
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
   and practise deceit with false balances, 
buying the poor for silver 
   and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
   and selling the sweepings of the wheat.’ 
 
The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 

 

Second reading: 1 Timothy 2.1-7 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings should be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in 
high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God 
and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom 
for all —this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald 
and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the 
Gentiles in faith and truth. 

 

Gospel reading: Luke 16.1-13 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a 
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering 

his property. So he summoned him and said to him, “What is this that I hear 
about you? Give me an account of your management, because you cannot 
be my manager any longer.” Then the manager said to himself, “What will I 
do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong 
enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, 
when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their 
homes.” So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, 
“How much do you owe my master?” He answered, “A hundred jugs of olive 
oil.” He said to him, “Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” Then 
he asked another, “And how much do you owe?” He replied, “A hundred 
containers of wheat.” He said to him, “Take your bill and make it eighty.” 
And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their 
own generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may 
welcome you into the eternal homes. 

‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been 
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 
And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give 
you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will 
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord God, the source of truth and love, keep us faithful to the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, united in prayer and the breaking of bread, and one 
in joy and simplicity of heart, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 


