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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                                                         The Revd Kirsty Clarke
                                                          01747 855353                          kirsty@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                                                        The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

  Helen, Kirsty and Pam  have Friday  as their day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 
5 Gold Hill, 

Shaftesbury  SP7 8JW

 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd         keyring@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 Tel. 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 01747 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

Pray, love, remember

November is a month for remembering.   As the nights draw in, it’s an opportunity to 
remind ourselves of people and places, of magical moments, to talk with others about 
times past and not allow the memories to fade.  
Remembrance is an old-fashioned word but it’s a good one.  In a letter from St Paul to 
the persecuted church at Philippi he writes - “I thank my God for every remembrance of 
you”. I find a real warmth and sincerity in those words.

A few years ago, I learned of the story behind the laying of the tomb of the unknown 
soldier.   Less well known is the stone close by which marks the memorial to Innocent 
Victims.  It lies outside the great west door of Westminster Abbey and was unveiled by 
HM the Queen.

On 10th October 1998, a group of men and women formed a semi-circle around the 
memorial.  Among them was Anita, who survived Belsen and Auschwitz because she 
was a violinist and could play Brahms and Schubert to the camp commandants.  There 
was Celestin, who lost 23 relatives but who himself survived the genocide of Rwanda.  
And there was Eldin who lost his sight and both hands in the Bosnian war.

Shortly before his death, Jesus called his closest friends around him and instructed 
them with these words: 

“My command is this: Love one another as I have loved you.                                                                         
Greater love has no-one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

On the day of Jesus’ crucifixion, the disciples believed the dream was over, that by 
nailing him on a cross to die, the forces of evil had won.  They were wrong.   His 
resurrection changed everything.

Because we believe that Christ overcame death and all the powers of hell, we can share 
the vision of the prophet Micah: 

“God will judge between many peoples and will settle the disputes of nations far and 
wide. They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war 
anymore. Every man will sit under his own vine and under his own fig tree and no-one 
will make them afraid, for the LORD Almighty has spoken”.

Christ Jesus calls us to do everything we can to turn this vision into reality, and that is a 
challenge which involves us all.  A friend sent me this prayer from Guerillas of Grace – 
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“Help me to believe in beginnings,
to make a beginning, to be a beginning, 

so that I may not just grow old,
but grow new each day of this wild, amazing life

you call me to live with the passion of Jesus Christ”.

I want to shout a loud YES, YES, YES every time I say this prayer!  How about you?

 Jeremy Mais 

Team News

Team Retreat 2020
We are delighted to announce that the Revd Kirsty Clarke will lead our 2020 Retreat, 
booked for 18-20 September at The Greenhouse Christian Centre, Poole.  More 
information and the booking form will appear in a future issue of Key Ring, but 
expressions of interest are being taken now,  preferably by email to m.a.pattison@
gmail.com or phone 01747 852017
  

St James’ Christmas Fair Saturday November 30th
With Christmas fast approaching this will be an opportunity to start stocking up with all 
manner of essentials. Homemade cakes and savouries to pop into the freezer, jams and 
chutneys which would make an attractive combination for a miniature hamper, and 
then there are gifts and stocking fillers, Christmas decorations and much more. Have 
fun on the Tombola stall and/or see if you can get lucky on the raffle!  Our catering 
team will be happy to provide refreshment in the way of bacon or vegetarian baps and 
tea or coffee to tempt the appetite.  Doors will open at 10am.

Team Service Collection

The collection at the Team service at St Peter’s on Sunday 29th September amounted to 
£226.20 of which £170.00 was gift aided. A cheque for £268.70 has been sent to ZANE 
(Zimbabwe A National Emergency).

mailto:m.a.pattison@gmail.com
mailto:m.a.pattison@gmail.com
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!
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St Peter’s 

That’s progress 
When I was a young lad I spent some time labouring on a farm. The work was often 
strenuous, sometimes boring and constantly out of doors whatever the weather. 
What was always good was the comradeship and support of my fellow workers as we 
worked away at what the seasons demanded. At harvest time when the corn was cut 
it was team work for long hours in the burning sun, following the binder to stack up 
the sheaves, loading those sheaves onto the horse drawn cart, pitching them up onto 
the growing corn stack and finally thatching the circular roof to keep out the weather 
until threshing time. In the winter when the threshing machine arrived, we all had to 
set to again feeding the sheaves into the machine, baling up the straw and humping 
the great heavy sacks of grain to await transport to the granary. I only experienced all 
this once because in the following year the farm moved into the modern age and the 
corn was cut with a contractor’s combine harvester. The machine turned up one day, 
thrashed its way up and down the fields and then trundled off to the next job. Not 
much team work just a wave from the driver and the job was done. 
My farming example is far from unique. Throughout our economy and the world, 
mechanisation and robotics are replacing repetitive work, mostly for the good but 
often at the expense of social interactions. This trend has now impacted on the 
monthly task of compiling Key Ring. Usually on a Wednesday afternoon, a group of 
volunteers would assemble in the St John’s Parish Room down in Enmore Green. All 
the separate printed sheets would be laid out on a long table and the ladies would 
walk round and round picking up the sheets in the precise order so that they could be 
passed to the men. They packed them neatly, banged in the two central staples and 
folded them flat to make the magazine you pick up from your church. Rather labour 
intensive, but always a pleasant hour or so of meeting and chat. 
All of that is past history. The copier in the parish room now does the job automatically. 
Mary will be pleased that she doesn’t have to round up the volunteers. The staplers 
won’t be sorry to miss the stiff shoulder on the morning after, but, most of all, I will miss 
the gentle amble down to the hall and the warm feeling of working together as a team 
to meet a common aim and getting a good job done. 
John Parker 

    From the Registers

From the Registers

Baptisms
15th September   Olivia Winter Forward, Jesse Barney Snow 
                                                              We welcome them into the Lord’s family
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Calendar Selected items from the online calendar; watch pew sheets for later updates

Sunday         3rd            4pm              A Time to Remember
Saturday      9th       8.30am              Men’s Breakfast
Sunday       10th    11.15am              Remembrance Sunday Service
Thursday   14th            7pm              C3 productions present Herbert Chappell’s “Daniel                  
                                                               Jazz” together with hits from previous shows. (time tbc)
Saturday   16th     10.30am              Doughnut Time
Sunday      24th                     3pm              Christening Celebration Service
Tuesday     26th          10am              Joint Primary Schools Carol Singing

                       7pm              Sing and Praise (note earlier time, for last session                

                                    
before winter recess)

A cat died and went to Heaven. 
God met her at the Pearly Gates, patted her on the head and said, “You have been 
a good cat for these 40 years. Anything that you want is yours for the asking.” 
The cat thought for a minute and replied, “All my life I have lived on a farm and 
slept on hard wooden floors. I would like a real fluffy pillow to sleep on.” 
God said, “Say no more.” Instantly the cat had a huge, fluffy pillow. 
A few days later, six mice were killed in an accident, and they all went to heaven 
together. 
God met them at the gates of Heaven with the same offer He made to the cat. 
The mice said, “Well, all our lives we’ve had to run from dogs, cats and even 
people with brooms. If we could just have some little roller skates, we’d never have 
to run again.” 
God said, “It is done!” All the mice had beautiful little roller skates. 

About a week later, God decided to check on the cat. He found her sound asleep 
on her fluffy pillow. 
God gently awakened the cat and asked, “Is everything okay? How have you been 
doing? Are you happy?” 
The cat replied, “Oh, I’ve never been so happy in my life! My pillow is so fluffy, and 
those little meals-on-wheels you’ve been sending over here are delicious!”
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St James’ Church

The Pen Hadow Presentation on Friday 27th September was thoroughly enjoyed 
by about 70 people and raised the sum of £450 towards the restoration of our East 
Window.  Thanks to all who helped in any way and special thanks to Robin Miller who 
kindly used his screen, projector and laptop, and operated the slides.     
J.L.

The Feast of St Michael and All Angels
Thirteen singers from St James’ and St John’s joined forces with other choirs in North 
Dorset on Sunday 29th September to sing a Festal Choral Evensong to celebrate The 
Feast of St. Michael and All Angels. The choir of 35 singers sang the canticles to the 
setting of Stanford in C; some fine ensemble, robust and vibrant sounds here. There 
followed an anthem written especially for Saints` Days, namely, “Give us the Wings 
of Faith” by Ernest Bullock, which was given a sensitive and moving reading, vividly 
delineating the many and contrasting textures. 
     A service with such fine music proved a fitting offering with which to celebrate this 
important day in the church`s calendar.  
C.M.

Abbey School
The ‘Open the Book’ team continues to work with the school to produce lively Bible 
story playlets. The children enjoy taking part in these. The latest was Jonah the Groaner, 
and the lesson that it’s not about escaping from inside a whale but rather that you 
shouldn’t run away from things you’ve been asked to do!  A plan has been drawn up 
for the year - more volunteers are always welcome. We are delighted that Revd Kirsty is 
very enthusiastic. 
     At the first Governors’ meeting we heard of the progress with children, school fabric 
and staff, which are all going well.  There are exciting plans for school services for Harvest 
Festival and Christmas - rapidly approaching.  
B.B.

Pilgrim Service on Sunday 13th October, on the theme of ‘Course Correction’.  
We saw Pilgrim, helmsman on his family ship, navigating the ocean of life. Astern, the 
ship’s wake has taken a large change of direction. Pilgrim’s Captain has decided that 
this is needed – maybe to avoid something that Pilgrim himself cannot yet see, and so 
bring him safely to the ‘haven where he would be.’
When we realise that we do not have total control over our destiny, then we often listen 
to the one we have found who does!
Our next Pilgrim Service is on Sunday 10th November at 6pm and we hope many will 
join us for this more informal type of service which is followed by refreshments and 
fellowship.
P.C.
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St. John’s, Enmore Green

November   3  11.15am  Parish Communion
November 10  11.15am  Parish Communion 
November 17  11.15am  Parish Communion
November 24  11.15am  Family Service 

Wednesday 6 November – Coffee Morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12 noon 
All Welcome 

Monday 11 November – Remembrance Day
10.50am
Enmore Green War Memorial
Coffee in the Church Hall following this short service 

Forward Date:
Wednesday 4 December
Christmas Coffee Morning – more cakes, more gifts!
10.am to 12 noon in the Church Hall 

EATING IN THE FIFTIES

Pasta had not been invented. It was macaroni or spaghetti.
A take-away was a mathematical problem

Pizza? Sounds like a leaning tower somewhere.

All crisps were plain.
Oil was for lubricating, fat was for cooking.

Tea was made in a teapot using tea leaves and never green.

Fish didn’t have fingers in those days.
None of us had heard of yoghurt.

Healthy food consisted of anything edible.
Cooking outside was called camping.

Seaweed was not a recognised food.
Prunes were medicinal.

Surprisingly muesli was readily available. It was called cattle feed.

Pineapples came in chunks in a tin; we had only ever seen a picture of a real one.
Water came out of the tap. If someone had suggested bottling it and charging more than 

petrol for it, they would have become a laughing stock.
The only thing we never ever had on/at our table in the fifties … was elbows, hats and cell 

phones.
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance for All Souls, Saturday 2nd November 
at 7.00pm This will be a quiet, reflective service of prayers, readings and hymns where 
we will have space and time to remember those who have died, especially those 
whose funerals were held in our churches throughout the Team or taken by our clergy 
elsewhere over the last year. Everyone is welcome from across the Shaftesbury area and 
the outlying villages. 

Remembrance Sunday, 10th November. Our service will begin at 10.00am in St 
Mary’s Church. We will present flags, colours and wreaths in church, followed by the 
service. At 10.50am we will process to the War Memorial for the Act of Remembrance 
and the Silence. This service gives us an opportunity to look back with gratitude for the 
sacrifice made by so many in war, and to reflect on eternal themes of faith, hope, love 
and peace. 

The next Sacred Space will be held in St Mary’s on Tuesday 19th November at 6.00pm.  
Do join us for a time of silence, reflection, music and prayer to draw close to God and 
experience stillness and peace at the end of the day. 

Churchyard Clean-up—Many thanks to those who came to help with the churchyard 
clear up. It has really made a huge difference. Thank you! If there’s anyone who felt 
able to help us on a more regular basis we’d be very grateful. Please contact one of the 
churchwardens.

Daniel Jazz 

A new production takes place in St. Mary’s, Motcombe on Saturday 16th November 
Don’t miss this opportunity! The Daniel Jazz is a fun take on the story of Daniel in the 
lions’ den, and will be followed by a selection of numbers from our past productions, 
amongst them Joseph and his Technicolour Dream Coat, Godspell and Rock Nativity. 
The production will be at St. Peter’s, Shaftesbury on Thursday 14th  November, 
Gillingham Methodist church on Friday 15th November, and in our own St. Mary’s on 
Saturday 16th. Don’t miss this fun evening of music and a bit of dressing up! Tickets 
available from the village shop ... £10. Proceeds from the Saturday will go to St. Marys 
church.

We will be holding our annual Christingle service at St Mary’s on Sunday 1st December 
at 4.30pm. Do come along to this popular service.
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SERVICES IN NOVEMBER

St Mary’s Church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection. 
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday, and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome. 
Sacred Space is held on the third Tuesday of each month at 6.00pm in church.

Sunday 3rd 9.30am  Holy Communion (BCP)
Sunday 10th         10.00am                  Remembrance Service (see above)
Sunday 17th 8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)

9.30am  Parish Communion
Tuesday 19th 6.00pm  Sacred Space
Sunday 24th 9.30am  Parish Communion

Refugees
They have no need of our help 
So do not tell me 
These haggard faces could belong to you or me 
Should life have dealt a different hand 
We need to see them for who they really are 
Chancers and scroungers 
Layabouts and loungers 
With bombs up their sleeves 
Cut-throats and thieves 
They are not 
Welcome here 
We should make them 
Go back to where they came from 
They cannot 
Share our food 
Share our homes 
Share our countries 
Instead let us 
Build a wall to keep them out 
It is not okay to say 
These are people just like us 
A place should only belong to those who are born there 
Do not be so stupid to think that 
The world can be looked at another way 
 
(now read from bottom to top)

Brian Bilson
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The Meaning is in the Waiting: 

The Poetry of Advent 

 

An opportunity to hear and discuss  
a selection of poetry with Advent themes 

 

Thursday 12th December 

2.00pm 

St. John’s Church, Enmore Green 
 

Wednesday 18th December 

7.00pm 

St. John’s Church, Enmore Green 

Places at each event are limited to 12 
To book contact the Rev’d Kirsty Clarke:  

01747 855353 or kirsty@shaftesburycofe.org.uk 
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` 

Services for the Shaftesbury Team Ministry – November 2019 

 3rd November 
All Saints 

10th November 
Remembrance 

 
 

17th November 
Second Sunday 
before Advent 

 

24th November 
Christ the King 

St Peter’s 

 
9.30am 

Family Service 
 

4.00pm 
A Time to 

Remember 

8.00am  
Communion (BCP) 

9.30am 
Parish Communion  

10.45am 
Remembrance 

Service 

 
 

9.30am 
Parish Communion 

 
9.30am 

Parish Communion 
 

3.00pm 
Celebration 

Christening Service  

St James’ 

 
9.30am 

Parish Communion  

9.30am  
Parish Communion 
followed by Act of 

Remembrance 
 

6.00pm 
Pilgrim Service 

 
9.30am 

Parish Communion 

8.00am 
Communion (BCP) 

 
9.30am 

Parish Communion 

St John’s  
Enmore Green 

11.15am 
Parish Communion 

11.15 
Remembrance 

Service 

11.15am  
Parish Communion 

11.15am 
Family Service 

St Mary’s 
Motcombe 

 
9.30am  

Communion (BCP) 
 

 
10.00am 

Remembrance 
Service 

8.00am  
Communion (BCP) 

 
9.30am 

Parish Communion 

 
9.30am 

Parish Communion 

St Mary’s  
Compton Abbas 

 
8.00am 

Communion (BCP) 

10.55 
Remembrance 

Service 

 
11.15am 

Parish Communion 
 

 

St Thomas’ 
Melbury Abbas 

11.15am 
Matins 

10.45am 
Remembrance 

Service 

 11.15am 
Parish Communion 

St Margaret’s 
Margaret Marsh 

11.15am 
Communion (BCP) 

(Join with West 
Orchard) 

11.15am 
Matins 

11.15am 
Matins 

St Luke’s 
The Orchards 

 6.30pm 
Evening Praise 

10.50am 
Remembrance 

Service 

(Joint with MM) 
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in November 
Sunday   3rd November          8.00am        Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 10th November    10.55am        Remembrance Service  
Sunday 17th November    11.15am        Holy Communion with hymns 
Wednesdays        9.00 am        Morning Prayer

List of broken tombstones  
As you will know from previous issues of Key Ring, some of the gravestones in our 
churchyard were broken by a falling tree. We have permission for them to be repaired, 
but first we need to try and contact the families involved. There is now a list of all the 
broken stones on the Team website. Here is the link:
http://shaftesburycofe.org.uk/broken-gravestones-in-compton-abbas-churchyard/
Please let us know if one of these stones commemorates a member of your family. 
You can do that through the church office, or by emailing the PCC Secretary: gillian@
gilliancross.co.uk

Harvest Festival 
Thank you to everyone who contributed so generously to our collection of items for 
Gillingham Food Bank. Those gifts have been handed in at a collection point and will be 
taken to the Food Bank. 
   As part of the service, Kelly Oakley gave us an account of what kind of year this has 
been for one of our local farms. We continue to pray for a good year for all of them. 
   After the service, we had our Bring and Share Harvest Supper. Thank you to everyone 
who brought food to share and stayed to talk. 

Remembrance Service. 
Our Remembrance Service will start at 10.55am on Saturday 10th November. The whole 
service is in church – because our war memorial is in the side chapel – and, once again, 
silhouettes of those who died in the First World War will form part of our congregation. 
The service also marks the hundredth anniversary of the death of Percy John Brown, 
the soldier whose gravestone is in our churchyard. 

Prayers for the church’s future 
Our next meeting to pray for guidance about our church’s future will be on Saturday 
16th November at 9.30am. We meet in church, for about twenty minutes, and everyone 
is welcome to come and join us.

http://shaftesburycofe.org.uk/broken-gravestones-in-compton-abbas-churchyard/
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Renewing Hope

Rural Ministry Mission Day 
Saturday 14th September 2019—Kingston Maurward College

This was a one day conference to inaugurate the ‘Thrive’ project, which aims to build up 
rural churches. I went with Revd Pam Rink, Gill Wain from Motcombe and Alan Kirkham 
from Melbury Abbas. There were around 200 people, lay and ordained, including all 
three bishops. 
   A range of speakers gave talks and workshops. I attended workshops on ‘Church is 
not just for Sundays’ and ‘Rural Missional Communities’ and had interesting talks with 
various people during coffee and lunch. This report is just a snapshot. Ask one of us if 
you want to know more about the day.

After the opening talks, we were asked for our questions. This was mine. 

“Some of us would love to do the kind of things you’re talking about. But how can we, 
when all of us already have fifteen jobs each?”

The answers from the panel
 
 - “We need to be more grateful to people who work hard to keep our churches open.” 
 - “Sometimes we need to recognise that it’s time for a church to close.” 
 - The story of the church with no congregation. (See below.) 
It was clear that lots of people had asked similar questions to mine.
 
The Best Stories I Heard (you might have chosen different ones)

‘The Church with a Share Count of zero
This church has no one in its congregation. But it lies at the crossroads of two long 
distance footpaths. It’s always open and someone makes sure that there is always a 
flask of coffee and a packet of biscuits inside for passing walkers.  That’s the ministry of 
that particular church.

 
‘The Church that was about to be closed’

The vicar told us that he was literally on the point of applying to have one of his 
churches closed (in a village of around 300 people).  But when he cancelled the 
carol service, there was an outcry.  
   He held a meeting to discover why villagers didn’t come on ordinary Sundays.      
One family went to another church, nine miles away. Others took their children 
to football on Sundays.  
Someone said: “Can’t we have the service on Saturday?”  
     The vicar didn’t know. He asked the Bishop. The Bishop didn’t know—but said, 
“Do it!”      So they started a service at 10am on Saturdays - before people went
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shopping. The first Saturday, forty-five people came.  
 Ten years later, that Saturday service is still going strong.

The Contacts I Made
 
I had a great conversation with Revd Claire Maxim who is the CEO of something 
called Germinate. It has a lot of great online resources and case studies of small 
rural churches which have found different ways to build up their congregations. 

After I asked my question, someone said I should talk to our rural Field Officer, Revd 
Alice Farnhill. I arranged to meet her a week or so later, with another member of our 
PCC. That meeting resulted in a very interesting new idea which we’ll be discussing at 
our next PCC…

The Messages I took away with me

·   Rural churches aren’t all the same.
·   Some churches have had congregations of 6-12 for the last fifty years and they’re still
    going strong.
·   We’re not running an enterprise that has to expand; we’re looking for ways to share
    the love of God and the good news of Jesus Christ with the people around us.
·   We need to talk to people in the village about what they want from our church.
· ‘  Festival churches’ (which have services only at major festivals) aren’t a way of closing
    a church down. They’re about building up from the strongest points.
 
Gillian Cross

Hope springs eternal in the human breast;
Man never is, but always to be blest

ALEXANDER POPE “AN ESSAY ON MAN” 1734
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Wedding Fair
The Shaftesbury Team is taking part 
in a Wedding Fair at The Trinity Trust 
Centre in Shaftesbury on Sunday 20 

October from 11.00am to 3.00pm.  As 
we did for the 2018 Gillingham and 

Shaftesbury Show, we will be showing 
details of every church in the Team 
as well as handing out an updated 

version of our Team leafl et covering 
Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals.  

If you have members in your 
congregations starting to plan their 
wedding do invite them to visit the 
Trinity Centre – admission free.  A 

bonus is that the Trinity Tower will be 
open to the public as well. 



2121
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The Shaftesbury 
Committee since 

1952

What’s Christingle all about?       

Last December, The Children’s Society celebrated its 50th anniversary of involvement 
with Christingle Services in England with a celebratory service in Salisbury Cathedral.  
The sight of hundreds of young children holding lighted candles in decorated oranges 
was impressive and moving as young faces reflected the candlelight.  Over the 
Christmas period so many churches held similar celebrations that well over £1M was 
raised to help vulnerable and disadvantaged children.
The modern Christingle celebrations have grown from the idea of a minister in the 
Moravian Church in Germany in 1747.  The idea was later brought to England but the 
services were not widespread.  In 1974 The Children’s Society adopted the celebrations, 
encouraging Church of England churches by producing aids such as posters and 
individual decorative collecting boxes for use at home.
The Children’s Society Shaftesbury Committee began arranging Christingles in 1981 
and has held services annually.  This year there will be two celebrations, both taking 
place on Sunday 1st December at 4.30pm , one in St James’ and the other in St Mary’s 
Motcombe.
What better way to begin the Christmas season?  Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles 
and Godparents can provide a short but very enjoyable, free treat in aid of the many 
less fortunate children who exist in our society.  The fact that Christingle services have 
been held for over 50 years must surely confirm their popularity.  Look out for the 
posters in November.
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in November

3rd November               11.15am  Matins – (Rodney Atwood) 
10th November            10.45am Remembrance Sunday (Revd Kirsty 

Clarke and Rodney Atwood)
17th November  No service at St Thomas’s
24th November            11.15am  Parish Communion – (Revd Kirsty Clarke)
1st December                11.15am  Matins – Start of Advent
 
Harvest Festival

Melbury Abbas celebrated Harvest Festival in a church that was beautifully decorated 
with flowers and fruit.  Kirsty’s sermon reminded us of the importance of bread in 
sustaining life, very appropriate as we had bread from Cann Mill for our communion.  
(Thanks to Michael and Jo Stoate.)   
The Harvest Service was followed by a wonderful Harvest Lunch in the village hall 
attended by 60 people of all ages and brilliantly organised, cooked, and hosted by the 
Millennium Group.  A huge thank you to everybody who worked so hard to make this a 
very special event.

Smartie pots were distributed, as is traditional, for the chocolate to be eaten and the 
pots to be filled with coins for our Christmas charities.  This year we are supporting 
Hope2Grow, a local charity which helps those with mental disabilities go out to work in 
local gardens, and the Barnabas Fund which gives aid to persecuted Christians all over 
the world.  The Smartie pots are hopefully returned at our Christmas services full of 20p 
coins.  

Cycling for Dorset

Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood covered 27 miles and reached 21 churches on Saturday 
14th September in the Dorset Historic Churches Ride and Stride.  They are very grateful 
for sponsorship from many generous people and will report on the total raised as soon 
as possible.
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Future Dates for your Diary

16th November 10.30am to 12.30

The Preservation Society is holding an Autumn Sale from 10.30 to 12.30 on 
Saturday November 16th in the Village Hall.  It will include gifts, cakes, bric-a-brac, 
books, a raffle and many more stalls.  Come along to browse and then sit and chat in 
our pop-up cafe with home-made cakes.

22nd December            6.30pm   Carol Service 
24 December                     10pm   Midnight Mass 
25 December               11:15am   Family service with communion 

The Reverend John Hathaway 1924 - 2019

The Reverend John Hathaway died peacefully in Leicester Royal Infirmary on 30th 
August.  He was 95 years old.

In 1993 the Reverend John Morris was acting as parish priest to our church and when 
he reduced his activities, his friend John Hathaway took over.  John Hathaway had 
many of the qualities needed for the task.  His faith in Christ was profound and he was 
able to express it clearly.  He conducted services in a plain and positive way and as a 
friend and comforter he was equally good.  He was cheerful, helpful and perceptive of 
others’ needs and appealed to both the young and old with a great sense of humour.  

Ten years later, when Mary Harding took over, John moved to live closer to his son, but 
was always in touch with a lot of the Melbury parishioners and was always remembered 
as one of the ‘Two Johns’.
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