
 

 
ST THOMAS’S 

 
CHANGE OF SERVICE TIMES: to enable our new vicar Kirsty to come to 
both our monthly communion services, we are going to try having all our 
services at 11.15 am.. Matins will be on the first Sunday, communion on the 
second and fourth. It is proposed to have coffee before one of the services 
and to shorten Matins slightly by the omission of one hymn. Please let a 
member of the PCC know your views as this is for a trial period. 
 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY AUTUMN FAIR Saturday 16 November, 10:30 
a.m. to mid-day in the Village Hall. Please put the date in your diary. 
 
CYCLING FOR DORSET: Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood covered twenty-
seven miles and reached twenty-one churches on Saturday, 14th 
September.  They are very grateful for sponsorship from many generous 
people.  Half comes back to St Thomas’s and half helps the Dorset Historic 
Churches Trust support projects in Dorset churches. 
 
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY QUIZ NIGHT The Society’s popular annual quiz 
night takes place in Motcombe Memorial Hall on Saturday12th October, 
starting at 7.30pm. Tickets are £10pp and include a two-course supper with 
coffee, and a raffle with lots of drinkable prizes. Why not make up a team (6) 
or join other individuals in an ad hoc team. Details from Karen Dickson (Tel 
01747 855343). 
 
IN SEARCH OF SHANGRI LA - an illustrated talk on Bhutan by David 
Grierson. Friday 25th October at 7pm in St John’s Church, Enmore Green. 
Tickets £8 (nave) and £6 (gallery), available from Shaftesbury Tourist Office 
or Jo Churchill (01747 850432). Also listen to the music and view some 
beautiful artefacts. Tea & coffee provided. 
 
BLACKMORE VALE DEANERY QUIET DAY is to be held on Saturday 
26th October, 10am to 4pm at the beautiful house, chapel and grounds of St 
Mary’s School, Shaftesbury. Led by  Gill and Alan MacIntosh (members of 
the Franciscan Third Order) and the theme will be Time: to pause, reflect, 
pray. The day will cost £10 per person. Please bring a packed lunch and a 
cup. To book your place please contact secretarybvdeanery@gmail.com 
 
For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood 
on 01747 855255 or email: harrietatwood@hotmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

  
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 6th October – Harvest Festival  

11.15am Harvest Festival Communion 

 

Sunday 13th October – 17th Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am Parish Communion 

(with Bishop Nicholas & Revd Kirsty) 

 

Sunday 20th October – St Luke 

No service at St Thomas’ 
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Collect  

Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness and you give us the 
fruits of the earth in their season: grant that we may use them to your glory, 
for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First reading:  Deuteronomy 26.1-11 

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as 
an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take 
some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the 
land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket 
and go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his 
name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, 
‘Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the 
Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.’ When the priest takes the basket 
from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you 
shall make this response before the Lord your God: ‘A wandering Aramean 
was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few 
in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When 
the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labour 
on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our 
voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought 
us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying 
display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this 
place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I 
bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.’ You 
shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord 
your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside 
among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has 
given to you and to your house. 

 

Second reading: Revelation 14.14-18 

Then I looked, and there was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was 
one like the Son of Man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp 
sickle in his hand! Another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud 
voice to the one who sat on the cloud, ‘Use your sickle and reap, for the 
hour to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.’ So the 
one who sat on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was 
reaped. 

Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a 
sharp sickle. Then another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has 
authority over fire, and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp 
sickle, ‘Use your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, 
for its grapes are ripe.’ 

 

Gospel reading: John 6.25-35 

When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, 
when did you come here?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you 
are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill 
of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him 
that God the Father has set his seal.’ Then they said to him, ‘What must we 
do to perform the works of God?’ Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of 
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.’ So they said to him, ‘What 
sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? 
What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness; as it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” ’ Then 
Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the 
bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from 
heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world.’ They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’ 

Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never 
be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord of the harvest, with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in 
creation and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom: by your 
grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us and make us 
generous and wise stewards of the good things we enjoy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

 



 

 


