
 

 
ST THOMAS’S 

 
A WARM WELCOME TO BISHOP NICHOLAS. 

 
CHANGE OF SERVICE TIMES: to enable our new vicar Kirsty to come to 
both our monthly communions, all our services will be at 11.15 am..Matins 
will be on the first Sunday, communion on the second and fourth. We are 
trying coffee both before and after services and shortening Matins slightly by 
the omission of one hymn. Please let a member of the PCC know your 
views as this is for a trial period. 

The PRESERVATION SOCIETY is holding an AUTUMN FAIR from 10.30 
to 12.30 on Saturday November 16th in the Village Hall. It will include 
gifts, cakes, bric-a-brac, books, a raffle, many more stalls and a pop-up 
cafe with home-made cakes. Please put the date in your diary and tell 
friends 

CYCLING FOR DORSET: Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood covered twenty-
seven miles and reached twenty-one churches on Saturday, 14th 
September.  They are very grateful for sponsorship from many generous 
people.  Half comes back to St Thomas’s and half helps the Dorset Historic 
Churches Trust support projects in Dorset churches. 
 
WEDDING FAIR: the October Keyring gave details of the Wedding Fair at 
Trinity Centre, Shaftesbury on Sunday 20th October from 11.00am to 
3.00pm. Our Team has a stand there with information on our churches and 
making a wedding day special. Do come along and see us if you can. 
 
IN SEARCH OF SHANGRI LA: an illustrated talk on Bhutan by David 
Grierson. Friday 25th October at 7pm in St John’s Church, Enmore Green. 
Tickets £8 (nave) and £6 (gallery), available from Shaftesbury Tourist Office 
or Jo Churchill (01747 850432). Tea & coffee provided. 
 
BLACKMORE VALE DEANERY QUIET DAY on Saturday 26th October, 
10am to 4pm at  St Mary’s School, Shaftesbury. Led by  Gill and Alan 
MacIntosh (members of the Franciscan Third Order members). The theme 
is Time: to pause, reflect, pray. Cost £10 per person. Please bring a packed 
lunch and a cup. To book please contact secretarybvdeanery@gmail.com 
 
For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood 
on 01747 855255 or email: harrietatwood@hotmail.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

  
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 13th October – 17th Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am Parish Communion 

(with Bishop Nicholas & Revd Kirsty) 

 

Sunday 20th October – St Luke 

No service at St Thomas’ 

 

Sunday 27th October – Bible Sunday 

11.15am Parish Communion 
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Collect  

Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless till 
they find their rest in you: 

pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, and so bring us at last to 
your heavenly city where we shall see you face to face; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

First reading:  2 Kings 5.1-3,7-15c 

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in 
high favour with his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. 
The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. Now the Arameans on 
one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she 
served Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, ‘If only my lord were with the 
prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.’ When the king of 
Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, ‘Am I God, to give death or 
life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and 
see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.’ 

But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his 
clothes, he sent a message to the king, ‘Why have you torn your clothes? Let 
him come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.’ So Naaman 
came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. 
Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, ‘Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, 
and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean.’ But Naaman became 
angry and went away, saying, ‘I thought that for me he would surely come out, 
and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and would wave his hand 
over the spot, and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them, and 
be clean?’ He turned and went away in a rage. But his servants approached 
and said to him, ‘Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something 
difficult, would you not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you 
was, “Wash, and be clean”?’ So he went down and immersed himself seven 
times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was 
restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean. 

Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and 
stood before him and said, ‘Now I know that there is no God in all the earth 
except in Israel; please accept a present from your servant.’ 

 

 

 

Second reading: 2 Timothy 2.8-15 

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is 
my gospel, for which I suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a 
criminal. But the word of God is not chained. Therefore I endure everything for 
the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ 
Jesus, with eternal glory. The saying is sure: 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 

if we endure, we will also reign with him; 

if we deny him, he will also deny us; 

if we are faithless, he remains faithful— 

for he cannot deny himself. 

Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to avoid 
wrangling over words, which does no good but only ruins those who are 
listening. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a 
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth. 

 

Gospel reading: Luke 17.11-19 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria 
and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their 
distance, they called out, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’ When he 
saw them, he said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’ And as 
they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at 
Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, 
‘Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of 
them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?’ Then he 
said to him, ‘Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, and make us 
continually to be given to all good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 


