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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                                                         The Revd Kirsty Clarke
                                                          01747 855353                            kirsty@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                                                        The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

  Helen, Kirsty and Pam  have Friday  as their day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 
5 Gold Hill, 

Shaftesbury  SP7 8JW

 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd         keyring@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 Tel. 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Juliet Bichard             01747 851836
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

Dear Friends

When I picked up my pen to begin writing this, the thought came to me that it is rather 
like this edition of Key Ring. Firstly the old, the past, as we look back on 2019, written 
with a pad and biro, then we move on to 2020, the shining, new unblemished year – 
the future and my fair copy, produced on my laptop and emailed to the editor – the 
new way of doing things.

What of 2019? Well, we said Goodbye to our old friend Simon, off to lead his new team 
of ten parishes, ready to help them into the future, aided by a new level of computer 
literacy. We also said a sad Goodbye to Edward Jacson, at perhaps the most uplifting 
and joyous funeral I have ever attended, celebrating his ultimate healing as he is taken 
home.

Looking forward we think of that shining, unblemished page of the New Year, at this 
moment safely hidden beneath its cover, which will lift on January 1st as we begin our 
new story. What will we write there, new plans, new hopes, new resolutions, a few fears 
perhaps? We will have the opportunity of getting to know our new friend Kirsty Clarke, 
getting to know her understanding of the Christian life, learning to see the world of 
Church through her eyes, so many new things waiting for us to discover there.

Let us begin the New Year with a few resolutions to help look after God’s wonderful 
world. It is easy to think that one’s tiny contribution will make no difference but a 
thousand tiny contributions do make a big change possible. Let’s start this New Year 
with a sense of responsibility, we all know the adage, “For evil to flourish it only needs 
one good man to do nothing”, don’t let that one man or woman be us! We like to 
think that we have invented re-cycling but you have only to look at the North wall in 
St Peter’s to see that that is not the case, so much of the stone and carved niches are 
re-cycled from Shaftesbury Abbey! It is our responsibility to carry on that good work. I 
often feel that if we had to walk a mile to fetch clean water we might treat it with more 
respect, so turning off taps, mending drips and taking smaller baths and showers could 
be our way of shepherding a finite resource.

The wonderful thing about being a Christian is that when we open that cover and look 
at the new page headed 2020, it will be pristine. The cover will close on 2019 so that all 
the blots and smudges we managed to make in that year, are miraculously wiped out in 
the blood of the Lamb – the best eraser ever invented.

The very special season of Christmas is nearly here, please let us cling to the real 
meaning of the festival – the most important birthday that ever happened. Let us 
celebrate with prayers for world peace, action on climate change and an end to 
poverty. I wish you all a happy and peaceful Christmas and a New Year filled with 
exciting ideas about living in and sharing the love of God. I finish by sharing with you 
my favourite Christmas blessing:-
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May the joy of the angels,
The eagerness of the shepherds,
The perseverance of the wise men,
The obedience of Joseph and Mary,
And the peace of the Christ child
Be yours this Christmas;
And may the blessing of God almighty,
The Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost 
be among you and remain with you always.

Wishing you all a merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

Jo Johnson

Mindfulness
 
We hear a lot about Mindfulness these days ; it’s used in business, training courses, 
offered as a help for sufferers of depression or stress, and as a tool to help learn to 
concentrate. But what IS Mindfulness and could it be  helpful to us in our Christian 
progress? 
If someone described the practice of Mindfulness to you, you might well think it some 
kind of escape from the world, sitting quietly either alone or in a group, and focusing 
on one’s breathing. However, it is not relaxation one is after but an alertness, a total 
awareness of being oneself yet connected to all that is. Mindfulness is not a means of 
leaving one’s troubles and preoccupations behind but a way of living with them, facing 
whatever is going on for you here and now, in the present moment  The aim is not to 
ruminate on things nor to try and work them out, to solve or resolve them. No, through 
Mindfulness one seeks to observe and accept oneself and whatever one is coping with 
here and now. This being in the present moment is the essence of Mindfulness, and it 
is this that is so helpful to those of us who seek to meditate and to pray in silence. For 
God IS the present,  Yahweh, meaning “I am” and it is in the present moment that God 
communicates with us, and we can reach out to God. .  A practice that is used so much 
in secular life is also a means of deepening our spiritual lives. Thanks be to God!
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!
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St Peter’s

Christmas Coffee Morning, in church Saturday 7th December 10am to 12noon. Please 
join us for tea, coffee and mince pies. There will also be stalls and a Grand Raffle. For any 
further information call Marigold or Joe on 854672.

Operation Christmas Child
48 shoeboxes were blessed in Church on November 3rd.  They were then added to 
contributions from Father’s House, United Church Bell Street and Motcombe Methodist 
Church to form a total consignment of 156 leaving Shaftesbury.  This year they are 
likely to be on their way to Central Asia, a new destination for OCC.  Thanks to Elizabeth 
Selwood for all her hard work in managing this project on behalf of the congregation.  
We look forward to the feedback from some of the recipients which is always a happy 
feature of this venture.

Key Ring co-ordination
Some of you will have heard the Rector announcing in church on Remembrance 
Sunday that Beverley and I will be spending less time in Shaftesbury after we set out 
late in November for our usual winter stay in the USA. From 2020 we will be switching 
our main base to the USA, where our daughter and family now expect to remain 
through our grandchildren’s school years. We very much appreciated Helen’s generous 
comments.  We will greatly miss our St Peter’s friends, but still plan to be regular 
summer visitors although for a shorter time than over the last decade.  This move 
means I will be even less in touch with what is happening in St Peter’s week by week for 
much of the year. It is therefore time to hand on the role of St Peter’s correspondent for 
Key Ring.  I will be happy to work through a handover period with whoever takes this 
on going forward although this will inevitably be a remote partnership. If you think you 
could help, do please discuss with Helen; or email me to learn more of what is involved.
Michael Pattison

From the Registers
Baptisms: 
27th October  Guy Oliver Samways
3rd November  Lucie Jeanne Honour Rios
     
                                                                                      We welcome them into the Lord’s family

Funerals:
25th October  Wendy Hillier
8th November  Anthony Walker
18th November                  Joan Jeffrey (Thanksgiving Service)
                                                                                   
                                                                                      May they rest in peace
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Calendar

Christmas services at St Peter’s are as follows: 

Saturday 21st December      6.00pm                   Carol Service 
Christmas Eve                         2.30pm & 4.00pm             Crib Services 
Christmas Eve                        11.15pm                                 Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day                          9.30am                                 Family Festival Communion

The Team’s annual Christingle services will be on Sunday 1st December at St James’ and 
Motcombe, both at 4.30pm  

Other events currently in the calendar in addition to the regular service schedule 
include:

Saturday 14 December,  8.30am       Men’s Breakfast
Sunday 22 December,             3pm        Christening Celebration Service
Saturday11 January,            8.30am       Men’s Breakfast
Sunday 26th January,                3pm       Christening Celebration Service

Please check the website or pew sheets for later updates; and note that both Doughnut 
Morning and Sing and Praise are not scheduled in the winter months
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St James’ Church

Johnnie Walker Evening a Huge Success
St James’ Church was packed on Friday 18th October to hear local archaeologist Julian 
Richards in conversation with one of our best loved DJs, Johnnie Walker.
     The veteran broadcaster talked about his long and varied career of more than 50 
years which has taken him from 1960s pirate radio to the comparative respectability 
of BBC Radio 2. The event, which was masterminded by Jeanne, raised the magnificent 
sum of £1,100 towards the appeal for the restoration of St James’ East Window. (Please 
see East Window Appeal on pp 22 and 23.

Abbey School 
The Abbey School enjoyed a busy first half-term of the new academic year, and 
returned on Monday 4th November. I am enjoying getting to know the staff and pupils, 
through collective worship, ‘Open the Book’, and school governance.  I am now going 
into the school for an hour on Monday afternoons, currently listening to reading with 
Year 3.  
     The school came to St. James’ Church for their annual Harvest Festival service on 
Wednesday 16th October. The theme was Harvest as the ‘Big Thank You’, fitting in with 
their work in school this term on thankfulness. On Sunday 20th October the school 
choir joined us for our Harvest Festival. This was a great success, particularly as many 
of the children and parents stayed on after the service, joining us for conversation 
and refreshments. They are coming again for our Christingle service on Sunday 1st 
December at 4.30pm. It is hoped that this is something that could take place once or 
twice a term. I am currently arranging dates with the school.
‘Open the Book’ alternates between the school and the church on a fortnightly basis 
and is much appreciated by the staff and pupils.  Many thanks to Bridgette for all the 
work that she does organising this, and to everyone who volunteers to help.
     There is still a vacancy for a Governor nominated by St James’ PCC; the person does 
not have to be a member of the PCC or of St James’s but should be a member of one 
of the churches affiliated to Churches Together in Shaftesbury. I was at a meeting 
on Tuesday where this was mentioned, and it would be really good if this vacancy 
could be filled; both for the links between the church and the school and also for the 
effectiveness of the governing body.
Kirsty Clarke  
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Worship Review and Candlemas Lunch
You are all warmly invited to a Candlemas bring-and-share lunch followed by a worship 
review meeting on Sunday 2nd February at 1pm at St James’ Church.
 How do we see ourselves as a worshipping community? 
      What do we value and what would we like to change or develop? 
 How can worship help us to be welcoming, inclusive and outward-thinking?
     It’s important that we think about such questions (and you may have more as well) as 
we consider our worshipping life at St James and how we would like to move forward 
in the future. It would be good if we could try new things together, as well as discern 
what we would like to hold on to.
     Please think about how you would like us to be a worshipping community so that 
we can share lots of ideas together when we meet in February. In the meantime, I am 
also available for informal conversations as it would be really good to hear ideas and 
suggestions and to get a sense of where we are with regard to our worship; how we 
would like to give thanks and praise and lament to God.     
Kirsty Clarke

Events Planning Group, towards 2020 – We need your help!
     We need to raise money for the Diocesan Share, tree surgery and the restoration 
of the East window – an estimated cost of £50,000. Some of this will come from your 
existing standing orders etc, but we want to offer enjoyable times as well – music, talks, 
exhibitions etc. What ideas do you have? What would you enjoy?  What would bring 
church and community into closer contact?  Please complete the form at the back of 
the church or email sara@thejacsonfamily.org.uk

Julia’s House Hospice Carols by Candlelight – Wednesday 11th December 7.00pm
Julia’s House has chosen St James’ Church for their annual Carols by Candlelight, 
featuring all your festive favourites, a lively mix of celebrity and family readers, music 
and traditional carols. This year’s special guest reader is well-known author John Le 
Carré.  Following the candlelit concert, guests will be invited to stay on and enjoy 
mulled wine and mince pies.
Tickets costing £15 for adults and £5 for under 16s, are available from Julia’s House 
charity shop, High Street, Shaftesbury or Julia’s House website. 

Dates for your Diary

Sunday 1st December            4.30pm        Christingle Service
Sunday 8th December            6.30pm        Pilgrim Service
Friday 20th December                   7pm        St James’ Carol Service
Tuesday 24th December     11.30pm        Midnight Service (collection for the   
                                                                                Friends’ of St James)
Wednesday 25th December  9.30am       Family Service (collection for HOPE   
                                                                                and Naomi House) 
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

Christingle Service on 1st December at 4.30pm

Christingle is a candle-lit, festive celebration for all the family. The celebration is named 
after the Christingles that are lit during the service. Christingles are made from an 
orange decorated with red tape, sweets and a candle. Each element of a Christingle 
has a special meaning and helps to tell the Christian story. The collection taken at this 
special service is donated to the Children’s Society who support children and young 
people who are in need or difficult circumstances.

The Mere Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 

Invite you to join them for their Annual Carol Service at St Mary’s, Motcombe on Saturday 7th 
December 2019 at 4pm. Following the service there will be refreshments of mulled wine, mince 
pies, biscuits, tea/coffee, and all are most welcome to attend. Proceeds from the collection will be 
divided between St Mary’s Church and Crisis at Christmas.

Motcombe Family Christmas Procession – 15th December at 5.00pm. 

Starting at the Coppleridge we will process with Gus the Donkey through the village to the 
Memorial Hall accompanied by the Shaftesbury Steel Band and Shaftesbury Choir as we sing 
favourite carols along the way. Bring lanterns, candles and torches and wrap up warm. Mince pies 
and mulled wine will welcome us all at the Memorial Hall.

On the third Tuesday of the month at 6.00pm we invite you to Sacred Space. 

A time of silence, reflection, music and prayer to draw close to God and experience 
stillness and peace at the end of the day. December’s Sacred Space will be on Tuesday 
17th December and January’s will be on Tuesday 21st January 

Carols by Candlelight on 22nd December at 6.00pm

This will be a Nine Lessons and Carols Service and will be candlelit. Mulled wine and 
mince pies will be served afterwards. Everyone is welcome – come along to enjoy 
singing those wonderful Christmas Carols.

Crib Service  

As usual this will be on Christmas Eve at 4.00pm. Children are welcome to dress up as 
their favourite Nativity character.

SERVICES AND EVENTS 
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week, except Thursday 26th December. All 
are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.
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DECEMBER

Sunday 1st Dec  11.15am  Parish Communion (BCP)
     4.30pm  Christingle Service
Tuesday 3rd Dec      2.00pm  Prayer Group meet 
Thursday 5th Dec  10.00am  Holy Communion
     2.50pm  School Assembly in church
Saturday 7th Dec     4.00pm  Mere Branch Bellringers’ Carol Service
Sunday 8th Dec    9.30am  Parish Communion
Thursday 12th Dec 10.00am  Holy Communion
Sunday 15th Dec     8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
     9.30am  Morning Worship
Tuesday 17th Dec     6.00pm  Sacred Space
Wednesday 18th Dec 11.00am  Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange
Thursday 19th Dec 10.00am  Holy Communion
     5.30pm  Motcombe School KS1 Carol Service
     6.30pm  Motcombe School KS2 Carol Service
Sunday 22nd Dec     9.30am  Parish Communion
     6.00pm  Carols by Candlelight
Christmas Eve    4.00pm  Crib Service
   11.30pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day    9.30am  Christmas Celebration Communion
NB No Holy Communion on Thursday 26th December
Sunday 29th  Dec   No service at St Mary’s
                                        10.00am  Team Communion at Enmore Green                                                         

JANUARY

Thursday 2nd Jan  10.00am  Holy Communion

Sunday 5th Jan 10.30am  Methodist Covenant Service at  the   
  Methodist Church

   NB No 11.15am service at St Mary’s
Monday 6th Jan    6.00pm  Team Epiphany Service at St Mary’s
Thursday 9th Jan  10.00am  Holy Communion
Sunday 12th Jan      9.30am  Parish Communion
Wednesday 15th Jan 11.00am  Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange
Thursday 16th Jan 10.00am  Holy Communion
Sunday 19th Jan      8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
     9.30am  Service for the Week of Christian Unity 
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Tuesday 21st Jan      6.00pm  Sacred Space
Thursday 23th Jan 10.00am   Holy Communion
Sunday 26th Jan      9.30am  Parish Communion    
 

MOTCOMBE C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Here at Motcombe Primary School, the children have had a great start to the school 
year. Our new reception children have settled in well and the older children are 
enjoying supporting them as their designated ‘Buddies’ and role models.

The pupils have been lucky enough to have enjoyed many exciting learning 
experiences already this term: Key Stage 1 had a visit from the Fire Service, Year 5 
children have attended a scientific ‘Rocket Day’ at St Mary’s school and Year 6 have 
visited Nothe Fort in Weymouth to experience what life was like for evacuees during 
World War 2.

Our sports teams have been celebrating success already this year, with wins in rugby 
tournaments and football matches. Our all-weather track means that running happens 
for all children every day of the year, continuing our healthy school ethos. Because 
of these fantastic achievements, Motcombe Primary School was awarded the Gold 
School Sports Award in October and we hope to continue to thrive in our sporting 
achievements.

Earlier this term, the whole school enjoyed a vibrant Harvest Festival in church. The 
children presented gifts of food for our local food bank and gave thanks through 
prayer, poem and song. We are thoroughly looking forward to our community events in 
church over Christmas to celebrate this special time of year.
If you would like to find out more about our friendly village school, please visit www.
motcombe.dorset.sch.uk

Miss Naomi Kendrick

Vice Principal/Year 6 Class Teacher/ Maths Coordinator

Motcombe CE VA Primary School

http://www.motcombe.dorset.sch.uk
http://www.motcombe.dorset.sch.uk
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The Shaftesbury 
Committee since 

1952

A Successful Campaign

You might have missed a small article, tucked away in the Blackmore Vale Magazine 
a few weeks ago.  It announced that Dorset Council’s Cabinet had agreed that young 
people who have spent time in foster or residential care will be exempt from paying 
council tax until the age of 25 if they live alone.  If they live with someone else they will 
receive a 25% discount.
The decision results from a national campaign by The Children’s Society highlighting 
the difficulties care leavers often encounter without the support networks enjoyed by 
other young people.  Dorset Council is responsible for 225 care leavers aged between 
18 and 25.  It is estimated that 104 of these live in Dorset and are likely to qualify for 
a council tax exemption or discount.  The cost to the council is estimated at around 
£46,500 per year.
Young people leaving care at 18 often find transition to full individual responsibility 
very daunting.  This very practical help will surely make a big difference to young 
people trying to make their way in the world, often without any form of family back-up.

If you would like to learn more about the work of The Children’s Society, visit their 
website at www.childrenssociety.org.uk

Don’t forget our local Christingle celebrations this year in St James’, Shaftesbury and St 
Mary’s, Motcombe, both at 4.30pm on Sunday 1 December.

From all of us on the Shaftesbury Committee, we wish you all a very happy Christmas 
and a healthy New Year.
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This beautiful stained-glass East window in the chancel behind the altar, dominates St 
James’ Church, with its wonderful depiction in glowing colours of scenes of the birth, 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
    
With the growth of St James village and the revival of the Christian faith in Victorian 
England, it was decided to build a new church close to the site of the previous ancient 
building, with the Earl of Shaftesbury providing the major part of the funding. It was 
designed by the eminent architect TH Wyatt and consecrated in 1866.
The East Window followed in 1884, replacing a plain glass window and was made 
possible by the generosity of Miss Frances Thomas, a former parishioner. It was 
commissioned from John Richard Clayton and Alfred Bell, two leading Victorian 
designers of stained glass and was designed and made in their studios and workshops 
in Regent Street, London. Their many prestigious commissions included the East 
Window at St George’s Chapel, Windsor, the West Window at King’s College, Cambridge, 
the mosaics at Westminster Cathedral and the Albert Memorial in Hyde Park, and 
internationally, windows for churches and universities in Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand.
    
Clayton and Bell were renowned for the freshness, brilliance and balance of their 
stained-glass windows and the quality of the draughtsmanship. The five lights 
and sixteen tracery pieces of St James‘s East Window in the Decorated style shows 
their mastery of storytelling, in the Biblical narrative of events in the  life, death and 
resurrection of Christ.
    
However, this outstanding example of High Victorian art with Pre-Raphaelite influences 
is now deteriorating. Both the stonework and the leaded glass need extensive specialist 
replacement and restoration, due to water damage under the present secondary 
glazing which is leaking. There are Health and Safety concerns about the risk of 
masonry falling if this remedial work is not done.
According to the estimates received, the work will cost at least £30,000. 
We have raised over £7,000 to date.

What you could do to help   
Please consider making a gift to help. For tax-payers, the tax-relief makes donations 
even more valuable. If you would like to contribute, please contact Barbara Priest at the 
Shaftesbury Team Office, 5, Gold Hill, Shaftesbury, Dorset, SP7 8JW, Tel 01747 853060 or 
email office@shaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Any other ‘re-ordering’ at St James’ is on hold until this major work is funded and 
completed.   
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

Christmas Coffee Morning/Bazaar with Christmas Gifts and Goodies Stall, Cakes, 
Raffle, Refreshments.  Saturday 7th December 10.30am to 12noon at Manor Meadow, 
West Orchard. Extra parking at Lower Breach Farm.
We look forward to seeing you. Still time to bake or donate items for the stalls and 
raffle. Contact Rita on 01258 472331. Happy to receive your donations at any time.

Tea and Chat
The Tea and Chat was held at Margaret Marsh in November thanks to Clare and Matt for 
hosting. The next Tea and Chat will be held on Wednesday 15th January at East Orchard. 
Venue to be confirmed.  Look on your noticeboards

Date for our Diaries
Special Services 
22 December  11.15am      Carol Service  at West Orchard
25 December  11.15am        Christmas Communion at Margaret Marsh

Regular Services at St Margarets
First Sunday of the month         11.15am            Parish Communion (BPC)
Third Sunday of the month       11.15am            Matins
Fourth Sunday of the month    11.15am            Matins

Services at St Luke’s
First Sunday of the month          6.30pm             Evening Praise  
Second Sunday of the month  11.15am            Morning Prayer/Communion

We recently had an electrical fire at our Dairy Farm and we would like to thank all of the 
following for their very good and quick response in the early hours to help make things safe 
and fixed up enough to milk the cows, keep the milk cool and wash through the parlour, etc 
(no mean feat): 
 The Shaftesbury Fire Brigade who were very professional, Owen Brockway 
electricians and team, H.G. Water, SSE, J.M Dairy Services and team, the farmer who kindly 
lent us his generator (ours burnt in the fire). Also, Steve, Brad, Max, Chloe and Lee and our 
family, S.C. Smith & crew, Barbers Cheese Makers for rearranging the milk collection, and 
anyone else involved!
 We feel very lucky to have such good local services and are thankful that it was no 
worse. With sincere thanks and kind regards, 

Philip, Giles and Do Trowbridge.
 
P.S. The cows weren’t fazed at all and just happily chewed their cud through all the 
commotion!
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St John’s, Enmore Green

December 1st  11.15am           Parish Communion
December 8th    3.30pm           Evensong – Book of Common Prayer
December 15th  11.15am            Parish Communion with Bishop Nicholas
December 22nd    3.30pm           Carol Service
December 25th                         8.00am           Parish Communion with carols
December 29th  10.00am            Team Service – Parish Communion 
               Patronal Festival of St. John the Evangelist 

Wednesday 4th December – Advent Coffee morning in the Church Hall (top of Church 
Hill)  10.00am to 12noon 
Bric a brac, homemade cakes, books, and raffle.  Do come along; bring a friend, make a 
friend!

Monday 16th December  – Carol Singing Around Enmore Green
7.00pm – meet at the War Memorial 
Followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
(please note later start because of the Choir Rehearsal for the Carol Service)
All monies raised will go to Weldmar HospiceCare Trust.

Sunday 22nd December  3.30pm   St. John’s Annual Carol Service 
with traditional carols and readings supported by the St. John’s Occasional Singers.
Followed by tea and cakes 

Tuesday  25 December – CHRISTMAS DAY
8.00am,                              Parish Communion with Carols 

Sunday 30th December 
10.00am   Team Service of Holy Communion at which we will celebrate the feast of our 
patron saint, St John the Evangelist.

January 2019 

January 5th  11.15am  Parish Communion 
January 12th    3.30pm  Evensong – Book of Common Prayer
January 19th  10.30am  United Service for WOPFCU 
                                                                                     at Father’s House (Coffee from 10.00am)
January 26th  11.15am  Family Service

Wednesday 1st January
Coffee morning in the Church Hall (top of Church Hill)  10.00am to 12noon 
Do come along; bring a friend, make a friend!
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in December and January

1 December          11:15am       Matins (Rodney Atwood)
6 December                    8.30am           Church breakfast 
8 December          11:15am    (Kirsty Clarke) 
22 December            6.30pm           Carols by Candlelight (Kirsty Clarke) 
24 December                    10pm            Midnight Mass (Kirsty Clarke) 
25 December              11:15am            Family service with Communion  (Kirsty Clarke) 
29 December  No service at St Thomas’s. 
                                    Team Communion at Enmore Green. 

5 January          11:15am     Matins (Rodney Atwood) 
10 January            8.30am            Church Breakfast 
12 January           11:15am            (Jeremy Mais) 
19 January          No service at St Thomas’s. 
                                           10:30am            United Service at Father’s House 
26 January         11:15am           (Kirsty Clarke) 
2 February                    11:15am           Matins  (Rodney Atwood)

On 13 October Bishop Nicholas came to take our service, assisted by Kirsty. We had 
an appreciative audience of goodly size for his interesting sermon, bell-ringing 
beforehand and coffee afterwards.
 
Remembrance Day
On 10 November about forty people came to our service of Remembrance, preceded 
by bell-ringing with the bells half-muffled.  Robert Crichton, Colin Sandbach and Will 
Keneally (on behalf of the Parish Council) laid wreaths at the war memorial lychgate 
and read the names of the fallen.  Although Kirsty could not join us until near the 
end of the service, Rodney Atwood, who started the service read her thoughtful and 
reflective sermon.  It began with a poem by Carol Ann Duffy, the poet laureate, ‘Last 
Post’, imagining the dead soldiers of 1914-1918 rising to new life and returning to their 
families.  The congregation had a feast of poetry. Jean Kirkham read a Shakespearean 
extract from Henry IV Part I on ‘shell shock’ or trauma and Noel Bowman ‘Listen’ by 
Gillian Clarke, a Welsh poet. 
The chestnut tree planted a year ago from a conker from Lijssenhoek Military Cemetery 
in the Ypres salient to commemorate the centenary of the Armistice is growing well.
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Dorset Historic Churches ‘Ride and Stride’. 

Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood raised £849 and once again thank their generous 
sponsors.

We hope the Smartie pots which were distributed will be returned at our Christmas 
services full of 20p coins.  This year we are supporting Hope2Grow, a local charity which 
helps those with mental disabilities go to work in local gardens, and the Barnabas Fund 
which gives aid to persecuted Christians all over the world. 

On 16th November the Preservation Society held an Autumn Sale in the Village Hall 
to provide funds to go towards keeping the fabric of the church in good order. It was a 
sociable village event providing a chance to get together with friends and catch up on 
Village news while stocking up on presents and sharing a cup of coffee and a large slice 
of cake.

Tavy Bradley Watson has edited the St Thomas’s page of Key Ring for the past six years. 
We’re very grateful to Tavy for keeping us informed over that time.
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in December and January 
1st December & 5th January     8.00am      Holy Communion (BCP) 
15th December & 19th January      11.15am      Holy Communion with hymns 
Thursday 19th December     6.00pm      Carol Service 
Christmas Eve    4.00pm      Crib Service and Take Part Nativity                                                                               
Christmas Day                  11.15am       Family Festival Communion 
Wednesdays       9.00 am      Morning Prayer

Tea and Stories 
Shortly before the Crib Service (see below) there will be a Tea and Stories afternoon, 
for children under 11 and their parents and carers. We’ll be singing Christmas songs, 
making crowns for the Three Kings and hearing the story of the journey to Bethlehem. 
The date is not fixed yet, so if you would like to come, watch out for the posters, or 
contact Gillian Cross (811263) or Kelly Oakley (812663)

Carol Service and Christmas Party 
This year’s Carol Service will be held on Thursday 19th December, starting at 6pm. 
Once again, the Compton Abbas Pop Up Choir will be leading the singing. They will be 
rehearsing on Tuesday evenings. If you’re reading this before Tuesday 26th November 
and you would like to sing in the choir, you JUST have time to join if you contact Gillian 
Cross (01747 811263) or David Grierson straight away.
The service will be followed, at about 7pm, by the village Christmas Party, in the Church 
Hall. Everyone is welcome at the party. Please bring a plate of food to share. And if you 
would like to help with decorating the hall beforehand, please talk to Colin McHenry or 
Gillian Cross.

Crib Service 
Come and join us on Christmas Eve as we act out the story of the Nativity. There will be 
a part for everyone who wants to join in. Costumes will be provided and Scrumpy Jack 
the donkey will be with us again, to carry Mary to Bethlehem. 
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Reg. Charity 1184625
Open House was launched in May 2015. The vision for the project came from a desire 
by members of various Churches to help those in Shaftesbury and surrounding villages, 
suffering from the results of poverty or needing practical help with various issues such 
as benefits advice, personal budgeting or finding employment. One of our mottos has 
remained: “A hand up, rather than a hand-out” 

Initially, Open House operated within the charitable umbrella of Father’s House but was 
granted its own charitable status in July 2019 with four trustees appointed. 

Open House holds a community drop in service in a friendly “coffee shop” environment 
every Tuesday morning between 10:00 & 14:00 where a number of services are offered 
including Emergency Food Aid; Benefit Advice; Housing Advice; Budget Support; Job 
Club; General Support Services; and “Store House” (Furniture Aid). The accommodation 
is provided free of charge by Father’s House Church.

Key objectives are:

1. To serve the community in a practical way and deal with some of the effects of 
poverty

2. To offer Emergency Aid in the worst cases

3. To offer services that families usually have to travel to access 

4. To help families or individuals make the transition from state welfare to 
employment

On average we help around 75 clients each month, whilst in 2018 we dealt with 900 
client referrals, including distribution of 330 emergency aid items.

All our volunteers are CRB checked with regular training sessions provided. There 
are written policies & procedures, including a full child & vulnerable person policy, 
supervised by a Safeguarding Officer.

Open House was inspired by Helen Croud who was passionate about helping others, 
based on her own life experiences. She has now moved on to train at Theological 
College for the Priesthood with a view to pioneering ministry. Meanwhile, Open House 
is run by a committee of six Operational Team members supported by 36 volunteers. 
We also employ a part time administrator. 
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To provide our current level of service costs around £1,000 per month, mainly for the 
part time administrator, cost of non-food emergency aid and running costs of our 
delivery van for our Storehouse project. We try to cover most of this cost by regular 
giving from local church members and some small local grants. 
We would love to expand the work we do, by possibly opening on other days of the 
week and appointing a replacement, paid Open House Manager who could also 
represent families at housing and benefits panels or tribunals, but this would increase 
our annual cost to at least £36,000 p.a.
We are immensely grateful for the continuing support from our local Churches in the 
form of all our volunteers and those supporting us financially. We would be delighted 
to hear from new potential volunteers or supporters. If you would like further details or 
information please contact:
Helen Beecham – Administrator – info@openhouseshaftesbury.co.uk  or
Alan Kirkham – Treasurer - alanjean.kirkham@gmail.com 
One further thought. Some people like to give part of their Winter Fuel Allowance 
to charitable causes. One of the services Open House provides is to help vulnerable 
families on benefit in emergency situations, by topping up pre-paid electric or gas 
cards. Any donations towards this would be much appreciated.
Thank you again for your support and prayers. 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM THE CHRISTIAN AID COMMITTEE

The years seem to fly past even more quickly and it seems no time at all since we 
were last preparing for this time-honoured Christian festival.  What a year it has been 
too!  We have witnessed scenes never before played out in Westminster, so much 
uncertainty and concern for the future of our country, and even more worrying, the 
fragility of our planet and whether the damage being done can be reduced to a less 
disastrous level.  As well as their usual programmes of education, refugee relief and 
many others, Christian Aid has also been involved in promoting climate awareness 
which affects us all. Of course, all their projects are totally dependent on public support 
and the Christian element is very much emphasised.  Here in the Shaftesbury area, the 
committee has been encouraged by the generous response to their fundraising efforts 
and we have been able to send £8,500 to HQ.  Many of the donations were gift-aided 
which will add another £1500 to the total, and we consider this an amazing amount 
for a relatively small area.  We would like to thank you most sincerely and wish you all 
a peaceful and happy Christmas and hope that we will see you at one or more of our 
2020 events.   

mailto:info@openhouseshaftesbury.co.uk
mailto:alanjean.kirkham@gmail.com


31



32



33

Painting by Graham Pope, from the Saatchi Collection

The Journey of The Magi

A cold coming we had of it, 
Just the worst time of the year 
For a journey, and such a long journey: 
The ways deep and the weather sharp, 
The very dead of winter. 
And the camels galled, sorefooted, refractory, 
Lying down in the melting snow. 
There were times we regretted 
The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces, 
And the silken girls bringing sherbet. 
Then the camel men cursing and grumbling 
and running away, and wanting their liquor and women, 
And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters, 
And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly 
And the villages dirty and charging high prices: 
A hard time we had of it. 
At the end we preferred to travel all night, 
Sleeping in snatches, 

https://allpoetry.com/The-Journey-Of-The-Magi
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With the voices singing in our ears, saying 
That this was all folly. 
 
Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley, 
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation; 
With a running stream and a water-mill beating the darkness, 
And three trees on the low sky, 
And an old white horse galloped away in the meadow. 
Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel, 
Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver, 
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins. 
But there was no information, and so we continued 
And arriving at evening, not a moment too soon 
Finding the place; it was (you might say) satisfactory. 
 
All this was a long time ago, I remember, 
And I would do it again, but set down 
This set down 
This: were we led all that way for 
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly 
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death, 
But had thought they were different; this Birth was 
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death. 
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms, 
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation, 
With an alien people clutching their gods. 
I should be glad of another death.

T S ELIOT
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