
Notices 
Mince pies - We would be very grateful if you could sign the form at the back of the 
church to make some mince pies for our Carol Service on 22nd December.   

A date for your diary.  On Saturday 1st February, Graham Dunlop is giving a talk 
on "Peacekeeping" from his experiences in Bosnia.  It will be in the Memorial Hall 
with supper.  Details to come later. 

Does anyone play the piano? Would you be willing to play the piano for a service 
now and then? We would be very grateful. Please contact Revd Pam. 

Motcombe Family Christmas Procession – Today, 15th December at 5.00pm. 
Starting at the Coppleridge we will process with Gus the Donkey through the 
village to the Memorial Hall accompanied by the Shaftesbury Steel Band and 
Shaftesbury Choir as we sing favourite carols along the way. Bring lanterns, 
candles and torches and wrap up warm. Mince pies and mulled wine will welcome 
us all at the Memorial Hall. 

Churches Together Shaftesbury: Don’t forget the Outdoor Nativity Play outside 
the Town Hall in Shaftesbury today.  

Talk by Br Sam SSF The Blackmore Vale Deanery presents a talk by Br Sam, a 
Franciscan monk, entitled “Fragile people in a fragile world: how we can care for 
each other and the planet better” on Monday January 20th at 2pm at The Exchange, 
Sturminster Newton. Tickets £5 - contact the Team Office. 

Fund-Raising - It has always been a custom at St Mary's Church Motcombe to hold 
various fund-raising events to help with repairs and the general upkeep of the 
building/Churchyard.  Last year two afternoon teas were held in gardens and 
various members of the congregation held teas and a garden party to help towards 
the Funds. A Harvest Supper social evening was held, which raised some funds by 
donation. I have volunteered to chair a committee of about six people who would 
meet on a regular basis to come up with fund-raising ideas over the year and 
help to organise and co-ordinate those events as and when required.  I would like 
to set up a meeting to chat about how to take this forward.  Please get in touch if 
you can help in any way so I can organise a time and date by the end of next 
week.   Email me at iris3121workshop@gmail.com or phone 01747 858242. Iris 
Phillipson. 

Team Service Collection The collection at the Team Service on Sunday 29th 
December at Enmore Green will be in aid of Smile Train, an international children’s 
charity that supports 100%-free cleft repair surgery and comprehensive cleft care 
for children globally. More information can be found at www.smiletrain.org. 

Notices for next week’s pew sheet should be sent by Wednesday to Phil Roberts 
email:  wpr01@wpr01.co.uk 

Please take this pew sheet home to keep you informed of events this week 
and commend them all to your prayers. 

WELCOME to 
St Mary’s Church, Motcombe 

Newcomers and visitors are always welcome. Please stay for 
refreshments and a chat after the service. 

 
Sunday 15th December 

Third Sunday of Advent 

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)    Revd Kirsty Clarke 
9.30am  Morning Worship      Revd Pam Rink 

Events this Week   

Morning prayer is said at 8.30am Monday to Wednesday and on Saturday.  
Holy Communion is said on Thursdays at 10.00am – all welcome.  

Monday     3.30pm  Messy Church in School 

Tuesday     5.00pm  Sacred Space (NB earlier time) 

Wednesday  11.00am  Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange 

Thursday  10.00 am Holy Communion 
        5.30pm KS1 Christmas Service 
        6.30pm KS2 Christmas Service 
        7.30 pm Bell ringers Practice 
      

Next Sunday, 22nd December 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

9.30am  Parish Communion      Revd Pam Rink 
6.00pm  Carols by Candlelight     Revd Pam Rink 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on church activities, or if you would like to get in touch 
regarding any other matter, please contact 

Team Vicar: Revd Pam Rink:  01747 590712      pam@shaftesburycofe.org.uk  
Churchwardens: Gill Waine  01747 851007    NickWaine@outlook.com 
                                  Liz Pocock  01747 852647 jepocock@uwclub.net 
LLM Christopher Hooper 01747 853867 audhoop@uwclub.net 
LPAs Gill Waine  01747 851007    NickWaine@outlook.com 
 Ann Surtees  01747 229397 mootcottage@aol.com 
Team Administrator: Barbara Priest, 01747 853060   office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk  
St Mary’s Church, Motcombe  Website: www.shaftesburycofe.org.uk 



Collect  
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your 
way before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may 
likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the 
world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and 
reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First reading: Isaiah 35.1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The 
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall 
see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and 
make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do 
not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears 
of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams 
in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs 
of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds 
and rushes. 
A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not 
travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go 
astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall 
not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their 
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Second reading: James 5.7-10 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for 
the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early 
and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming 
of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may 
not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering 
and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

Gospel reading: Matthew 11.2-11 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone 
who takes no offence at me.’  
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you 
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did 

you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes 
are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 
more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way before you.” 
Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John 
the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your 
Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 
 
Please pray for: 

 those who live in Prideaux Drive, Summer Oaks and Motcombe Grange. 

 healing and wholeness in body, mind and spirit for those who are suffering ill 
health 

 let us remember those who have died recently and those whose anniversaries 
fall at this time.  Pray for all who mourn the loss of loved ones, that God will be 
with them and strengthen them with his love. 

 the way ahead for our country, that we may be able to put our differences aside 
and work together for the good of all. 

 
Let us give thanks for: 

 the sacristan team who prepare the altar for communion services. 
 those who clean the church and polish the brass and silver. 

 the diversity of gifts and talents we have between us and that we are each 
unique, each loved by God; we pray that we can celebrate our differences 
rather than be threatened by them. 
 

To whom shall I turn? If at any time you feel the need to talk or pray with 
someone please telephone or email Revd Pam, Christopher Hooper, the Lay 
Minister (LLM), Gill Waine or Ann Surtees, the Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs), Gill 
or Liz, the church wardens. All contacts are overleaf. 

 

 


