
 
NOTICES 

 
CTS NATIVITY PLAY Today, Sunday 15th December at 1pm, there will be an Outdoor 
Nativity Play outside the Town Hall. Do come along. 
 
CAROL SERVICE Our carol service is on Saturday 21st December at 6.00pm. Come 
along to hear the traditional readings, some lovely choral music from our choir, and 
join in with those well-known carols.  
 
MEMORY TREE. I will be decorating a tree this year with hand-made hearts in 
memory of loved ones. They will cost £2, all money raised going to The Children’s 
Society. If you would like one, please add your name to the list at the back of the 
church. After Christmas, the heart will be given to you to keep. Marigold 
 
CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING Many thanks to all who helped to make the Coffee 
Morning a great success. The morning was a lovely social event and raised some 
£370 for church funds. Marigold 
 
KEY RING subscriptions for 2020 are now due and remain at £5 for the 10 editions. 
Could you please pay either Roy or Christine Mitchell: 01747 858219- when 
convenient (cheques payable to PCC St Peter's), If anyone would like to take out an 
annual subscription, which not only offers a saving on the 60p cover price but also 
guarantees the availability of your copy, then please contact either Roy or Christine. 
 
CHRISTMAS CHARITIES We have held a ballot over the past two years to determine 
which charities we should support over the Christmas period. In order to ensure that 
different charities are selected the PCC has decided that we will support those that 
came second in each category in last year's ballot .Therefore we will be contributing to 
The Friends of Westminster Hospital, The Children's Society and Save the Children 
funds from this year's Christmas offertories. Many thanks, Roy 
 
TEAM SERVICE COLLECTION The collection at the Team Service on Sunday 29th 
December at Enmore Green will be in aid of Smile Train, an international children’s 
charity that supports 100%-free cleft repair surgery and comprehensive cleft care for 
children globally. More information can be found at www.smiletrain.org. 
 
CHRISTINGLE 2019  54 children enjoyed this year’s Christingle celebration in St 
James’ on Sunday 1 December. £216 was raised for the work of The Children’s 
Society among disadvantaged children. If you took part, thank you for your support.  
The Christingle celebration is now in its 51st year and growing in popularity. 
 
TALK BY Br. SAM SSF The Blackmore Vale Deanery presents a talk by Br Sam SSF 
of Hilfield Friary entitled “Fragile people in a fragile world: how we can care for each 
other and the planet better” on Monday 20th January at 2pm at The Exchange, 
Sturminster Newton. Tickets £5, available from the Team Office. 
 

 
SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
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Sunday 15th December – 3rd Sunday of Advent 

9.30am Parish Communion 
Isaiah 35.1-10    James 5.7-10     Matthew 11.2-11 

Readers: Barbara Skull & Edred Bowman  Intercessor: Joe Rumble 
Anthem: P. Manz – E’en so, Lord Jesus 

Voluntary: Boëly – Chorale Prelude on Adoro te devote 
 

Sunday 22nd December – 4th Sunday of Advent 
9.30am Parish Communion 

Isaiah 11.1-10   Romans 15.4-13    Matthew 3.1-12 
Readers: Mary Milburn & Mary Seymour  Intercessor: Robert Malpas 

 
** For Christmas Services, see below** 

 
Sunday 29th December – St John, Apostle & Evangelist 

10.00 Team Service at St John’s, Enmore Green 
Isaiah 63.7-9   Hebrews 2.10-18   Matthew 2.13-23 

 

 

If you are new to St Peter's or visiting today, please make yourself known to one 
of our team so that we might get to know you better 

 
The Diary     Please see our calendar on our website ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk/stpeters  
 

Mon – Fri    8.30am   Morning Prayer 
Wednesday 10.30am   Holy Communion  
 
DECEMBER 
Sunday 15th    1.00pm  CTS Nativity Play outside Town Hall 
Saturday 21st    6.00pm  Carol Service 
Christmas Eve   2.30pm & 4.00pm Crib Services 
Christmas Eve  11.15pm  Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day    9.30am  Family Festival Communion 
25th Dec – 1st Jan inclusive  Team Office Closed 
Sunday 29th   10.00am  Team Service at Enmore Green 
 
 

Team Office is open Monday – Friday 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Tel: 853060 E: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk www. shaftesburycofe.org.uk 
Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by 12 noon Thursday 

 



 

Collect  
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare 
your way before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries 
may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the 
world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive 
and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. 
 
First reading: Isaiah 35.1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the 
majesty of our God. 
 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those 
who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. 
He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and 
save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the  
wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a 
swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean 
shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even 
fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk 
there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
Second reading: James 5.7-10 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits 
for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the 
early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for 
the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, 
so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an 
example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in 
the name of the Lord. 
 

 
Gospel reading: Matthew 11.2-11 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait 
for another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And 
blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 
 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What 
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 
What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, 
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one 
about whom it is written, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way before you.” 
Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of 
your Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before 
his face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 
 

. 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS  

For the sick: Derek Brown, Barbara Bailey, Eric Sellgren, Jess Sims, Christine 
Sanderson and Roz Butcher; for all residents in our local care and nursing homes 
and for the staff there who care for them 

For those who have died. 

For our community. 

For the world:  For all places where there is conflict and in particular for Syria, 
Turkey, Iraq, and the Middle East for peace and concern for all people.  

 
For the Contact of St Peter’s & St James’ Churches with the Episcopal Church 

of South Sudan.   

 

Thought for Advent 

“For there is always mystery and beauty in the lighting of a candle:  

the quickened little wick suddenly resplendent in light that must always be 

received from another.” 

 Malcolm Guite 


