
WELCOME to St Mary’s, Motcombe 
 

 
  

Sunday, 22nd December 
4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9.30am Parish Communion 
6.00pm Carols by Candlelight 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
4.00pm Crib Service 

11.30pm Midnight Mass 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
9.30am Celebration Communion 

for Everyone 
 

Forthcoming Services: 

Sunday 30th December St John the Evangelist  
10.00 am Team Communion at St John’s Church, Enmore Green  
  Revd Mary Ridgewell (NO service at St Mary’s) 

Sunday 5th January Epiphany 
10.30am Methodist Covenant Service at the Methodist Church, The Street,  
  Motcombe (NO service at St Mary’s) 

Sunday 12th January Baptism of Christ   
9.30am Parish Communion Revd Pam Rink 

Sunday 19th January  2nd Sunday of Epiphany  
08.00am Holy Communion (BCP)  Revd Pam Rink 
9.30am Service for the Week of Christian Unity Revd Pam Rink 

Sunday 26th January  3rd Sunday of Epiphany  
9.30am Parish Communion  Revd Pam Rink 

   
 
 
OTHER NOTICES 

There will be no services – Morning Prayer or Holy Communion - during the week after 
Christmas. Weekday services will resume as usual from Thursday 2nd January. 

Thank you! A huge thank you to everyone who has contributed in any way to all our services 
this month, especially those who have decorated the church and everyone who has gone the 
extra mile to make things run smoothly. 

A Message from our Team Administrator, Barbara. A very happy and blessed Christmas to 
you all and I look forward to seeing you in the New Year. PLEASE NOTE: The Team Office will 
be closed from 12 noon on Christmas Eve until Thursday 2nd January at 9am. 

 
  

 
 

Every blessing for a joyous Christmas and a 
happy and peaceful New Year. 



Readings for Sunday 22nd  December 9.30am 

 
Isaiah 7:10-16 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 
as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of 
David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you 
a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds 
and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.  

Romans 1:1-7 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended 
from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to 
belong to Jesus Christ,  
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Matthew 1:18-25 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be 
done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.’ 
Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? 
As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.  
 ‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 
When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, 
his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made.  

Readings for Midnight Mass 

 

Isaiah 52:7-10 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings 
good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his 
holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

Hebrews 1.1-12 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by a Son,* whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 
He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains* all things by his 
powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having 
become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to which of the 
angels did God ever say, ‘You are my Son; today I have begotten you’? Or again, ‘I will be his Father, and he will be my 
Son’? And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’ Of the angels 
he says, ‘He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.’ But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever, and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated 
wickedness; therefore God, our God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.’ And, ‘In the 
beginning, Lord, you founded the earth,  and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you 
remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up,  and like clothing they will be changed. 
But you are the same, and your years will never end.’ 

John 1.1-14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.   
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