
 
NOTICES 

 
MEMORY TREE. I will be decorating a tree this year with hand-made hearts in 
memory of loved ones. They will cost £2, all money raised going to The Children’s 
Society. If you would like one, please add your name to the list at the back of the 
church. After Christmas, the heart will be given to you to keep. Marigold 
 
CHRISTMAS CHARITIES We have held a ballot over the past two years to 
determine which charities we should support over the Christmas period. In order 
to ensure that different charities are selected the PCC has decided that we will 
support those that came second in each category in last year's ballot .Therefore 
we will be contributing to The Friends of Westminster Hospital, The Children's 
Society and Save the Children funds from this year's Christmas offertories. Many 
thanks, Roy 
 
OUR TEAM SERVICE on Sunday 29th December will be at 10am at St John’s 
Church, Enmore Green. Do join us! The collection at the Team Service on Sunday 
29th December at Enmore Green will be in aid of Smile Train; an international 
children’s charity that supports 100%-free cleft repair surgery and comprehensive 
cleft care for children globally. More information can be found at 
www.smiletrain.org. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The Team Office will be closed from 25th December to 1st 
January inclusive, re-opening on Thursday 2nd January. A very happy and blessed 
Christmas to you all, Barbara 
 
MIDWEEK COMMUNION Please note there will be NO midweek communion at 
St Peter’s on Wednesday 1st January. 
 
KEY RING subscriptions for 2020 are now due and remain at £5 for the 10 
editions. Could you please pay either Roy or Christine Mitchell: 01747 858219- 
when convenient (cheques payable to PCC St Peter's), If anyone would like to 
take out an annual subscription, which not only offers a saving on the 60p cover 
price but also guarantees the availability of your copy, then please contact either 
Roy or Christine. 
 
TALK BY Br. SAM SSF The Blackmore Vale Deanery presents a talk by Br Sam 
SSF of Hilfield Friary entitled “Fragile people in a fragile world: how we can care 
for each other and the planet better” on Monday 20th January at 2pm at The 
Exchange, Sturminster Newton. Tickets £5, are available from the Team Office. 
 
. 
 
 
 

 
SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Peter’s Church, Shaftesbury 

Notice Sheet  
Growing younger † Reaching out † Following Christ 

 
Sunday 22nd December – 4th Sunday of Advent 

9.30am Parish Communion 
Isaiah 11.1-10   Romans 15.4-13    Matthew 3.1-12 

Readers: Mary Milburn & Mary Seymour  Intercessor: Robert Malpas 
Anthem: C. Wood – Hail! Blessed Virgin Mary 

Voluntary: J.S. Bach –Chorale Prelude on ‘Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland’ 
 

** For Christmas Services, see below ** 
 

Sunday 29th December – St John, Apostle & Evangelist 
10.00 Team Service at St John’s, Enmore Green 

Isaiah 63.7-9   Hebrews 2.10-18   Matthew 2.13-23 
 

Sunday 5th January – Epiphany 
9.30am Family Service 

Isaiah 60.1-6   Ephesians 3.1-12    Matthew 2.1-12 
 

 

If you are new to St Peter's or visiting today, please make yourself known to one 
of our team so that we might get to know you better 

 
The Diary     Please see our calendar on our website ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk/stpeters  
 

Mon – Fri    8.30am   Morning Prayer 
Wednesday 10.30am   Holy Communion  
 
DECEMBER 
Christmas Eve   2.30pm & 4.00pm Crib Services 
Christmas Eve  11.15pm  Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day    9.30am  Family Festival Communion 
25th Dec – 1st Jan inclusive  Team Office Closed 
Sunday 29th   10.00am  Team Service at Enmore Green 
 
JANUARY 
Saturday 14th     8.30am  Men’s Breakfast 
Sunday 26th      3.00pm  Christening Celebration Service 
 

Team Office is open Monday – Friday 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Tel: 853060 E: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk www. shaftesburycofe.org.uk 
Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by 12 noon Thursday 

 

http://www.smiletrain.org/


 

Collect  
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of 
your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may 
be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
First reading: Isaiah 7.10-16 
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it 
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will 
not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is 
it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey 
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before 
the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before 
whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 
 
 
Second reading: Romans 1.1-7 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 
including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 
 
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Gospel reading: Matthew 1.18-25 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his  
 

 
 
people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: 
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but 
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 
Jesus. 
 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the 
promised saviour: fill us your servants with your grace, that in all things we 
may embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

. 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS  

For the sick: Derek Brown, Barbara Bailey, Eric Sellgren, Jess Sims, Christine 
Sanderson and Roz Butcher; for all residents in our local care and nursing homes 
and for the staff there who care for them 

For those who have died. 

For our community. 

For the world:  For all places where there is conflict and in particular for Syria, 
Turkey, Iraq, and the Middle East for peace and concern for all people.  

 
For the Contact of St Peter’s & St James’ Churches with the Episcopal Church 

of South Sudan.   

 

 

Thought for Advent 

 

“The season of Advent means there is something on the horizon the likes of which 

we have never seen before.  

So stay, sit, linger, tarry, ponder, wait, behold and wonder.” 

 

Jan Richardson 


