
Christmas 2019 

Welcome to St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 
Our pew sheet usually has prayers and weekly notices. At this joyful 

season, the Parochial Church Council (PCC) wanted to tell Christmas 

churchgoers of some of the year’s chief activities. 

Part of the churchyard has been allowed to return to a natural state following a talk at this 

year’s annual Pet Service.  We donated £75 to the Dorset Wildlife Trust for their work.  

A broken stained glass window in the south chancel has been repaired and replaced. 

Old fashioned light bulbs are being progressively replaced by ‘green’ bulbs of lower wattage. 

Essential coppicing work has been carried out on the church bank below the lychgate and the 

trees are now growing fast. Unfortunately heavy lorry traffic through the village is causing 

erosion to both the Church and Cemetery banks.  Posts and a rumble strip have been installed 

on the latter. We have requested the council to replace damaged and flattened posts on the 

church bank. 

Church breakfasts on the Friday before the second Sunday of each month remain popular, 

attended by churchgoers and non-churchgoers alike. 

Some £60 was donated to the British Legion following our Remembrance Sunday service and 

the laying of wreaths at the lychgate war memorial. 

Our Christmas charities are the Barnabas Foundation which gives aid to persecuted 

Christians around the world and Hope2Grow which helps disadvantaged local people.  If you 

did not have a Smarties Pot from Harvest Festival, you can still make a donation. Speak to 

the Sidesmen. 

St Thomas’s Preservation Society supports the church by paying for vital work.  They raised 

£717 at their autumn sale, thanks to good support. They helped to pay for the stained glass 

window and have paid for both church clock and boiler servicing and oil to keep the church 

warm.  

The PCC warmly thank all those who help in any way during the year, maintaining the 

churchyard, arranging flowers, cleaning, bell-ringing, acting as Sidesmen, as sacristans, as 

chalice assistants, electoral roll keeper, and opening and locking the church every day. 

Christmas Services: Traditional Communion at 10 p.m. Christmas Eve, Family Festival 

Communion at 11:15 a.m. Christmas morning. 

Our usual monthly services are all at 11:15 a.m. 1st Sunday Matins, 2nd and 4th Sundays 

Communion. 

With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

AND FINALLY: please note that the Team Office will be closed from 25th December to  

1st January inclusive, re-opening on Thursday 2nd January. A very happy and blessed 

Christmas to you all, Barbara. 


