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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                                                         The Revd Kirsty Clarke
                                                          01747 855353                            kirsty@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                                                        The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

  Helen, Kirsty and Pam  have Friday  as their day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 
5 Gold Hill, 

Shaftesbury  SP7 8JW

 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd         keyring@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 Tel. 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Juliet Bichard             01747 851836
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

Our December and January Keyring was put together early in November last year. It 
feels such a long time ago. So much has happened since then, not only in our churches, 
but in our country and the world in general.

December always seems to be such a frantic month, with all the preparations for 
Christmas: the various services, the family preparations, all the planning and the 
carrying out of those plans both in our homes, our communities and in our churches. 

January, on the other hand, is something of an anti-climax. The feasting and 
celebrations of Christmas are over, families that came together over Christmas and New 
Year have gone back to their respective homes and lives, and communities settle back 
down into the hum-drum of everyday life. There’s almost a sigh of relief. 

Perhaps February then, is something of a transition month. Transition in that we 
begin the month with that marvellous celebration we call Candlemas (also called the 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple), the final celebration of Christmas, where we are 
encouraged to carry the light of Christ out into our communities. At the end of the 
month we plunge into the reflection and repentance of Lent. A transition from the light 
into the shadow and searching of our own wilderness times – always remembering that 
there would be no shadow if there was no light. 

Candlemas is the time when we fully proclaim that great joy of Christmas, along 
with Simeon and Anna, that this child Jesus is the light to enlighten the nations – 
that the light has come and has shone upon a world enveloped in darkness. We are 
ourselves called to be enlightened and radiant with this light, to not be a stranger to 
its brightness and to share the light with others by what we do and say, through our 
prayers and in the intentions of our hearts.

Christmas is a special time for hospitality, for gathering together, not just those who 
regularly gather in worship and around the gospel, but for those who perhaps only 
encounter this hospitality at Christmas or Easter. This gathering of community is 
perhaps even more important as we face this new year with our country divided and, in 
some places, angry and intolerant. The African proverb I am because you are addresses 
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the distortion of our humanity when we see ourselves as existing independently – 
both from one another and from the rest of creation. We are utterly dependent on 
each other and the resources of our world. Our being is only possible because of other 
beings. If we are to carry the light of Christ in our communities, if we are serious about 
extending that Christmas hospitality throughout the year, we each have a responsibility 
to be Christ’s healing body on earth, now, today – caring, listening, not judging and 
always on the lookout for one another’s needs, as well as caring for our precious earth.

So as we step further into this new year and new decade, let us commit ourselves to 
being a community of light and hospitality, through our willingness to work for the 
good of others and through our thirst for God, who always, only, wants the very 
best for each and every one of us.

With every blessing,
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From…
The Bishop of Sherborne, Karen Gorham
January 2020

Last month, after 45 years, I paid a return visit to Stonehenge. It was a clear day and 
after thousands of years still the mysteries of how those stones got there and why 
amaze the visitor. When I visited as a child you could touch the stones! Now the 
carefully managed landscape keeps humans very much in their place as the stones are 
admired from a distance.

This year 2020 the National Trust celebrates 125 years. In our beautiful part of England, 
this organisation has contributed much to the preservation of some of our most 
beautiful gardens and significant parts of our coastline.

Our landscape is important and the preservation of our environment essential to our 
future. The UN has designated 2020 the year of plant health, so maybe we should each 
tend our gardens and verges with extra care this year? More importantly 2020 will focus 
our attention even more on climate change as Glasgow will be hosting the UN climate 
change summit in November.



6

With the Lambeth Conference in the summer bringing together bishops from across 
the world we shall be faced with personal stories of the stark reality of how climate 
change is affecting the day to day lives of millions of people across the globe and will 
put our own stewardship (or not) in question.

How shall we respond? It would be great if each Christian community across the 
diocese focused its attention in 2020 on doing something for the environment. Maybe 
working for the next Eco church award? Maybe spending time doing some gardening 
in your village or neighbourhood? Or setting up a community garden or orchard? As 
well as continuing to hold our leaders to account for their own priorities and plans. If 
all of us made one significant change in response to our environment in 2020 what a 
difference that would make. Pray too for Bishop Nicholas and others called to lead the 
national church’s response during this important year.

‘
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it’ Psalm 24:1

Bishop Karen

For those of you who are wondering about my choice of cover pictures for this 
issue which makes several references to light after darkness, perhaps I had bet-
ter explain.  The front cover shows survivors searching the rubble following the 
earthquake in Nepal in 2015. The situation seemed hopeless.  The back cover 
shows some of those survivors four years later.
Ed
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2020 Team Retreat: booking open.  

As announced in Key Ring last November, this year’s Retreat will be led by Revd Kirsty 
Clarke, whose theme will explore poetry in prayer.  It will run from mid- afternoon 
Friday 18th September through lunch on Sunday 20th September 2019 at The 
Greenhouse Christian Centre in Poole, the venue used very successfully (despite a 
wet weekend) for our retreat in 2018.  It was not available for us in 2019 but we return 
there this year as it has more rooms than our 2019 venue and most are en suite. More 
information on its website: www.the-greenhouse.org

The cost of the weekend on a full board basis is £180 per person for single occupancy 
of an en suite room, or £155 per person for two sharing a twin or double en suite room.  
There are a few single rooms with bathrooms nearby, for which the charge will be £155.  
There will be an option to pay in instalments.  Please make a payment with your 
booking form, either in full or a deposit of £30 per person, stating if you would like to 
pay in further monthly instalments.  Bookings close 10th August 2020, the full charge 
to be paid by 17th August 2020. 
Cheques made out to Shaftesbury Team Ministry should be delivered with booking 
forms to the Team Office in an envelope marked Team Retreat 2020.  For further 
information, please contact Michael and Beverley Pattison, by email only (or via the 
Team office): m.a.pattison@gmail.com. 

mailto:m.a.pattison@gmail.com
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TEAM RETREAT BOOKING FORM

Name(s)………………………………………………,…..………………

............................................................................................................................................

Address…………………………………………….........................................

..........................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................Postcode……………

Telephone: ……………….. ................ Email :……...……………………………….

Special dietary requirements………………………………………………

................................................................................................................................................

Room preferences if any: 

- Sharing with…..,………………………..................................................
- 
- Ground floor………..  

I/we will drive ...................would like a lift…….................can offer lifts.......................................

Payment - please tick your choice and include payment indicated: 

Option 1: I enclose full payment (£180/£155 per person)

Option 2: I enclose £30 deposit per person. I will pay full balance by 17th August

Option 3: I enclose £30 deposit per person. I will pay balance by monthly instalments to 
Team Office
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St Peter’s

A wintery tale.

St Peter’s, like any other large church, is next to impossible to keep warm. Large single 
glazed windows, lofty uninsulated roofs and numerous draughty leaks make winter 
warmth a thing to pray for and expensive to achieve. The massive stone pillars and 
walls are natural storage heaters giving out heat when they are warm but acting like a 
refrigerator once they are cold. Heating them up again takes days of steady heat and 
to have a modicum of heat on a cold Sunday morning, there needs to be some gentle 
heating for most of the week.

The PCC asked The Friends of St Peter’s to have a look to see how the heating might be 
improved and, if possible, make a saving on the nearly £4,000 a year electricity bill. 

Getting some good technical advice was something of a problem. David Pearson found 
several contacts in different departments of the Diocesan office but none seemed 
able to help, unless, of course, we sent them a proposal that they could consider 
for a Faculty. Did they perhaps know of an innovative solution that one of our other 
churches had found? Apparently not. 

Bernard Thomas made up a useful plan of the existing storage heaters and our architect 
gave us the names of some professional heating engineers, one of whom wanted a 
lot of money just to do a survey and, I suspect, tell us much of what we knew already. 
Happily a local contractor, EC Ltd, gave us a great deal of good practical information.

Thus armed, I went to see the PCC one dark cold evening when I found them huddled 
round a table in the chilly church. My message was simple. Gas central heating would 
be cheaper to run but expensive to install and, we haven’t got gas. Solar panels on the 
roof might help to save the planet but wouldn’t help the heating much in the winter 
when we need it. We could have a very efficient heat exchanger system but it also 
would be expensive to install and, where would we put the exchanger? Up on the top 
of the tower?

Overall the system we have is probably the best option but some of the older storage 
heaters are suffering from insulation fatigue. They give out the heat as they warm up at 
night and don’t have much left for the daytime when we need it.

We could have an added system of infrared space heaters. They could just be switched 
on for the services and give us a warm glow to our heads and shoulders. They work 
fine in St.John’s but some people find them uncomfortable and they would have to be 
mounted low down on our church walls with serious implications for the church 
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architecture. So in the end perhaps the only solution will be to replace some of the 
older storage heaters but I promised to look into some simple convector heaters that 
the professionals said would need a lot more heaters and possibly extra power capacity 
for peak time heating.

So, as I left the PCC to their deliberations, I wondered if they needed a home 
somewhere to meet in the warm, and if the real solution was free blankets and extra 
pullovers. Meanwhile we keep thinking and if someone would leave us a big fat legacy, 
we might be able to make a real difference

John Parker  
The Friends of St Peter’s

Calendar
Selected items shown on the February website calendar at press time. Check for later 
updates on website or in pew sheets.

February 2020

Tuesday 4th                            Team Office closed
Saturday 8th     8.30am       Men’s Breakfast
Friday 14th        2.00pm       Wedding - Clapson/Grant 
Sunday 23rd     3.00pm       Christening Celebration service
Saturday 29th                        Marriage Preparation day
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St James’ Church

Carols by Candlelight December 20th

The church, so beautifully decorated by Susan Walker and her team of flower ladies, 
was full for this delightful service of lessons and carols, led by Revd. Kirsty Clarke. An 
occasional choir conducted by Chris Mahon, with Jan Perret and Stuart Robinson at the 
organ, sang arrangements of the carols, Adam Lay Ybounden, Jesus Christ, the Apple 
Tree and Ding Dong Merrily on High, and the less familiar Shepherds’ Song (Karl Leuner 
arr. MacPherson) and a Babe is Born (arr. William Mathias).  Mulled wine and mince pies 
awaited the congregation afterwards and a retiring collection realised £300 towards 
the work of The Friends’ of St James.
C.M.

Abbey School The Abbey School enjoyed a busy first term of the academic year and 
returned for the spring term on Tuesday 7th January.  We look forward to continuing 
with ‘Open the Book’ – which is very popular with the children – and I am enjoying 
getting to know the staff and students through regular acts of collective worship 
on Wednesday afternoons.  Last term the theme of collective worship was ‘trust 
and thankfulness’ and this term we will be exploring the 4 C’s: ‘Caring, Confidence, 
Community, and Creativity.’ These are values which help to underpin the Christian 
character and ethos of the Abbey School.

The most recent Ofsted Report noted that the school’s relationship with St. James’s 
Church was ‘outstanding.’  This is something that we would very much like to continue. 
During the second half of the school term the Abbey School choir contributed to our 
Christingle Service (1st December) and the Carols by Candlelight Service for Julia’s 
House (11th December).  Both these services were a great success; in no small measure 
because of the choir’s contribution. Many thanks to their teacher, Mrs Stone, for her 
hard work and encouragement. The school also had their annual Carol Service at St. 
James’ on 19th December.  This went well despite the pouring rain and excited children 
(who were made even more excited when I produced crackers for my talk!) Thank 
you to everyone from St. James and St. John’s who help with the Abbey School, be it 
through ‘Open the Book’, school governance, or helping with services.  It is very much 
appreciated.

There is still a vacancy for a Governor nominated by St James’ PCC; the person does not 
have to be a member of the PCC or of St James’s but should be a member of one of the 
churches affiliated to Churches Together in Shaftesbury.  It would be really good if this 
vacancy could be filled; both for the links between the church and the school and also 
for the effectiveness of the governing body. 

I am enjoying getting to know everyone at the Abbey School, particularly through 
listening to reading with Year 3.  They are very good!  I’m looking forward to this term 
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and the rest of the academic year.  

K.C.

Lent Lunches
The first Lent lunch at the Town Hall will be on Friday 28th February and each Friday 
thereafter until the last one on April 6th;, when it will be the turn of St James’s Church to 
host.  (Please see full details in Team Section.)

S.B. 
 

Reminder - Worship Review and Candlemas Lunch
I hope to see as many as possible at the above on Sunday 2nd February. Our usual 
9.30am service will be followed by coffee, then the meeting, then the bring-and share-
lunch.
     It’s important that we consider our worshipping life at St James and how we would 
like to move forward in the future. It would be good if we could try new things 
together, as well as discern what we would like to hold on to.
     Please think about how you would like us to be a worshipping community so that 
we can share lots of ideas together when we meet in February. In the meantime, I am 
also available for informal conversations as it would be really good to hear ideas and 
suggestions and to get a sense of where we are with regard to our worship; how we 
would like to give thanks and praise and lament to God.     
   
K.C.

Pilgrim Service - The next one is on Sunday 9th February at 6pm.
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St. John’s, Enmore Green
February 2nd  11.15am  Parish Communion 
February 9th    3.30pm  Evensong
February 16th  11.15am  Parish Communion
February 23rd  11.15am  Family Service

Wednesday February 5
10.00am to 12 noon in the Church Hall
Our regular Coffee morning
Home made cakes; coffee/tea and chat

All Welcome

Our Coffee mornings are held on the first Wednesday of the month and New Year’s Day 
was the first Wednesday and it was a great success with lots of people dropping in to 
wish everyone a Happy New Year.  
December seems a long way away now but it was a very busy and enjoyable month.  
The highlight was the visit of Bishop Nicholas who presided at our Communion Service 
on 15th December.  We think this was a first for St. John’s.  
We had a lovely thank you letter from Weldmar Hospice thanking us for the £175.00 
collected from our Carol Singing Evening.
Vicar Kirsty took her first Carol Service with us on December 22nd with the St. John’s 
Occasional Singers in full voice.   

Team News

The collection taken at the Team Service at St John’s on 29th December 2019 for 
Smile Train amounted to £222.32, of which £139.00 was Gift Aided i.e. £34.75.  So 
a cheque for £257.07 will be sent to the charity.
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M: 07974 082293  E: andy@goldhillclassics.co.uk
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

Christmas Charities
It was wonderful to welcome so many to our Christmas services. Many thanks to all 
who gave so generously to the collections at the Christingle Service and the Carol 
Service. At the Christingle we raised £56.55 for the Children’s Society and at the Carol 
Service a grand total of £448.74 was raised for Hope and Homes for Children, a charity 
that works alongside governments and civil society organisations in over 30 countries 
to dismantle orphanage-based care systems and support children into loving, stable 
families.

Peacekeepers – Personal Reflections on Military Peacekeeping 
A talk by Graham Dunlop with supper in Motcombe Memorial Hall on Saturday 1st 
February at 7.00pm. Tickets £15 per head, to include supper, available from Motcombe 
Community Shop. There will be a cash bar and raffle. Proceeds to St Mary’s Church. 
Doors will open at 6.30pm. 

The Gathering
Our service on Sunday 16th February will be The Gathering when we take a topic and 
discuss it with readings, prayers and hymns.

Sacred Space
Our February Sacred Space will be on Tuesday 18th February at 6.00pm in church.

Ash Wednesday
There will be a Team Communion Service for Ash Wednesday at 7.00pm on 26th 
February at St James’ Church, Shaftesbury.

Lent Course

We will be running Christ and the Chocolaterie - by Hilary Brand: A Lent course from 
the movie ‘Chocolat’ over the five weeks of Lent at St Mary’s, Motcombe, beginning on 
Monday 2nd March at 7.00pm. The course takes events from the film and relates them 
to key Bible messages of Lent. Recognising Lent as a chance to embrace change and 
renewal, Hilary’s meditations lead into private thought and group discussion around 
the daily challenge of growing, giving and getting real with life. 

The Women’s World Day of Prayer is on Friday 6th March this year, with the theme Rise! 
Take your Mat and Walk.
Women of Zimbabwe have prepared this year’s service and they encourage us all to 
reflect on the difficulties and unrest that have plagued their country over many years. 
They share the challenges they have met and the hopes they have for the future. They 
encourage us to ‘Rise, take your mat and walk’ with them as they continue their, often 
turbulent, journey towards full reconciliation.
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Food Bank
Thank you for your donations for the Gillingham Food Bank. As you can imagine the 
food bank continues to provide for those in need and so there will be a box in the 
church for donations, even a tin a week or month makes a difference. Do visit the 
Gillingham food bank website to learn more about the up to date needs. 

SERVICES IN FEBRUARY

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Sunday 2nd February 11.15am  Parish Communion for Candlemas
Sunday 9th    9.30am  Parish Communion
Sunday 16th    8.00am                  Holy Communion (BCP)
     9.30am                  The Gathering
Tuesday 18th     6.00pm                  Sacred Space
Wednesday 19th                  11.00am  Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange
Sunday 23th    9.30am  Parish Communion
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St Thomas’s Church Melbury Abbas

2 February  11.15am  Matins
9 February  11.15am  Parish Communion
16 February  No service at St Thomas’s
23 February  11.15am  Parish Communion
26 February  Ash Wednesday
1 March                  11.15am   Matins

Christmas at St Thomas’s:  Some 156 people attended our three Christmas services 
including 78 for the Carols by Candlelight. Thank you to all those people who filled 
their Smarties pots and brought them back at Christmas. We raised £300 to be divided 
between two charities, Hope2Grow and the Barnabas Fund. 

The church was beautifully decorated with much care and trouble ready for Christmas.  
Many thanks to the flower arranging team, and those who prepared the church and 
lit the candles for our Carol Service. Also thanks are due to the representatives of our 
village organisations who read the lessons.

While Pat was away we were very grateful to the organists who stepped in to play, 
David Preston for the Carol Service and Alan on Christmas morning also Aaron Walters 
and David Grierson who played in January.

The APCM will be held on Sunday 26th April after the 11.15 service. This is a new idea 
and we hope as many as possible will be able to stay on for it.

From the Registers

Funerals        Dec 2nd  2019 Reginald John Bryant
  Jan 13th  2020        Gillian Sampson
 
 GILL SAMPSON 
A friends’ tribute by Bob and Sue Breach. 
 
Having bought our bungalow in Whitepit lane in 1972, we met our farming neighbours 
Gill and Nigel Sampson who made us very welcome. They had previously lived in a 
number of houses in the village, including Parhams and Houses Farm.  
They were great entertainers and introduced us to many new friends and were much 
respected in the village. Gill was a keen thoroughbred horse racing enthusiast and 
she delighted in the success of the horses which she owned and bred over the years. 
After Nigel died, Gill left the farm and after a while moved into her lovely home Owls 
Place.
 
Gill was a lively, positive person, a physiotherapist, musician and chorister.  For a time 
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she served on the Parish Council.  She was a good and kind friend especially if we were 
ever poorly.  As a country lover she had several skills, particularly gardening. Gill had 
a great love of fun and she would descend on Sue on the spur of the moment and 
propose a fun outing for them both, which was most enjoyable.  Also she had a great 
love of dogs and seemed never to be without one.
 
She will be very sadly missed.
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in February 
2nd February    8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
16th February 11.15am  Holy Communion with hymns 
Wednesdays  9.00 am                                   Morning Prayer

Thank you 
Thank you to everyone who made our church look – and sound - so special for 
Christmas: the flower arrangers who decorated every possible ledge; the bell ringers 
who rang before the Carol Service; the Pop Up Choir who spent time rehearsing 
beforehand and sang so beautifully at the service – led by David Grierson who made 
the choir possible; the Tea and Stories children who made crowns to be used at the 
Crib Service; Scrumpy Jack the donkey and the Kerridge family, for making it possible 
for Mary to ride to Bethlehem at the Crib Service; and the lockers-up who made sure, 
as they always do, that visitors were able to come in and out all day. Thank you to 
everyone who came to the Christmas party after the Carol Service. It was a real village 
Christmas.

Tea and Stories 
The next Tea and Stories afternoon will be held before Easter, at Drones Farm. As usual, 
there will be craft and a Bible story, with singing and refreshments. All children of 
eleven and under are welcome to attend with their parents or carers. Watch out for 
posters giving the date on the village notice boards, or contact Kelly Sibley (812663) or 
Gillian Cross (811263 gillian@gilliancross.co.uk) for more details.

Bell Ringing 
Have you ever thought of taking up bell ringing? It’s a healthy and sociable hobby and 
training is available. We have five bells at St Mary’s (some of which come from the old 
church) and they are rung regularly. If you’re interested in finding out more, please 
contact Caroline Owen (01747 812166 ca_owen@hotmail.com ) 
     I’m told that, once you have learnt, you never forget how to ring. So, if you have 
been a bell ringer in the past, but can’t commit to regular practices, maybe you’d like to 
become an occasional ringer, joining in when you can. Contact Caroline, who can give 
you more details.

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
mailto:ca_owen@hotmail.com
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!
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CHRISTIAN AID LENT LUNCHES

Firstly, the committee would like to wish all our supporters and friends and happy and 
healthy 2020.  No doubt it will bring challenges and opportunities both nationally, 
globally and personally and this applies too, to the Christian Aid organisation which 
is undergoing changes and restructuring to maximise and prioritise response to the 
many demands it wishes to meet. Our own small committee is also entering a period 
of change, as membership declines and the replacement of retirees is difficult to find.  
However, we intend to soldier on, doing as much as we can, confident that our loyal 
supporters will continue to contribute what they can towards the essential work of 
Christian Aid in those parts of the world that are in desperate need.  We begin the year 
with our usual series of six Lent Lunches which are held every Friday in the Shaftesbury 
Town Hall between 12 and 1.30pm and begin on Friday 28th February.  As always, 
home-made soup and bread and cheese will be on offer – no set charge but donations 
gratefully received – and all are welcome.  Do join us for one or more of these happy 
social occasions – we would love to see you there.

Carer Support Dorset, 
a much needed service, was launched in November.

In the past Carers have missed out on much of the help and support that is available for 
any challenges they are facing, simply because they didn’t know about the  wealth of 

assistance available... One lady even wrote a booklet entitled “ if only I’d known that”. 
 
Now there is a Team on the end of the phone that will advise carers about who to 
contact for the help or information they need. The team also send a booklet ‘Caring 
Matters’ twice a year.
  
Who is a carer ? A carer is someone who cares unpaid, for a family member or friend 
who cannot always manage without their support. The other reason carers miss out 
is because they do not consider themselves to be carers, what they do is just part of 
being a parent, spouse, friend or sibling.
 
Do ask me for a leaflet about Carer Support Dorset.if you know any carers or are one 
yourself, It could well make life easier for them.
Jill Sellgren ( LPA)         01256 853 327            gmsellgren@gmail.com

mailto:gmsellgren@gmail.com
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All About Talking Newspapers

Sight problems can often mean that people are unable to enjoy the different articles 
appearing in our magazines, but did you know there is something called Talking 
Newspapers right on Key Ring’s doorstep?  We approached the Shaftesbury Area 
Talking Newspaper to find out more.
Talking Newspapers have a provenance stretching back to 1968 and, for the past 
twenty-five years of that time, the Shaftesbury Area Talking Newspaper has been 
published.  Every Friday afternoon, the latest edition is recorded.  On Saturday morning, 
courtesy of Royal Mail, copies of the recording land on the doormats of visually 
impaired listeners all over the Blackmore Vale from Blandford to Wincanton, and from 
Sherborne to Tisbury.
Numerous volunteers edit, read, record, pack and post a ‘sound’ newspaper, so that 
people whose sight problems prevent them reading easily can be kept up to date with 
selections from the current editions of the local newspapers and magazines; these 
include the Blackmore Vale Magazine, the Salisbury Journal and the Western Gazette, 
and occasionally other journals too.
It’s very informal – there are often poems and jokes that have taken the readers’ or the 
editors’ fancy – and there’s even a local and parish news supplement with selections 
from local monthly magazines including of course Key Ring; these enable listeners to 
stay in touch with events and people’s ideas that are nearer to home.
The recording itself comes in the form of a memory stick that is easily inserted into a 
simple player.  Players can be borrowed and new listeners are coached, if required, on 
how to use the player but in fact it is all very simple.
Being run by a charity, the service is entirely free; this includes loan of the player, and 
receipt and return of the memory sticks in their wallets.
New listeners are always very welcome, so if you know of someone who might be 
interested in receiving the Talking Newspaper or would like to learn more about it, do 
please contact the Secretary, Collette Drury, on 01258 473923 or by email at  
collette@woolhousefarm.co.uk

mailto:collette@woolhousefarm.co.uk
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LOTS TO TELL…

A new Chief Executive Officer (CEO)  The Children’s Society has a new CEO, Mark 
Russell, who addressed a gathering of Children’s Society supporters at an event in 
Salisbury Cathedral Medieval Hall in December 2019. All present were very impressed 
by both his enthusiasm and clearly expressed appreciation of the challenges 
confronting children’s charities in the years ahead, as the numbers of children taken 
into care increase year on year.  Mark’s background includes 12 years spent as CEO of 
The Church Army and service as a lay member of the General Synod of the Church of 
England, currently serving on the Archbishop’s Council.  His plans for 2020 include a 
sponsored marathon in aid of The Society.

Legal aid for unaccompanied immigrant children In 2012 the government removed 
the right to legal aid for unaccompanied children.  The Children’s Society achieved a 
judicial review and won the case so that the right to legal aid has been reinstated.

Income from Christmas activities  The Christingle services in St Peter’s and St Mary’s, 
Motcombe raised £272.55, the St Peter’s Choir carol singing in M&Co, led by Marigold 
Rumble, raised £31.00, and the St James’ carollers, led by Julian Thomas, raised £140.69.  
The Society was one of three selected by the PCC of St Peter’s to receive a third of the 
Christmas service collections.  This came to £474.09.  The total reflects the fact that the 
Salisbury Diocese raises more money for the Society than any other.

A new Chairman for The Society’s Shaftesbury Committee   After nine years as 
Chairman, Chris Jones is handing over the Committee’s Chairmanship to John Massink, 
a much younger and active member of St Peter’s.  We wish John and his Committee 
continued success in the future.

A sobering thought  Government figures for 2019 indicate another significant rise 
in the number of children taken into care.  The work of The Children’s Society among 
disadvantaged and vulnerable children is thus more important than ever.  Please 
remember this when we appeal for support. 
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But joy cometh with the morning.
You have turned my mourning into dancing; 

   you have taken off my sackcloth 
   and clothed me with joy, 

so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. 
   O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you 

forever.
PSALM 30: V.5 TO END


