
 

 
ST THOMAS’S 

 

THE APCM (CHURCH AGM) for St Thomas’s will follow our service on 
Sunday, 26th April. Please put the date in your diaries. 

CHRISTMAS AT ST THOMAS’S: some 156 people attended our three 
Christmas services including 78 for the Carols by Candlelight.  We raised 
£300 to be divided between our two chosen charities, Hope2Grow and the 
Barnabas Fund. 

CHURCH DECORATIONS: as always the church looked at its best for our 
Christmas services. Thank you to all those who did the decoration, also to 
those providing refreshments after the Carol Service and to David Preston 
and Alan Kirkham, who stood in as organists. 

Anyone still with SMARTIES POTS to return could leave them at the back of 
the church. 

THE FUNERAL SERVICE FOR MRS GILL SAMPSON is at 12 noon  
Monday, 13 January. 

EEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: service at Father’s House, 
10:30 a.m. Sunday, 19th January. 

TALK BY Br. SAM SSF. The Blackmore Vale Deanery presents a talk by 
Franciscan monk, Br Sam entitled “Fragile people in a fragile world: how we 
can care for each other and the planet better” on Monday January 20th at 
2pm at The Exchange, Sturminster Newton. Tickets £5. 

RECITAL BY EMMA JOHNSON Renowned clarinettist, Emma Johnson, will be 
giving a recital at St Peter’s on Saturday 28th March at 7.30pm. Tickets: £15 per 
seat – all proceeds will be divided equally between Shaftesbury Branch of The 
Children’s Society and St Peter’s Church. Enquiries to Tony Hawkins on 01747 
851615 or rhawkins701@gmail.com but book early to avoid disappointment. 

 

Good wishes for the New Year. 

 
For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood 
on 01747 855255 or email: harrietatwood@hotmail.com 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

  
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

 

Sunday 12th January – Baptism of Christ 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 19th January – Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

No service at St Thomas’ 

 

Sunday 26th January – 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Collect  

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, 
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by water and 
the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

First reading: Isaiah 42.1-9 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen,  
in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
   he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
   or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, 
   and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
   he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be crushed 
   until he has established justice in the earth; 
   and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 
Thus says God, the Lord, 
   who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth 
and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it 
   and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
   I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
   a light to the nations, 
   to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
   from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
I am the Lord, that is my name; 
   my glory I give to no other, 
   nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to pass, 
   and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 
   I tell you of them. 

 

 

 

Second reading: Acts 10.34-43  

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him 
on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

 

Gospel reading: Matthew 3.13-17 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do 
you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for 
us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus 
had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as 
Father in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: by the power of your Spirit 
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth through the waters of the new 
creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


