
 

 
ST THOMAS’S 

 

This year’s TEAM LENT COURSE is based around the themes in the film 
“Chocolat” and will run at Motcombe Church for five weeks, from Monday 
2nd March at 7pm. Do put the dates in your diary and come along. 
 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER services are on Friday March 6th at 11.00 am at 
Bell St United Church and 7.30 pm at Friends Meeting House. The service 
this year has been prepared by women from Zimbabwe  
 
CHRISTIAN AID LENT LUNCHES begin on Friday 29th February. Melbury 
and Quakers are hosting on Friday 13 March 12:00 - 1:30 in the Town Hall. 
 The following help is sought: items for the bring and buy stall; homemade 
soup in 1 gallon (4-5 litres) or 1/2 gallon quantities; help on the day, 10:30 to 
2:00, moving furniture, clearing tables, etc; cash contributions for the 
purchase of provisions and from those who would like to support but are 
unable to attend. 
Please sign the list at the back of church stating any help you are able to 
offer. Thank you in anticipation. 
 
SHAFTESBURY ABBEY - THE MOVIE Julian Richards presents the world 
premiere of the above film at The Shaftesbury Arts Centre on Thursday 19th 
March at 7.30pm. Tickets are £12 (Members £10). After the screening there 
will be time for chat and questions. 

RECITAL BY EMMA JOHNSON renowned clarinettist, Emma Johnson, at 
St Peter’s on Saturday 28th March at 7.30pm. Tickets: £15 per seat – all 
proceeds will be divided equally between Shaftesbury Branch of The 
Children’s Society and St Peter’s Church. Enquiries to Tony Hawkins on 
01747 851615 or rhawkins701@gmail.com but book early to avoid 
disappointment. 

TEAM SERVICE on Sunday 29th March, 10am in St Mary’s Motcombe. We 
are welcoming Colin Brady, Social Justice Programme Manager for 
Salisbury Diocese, as our guest preacher so do come along. 

THE APCM (CHURCH AGM) The APCM for St Thomas’s will follow our 
service on Sunday, 26th April. Please put the date in your diaries. 

 
For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood 
on 01747 855255 or email: harrietatwood@hotmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 

     WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

  
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

 

Sunday 23rd February – Sunday before Lent 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 1st March – First Sunday of Lent 

11.15am Matins 

 

Sunday 8th March – Second Sunday of Lent 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

 
 

 



 

Collect  

Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered 
death upon the cross: give us grace to perceive his glory, that we may be 
strengthened to suffer with him and be changed into his likeness, from glory 
to glory; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 

 

First reading: Exodus 24.12-18 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; 
and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, 
which I have written for their instruction.’ So Moses set out with his assistant 
Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. To the elders he had 
said, ‘Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are 
with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.’ 

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 
The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six 
days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the 
appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of 
the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, 
and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days 
and forty nights. 

 

Second reading: 2 Peter 1.16-21 

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honour and glory from God the 
Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, 
‘This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ We ourselves 
heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy 
mountain. 

So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to 
be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 
and the morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you must understand 
this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 
because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved 
by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

 

 

Gospel reading: Matthew 17.1-9 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John 
and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured 
before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became 
dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking 
with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 
wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.’ While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the 
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’ When the disciples heard 
this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not be afraid.’ And when they looked 
up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one 
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ: may we who are 
partakers at his table reflect his life in word and deed, that all the world may 
know his power to change and save. This we ask through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 


