
 

 
ST THOMAS’S 

 

This year’s TEAM LENT COURSE is based around the themes in the film 
“Chocolat” and will run at Motcombe Church for five weeks, from Monday 2nd 
March at 7pm. Do put the dates in your diary and come along. 

THE APCM (CHURCH AGM) for St Thomas’s will follow our service on 
Sunday, 26th April. Please put the date in your diaries. 

CHURCH BREAKFAST at 8.30 a.m. 6 March. Book with Christine Potter on 
851837 or  christine.15@btinternet.com 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER services are on Friday March 6th at 11.00 am at 
Bell St United Church and 7.30 pm at Friends Meeting House. The service 
this year has been prepared by women from Zimbabwe  
 
CHRISTIAN AID LENT LUNCHES begin on Friday 29th February. Melbury 
and Quakers are hosting on Friday 13 March 12:00 - 1:30 in the Town Hall. 
The following help is sought: items for the bring and buy stall; homemade 
soup in 1 gallon (4-5 litres) or 1/2 gallon quantities; help on the day, 10:30 to 
2:00, moving furniture, clearing tables, etc; cash contributions for the 
purchase of provisions and from those who would like to support but are 
unable to attend. 
Please sign the list at the back of church stating any help you are able to 
offer. Thank you in anticipation. 
 
SHAFTESBURY ABBEY - THE MOVIE Julian Richards presents the world 
premiere of this film at The Shaftesbury Arts Centre on Thursday 19th 
March at 7.30pm. Tickets are £12 (Members £10). After the screening there 
will be time for questions. 

RECITAL BY EMMA JOHNSON renowned clarinettist at St Peter’s on 
Saturday 28th March at 7.30pm. Tickets: £15 per seat.  Proceeds shared 
between The Children’s Society and St Peter’s Church. Tickets fromony 
Hawkins on 01747 851615 or rhawkins701@gmail.com but book early. 

TEAM SERVICE on Sunday 29th March, 10am in St Mary’s Motcombe. We are 
welcoming Colin Brady, Social Justice Programme Manager for Salisbury 
Diocese, as our guest preacher so do come along as we worship together. 

 

For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood 
on 01747 855255 or email: harrietatwood@hotmail.com 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

     WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

  
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 1st March – First Sunday of Lent 

11.15am Matins 

 

Sunday 8th March – Second Sunday of Lent 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 15th March – Third Sunday of Lent 

No service in St Thomas’ 

 

 
 

 



Today’s Psalm 32 

 

Collect  

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness, 
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: give us grace to discipline 
ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; and, as you know our weakness, so 
may we know your power to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. 

 

First reading: Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and 
keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of 
every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord 
God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from 
any tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of 
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you 
shall die.” ’ But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to 
be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

 

Second reading: Romans 5.12-19 

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 
came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— sin 
was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is 
no law. Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those 
whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the 
one who was to come. 

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one 
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in 

the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the 
free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgement 
following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following 
many trespasses brings justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, 
death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those 
who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness 
exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one 
man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as by 
the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one 
man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 

 

Gospel reading: Matthew 4.1-11 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 
famished. The tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ But he answered, ‘It is 
written, 

“One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.” ’ 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of 
the temple, saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; 
for it is written, 

“He will command his angels concerning you”,    and “On their hands they 
will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”  

Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.” ’ 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendour; and he said to him, ‘All these I 
will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Away 
with you, Satan! for it is written, 

“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ’ 

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

 

. 


