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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                                                         The Revd Kirsty Clarke
                                                          01747 855353                            kirsty@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                                                        The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

  Helen, Kirsty and Pam  have Friday  as their day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 
5 Gold Hill, 

Shaftesbury  SP7 8JW

 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd         keyring@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Do Trowbridge  01747 852195
Melbury Abbas  Juliet Bichard             01747 851836
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

Dear Friends,

The journey to the cross has begun, we are well on our way through the weeks of Lent. 
As a sign that this is a serious time, there have been no flowers in our churches since 
Ash Wednesday. Even the prayers set for these Sundays are sober and reflective, as we 
consider our failings and bring them before God, asking for his forgiveness and his 
help in the future. Next will come the roller-coaster of Holy Week, as we travel from the 
excitement of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to the confusion 
and fear caused by Judas’ betrayal of Jesus on Maundy Thursday. Then, on Good Friday, 
we call to mind Jesus’ death on the cross, a cruel death, designed to strip its victims of 
every shred of human dignity they possessed. The Romans crucified many hundreds 
of people and to some it must have seemed that Jesus was destined to become just 
another nameless victim of the Roman occupation. 
The Church of England priest and poet Malcom Guite has written a series of poems 
that tell the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. You can find them on his blog, www.
malcolmguite.wordpress.com and in his book, Sounding the Seasons: Seventy Sonnets 
for the Christian Year (published by Canterbury Press, 2012). One of them reflects on the 
point when Jesus’ dead body is taken down from the cross – a point when everything 
seems lost, and yet the seeds of life and hope have been sown and are waiting to burst 
forth:

           XIII Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross

  His spirit and his life he breathes in all
  Now on this cross his body breathes no more
  Here at the centre everything is still
  Spent, and emptied, opened to the core.
  A quiet taking down, a prising loose
  A cross-beam lowered like a weighing scale
  Unmaking of each thing that had its use
  A long withdrawing of each bloodied nail,
  This is ground zero, emptiness and space
  With nothing left to say or think or do
  But look unflinching on the sacred face
  That cannot move or change or look at you.
  Yet in that prising loose and letting be
  He has unfastened you and set you free.
            Malcolm Guite

Even in that moment of death, God’s power is at work in ways that set us free. Christians 
believe that Jesus’ death was not simply the end of the life of an ordinary man, but the 

http://www.malcolmguite.wordpress.com
http://www.malcolmguite.wordpress.com
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beginning of a new relationship between God and his people. We believe that on the 
morning of that first Easter Sunday, when Mary Magdalene went to Jesus’ tomb, she 
didn’t just find that Jesus’ body had gone, she came face to face with the risen Jesus, 
resurrected from the dead and revealed as the Son of God. We believe that through 
his death on the cross and his resurrection, Jesus has opened the gates of heaven to 
all who believe in him, that he has given eternal life to all who will receive it. From 
the cruelty of Jesus’ execution on the cross has come God’s overflowing generosity to 
all who will accept it. This is our faith, and this is why we celebrate Easter with joyful 
hearts, hands and voices.

May God’s blessing rest on you all this Easter,

Helen

Team News

The booking form for our 2020 Team Retreat was published in the February 
edition of Key Ring and quickly produced a number of bookings.  The form is now 
also available on the website or from the Team Office.  If you want to reserve an 
en-suite room for single occupancy, early booking is strongly advised.

As already announced, the Retreat will be held this year over the weekend of 18-
20 September at the Greenhouse Christian Centre in Poole, and will be led by the 
Revd Kirsty Clarke. 
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God in Ordinary

The cathedral had a new Christmas nativity of photographs that 
looked like a huge painting. The people in it were from the local 
community. Christmas celebrates God among us. Like the shepherds 
and the wise men we came to the crib to wonder and worship 
but when we went away to get on with the rest of our lives, what 
happens next?

One answer is that the Church’s year continues to tell the Christian stories of God 
in Jesus who teaches, challenges, heals and gives life to us. Christmas gives way to 
Epiphany; on 2nd February we remember the Presentation of Christ in the Temple and 
his being recognised by the elderly Simeon and Anna; and this year at the end of the 
month, on 26th February, Ash Wednesday is the start of Lent and our preparation for 
Easter. 

Other answers are also needed in trying to find what it means for God to be among 
us. How do we respond in our daily lives? What difference does it make to the way 
I understand myself and how we live together? We have often used Lent for those 
reflective questions. 

This year, instead of Praying Together as we have done for the last three years, I hope 
that as a diocese we will use the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book by Ruth Valerio, 
‘Saying Yes to Life’. “As people made in the image of God, we are entrusted to look 
after what he has created: to share in God’s joy and ingenuity in making a difference 
for good.” Using the story of the days of creation in Genesis 1 she, “relates light, water, 
land, the seasons, other creatures, humankind, Sabbath rest and resurrection hope to 
matters of environmental, ethical and social concern.” There are small, cheaper booklets 
for kids and adults to go alongside it, ‘A 40-Day Challenge to Live Lent and Care for 
God’s Creation’.

Asking what it means in our ordinary lives that God is among us is a good way to keep 
Lent. There is no single settled answer because we keep deepening our response to 
God come among us. What do we pray for? Whom do we serve? How will we grow? 
Living in response to those questions renews our hope.

+Nicholas Sarum
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!
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St Peter’s

Easter
Check the Calendar listings below for Easter additions to our regular service schedule. 
See also the service grid in this month’s magazine for Holy Week events elsewhere 
across the team.

Key Ring correspondent
Christine Mitchell will take over the role of St Peter’s correspondent from the May 
issue. Contributions can be sent to her email: chris.mitchell52@btinternet.com        She 
will also be much more available in person than your outgoing correspondent, who 
thanks the editor, successive team administrators and all St Peter’s contributors for their 
tolerance of the (very) remote working arrangement which has operated for at least six 
months of each of the past six years.

From the Registers
Baptisms: 
23rd February  Eloise Sutherland
     We welcome her into the Lord’s family

Calendar: selected items listed as at press date: check pew sheets/website for later updates

Sunday 5th                          pm time tbc  Shaftesbury Chamber Orchestra
Monday 6th                6.30pm                    Holy Week Evening Worship
Tuesday 7th                6.30pm                    Holy Week Evening Worship
Wednesday 7th         6.30pm                    Stations of the Cross
Thursday 9th                   7pm                     Maundy Thursday Supper & Dramatisation in                 
                                                                         Church Hall
Friday 10th                12noon                     All Age Worship

                    6.30pm                    Music & Readings at the Foot of the Cross
Saturday 11th            8.30am                    Men’s Breakfast
Tuesday 14th                  3pm                     Visiting bellringers
Wednesday 28th    7.30 pm                     Sing and Praise

mailto:chris.mitchell52@btinternet.com    
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St James’ Church

St James’ Church welcomes the Snowdrop Walkers 
The last (scheduled) Snowdrop walkers of the season, led by Peter Wells and briefed on 
snowdrops by Rachel Diment, were well refreshed at St James’ Church on Sunday 23rd 
February. Despite having been drenched near the start of the walk, about 20 walkers 
(me included!) kept on to the half way point at St James’. There we were welcomed by 
Philippa and Andie who had prepared tea, coffee, cakes and biscuits! All delicious and 
well received. The group stayed for about 20 minutes or so, drying out and admiring 
the church, then the sun reappeared, so we set off, with many thanks, for the second 
stage of the walk. It was lovely to welcome so many different people to the church and 
answer their questions. Bridgette Browne 

Forthcoming Merbecke Services On Sunday 2nd February St. James’s Church had a 
worship review meeting. At the meeting it was decided that our monthly sung BCP 
Eucharist (to a setting by John Merbecke, c.1510-c.1585) would be reduced to four 
times a year. One took place in February, and the Merbecke services for the rest of the 
year will be on the following Sundays: 7th June, 13th September and 13th December. If 
you like to attend these services, please make sure you have the dates in your diaries. 

Lent Lunches
A reminder that St James’, St John’s and Father’s House will be hosting on Friday April 
3rd at the Town Hall between 12 noon and 1.30pm.

Pilgrim Service
At our service on Sunday 8th March, we saw Pilgrim scratching his 
head in disbelief; he’s alongside a rail trackway running downhill from behind him and 
curving sharply to his right, disappearing into a cutting. On the outside of the bend, 
on its side is a single wagon which was piled with ore and has now spilled over the 
ground all around. In front of the wagon is a large tree from above the bend - lying 
across the track, with lots of roots torn from the soil and waving in the wind. Our theme 
was ‘off the rails’, or ‘out of the rut’, or ‘outside the box’ – all of which has the hum-drum 
everyday routine suddenly giving place to the totally unexpected. Come and hear our 
next story unfold on Sunday 12th April at 
6pm and enjoy refreshments afterwards!

Forthcoming Events

What do we understand by “the sacraments”?
Thursday 23rd April at 7.45 pm after Holy Communion at 7.00 pm.
Tom Clammer was a rural parish priest, then Canon Precentor of Salisbury Cathedral 
from 2012-2019, and is now a freelance liturgical theologian and spiritual director. He 
will be helping us to explore what it means to be people of the sacraments in our part 
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of the diocese of Salisbury. This is part of our exploration of worship and we welcome 
anyone from across the Team – and beyond – to come and join in this journey of 
discovery. 

‘Getting to know You’ Friday 25th April at 7.30pm 
An evening with the Revd Kirsty Clark who came to St James
last September. Kirsty will be talking about her new life here, her hopes for the future 
and will be happy to chat informally and hopes that you can be generous with your 
donations towards the restoration of the great East Window in church. Please do come 
and enjoy getting to know Kirsty better over light refreshments.

Chris Mahon Organ Music at Midday + 1st May @12.15 The first of a series of short 
organ recitals at lunch time –make a note in your diary now!

St. John’s, Enmore Green

Wednesday 1 April
10.00am to 12noon Coffee Morning in the Church Hall.
Bring and Buy plus homemade cakes. Pop in when you can.  

Sunday 5 April   Palm Sunday
11.15am  Parish Communion with Distribution of Palms 

Monday 6 April 
7.30pm Words and Music for Holy Week with The St. John’s Occasional Singers

Friday 10 April Good Friday  9.45am in the Church.  Meditation on The Cross 

Easter Sunday 12 April        11.15am Festival Communion Service 

Sunday 19 April 
12.15pm – Annual General Meeting in the Church following the 11.15am Communion 
Service 
Bring and Share Lunch

LOOKING FORWARD
Saturday 23 May – St. John’s in the Town Hall
This is our major fundraising event of the year.   We need cakes, jams, plants, any item in 
blue, green or yellow for our Spring stall and bottles of any size or shape for the Bottle 
Stall.  If you can help please let Elizabeth know (850654) or Jo (850432).
We can collect if necessary.  
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe
Palm Sunday, 5th April

Our service will once again begin at Motcombe Memorial Hall at 9.30am and we will 
process around to the church with the donkey. 

Sacred Space

April’s Sacred Space will take place on Tuesday 21st April at 6.00pm in the church. 
Through silence, meditation, music and prayer we will reflect on what Easter means for 
us. Please feel free to come along to experience the presence of God in the midst of our 
busy lives. All are welcome.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting

This will take place following the 9.30am service on 26th April.  This is the annual 
meeting of the parish to which all those on the Church Electoral Roll are invited. A 
report on the proceedings of the Parochial Church Council and the activities of the 
parish generally will be presented as well as the financial statements for the year 
ending on the 31st December. 

Food Bank
Thank you for all the generous donations for the Gillingham Food Bank that we 
continue to collect. The box is still in the church for donations of any non-perishable 
foods. Many thanks.

FROM THE REGISTERS

Burial of Ashes 
12th December - David Burns
3rd January – Patrick Roy Isaac
5th March – Mavis Annie Rose Crouch

Funeral
5th February – Sybil Erica Stephen
26th February – Mavis Annie Rose Crouch
19th March – Stephen William Pettifer

Thanksgiving Service
26th February – Sybil Erica Stephen

SERVICES IN APRIL

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week, except in Holy Week. There will also 
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be Evening Prayer at 5.30pm on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday in Holy Week. All are 
welcome. The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Sunday 5th         9.30am    Parish Communion with Palm  Sunday Procession
Holy Week
Monday 6th       5.30pm               Evening Prayer
Tuesday 7h       5.30pm Evening Prayer
Wednesday 8th         5.30pm Evening Prayer
Thursday 9th       7.00pm Maundy Thursday Eucharist with Foot Washing,      
                                                                    Stripping of the Altars & Vigil
Friday 10th       2.00pm Good Friday Meditation and Prayer at the Foot of 
                                                                    the Cross
Sunday 12th      9.30am Celebration Parish Communion for Easter Day
Wednesday 15th     11.00am Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange
Sunday 19th         8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
                                        9.30am Morning Worship 
Tuesday 21st     6.00pm Sacred Space Contemplative Worship
Sunday 26th      9.30am Parish Communion followed by the APCM
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The Shaftesbury 
Committee since 

1952

Did you hear this on ‘This is Alfred’?.   On 27 February, Keri Thomas interviewed Chris 
Jones, the Shaftesbury Committee’s outgoing Chairman and John Massink who has 
taken on the role.  Here are a few extracts:

In his valedictory remarks, Chris pointed out how people in Shaftesbury always make 
collecting in the High Street or at Tesco’s such a pleasure, giving generously to support 
the Society’s work with disadvantaged and vulnerable children.

John took the opportunity to say “ I’ve worked with children and young people 
throughout my professional career.  I’ve always wanted to continue to do that.  I have 
seen children suffer through neglect and poverty issues and through their mental 
health.  I was happy to accept the appointment to help promote children’s welfare, 
mental health and reduce child poverty wherever we can”.  He drew attention to the 
Children’s Society’s findings that, of the 68,000 children in Dorset, 23% live in poverty.  
480 children are in care while around 7,000 are known to have mental health problems.
John highlighted the need for new Committee members and those supporters who 
help with street collections, observing that the Shaftesbury Committee is one of the 
few committees he has taken part in where there is positive and purposeful humour.  
He will not be looking for specific skills from new volunteers. He invites “anybody who 
feels that they can be involved in any practical way or are good at organising or simply 
motivated to support children and young people”.  He can be contacted on  07933 
992389

A worthwhile lobby: The Children’s Society has been lobbying MPs to honour a pledge 
the government made five years ago, promising to cut the cost of school uniforms.  A 
new law would ensure schools consider cost when setting their school uniform policies 
and give families the freedom to shop around. If a debate scheduled for 13 March 2020 
fails to produce the required result we shall be appealing for support to pursue this 
policy.  The Society has on-line means of making this support very easy to provide.

A sad story, all too common, but a happy ending:  At 17, Nicky had no one she could 
talk to or trust.  Alone, isolated and homeless, her hostel neighbours stole from her, 
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attacked her and exploited her.  At Christmas she had lost all hope, having to beg to be 
able to eat.  Fortunately, her social worker referred her to Elizabeth, a Children’s Society 
specialist practitioner, trained to work with young people at risk of sexual and criminal 
exploitation.  A positive, caring relationship allowed Nicky to recover from her trauma 
and rebuild her confidence.  She is now safe and secure in her own flat and studying for 
a career she loves.
Nicky credits the support she received from Elizabeth for helping her to survive her 
ordeal, explaining that “ It was just nice to have Elizabeth to be able to offload to 
someone and have them listen to you.”

That account of the plight of a young, vulnerable, teenager is typical of many involving 
The Children’s Society.  With the number of young people taken into care increasing 
each year, the Society’s work is needed more than ever.  More information on The 
Society’s work can be seen at www.childrenssociety.org.uk

It’s a long time to go, but….The Annual Children’s Society Quiz night at the 
Motcombe Memorial Hall is so popular that we have to start planning far in advance!  
This year it will be held on Saturday 10 October.  Why not make a diary note!

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk
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fiona_billfootcare@btinternet.com
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Your local, friendly, professional estate agent

Tisbury: 01747 859359  |  Shaftesbury: 01747 213106
Boatwrights Estate Agentswww.boatwrights.co.uk
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in April 
  5th April           8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10th April   Good Friday        10.00am  Meditation and Quiet Prayer 
12th April   Easter Day      11.15am  Family Festival Communion 
19th April         1.15am  Holy Communion with hymns
 
Wednesdays          9.00am                     Morning Prayer

Annual Meeting 
Our Annual Meeting will be held on Tuesday 31st March at 2pm in the Church Hall. 
Everyone is welcome and there will be a report on the year that is finishing. If you can’t 
come to the meeting, but would like to see the Annual Report,  please contact Gillian 
Cross (01747 811263 gillian@gilliancross.co.uk) who will be happy to send it to you. 
 This is the meeting when those whose names are on the electoral roll have the 
possibility of voting for church wardens and members of the PCC. By the time you read 
this, it will probably be too late for nominations, but if you are interested in joining the 
PCC please talk to Gillian, who will be able to give you more information.

Lent Lunch 
By the time you read this, we will have been responsible – with Margaret Marsh and the 
Orchards – for providing the Lent Lunch on Friday 20th March. Thank you to everyone 
who agreed to help, whether it was by making soup, by setting up tables in the Town 
Hall or by helping to serve and wash up. We are all small churches, but it’s good that we 
are able to play our part in the Lent Lunches, which are important fund-raising events 
for Christian Aid and provide a good opportunity for members of the community to 
meet each other.

Guidance about our church’s future 
The PCC has spent a lot of time over the last year discussing our church’s future role 
in the life of Compton Abbas and Twyford. We have been holding regular meetings to 
pray (mostly in silence) for guidance about this and you are very welcome to come and 
join us. The next meeting will be in church at 9.30am on Saturday 18th April. It will last 
about half an hour.

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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St Thomas’s

5th April                   11.15 am                Palm Sunday with Passion Reading - Matins 
10th April 12noon                   Good Friday Meditation 
12th April 11.15 am  Easter Day - Family Festival Communion 
19th April     No service at St Thomas’s
26th April 11.15 am Parish Communion followed by APCM

THE APCM 
(Church AGM) and Vestry meeting for St Thomas’s will follow our 11.15 am service on 
Sunday, 26th April. This is our chance to hear what has been happening in our church 
during the year and everyone is welcome. It will be a brief enough meeting to get 
home in time for lunch.

Spring Cleaning –
We are planning to spring clean the church on Friday 3rd April starting at 9.30, so that 
the church can be sparkling for Easter. Could you please let Liz know if you can help? 

Gutter and Window cleaning of the Church will take place at 10.00am on 4th April.

Flowers for Easter 
 We will be decorating the church for Easter on Saturday April 11th. Please can all the 
flower arrangers contact Val to say if they can come.

Stephen Pettifer died peacefully on Saturday 29th February.  Stephen was a strong 
supporter of St Thomas’s Church. He will be missed.

Ena Burt passed away on 30th January 2020 aged 94, at her home at Spillers House in 
Shaftesbury where she had lived for the past 11 years. 
Wife of the late Ashley and Mother to Ivan and Di. Ena lived at Melbury Abbas and Cann 
Common for some 60 years. Ena was always supportive of her family and their interests 
within Melbury village activities and enjoyed many years of Whist Drives there. 
On moving to Shaftesbury Ena soon became very settled in her new home enjoying 
the friendly visits by wardens and joined in many of the organised events for as long 
as she was able. Lots of new friends were made and she was closer to her family which 
made her happy.
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Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Lent Lunches

Friday   20th March - shared responsibility with Compton Abbas
Thank you to everyone who helped on the day

Tea and Chat
Thank you to Martin and Elspeth for hosting in March. April Tea and Chat will be held 
on Wednesday 15h at Oaklands, East Orchard the home of Nick and Philippa Forrest. 
May Tea and Chat will be held at Manor Meadow, West Orchard home of Phil and Rita 
Stranger on Wednesday May 20th

Fete 2020
Saturday June 27th has now been decided as the date for the village fete in 
Margaret Marsh this year.  More volunteers are needed to man stalls, help with 
refreshments, setting up and clearing away.  Also prizes for the raffle, donations of 
quality Bric- a -Brac, cakes, jams and chutneys, plants are all needed please!
Call Claire Eastham 0779 5437275 or Andy Downes 07974 082293 for further 
details. 

St Thomas Churchyard
We do like to keep the churchyard in good order for visitors to the graveyard 
especially for those of you who have family members resting there. It’s the time of 
year again when the grass starts to grow. Help with mowing and tidying would be 
much appreciated. We do need enough people for a Rota. Please contact Annie 
Barnes on 01747 811333 if you could spare a couple of hours to help. 

St Luke’s Spring Clean 
Thanks to all who helped on the day.

Regular Services at St Margarets

First Sunday of the month                11.15am  Parish Communion (BPC)

Third Sunday of the month              11.15am  Matins

Fourth Sunday of the month           11.15am  Matins
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Services at St Luke’s

First Sunday of the month             6.30pm    Evening Praise  

Second Sunday of the month    11.15am    Morning Prayer/Communion

Special Services: Please read your noticeboards for more information

Palm Sunday  5th April                   11.15am  Margaret Marsh

Good Friday  10th April   6.30pm  Margaret Marsh

Easter Sunday  12th April 11.15am  Margaret Marsh

Rogation Sunday  The Orchards venue TBC  

Barn Service if possible venue TBC

James John Richard Stokes (Jack)  28.03.31 – 21.11.19

Our Dad, Jack Stokes, the second son of Jim and Violet Stokes of Greens Farm, died on 
21st November 2019. 

Dad grew up at Greens Farm. He went to East Orchard Primary School and then to 
Shaftesbury School. 

In 1957 he married Margaret Roberts, a farmer’s daughter from up the road at Higher 
Farm. Over the next seven years they went on to have four children; Stephen, Gary, 
Susan and Patrick. Dad took over the running of Greens Farm when his father retired in 
1961. As they grew up, Stephen and Patrick helped out on the farm, together with the 
contracting business of hedge trimming.

Dad read many books on numerous subjects like farming, politics, Formula One motor 
racing and especially World War Two. He generally had an opinion about most things 
and, if you were “lucky”, he would tell you it!  In his spare time Dad spent a lot of time 
writing poems, speeches, tributes, observations etc. In recent years he was asked to 
speak at many functions like the W.I., Discussion Club Dinners, Weddings and Skittle 
Presentation nights, to name a few.  

Dad started playing skittles for the Retreat Farmers in 1964 and thoroughly enjoyed the 
banter with the team every week and made many lifelong friends. 

The last few years have been hard for Dad when Mum became unwell and needed 24-
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hour care at Hays House, East Knoyle. He missed her terribly but we took him to visit 
regularly; he and Mum would sit holding hands talking about old times.

Dad’s health was deteriorating. He had diabetes and had pains and ulcers on both legs, 
making it difficult to get around like he used to. Only last year he bought himself a 
mobility scooter and he would often ride it to Marsh Church on a Sunday.

For the last two years Dad has taken over from Mum and sold poppies for the whole 
of Margaret Marsh (on his mobility scooter). We believe the tradition of raising money 
for the British Legion has gone on in the Stokes family since it was introduced in 1921.  
He did enjoy this as it was a way of meeting new people in Margaret Marsh and in 
November 2019 he raised the princely sum of £103.38.

Dad died peacefully in his chair at Greens Farm on 21st November and he certainly 
would not have wanted to be anywhere else!

Stephen, Gary, Susan and Patrick
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Ferne Animal Sanctuary History Sought

Those with long memories and possible local ancestry may 
well remember when Ferne Estate (located in the parish of 
Donhead St Andrew, Shaftesbury) operated as an animal 
sanctuary, owned and run by the late Nina, Duchess of 
Hamilton and Brandon.  The animal sanctuary was founded 
at the start of the Second World War in 1939, providing 
refuge for over 6000 pets during the war years – many of 
whom lost their owners during this time. 
 Possibly less well known is that the Duchess also, 
during the same period, took in and cared for some 50 child 

evacuees, demonstrating her strong Christian values and beliefs which determined the 
lifelong actions and reflected the unwavering faith of this remarkable lady.
 Today, Ferne Animal Sanctuary still survives, largely adhering to the principles 
laid down by our founder, although since 1975 we have been based near Chard in 
Somerset.  Last year we celebrated our 80th anniversary, an event in which we took 
great pride and which caused us to reflect on our origins and fascinating history.
 We are fortunate in possessing a small archive of material covering aspects 
of our history which, with the passage of the years in this turbulent age, we feel may 
be in danger of being forgotten.  In order to safeguard against this eventuality, we are 
making strenuous efforts to gather and preserve as much knowledge and information 
as we can regarding the life and work of the Sanctuary between the years 1939 to 1975.  
As the Duchess sadly passed away in 1951 the survival of Ferne Animal Sanctuary 
during subsequent years would not have been possible without the hard work and 
loyalty of so many people and we feel that they too deserve to be remembered for the 
part they played in our history. 
 To this end we are calling on the people and families of Shaftesbury and 
surrounding areas, requesting your help in sharing with us any recollections pertinent 
to the early years of our small but greatly loved Sanctuary.
 Names of individuals do survive:  Mr Joe Allen, who was with the Ferne Estate 
for more than 30 years and took particular responsibility for the horses and cattle. 
His assistant Mr Eric Butt.  Mr E. Roberts, Mr J. Scammel, Mr D. Davidge, Mrs Joan 
Reynolds, Mrs May Clapp, Miss Peggy Reid, Miss B. Broms, Miss Avril Tucker, Miss Ann 
Wigger, Miss Joy Tanner, Miss Betty Clarke, Margaret Barrett and Miss Mollie Atherton 
(Superintendent).
 Any relevant material or lingering memories of the part they, and others, 
played would be greatly welcomed.  If you can help, please do contact us, either by 
writing to:  Sarah Cutler, Ferne Animal Sanctuary, Chard, Somerset TA20 3DH  Tel: 01460 
67587 or email: volunteering@ferneanimalsanctuary.org.  Alternatively, Adrian Dixon 
can be contacted on 01308 868612.

mailto:volunteering@ferneanimalsanctuary.org
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Coronavirus (Covid-19) 
Guidance for the Shaftesbury Team Ministry 

You will all be aware of the media coverage surrounding the spread of the COVID-19 
viral infection, commonly referred to as “coronavirus”. This is a ‘flu-like’ virus, which 
progresses in some people to a more serious ‘pneumonia-like’ stage. The situation is 
being closely monitored and even though some of the reports can sound alarming we 
should be concerned at this point, but not alarmed.
Our priority at this time is to protect those around us by taking sensible, proportionate 
precautions to prevent the spread of infection.

Holy Communion 
The Church of England has updated its advice today (02/03/20). Whenever this advice 
changes we will let you know how it affects church life and services. The national advice 
at the moment is that in general it is safe to continue to distribute and receive Holy 
Communion in both kinds (both the bread and the wine).
However, the advice is also clear that the practice of intinction (dipping the bread in the 
chalice and then receiving both bread and wine together) increases the risk of passing 
on infection. We are therefore now asking that intinction stops in our churches so that 
together we protect those who are most vulnerable to infection. It is the only way of 
receiving communion for which there is some evidence that it transmits infection and 
disease. This is really important to understand, because sometimes it is mistakenly 
suggested that intinction is more hygienic than sharing the cup, when the reality is that 
it is less hygienic.
From today we are asking communion assistants not to offer the cup for intinction. If 
this troubles you, please speak to one of the clergy and we will do our best to address 
your concerns.
It is perfectly correct, theologically, pastorally and liturgically to receive in one kind 
only – to receive just the bread. When we receive both the bread and the wine, the 
symbolism is fuller, but the action of receiving communion is complete even when we 
receive just the bread (or just the wine). This is called the doctrine of concomitance: 
Christ is fully present in both the bread and the wine.
If you are suffering with coughs and sneezes, please receive only the bread. If for any 
reason you would prefer, at this time, not to receive from the chalice, you are entirely 
welcome to make that choice yourself.
If the national advice about receiving from the chalice changes, we will let you know 
and will change what we do accordingly.
   
Sharing the Peace 
At the moment the national advice is that we can continue to share the peace in 
churches. Clergy and communion assistants will be asked to use alcohol gel after the 
Peace, before continuing with the service or assisting with the chalice.
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If you are suffering with coughs and sneezes, please greet those around you at the 
Peace as usual, but don’t shake hands. We should all be sensitive to how those around 
us may feel at this time – if anyone around us doesn’t want to shake hands at the Peace, 
or at other times, we shouldn’t take offence.
   
Ways you can help 
• If you start feel unwell or have flu-like symptoms you should stay at home and consult 
either NHS111 or your GP.
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-
based hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not 
available.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
• If you cough or sneeze, use a tissue and bin it.
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces in the home and work 
environment.
If you have recently returned from a part of the world where there has been an 
outbreak of coronavirus, or you know you have been in contact with a person who is 
suspected of having coronavirus, and you start to feel unwell, you should follow the 
guidance available nationally on self-isolation. Keep an eye on the national guidance 
– even if you do not have any obvious symptoms you may still be infected and 
potentially contagious.

Please be attentive to the general advice above, especially about hand washing. If you 
are making coffee or serving food at church events this is really important.
Please also, as should be normal at this time of year, be particularly careful if you are 
visiting someone who is vulnerable because of age, illness or pre-existing condition. 
If you are ill, please do not make others unwell by visiting. We also need to be careful 
people don’t become isolated, so maintaining contact by phone may be an alternative, 
but do not expose others, or yourself, to unnecessary risk of infection.
If any of the clergy become unwell, especially if they suspect they may have 
coronavirus, they will not be in church or be available to visit you. If staff or volunteers 
become ill, this could mean that things change at short notice. At this stage, only 
mild precautions are necessary and there is no need to be overly concerned. If things 
change, information will be provided via the Team website and through social media.

With my thanks and prayers,

Helen

The Revd Helen Dawes, Team Rector
2nd March 2020
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