
 

 
ST THOMAS’S 

 

We pray for the family of STEPHEN PETTIFER who died peacefully on 
Saturday, 29th February.  Stephen was a staunch supporter of St Thomas’s. He 
will be much missed. Previously he had been a churchwarden at Motcombe.  
His funeral service will be there at 12 noon, Thursday, 19 March. 

We also pray for KIRSTY CLARKE, who is unwell, and look forward to a 
speedy recovery. 

This year’s TEAM LENT COURSE is based around the themes in the film 
“Chocolat” and will be run by Jeremy Mais and Pam Rink at Motcombe Church 
for five weeks, from Monday 2nd March at 7pm. Do join.  

THE APCM (CHURCH AGM) for St Thomas’s will follow our service on 
Sunday, 26th April. Please put the date in your diaries. 

 
CHRISTIAN AID LENT LUNCHES began on Friday 29th February. Melbury 
and Quakers are hosting on Friday 13 March 12:00 - 1:30 in the Town Hall. 
The following help is sought: items for the bring and buy stall; homemade 
soup in 1 gallon (4-5 litres) or 1/2 gallon quantities; help on the day, 10:30 to 
2:00, moving furniture, clearing tables, etc; cash contributions for the 
purchase of provisions and from those who would like to support but are 
unable to attend. 
Please sign the list at the back of church stating any help you are able to 
offer. Thank you in anticipation. 
 
SHAFTESBURY ABBEY - THE MOVIE Julian Richards presents the world 
premiere of this film at The Shaftesbury Arts Centre on Thursday 19th 
March at 7.30pm. Tickets are £12 (Members £10). After the screening there 
will be time for questions. 

TEAM SERVICE on Sunday 29th March, 10am at St Mary’s Motcombe. Colin 
Brady, Social Justice Programme Manager for Salisbury Diocese, as our 
preacher.  Please join us as we worship together. 

For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood on 855255 or 
atwoodrodney@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

     WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

  
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 8th March – Second Sunday of Lent 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 15th March – Third Sunday of Lent 

No service in St Thomas’ 

 

Sunday 22nd March – Fourth Sunday of Lent / Mothering Sunday 

11.15am Parish Communion 
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Collect  

Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, that 
they may return to the way of righteousness: grant to all those who are 
admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, that they may reject those 
things that are contrary to their profession, and follow all such things as are 
agreeable to the same; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

First reading: Genesis 12.1-4a 

Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and 
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will 
curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram 
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 

 

Second reading: Romans 4.1-5,13-17 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to 
the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast 
about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say? ‘Abraham 
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now to one 
who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to 
one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is 
reckoned as righteousness. 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If 
it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 
promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither 
is there violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of 
the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father 
of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’)—in 
the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead 
and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

 

Gospel reading: John 3.1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do 
apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ 
Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? 
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, 
“You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you 
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to 
him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of 
Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Almighty God, you see that we have no power of ourselves to help 
ourselves: keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; 
that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the 
body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

. 


