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A locked church 

Ah my dear Lord, the church is locked 
but let my heart be open to your presence; 
there let us make, you and I, 
your Easter garden; 
plant it with flowers, 
and let the heavy stone be rolled away. 

by Alan Amos 

 The Gathering  
Eternal God, 
who made this most holy night 
to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 
set us aflame with the fire of your love, 
and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  
Christ yesterday and today, 
the beginning and the end, 
Alpha and Omega, 
all time belongs to him, 
and all ages; 
to him be glory and power, 
through every age and for ever. Amen. 
  
By his holy and glorious wounds 
may Christ our Lord guard and keep us. 
Amen. 
  
This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ passed 
from death to life. Throughout the world Christians 
celebrate the awesome power of God. As we hear 
his word and proclaim all that God has done, we can 
be confident that we shall share his victory over 
death and live with him for ever. 
  
The minister lights a candle, saying 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

The Exsultet 
Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 
O Universe, dance around God’s throne! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
Sound the victorious trumpet of salvation! 
  
Rejoice, O earth, in glory, revealing the splendour of 
your creation, 
radiant in the brightness of your triumphant King! 
Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory fill 
you! 
Darkness vanishes for ever! 
  
Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! 
The risen Saviour, our Lord of life, shines upon you! 
Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy. 
  
Choirs of angels, stars and planets: 
all God’s people sing and dance. 
All creation, Church of God: 
all God’s people sing and dance. 
We praise you Lord of life and death: 
we glorify your name: 
all God’s people sing and dance. 
This is the day you set us free, 
bringing us home in love; 
holy day, when you led your people 
through the fearsome sea: 
all God’s people sing and dance. 
This is the day you brought your Son 
through the doors of death; 
O holy day, when death takes flight 
and hope is born again: 
all God’s people sing and dance. 
This is the day our tears of sadness 
turn to shouts of joy; 
holy day, when the choirs of earth 
sing the songs of heaven: 
all God’s people sing and dance. 
This is the day when Christ our Light 
makes the darkness bright: 
all God’s people sing and dance. 
Christ is the life that knows no end. 
Christ is the love that burns within. 
Christ is the peace that floods the world. 
Christ is the Lord who reigns on high. 
All God’s people sing and dance. 
Amen. 
  
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
  

Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 
To God be glory for ever. 
To God be glory for ever. 
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Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
  
Glory to God, Glory to God, Son of the Father. 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Son of the Father. 
To God be glory for ever. 
To God be glory for ever. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
  
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Spirit. 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Spirit. 
To God be glory for ever. 
To God be glory for ever. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
  

The Collect 
Lord of all life and power, 
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
overcame the old order of sin and death 
to make all things new in him: 
grant that we, being dead to sin 
and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
may reign with him in glory; 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour, glory and might, 
now and in all eternity. Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Readings 
Jeremiah 31.1-6    Acts 10.34-43 

The words of the readings are on the pewsheet. 

At the end of each reading the reader may say 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  

Hymn 
The day of resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness, 
the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, 
from earth unto the sky, 
our Christ hath brought us over, 
with hymns of victory. 
 
Our hearts be pure from evil, 
that we may see aright 

the Lord in rays eternal 
of resurrection-light; 
and listening to his accents, 
may hear, so calm and plain, 
his own "All hail!" and, hearing, 
may raise the victor strain. 
 
Now let the heavens be joyful! 
And earth the song begin! 
The round world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein! 
Let all things seen and unseen 
their notes of gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord hath risen, 
our joy that hath no end. 
 

Gospel Reading - Matthew 28.1-10 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the 
living one; I was dead, and behold I am alive for 
evermore. 
Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
The words of the Gospel are on the pewsheet. 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
  

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
  



Prayers of Intercession 
We kneel or sit to pray.  
These responses may be used 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
  
And at the end 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 
The risen Christ came and stood among his 
disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then were 
they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
  
Alleluia. 
The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 
and also with you. Alleluia. 
  

Preparation of the Table 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed 
upon it. 
  
Be present, be present, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
Amen. 
  

The Eucharistic Prayer  
The Lord be with you      

and also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and 
everywhere to give you thanks, almighty and 
eternal Father, and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts the memory of your 
wonderful works. 
 
For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your 
risen Son, has conquered the powers of death and 
hell and restored in men and women the image of 
your glory. He has placed them once more in 
paradise and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
 

And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven 
resound with gladness; while angels and archangels 
and the powers of all creation repeat for ever the 
hymn of your glory:  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your 
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, and as we follow his 
example and obey his command, grant that by the 
power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and 
wine may be to us his body and his blood; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took 
bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body 
which is given for you; do this in remembrance of 
me. 
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and 
gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink 
this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his 
offering of himself made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension; we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup we make the 
memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, this our 
sacrifice of thanks and praise, and as we eat and 
drink these holy gifts in the presence of your divine 
majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with 
your love and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.  
  



The Lord’s Prayer 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us pray with 
confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 
give us this bread always. 
  
We say the ‘Agnus Dei’ together. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
        
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
        
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 
Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
  

Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 
  
God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-
begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his 
glorious resurrection have delivered us from the 
power of our enemy: grant us so to die daily to sin, 
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his 
risen life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of 

your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we 
offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out  
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 

Hymn 
Thine be the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son; 
Endless is the victory, Thou o’er death hast won; 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
Kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
 
Thine be the glory, risen conqu’ring Son, 
Endless is the vict’ry, thou o’er death hast won. 
 
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
Let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph 
sing; 
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. 
 
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
Life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 
Make us more than conqu’rors, through thy 
deathless love: 
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 
 

Edmund Budry (1854-1932), tr. Richard Birch Hoyle 
(1875-1939) 

 

The Blessing 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his 
sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

The Dismissal 
With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
  
  

Some material included in this service is copyright: © 
The Archbishops' Council 2000. Common Worship: 
Times and Seasons, material from which is included 
in this service, is copyright © The  Archbishops’ 
Council 2006.   


