
Prayers and Reflections for the Sixth Sunday of Easter  

 

Acts 17:22-31 

Psalm 66:7-18 

1 Peter 3:13-22 

John 14:15-21 

 

 

Risen Christ, 

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 

help your Church to obey your command 

and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

Psalm 66:7-18 
Refrain:   

All the earth shall worship you, O Lord. 

 

7 Bless our God, O you peoples; ◊ 

 make the voice of his praise to be heard, 

 

8 Who holds our souls in life ◊ 

 and suffers not our feet to slip. 

 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; ◊ 

 you have tried us as silver is tried. 

 

10 You brought us into the snare; ◊ 

 you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

 

11 You let enemies rise over our heads; 

 we went through fire and water; ◊ 

 but you brought us out into a place of liberty. 

 

12 I will come into your house with burnt offerings 

 and will pay you my vows, ◊ 

 which my lips uttered 

 and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 

 

13 I will offer you fat burnt sacrifices 

 with the smoke of rams; ◊ 

 I will sacrifice oxen and goats.  

 



14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, ◊ 

 and I will tell you what he has done for my soul. 

 

15 I called out to him with my mouth ◊ 

 and his praise was on my tongue. 

 

16 If I had nursed evil in my heart, ◊ 

 the world would not have heard me, 

 

17 But in truth God has heard me; ◊ 

 he has heeded the voice of my prayer. 

 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, ◊ 

 nor withheld this loving mercy from me. 

 

 

Reflection 
This Sunday’s reading from John’s Gospel is about the promise of the coming of the Holy Spirit amongst us.  

Jesus describes this as the ‘Advocate’ and the ‘spirit of truth.’  The Spirit is an important help to us in our 

lives and in our prayer, and a reminder that we are never alone.  We are told that the Spirit, and the love of 

God, will be with us forever.  This is the love that helps us to work for God’s kingdom and to feel God’s 

presence within and between us. 

 

Jesus says that he will ask the Father for the Spirit to be with us, and we ask – or call upon – the Spirit as 

well.  ‘Asking’ is an important part of prayer.  It is appropriate that this reading falls at this time in the 

church calendar as in a world without Coronavirus we would likely be celebrating ‘Rogation Sunday’ in our 

communities.  Rogation Sunday is the day when the church has traditionally offered prayer for God’s 

blessings on the fruits of the earth and our labour the labours of those who produce our food.   

The church’s celebration of Rogation Day has taken many different forms over the centuries.  It has varied 

from observance on the fixed date of 25th April, to great outdoor processions on the three days before 

Ascension Day.  Queen Elizabeth I ordered that churches observe the ‘beating of the bounds’, a ceremony 

in which the minster and congregation would process around the boundary of their parish to pray for its 

protection during the forthcoming year.  Perhaps this is something we could do individually in our parishes 

for our daily exercise?  Or might this be something to be organised for next year?  I know I have been 

walking the paths of St. James, St. John’s and St. Thomas’s during the lockdown and getting to know the 

parishes in a much more intimate way than I ever would have done when I just jump into my car.  I also 

seem to have found myself sitting in the churchyards of the three churches, simply pondering and taking 

time out from the mental stresses of a life in lockdown… 

 

We ask for all sorts of things in prayer, both large and small.  I’m sure at this time we are praying for a swift 

end to the Coronavirus pandemic, or for the success of a vaccine, or that suffering and death will come to 

an end.  When we pray, we ask for the health and happiness for our family and our friends, and ourselves.  

We ask for wars to stop and for people to live in peace with each other.  We ask for a world in which all are 

equal, and not one where people are forced to be refugees or use food banks or to live on the streets.  We 

ask for a better – and a fairer – place.  We ask for God’s kingdom to come on earth today.  But asking is just 



one kind of prayer.  We also say sorry and offer worship and praise in songs and words.  And we don’t even 

have to use words at all.  We might choose to simply sit in awe and silence; to listen out for the signs of God 

speaking to us.  

 

When we ask for something it’s always polite to say ‘please.’  And so when we pray, we should remember 

to say ‘thank you.’  But do we always remember to say ‘thank you’ to God?  To we say ‘thank you’ enough?  

It’s easy to focus on all the bad and sad and unfair things in the world, but how would it feel to say ‘thank 

you’ as well?  At Pentecost on Sunday 31st May, we will be celebrating the coming of the Holy Spirit.  With 

the Spirit, the people spoke in many different languages, but were able to understand each other.  God 

understands us whoever we are, in whatever language and voice we speak with and whether we even 

speak at all.  With the Spirit we are all one.  We might not feel like saying thank you in the midst of our 

current plight, but the God who created, calls, and loves us is still present with us.  For as C. S. Lewis said, 

‘Pain insists upon being attended to.  God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but 

shouts in our pains.  It is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.’  And so in our current pain, it is good to 

remember that the Sprit – the Advocate – is always with us.  All we have to do is ask… 

 

Kirsty 

 

 

 

Prayers for Ourselves and for Others 
 

Prayer about the Coronavirus outbreak:  

God of compassion, 

be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness, be their consolation; 

in their anxiety, be their hope; 

in their darkness, be their light; 

through him who suffered alone on the cross, 

but reigns with you in glory, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

 

A prayer for Rogationtide: 

Remember, Lord, your mercy and loving-kindness towards us. 

Bless this good earth, and make it fruitful. 

Bless our labour, and give us all things needed for our daily lives. 

Bless the homes of our parish and all who live within them. 

Bless our common life and our care for our neighbour. 

Hear us, good Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Mighty God, 

in whom we know the power of redemption, 

you stand among us in the shadows of our time. 

As we move through every sorrow and trial of this life, 

uphold us with knowledge of the final morning 

when, in the glorious presence of your risen Son, 

we will share in his resurrection, 

redeemed and restored to the fullness of life 

and forever freed to be your people.   

Amen. 

 

 

Living and gracious God, 

through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 

you have brought us out to a spacious place  

where we are called to live as those redeemed. 

Empower us by your Spirit to keep your commandments, 

that we may show forth your love 

with gentle word and reverent deed 

to all your people.   

Amen. 

 

 

Blessing: 

May God keep you in all your days. 

May Christ shield you in all your ways. 

May the Spirit bring you healing and peace. 

May God the Holy Trinity drive all darkness from you  

and pour upon you blessing and light.   

Amen. 


