
FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

For the sick: for those in our Team parishes; for all residents in our local care 
and nursing homes and for the staff there who care for them, and for the staff and 
patients of the Westminster Hospital. 

For those who have died: John Bush, Linda Ridley and Leo and Priscilla 
Williams. 

For our community: particularly at this difficult time. 

For the world:  For all places where there is conflict and in particular for Syria, 
Turkey, Iraq, and the Middle East for peace and concern for all people. 
 
For our link diocese of Lui in the Episcopal Church of South Sudan. For their 
Bishop, Stephen and all who are part of God’s church in that place. 
 

NOTICES 
 

Pastoral Ministry continues as far as possible – let us know if you would like one 
of our clergy or lay ministers to call you by phone. 
 
Public Worship is suspended but  we will do what we can do though Facebook. 
Baptisms and weddings are also suspended (except in emergencies) at least until 
the next government review. Funerals continue under restrictions. Please contact 
the Team Office for information: 01747 853060 or office@ShaftesburyCofE.org 
 
Gillingham Foodbank continues to operate with adaptations to meet the 
current social distancing requirements. Demand for boxes of food is high so they 
do especially value the continued generous donations from supermarket 
customers. There is a shortage of fruit juice, UHT milk, potato mash & savoury 
treats. As all food currently has to be boxed, compact boxes of cereals, 500gm 
bags of pasta or rice etc. are a great help. Many thanks.  Elizabeth Wray   
 
e-Contact if you would like to sign up for our e-Contact mailing which is offering 
details of our live-streamed services, some prayer resources to use at home, and 
other important information, please email the Team Office using “e-Contact” as 
the subject and we will add you to our list: office@shafesburyCofE.org.uk 
 

            
 
 

 
                Team Pew Sheet 

          Sunday 17th May 
        6th Sunday of Easter  
 

 
 

This service will be on Facebook at 10am on Sunday: 
www.facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE 

Join us live if you can, or you can watch the video afterwards 
 

The order of service is available to print or read on our website: 
www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 

 
 
 

 

Readings: 
 

Acts 17.22-31 
1 Peter 3.13-22 
John 14.15-21 

 
 

Collect  
God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: grant, that as by his 
death he has recalled us to life, so by his continual presence in us he 
may raise us to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: may we 
thirst for you, the spring of life and source of goodness, through him who is 

alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen 
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First Reading - Acts 17.22-31 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see 
how extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through 
the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found 
among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God 
who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served 
by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 
to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made 
all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so 
that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we 
live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets 
have said, “For we too are his offspring.” Since we are God’s offspring, 
we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he 
will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 
the dead.’ 
 
 
Second Reading – 1 Peter 3.13-22 
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if 
you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what 
they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ 
as Lord. Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who 
demands from you an account of the hope that is in you; yet do it with 
gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when 
you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ 
may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ 
also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in 
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made 

alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to 
the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight people, were saved through water. And 
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of 
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and 
is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him. 
 
 
 
Gospel Reading – John 14.15-21 
‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. 
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides 
with you, and he will be in you. 
 
‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you 
also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you 
in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them 
are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’ 
 
 
 
 
 


