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All my hope on God is founded;
he doth still my trust renew,
me through change and chance he guideth,
only good and only true.

JOACHIM NEANDER (1650-1680)
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                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060
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5 Gold Hill, 

Shaftesbury  SP7 8JW

 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd         keyring@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Do Trowbridge  01747 852195
Melbury Abbas  Juliet Bichard             01747 851836
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Christine Mitchell  01747 858219



3

Leading Article

Holding on to Hope

We all have different ways of coping with our lockdown life.  At times, I liken it to the 
famous five stages of grief model (which aren’t really progressive stages at all, but that’s 
for another piece of writing): Denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and acceptance.  
I’m not entirely sure where I am at the moment, but I can go through all of them in 
the course of a single day.  Alternatively, I imagine we are in some twenty-first-century 
version of the film ‘Groundhog Day.’  I don’t want to offend any fans of the film, but I 
found it so boring that I gave up about three-quarters of the way through.  I guess that 
was sort of the point, but we can’t simply switch off living in lockdown.  We have to find 
ways to endure – and perhaps even enjoy – parts of it.  For example, I am enjoying my 
daily walks.  The key, I have found, is to try several different routes, sometimes to go on 
my own and sometimes with family, to listen to music on my way, to take my camera, and 
to go at different times of the day.  I am also limiting how much news I actively read or 
watch.  This is not a kind of ‘sticking my head in the sand’ response or to deny the reality 
of the situation, but more a conscious choice not to drown in our sea of troubles.  I dip 
my toe in daily, but I am desperate to stay afloat.  

Amidst all the uncertainty and difficulties in which we are all now living, I am doing my 
best to take a positive from each day.  I like that I have re-discovered a love of walking 
and got my new boots muddy, that I am enjoying cooking for the first time in my life (and 
have the confidence to try new dishes), and that I have taken some good photographs 
of the nature that surrounds me.  It is easy to get downhearted – and believe me I have – 
but I am drawn back to myself by the power of one word and concept: Hope.  Our Gospel 
reading for Sunday 10th May told us to not let our hearts be troubled.  This is sometimes 
easier said than done, but the presence of hope is what keeps us going in difficult times.  
Even in the worst of times.  This was true for the Holocaust survivor Viktor Frankl, whose 
book Man’s Search for Meaning brought to light the best of humanity as well as the 
worst.  He showed us that even in the midst of such incomprehensible slaughter, hope 
and meaning could still be found.  Without hope, the prisoner would give up and be on 
borrowed time, but with it, there remained a flicker of a chance of a future life.  Not all of 
life could be extinguished in the gas chambers, and God was there with them.  With a 
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meaning to life, we can have the courage to face almost anything, even if – as so often in 
the camps – the meaning is sacrifice and to die a good death.  It often feels we’re without 
choice, but Frankl reminds us that this is never the case, even in the most desperate of 
circumstances.  In one of the most moving segments of the book, he writes,   

‘We who lived in concentration camps can remember the men who 
walked through the huts comforting others, giving away their last 
piece of bread. They may have been few in number, but they offer 
sufficient proof that everything can be taken from a man but one 
thing: the last of the human freedoms — to choose one’s attitude in 
any given set of circumstances, to choose one’s own way.’

Hope is, for me, the centre and meaning of it all.  It’s the reason why we get up in the 
morning and get through another lockdown day.  

The church has recently celebrated the life and work of my favourite mystic, Julian of 
Norwich; that great hope-filled mystic of the fourteenth-century.  Her book, Revelations 
of Divine Love, is the first book written in English by a woman.  It recounts a series of 
visions – and their meaning – which she experienced in 1373 at the age of thirty.  I 
have read Revelations on numerous occasions (and even wrote my MA thesis on her!) 
and each time I am more and more struck by the way she powerfully speaks into our 
contemporary context.  I like Julian so much because although she never denies the 
reality of the suffering and pain in the world – she herself wrote out of the context of the 
aftermath of the Black Death – her message is ultimately one of hope.  Her most famous 
saying, ‘All shall be well, all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well’ is often 
used in a glib kind of a way, printed on tea towels and the like, but when read in context 
what she is really saying is that despite the pain and troubles you are now facing, better 
times will come, you are loved and precious to God, and ultimately all will be well.  We 
need to endure, but we will overcome.  A message most pertinent for today. 

With every blessing,

Kirsty 
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Monthly Letter, May 2020 
 
From the Bishop of Sherborne, Karen Gorham 
 

 
 
Communities of Hope 
 
I have appreciated over the last few months having a little extra time to read and one of the books I 
have been challenged by has been ‘Accompaniment, Community and Nature’* by one of our local 
clergy, the Revd Canon Jonathan Herbert.  
 
It is easy to think of Christian Community as a rather exclusive thing, with its own rules and rhythms 
known only to those who belong there. Far from it, writes Jonathan, as he describes some of his own 
experiences of communities of hope and welcome, including in two our diocese- Pilsdon and Hilfield.  
 
As these particular communities, and others, have shaped Jonathan’s life it is encouraging to 
observe how these communities themselves have also been shaped by all those who come into 
contact with them, bringing about a ministry of healing, fellowship and a generosity of service which 
transforms life far beyond itself.  
 
For Jonathan it has been the ability to accompany individuals that has been informative and 
transformative, something many of our chaplains also would testify to. To live, sit or stand alongside 
individuals, to listen, advocate, encourage and give time is itself a precious gift which should not be 
underestimated or squandered. 
 
Reading this book at this time has caused me to reflect on how a church without walls can be 
transformative in its own welcome, how we as individual Christians can be alongside others in their 
own life journeys meeting them, as Christ meets us, just where they are and how going forward we 
need to take time to stop, listen and engage with those outside our boundaries in new ways. The 
ministry of chaplaincy can do much to inform the work of the Church in its interaction with the world 
as we all contemplate a different future.  
 
What Jonathan has shown me is that churches with very definite walls have to decide how to keep 
the door firmly open, not only to enable the needy, searching and interested to enter, but also, as 
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For Jonathan it has been the ability to accompany individuals that has been informa-
tive and transformative, something many of our chaplains also would testify to. To live, 



8

sit or stand alongside individuals, to listen, advocate, encourage and give time is itself a 
precious gift which should not be underestimated or squandered.

Reading this book at this time has caused me to reflect on how a church without walls 
can be transformative in its own welcome, how we as individual Christians can be 
alongside others in their own life journeys meeting them, as Christ meets us, just where 
they are and how going forward we need to take time to stop, listen and engage with 
those outside our boundaries in new ways. The ministry of chaplaincy can do much to 
inform the work of the Church in its interaction with the world as we all contemplate a 
different future. 

What Jonathan has shown me is that churches with very definite walls have to decide 
how to keep the door firmly open, not only to enable the needy, searching and interest-
ed to enter, but also, as we are reminded at Pentecost, to welcome God the Holy Spirit 
of possibility, surprise, interruption, creativity and discomfort in too.

*Accompaniment, Community and Nature by Jonathan Herbert is published by Jessica 
Kingsley
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St Peter’s

Members of St Peter’s are taking this opportunity to examine some of the roles played 
by members of the congregation.  The first of these is that of Church Warden, here 
explained by Rosalind Butcher

Church Warden
As I write this in Lock-down the role of a church warden seems almost non-existent as 
we are not allowed into the church and all we are doing is checking that the church has 
not been broken into. 

In more normal times when we have church services our role is to ensure that services 
run smoothly without hitches. Hitches can be anything from the wafers running out for 
a communion service, the lights not working, have the readers arrived and if not then a 
substitute needs to be found. In other words if something doesn’t happen that should, 
it is the responsibility of the church warden to make everything alright again. Likewise, 
anything that happens that should not happen, it is the church wardens’ responsibility 
to restore order, even take a service if there is no clergy. 

Apart from the services, the church warden is also responsible for the church 
building(s) and ensuring that the church yard is kept in good order. If a grave stone 
topples over then the church warden should make sure it is restored. The upkeep of the 
buildings also includes checking that our goods and chattels are kept in good order 
and there are no losses.  

In St. Peter’s we have two church wardens so we can work together, and conveniently 
we share the same Christian name. Which one of us has written this? Another fortunate 
circumstance is that the responsibility of the graveyard is borne by other members of 
St. Peter’s and the Treasurer has taken on the buildings – but the church warden still 
has to complete any faculty paperwork.

As you can see there is a huge variety of roles for church wardens and I am so grateful 
for the support of the congregation of St. Peter’s who are very willing and helpful. I 
know some of you must dread seeing me approach with my clipboard in hand … but if 
you cannot do, or are reluctant to comply with my wishes you say so, and that is good 
as I do not want unwilling helpers. Thank you.

Rosalind Butcher
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St John’s, Enmore Green

It’s hard to believe that it’s seven weeks since we met for worship in St John’s. Several 
of us have joined in the live-streamed services led by our Team clergy and taken 
advantage of their on-line reflections and other material. Others have used the radio or 
TV to share in worship. 

It has been important to keep in touch with one another – by email and telephone, a 
weekly news sheet, and meetings on Zoom. How easily we have taken to this as a way 
of keeping in touch with friends and family! 

From the start we have been anxious not to neglect those without internet or smart 
phones, so, in addition to regular phone calls, we provide printed copies of orders of 
service, news sheet, reflections and sermons for them, and other things on request. We 
make sure they have useful phone numbers and have the help they need. 
Sometimes we come across one another when we are taking our daily exercise and 
have socially-distanced conversations.  Many of us are enjoying the more relaxed pace 
of life, reminding ourselves, of course, that it’s a very different story for many people, 
and far from relaxed.

Apart from having no church services, we have been unable to have our coffee 
mornings or our  fund-raising day in the Town Hall so, contrary to earlier plans, our 
plant and produce table is up and running again, raising much-needed funds for St 
John’s. Any plants, cuttings or produce will be most welcome. Just put them on the 
table or ring Elizabeth Preston for collection. (01747 850654)  For a couple of weeks we 
used the table to raise money for NHS Charities Together (£105) and the Westminster 
Memorial Hospital (£100), selling dahlia tubers and hardy fuchsias donated by Mr 
Alfred Bevan. There will be more hardy fuchsias later, and the money from them will go 
to the Weldmar Hospice.

In our rather muted celebration on 8th May of the 75th anniversary of VE day, we were 
reminded of the sacrifice made by so many, and the hardship suffered for so long, 
but also of the hope that sprang from the cessation of hostilities, at least in Europe. A 
hope for lasting peace and some change in the social order, which did come about in 
better educational opportunity for all children, the creation of the Welfare State and the 
establishment of the NHS, which we have so much reason to be thankful for, especially 
at the moment.

We continue to give thanks for all who are caring for the sick and dying in all settings, 
as well as all those in the many supporting roles; those keeping important services 
running, keeping up our food supplies, and others who are helping in so many ways, 
many of them as volunteers. We thank them all.
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St James’ Church

Correspondent Jeanne Loader, being unable to extract any contributions for this issue 
from the members of St James, decided that the only way forward was to recount a 
story.  But see Pg 18.

There was a preacher who fell in the ocean and he couldn’t swim. When a boat came by, 
the captain yelled, “Do you need help, sir?” The preacher calmly said “No, God will save me.” 
A little later, another boat came by and a fisherman asked, “Hey, do you need help?” The 
preacher replied again, “No God will save me.” Eventually the preacher drowned & went to 
heaven. The preacher asked God, “Why didn’t you save me?” God replied, “Fool, I sent you 
two boats!”

From the Registers

Burial
27th February 2020 – Susan Phillips

There are hopeful signs that some of the restrictions may be relaxed a bit soon, but I 
think we are all resigned to the fact that life is going to be very different for some time 
to come. We look forward to throwing St John’s doors open and welcoming you in – as 
long as you keep your distance and, perhaps,  don’t sing, at least for the time being! 
Some of us would find that difficult.
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe
Gillingham Foodbank
St Mary’s continues to collect items of non-perishable food for Gillingham Foodbank. 
At the time of writing these can be dropped off at the church on Wednesdays between 
3.00pm and 7.00pm. However, should the situation change and the church is once 
again open, you will be able to drop off items at any time during the day, always 
ensuring that safe physical distancing is maintained. 

FROM THE REGISTERS
Funeral
9th April – Stephen Cundick
16th April – David Harrod
4th May – Margaret and James Scammell
6th May – Dorothy Tuffin

A PRAYER FOR OUR TIMES
O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us. 
May all that we do flow from our deep connection with you and all beings. 
Help us become a community that vulnerably shares each other’s burdens and the weight 
of glory. Listen to our hearts’ longings for the healing of our world. 
Knowing you are hearing us better than we are speaking, we offer these prayers in all the 
holy names of God, 
Amen.
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St Thomas’s Melbury Abbas

Spring under lockdown, goslings and cowslips 

NOW in the later stages of lockdown, it is a good time to begin to reflect on what we 
have learned during this strange period of social isolation, and how we might do things 
differently when we are able to reopen our churches.

Some thoughts learnt from the Israelites’ experience of exile in the sixth century BC has 
much to teach us, writes Ven. Mark Ireland

Initially they had a massive sense of dislocation and loss but then found positives. The 
challenge for us now is to think about how we might hold on to those positives, as we 
begin to plan for our return from exile. 

We can live more simply. In lockdown, we have learned to embrace simpler pleasures 
— walks from the house, time in the garden, cooking at home, evenings with the family 
— saving money and saving the planet. We have discovered how we can live more 
gently and sustainably and can aim to preserve the community spirit that has been 
fostered among us, showing acts of human kindness and goodwill, especially towards 
those who will emerge from this pandemic battered, bruised, and financially weakened, 
or grieving for the loss of loved ones. 
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Funeral
Keith Reginald Woolmington, formerly of Hillside Melbury Abbas, died on 2nd May 
2020 aged 79 years. A graveside funeral service was held on 15th May 2020.

St Mary’s, Compton Abbas

Lockdown Life
By the time you read this, I hope that our lockdown will have been successfully and 
safely relaxed. But if you are still having to stay inside, don’t forget that the Clerk 
to the Parish Council is co-ordinating volunteers to help with shopping, collecting 
prescriptions etc. For more details, go to the Parish Council website http://www.
comptonabbas.org.uk/ and scroll down to the bottom of the home page.

We will re-open the church as soon as we’re allowed to do so. Until then, remember 
that you can send prayer requests to our email prayer chain. If you would like prayers 
for yourself, or for anyone else (you only need to send the first name), email compton.
prayers@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk  The inbox is monitored every day and your request 
will be sent on in confidence, in a separate email.

If you would like to join the prayer chain, or would like more details, please email the 
same address and the person who monitors it will get in touch with you.

http://www.comptonabbas.org.uk/
http://www.comptonabbas.org.uk/
mailto:compton.prayers@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
mailto:compton.prayers@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
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Worship in the Shaftesbury 
Team Ministry

Services
While services in our churches are suspended we are aiming to provide a variety of 
opportunities to worship together via our Facebook page:

www.facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE
Join us each Sunday morning at 10am for our live-streamed Team services or watch it as 
a video later. Also keep an eye on Facebook for other services and resources.
e-Contact
We are using our e-Contact mailing to keep you up to date with news and information, 
but also to point you in the direction of prayer and worship resources that you can use 
at home. The link to our weekly Team pew sheet and the order of service for our Sunday 
live-streamed services are also there.  If you would like to sign up for our e-Contact 
mailing, please email the Team Office on office@ShafesburyCofE.org.uk  using the subject 
“e-Contact” and we will add you to our list.

Other Worship Resources
There are lots of other online resources which you may find helpful. Here are those 
provided on the Church of England website:
Daily Prayer:
Available in both contemporary and traditional forms and for all times of day:
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
Today’s Prayer:
Listen to or read the “Prayer for the Day” and join in with thousands of others saying 
these words each day:

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/
todays-prayer

The Church of England’s “Light a candle online”
You can light a virtual candle online at the Church of England’s website. They say, “By 
lighting a virtual candle, you’re making space to pray. You can light a candle online to 
pray for yourself, for a loved one or for a situation. Whatever is going on, make space to 
pray in your life.”
Go to the link below and follow the instructions given:

https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/light-candle

http://www.facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE
mailto:office@ShafesburyCofE.org.uk
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/light-candle
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Not online….?
What about people who aren’t on the internet? We are aware that there is a substantial 
group of people who can’t join services on the internet or receive prayer resources 
by email. At the moment we have been asked by the Church of England not to deliver 
resources by hand, because of the risk of passing on infection. This means that there is a 
group of people it is very hard to reach with our local efforts. 
If you are in touch with someone who is in this situation, please do reassure them that 
they are in our prayers and that we would be glad to be in theirs. As always, let us know if 
there’s someone who needs one of the clergy to get in touch.
The thought of how wonderful it will be to be back in our churches together is no 
doubt sustaining lots of you at this time, but we hope our suggestions will help in the 
meantime.

Daily Hope  
The Church of England has launched a new free phone line of hymns, prayers and 
reflections. If you have friends, relatives or neighbours who aren’t on the internet, do let 
them know about this special new service. The line is available 24 hours a day on 0800 
804 8044.

BBC Television & Radio
In response to the Covid-19 outbreak, the BBC is broadcasting a Sunday morning service 
on BBC One. This is in addition to their usual religious programmes. Times vary so keep 
an eye on your TV listings.

The regular Radio 4 Sunday Service continues at 8:10am each Sunday morning.

Songs of Praise is broadcast on BBC One at 1:15pm on Sunday afternoons.
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Reconstructing Pegasus Bridge

I never thought I’d make a film for the BBC but that’s what happened last month for the 
VE Day commemorations…….!

     

My father Bill Ridgewell, aged 94, is a veteran of the Normandy Landings In World 
War 2.  He was in REME (Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers) and his task was 
to rescue tanks which had become stuck in minefields.  He and his little team of two 
other friends had the equipment to tow stricken tanks out of danger and was recently 
awarded the Legion d’Honneur by the French Government.  Unexpectedly, two French 
schoolgirls came with their teachers to the presentation ceremony at Blandford Camp.  
We maintained contact and in 2019 Bill and I visited one of the schools in Caen.
     When lockdown started for the UK, the same thing was happening in France.  The 
young people at one of the schools in Cabourg sent us episode one of their Lockdown 
Chronicles in which they described their lives away from school.  We saw pictures of 
young people staying in their pyjamas all day long, studying at computers, cuddling 
their pets, cooking with their parents, and eating home cooking.  So Bill decided to 
start sending videos in return, once a week.  I made videos on my mobile phone of him 
potting up begonias, showing off his baking skills and describing his ‘art studio’, among 
other things.
     The French History teacher contacted Associated Press about this remarkable 
exchange of lockdown stories and they requested interviews with Bill in England 
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and one of the pupils and her History teacher in France.  While this was being set up 
I wondered if the BBC would be interested so I contacted them online.  Imagine my 
surprise when a researcher contacted me to ask if I could video Bill on my mobile 
phone and send it to her via WhatsApp.  She sent me a little teaching video of herself 
filming her father in their kitchen - How to do it right and how to do it wrong!  She was 
obviously living with her parents during lockdown.
     She sent me a list of questions and we duly did the deed in Bill’s front room with 
him wearing his medals and his regimental tie.  I sent the video to the researcher and 
she told me he would be on Breakfast News the next day.  She did not say that Bill 
Ridgewell would precede Boris Johnson giving their messages to the nation!!
     Bill’s message to the nation was that war should not happen in this way again 
because of the tremendous waste.  Afterwards we realised that the way to prevent war 
happening is to build bridges of relationship and this is exactly what was happening 
between Bill and the French schools.

We are indebted to Revd Mary Ridgewell for dictating this article over the phone to St 
James’ correspondent Jeanne Loader who was so impressed by Mr Ridgewell’s television 
appearance that she thought we should all be able to share his story. (Ed)
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fiona_billfootcare@btinternet.com
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Any old sheets?

Church communities are being asked to donate sewing machines and yellow 

ribbons as well as cotton sheets to help a local prison support the NHS

The residents of HMP Guys Marsh are making items such as scrubs and laundry 
bags for Shaftesbury and Yeovil Hospitals.

HMP Guys Marsh is also asking for occupational materials such as jigsaws and 
notepads for those prisoners not involved in the sewing effort and therefore in 
lockdown.

A spokesperson said:

“There is a continuing demand for scrubs and laundry bags that the contaminated 
scrubs can be put in to wash, so, in order for more men to be involved in the 
work and for the demand to be met, sewing machines, fabric or cotton sheets 
(washable at 60 degrees) are needed.”

Occupational materials are also requested for those men who are not involved in 
the sewing workshops and who spend a great deal of time locked in their cells.

The occupational materials requested are notepads, drawing paper, pencils, 
jigsaws, Rubik cubes, puzzles, board games, self-help books – but NOT playing 
cards.

If you can help with any of these items, please contact Ann Davis-Penson on 
01258 820456.
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The Shaftesbury 
Committee since 

1952

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY TAKES UP THE CHALLENGE
An Emergency Appeal.   Since the Lockdown, The Childrens’ Society has been working 
exceptionally hard, reacting and adapting to these ever changing times with impressive 
effect. This includes the launch of a new campaign, the Emergency Coronavirus 
Appeal: https://donate.childrenssociety.org.uk . At this time when the local fundraising 
committee has had to cancel events we encourage you to donate what you can.

Victoria Beckham gave the appeal a huge boost via her Instagram followers, inviting 
them to celebrate her birthday by donating to The Society.  This was picked up by the 
press and radio channels, helping the fund to exceed £25,000.  While this sum in no 
way compensates for the loss of income (the Society’s shops alone made about £1M 
each month) it enables much of the Society’s important work to carry on. 

Senior church figures speak about their support for vulnerable children and for The 
Children’s Society at this link: https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-you-can-do/
in-your-church/take-a-pew

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer initiative and this website includes a poster for 
colouring and placing in a window and where prayers and reflections on life can be 
found https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-you-can-do/in-your-church/pray-
worship-reflect/thy-kingdom-come-prayers 

With the increase in food bank usage during the current crisis, including the 122% 
rise in parcels given to children, The Childrens’ Society is part of a coalition of charities 
calling for a Coronavirus Emergency Income Support scheme to make sure everyone 
can access the basics they need at this time.

Maybe not a real Marathon, but…..  The cancellation of this year’s London Marathon 
had a devastating effect on many charities that depend on the huge amount of 
sponsorship money involved, the Children’s Society being no exception.  If a marathon 
is out of the question, what about the 2.6 Challenge, taken up by so many to support 
their charities.  Lots of information at: https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-you-
can-do/fundraisingandevents/twopointsixchallenge.  Ideas include (obviously) running 
2.6 miles, but what about walking 2.6 miles, dancing for 26 minutes, or reading aloud 
(in relays) for 2.6 hours?  Given some thought, the options are endless and the cause so 
very deserving.

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-you-can-do/in-your-church/take-a-pew
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-you-can-do/in-your-church/take-a-pew
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-you-can-do/in-your-church/pray-worship-reflect/thy-kingdom-come-prayers
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-you-can-do/in-your-church/pray-worship-reflect/thy-kingdom-come-prayers
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-you-can-do/fundraisingandevents/twopointsixchallenge
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-you-can-do/fundraisingandevents/twopointsixchallenge
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M: 07974 082293  E: andy@goldhillclassics.co.uk
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Hello from the Shaftesbury Area Christian Aid committee

What a year this is turning out to be – one for the history books indeed!  We hope all 
our supporters and friends have been keeping safe and well and this comes with our 
good wishes to everyone.  

Like other organisations, Covid 19 has severely impacted our fund raising activities so 
far this year – although we did manage three Lent Lunches, but the other three had to 
be cancelled and there will be no house-to-house or street collection during CA Week 
in May.  At the present moment, we cannot, of course, plan anything else until this 
dreadful situation is under control.  

The financial implications are severe, and many of the projects supported by CA are 
under threat, so we are asking that you would consider putting to one side the amount 
that you would have donated had our usual events gone ahead and pass it to the 
committee at a later date.  Alternatively you could phone 01747 854294 for details of 
other ways to give.  We look forward to the time when we can tell you that an event is 
planned, meantime, as our dear Queen assured us – “We’ll Meet Again”.

Hindsight 2020

Elaine Wynn-Mackenzie, of St John’s. has passed on a link to a charming and 
thought provoking video. 

 f26a44f6-4f4f-479d-aa4b-cefc6caf1a7a.MP4

If, like me, you have a mobile phone for which a museum would offer good money 
you can view it on a pc.  Click the link but if that doesn’t work input it and then just 
right click on the video icon and select Copy.
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Your local, friendly, professional estate agent

Tisbury: 01747 859359  |  Shaftesbury: 01747 213106
Boatwrights Estate Agentswww.boatwrights.co.uk
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!
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An update on Tony Hawkins - a survivor

Letter from Richard Hawkins about his father Tony

Dear family and friends,

On Friday, six weeks and a day after he was admitted, Dad came out of hospital and was 
wheeled back to his flat by his carer Liz and brother Phil (for those who don’t know the 
town, that’s a short journey of about 250 yards!).

We’ve kept rather quiet about this wonderful event because we knew how exhausted 
and frail Dad was, and still is, and how he would need several days of peace and calm 
to settle in to his new routine back home, with carers visiting four times daily. Philip 
and Michael have been to visit him, but I am not going down to Shaftesbury to see 
him until Friday myself, in order to give him the time and space his carers have said he 
needs.

It is a big period of adjustment for Dad, he went into hospital before the UK 
government declared the lockdown, and had little or no awareness until now of how 
massively this country and the whole world have changed in that time. 

I know many of you will be wanting to send Dad messages of support and 
congratulations for making it back home, after being so very ill, but can I please ask 
people not to phone, nor to visit if you are local, during this week. Dad finds phone calls 
very tiring and because carer hours inevitably vary a bit, it is difficult to avoid calling 
in the middle of a carer visit. However, your messages of support over the last week 
have been hugely encouraging to Dad and to us all, so please feel free to send them to 
me and I will pass them on when the moment is right. If you would like to send a card, 
that would be lovely too. The address, if you don’t have it, is 14 Savoy Court, Bimport, 
Shaftesbury, Dorset. SP7 8BN. 

Michael has also really appreciated phone calls from people, if you have already been in 
touch with him I am sure he would love to hear from you again. 

Once things are more settled I will let you know. 

Thank you again for all your kind messages of support over the last few weeks.

All the best,

Richard
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Coronavirus Letter to Humanity 

The earth whispered but you did not hear. The earth spoke but you did not listen. 

The earth screamed but you turned a deaf ear. And so I was born...
 
I was not born to punish you...  I was born to awaken you.  

The earth cried out for help... Massive flooding. But you didn’t listen.
 
Burning fires. But you didn’t listen. Strong hurricanes. But you didn’t listen.
Terrifying Tornadoes. But you didn’t listen. 

You still don’t listen to the earth when... 
Ocean animals are dying due to pollutants in the waters. 
Glaciers are melting at an alarming rate. Severe drought.
 
You didn’t listen to how much negativity the earth is receiving... 
Non-stop wars. Non-stop greed. You just kept going on with your life... 
No matter how much hate there was.  No matter how many killings daily... 
It was more important to get that latest iPhone than worry about what the earth was 
trying to tell you. 

But now I am here.  And I’ve made the world stop in its tracks. 
I’ve made YOU finally listen. I’ve made you take refuge. 
I’ve made you stop thinking about materialistic things. 

Now you are like the earth... You are only worried about YOUR survival. 
How does that feel?  I give you fever... like the fires burn on earth. 
I give you respiratory issues... like the pollution filling the earth’s air. 
I give you weakness... as the earth weakens every day. 
  
I took away your comforts...  Your outings.   
The things you would use to forget about the planet and its pain.   
And I made the world stop... 

And now... 

China and India have better air quality; the skies are clear blue because factories are not 
spewing pollution into the earth’s air. 
The water in Venice is clean and dolphins are being seen again, because the boats that 
polluted the water are not being used.   
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YOU are having to take time to reflect on what is important in YOUR life.  
 
Again, I am not here to punish you. I am here to Awaken you... 
 
When all this is over and I am gone... Please remember these moments. 
Listen to the earth. Listen to your soul. Stop Polluting the earth.
 
Stop Fighting amongst each other. Stop caring about materialistic things.
 
And start loving your neighbours. Start caring about the earth and all its  creatures.   
 
Start believing in a Creator. 
 
Because next time I may come back even stronger... 
 
Signed, 
 
Corona V
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All manner of things shall be well


