
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
in and around
SHAFTESBURY

Key Ring         July-August 2020

By the rivers of Babylon
There we sat down
There we wept
When we remembered Zion.

                                                   Psalm 137: 1-2
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Leading Article

Dear Friends,

“And they named the child “X Æ A-12”

Elon Musk, inventor and electric car designer, together with his musician girlfriend, 
Grimes, have named their new baby son “X Æ A-12.”  Unusual, to say the least.

Grimes explained how the name is a tribute to the Lockheed A-12, the couple’s 
favourite aircraft. We can smile or groan with dismay as we think of how the youngster 
will embrace his future in a brave new world.  The importance of being known, 
recognised and acknowledged by name is fundamental to our sense of identity and 
worth – to know who we truly are.

What’s in a name?  Everything!   A few days ago, I was glued to the TV as I watched the 
story of two people who each were born without trace – they were foundlings.

In 1962, in Belfast, a baby boy less than 2 weeks old, was left on the front seat of a car 
near a police station.   Born without trace – no name, no message, nothing to identify 
him. Some six years later, a baby girl was found in a telephone box near a hospital in 
Dundalk in the Republic of Ireland.  As with the baby found in Belfast, no scrap of paper 
to say who she was.  Although discovered miles apart and separated by several years, 
they shared one thing – they had been left with no clue as to their identity.

Both children were fortunate to be adopted by loving families and given the names 
of David and Helen, one reared in a Protestant household, the other Catholic.  Both 
children enjoyed a safe and secure childhood.

However, the need to learn the truth about their origins was always there, a need 
to know who and how and why.    Over time, they each put out radio appeals for 
information which yielded nothing. Eventually, David took a DNA test and put his 
details on to an online database.    To his amazement he was told of a match not with 
his mother, but with Helen, a full sister.  They stared at photographs of each other.  The 
joy of their first meeting was beyond words for the many of us caught up in their story!

Mark Twain is credited with the quote – “The two most important days in your 
life are the day you are born and the day you find out why.”  Most people can agree 
on the first part, but it may take a lifetime to discover the truth of the second.  We all 
need to know who we truly are and the answer for me lies in the word ‘beloved’.   To 
be a beloved child of God, to be created by love, for love.  This is our true identity and 
nothing can ever change that.

https://www.popularmechanics.com/space/moon-mars/a26513651/elon-musk-interview-spacex-mars/
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From Revelation 2 vs 17 is this promise…

“To the one who proves victorious I will give a white stone with a new name on it, 
known only to the person who receives it”.  Through the gift of a new name we can 
discover how God in Christ sees us and so we will become what we truly are.

God’s promise to every man, woman and child – “I have called you by name: you are 
mine”.

With every blessing in Christ.

Jeremy

A word about this month’s Key Ring covers.

As a “cradle” Roman Catholic the Old Testament featured very little in my 
religious education, apart from the Psalms which I sang in the convent chapel 
in the responsorial form developed by Fr Joseph Gelineau, a French Jesuit 
priest and composer.  Anyone who has heard me singing in church would 
know that there was no chance of my ever being the Cantor. Even after 50 
years the chants remain familiar but the language to which I am inexorably 
drawn nowadays is that of the King James Bible.  I have a number of favourites, 
one of which – the De Profundis – was a source of comfort and strength 25 
years ago during a four year period of profound clinical depression.  The covers 
of this issue of Key Ring feature two more of my favourites.  Psalm 137 “By the 
rivers of Babylon”, a poem of yearning for home  by the Hebrews in exile, made 
known to the general population in 1978 by the pop group Boney M, and the 
glorious Psalm 121 “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills” which never fails to 
raise my spirits and confirm my confidence in the love of God. (Ed)
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From the Bishop of Ramsbury, Andrew Rumsey

On a Good Day
Among the songs I have listened to frequently during lockdown, one has been 
especially sustaining. It’s called On a Good Day, by Tim Keegan - a relatively unknown 
but gifted and perceptive songwriter. ‘On a good day’, he sings, ‘I can see through the 
clouds’, continuing: ‘the search for truth and love that brought me to here, will carry 
on – I’ve nothing to fear… on a good day’. It’s a deeply consoling tune and, like the best 
songs, a kind of advocate for how we might be feeling. 
Each of us needs to know that our life is understood in its highs and lows - and that, 
ultimately, we are known, heard and loved. The deep assurance of our faith is that this 
is indeed the case: the Holy Spirit, scripture assures us, not only brings the word of God 
alive to us, but also carries our voice to God in groans beyond speech. Our life is hid 
with Christ, just as his life is hid with us. 
These long weeks of confinement have brought you, I’m sure, a mixed bag of 
experiences: some good days along with the bad – days when we have known the 
sun on our face and the wind of God at our back, as the Celtic blessing puts it. As we 
embark upon the next season of this unforgettable year, may you know God’s company 
and comfort - and a renewed hope that ‘those who go out weeping, shall return with 
songs of joy’.

+ Andrew Ramsbury
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A Chaucerian slant on Covid 19
Courtesy of a member of Farnham (Surrey) U3A

Whilom ther weren dwelling by the Weye 
In Fernham, folk that wenden eche daye 
Unto the Maltings with ful murrie chere 
To sport and play, and e’en to swinke and lere. 
 
Bifel that on a day a siknesse came 
And strook the land, Covid Nineteen by name: 
In special, eldern folk were stricken soore 
 For they could wend to U3A namoore. 
 
But natheless, hope sprang among hem yet 
For som did lere to use the Internet  
And som did tackel a device hight Zoom 
 Whych brought their friends into their very room, 
 Though shakily it sometime did befall  
Twas better, they avowed, than nat at all. 
 
Glossary:  
Whilom - Once upon a time 
Swinke - work 
Lere – learn; 
Hight - called 

These glorious insults are from an era before the English language got boiled 
down to 4-letter words:

“He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire,” Winston Churchill on
British Labour politician Stafford Cripps.

“He has never been known to use a word that might send the reader to a dictionary.”  
William Faulkner about Ernest Hemingway.

“I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play; bring a friend, if you have 
one.”  George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill.  Churchill replied, “Cannot possibly 
bring a friend, will attend second …. if there is one.”

“He has Van Gogh's ear for music.”  Billy Wilder, American film producer and director.

“I've had a perfectly wonderful evening, but this wasn't it.”  Groucho Marx
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St Peter’s

As I write this on June 8th Covid19 continues to affect all our lives. The reopening of 
churches for private prayer is imminent, but only after a thorough cleaning has taken 
place, the diocese having issued some guidance on this. The effects of the virus on 
St Peter’s goes beyond the church building of course and none more so than on our 
primary school children. At this time of the year our eleven year olds would normally be 
enjoying that end of year feeling with lots of events taking place to mark the transition 
from primary to secondary education. Gill Hunt tells us about St Peter’s contribution to 
this.

Another major side effect of the lockdown due to the virus is the well documented 
effect on the economy, including our churches. John Hunt, St Peter’s treasurer 
describes this succinctly. I think you will all agree. that we will need to do some serious 
fundraising in future months which, although hard work, could be fun!

FINANCIAL AFFAIRS
We welcome the news that from Monday 15th June churches are going to be reopened 
– albeit just for private prayer, and we look forward to the resumption of church 
services, hopefully sometime in July.
However whilst we patiently await these happy events various costs keep ticking up.  
The largest of these is of course the diocesan share which in St Peter’s case amounts 
to £62,646 (£5,220 per month).  In addition clergy expenses have to be paid, as do 
insurance premiums, and the grass in the churchyard keeps growing so has to be 
mowed.
When the year started a budget for the year was drawn up which indicated that St 
Peter’s was anticipating a deficit of over £12,000.  So far the church has been closed for 
11 weeks (and still counting), during which there have been no collections and minimal 
donations (but many thanks to those who have put cheques through my letterbox).  
Also sincere gratitude is due to those members who support the church on a regular 
basis with giving by bank standing order.  To the end of May St Peter’s has incurred 
expenses of £35,380 and received income of £26,897 – a deficit of £8,483, compared 
with the budget of £5,812.
Worrying times!!!

John Hunt

COVID 19 AT A TIME OF TRANSITION
Every year towards the end of the summer term a group of about a dozen adults from 
St Peter’s and Father’s House spend an afternoon in Shaftesbury Primary School. We 
each lead a small group of about six pupils who will be leaving the school at the end of 
the school year to go either  to Shaftesbury School, Gillingham or another school.
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The reason for this is to engage with the pupils about any fears or worries they may 
have about changing schools; we often find that many of them are looking forward 
to the next challenge in their lives.  The afternoon has been led by Helen and before 
her Clive Thomas and is based on a Scripture Union booklet called “It’s Your Move”.  We 
watch film clips and then discuss with the youngsters how they would react in similar 
situations.
Sadly this year we will be unable to have our usual afternoon of informal discussion and 
quizzes.  Hopefully a way will be found to hand over the booklets and to let them know 
that we are still thinking of them and hoping that their transition to secondary school 
will be a very positive experience for them.
I shall very much miss my contact with them and hearing their thoughts about their 
“Move”.  Please remember them in your prayers especially as things will be very 
different this year.
Gill Hunt

These announcements are alleged to have appeared in various 
church publications - but it is to be hoped never in Key Ring, 

The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on Water. The sermon this evening: Searching for 
Jesus.

Miss Rebecca Jones sang ‘I will not pass this way again’, giving obvious pleasure to the 
congregation.

Jane Smith and John Brown were married on June 24th.  So ends a friendship which 
began in their schooldays.

The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious hos-
tility.

Pot-luck supper on Sunday – prayer and medication to follow.

Class 6 will present Shakespeare’s ‘Hamlet’ in the basement on Friday.  The congrega-
tion is invited to attend this tragedy.
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Like Christians all over the country we rejoiced at the news that we could open our 
churches for private prayer from 15th June. It didn’t give us a lot of notice, considering 
that initially we were told it had to be supervised and would have meant getting 
volunteers organised to sit in the church while it was open.  On Wednesday, however, 
we heard that supervision was not necessary, so that meant it could happen sooner, 
subject to a full risk assessment being done and the approval of the DCC, of course.  
The DCC has voted 7-1 in favour with one abstention, to open daily from roughly 10am 
– 4pm, with the appropriate precautions in place.

Visitors will be asked to use the alcohol hand gel which will be available at the entrance 
to the church, and gloves, if able. Also, to maintain social distancing if others are 
present. Those who lock up will be asked to wipe door handles etc at the end of the 
day. The church has been de-cluttered so it will be easier to keep clean, and books and 
leaflets put away.  As a result, we plan to open St John’s on Tuesday 16th June. 

Meanwhile we continue to keep in touch with our weekly bulletin which also includes a 
short act of worship; we’ve had a few Zoom meetings, make and receive lots of phone 
calls, and meet up within what is permitted, in the open air. 

Sadly, we have to say Farewell to our vicar, Revd Kirsty Clarke, on 5 July. It has been a 
difficult decision for her, and a source of disappointment for us. Kirsty will be missed by 
a lot of people who have found her very approachable and easy to talk to. Her sermons 
and reflections have been very thought-provoking and helpful, so, we thank her for 
her, albeit short, ministry with us here in Shaftesbury, and wish her and Jo well in their 
future roles. 

Our plant and produce table has raised £290 so far. Thank you to all who have 
contributed plants and to those who have bought them. Please keep the plants and 
produce coming.  In addition, we had already raised £105 for NHS Charities Together 
and £100 for the Westminster Hospital, which is going towards an electric wheelchair 
accessible mobility vehicle for the Community Rehabilitation Team. Our contribution 
will pay for the “driver’s fixed window!”  So thank you to the people of Enmore Green.

Sunday 5 July is the birthday of the NHS : we are invited to join in a national moment 
of appreciation for NHS workers, all key workers and volunteers who have kept us all 
going over recent months, by going outside at 5pm to clap and then to linger a bit 
with a glass of something or a cuppa and this time perhaps, a bite to eat with a few of 
our neighbours  – keeping the social distancing rule, of course.
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On Saturday 4 July we are also asked to remember those who have lost their lives 
during the pandemic, and to light a candle in their memory. 

At the moment we cannot make any plans as a church, beyond what is mentioned 
above but rest assured that as soon as we are able to, we shall re-start our coffee 
mornings and arrange other events to bring the community together.
Contact the Churchwarden, Elizabeth Preston if you would like to speak to someone 
(01747 850654) lizziepreston1@gmail.com , or alternatively,  the Team Office – details 
inside front cover.

St James

On Trinity Sunday at 9.30am, four choristers from St James’ church decided to celebrate 
the occasion by singing (socially distanced) from three different places outside the 
church.
     
      - At the north aspect the anthem Bruckner’s ‘Locus Iste’ was followed by a reading - 
‘The significant hours of our life’ by Schweitzer.  Psalm 138 was then sung in harmony.

     Moving to the easterly side at the memorial, Revelations Chapter 4 was read 
followed by the hymn ‘Holy, Holy, Holy’.  Matthew Chapter 28 verses 16-20 was the 
second reading followed by ‘Lord of all Hopefulness’.

     The final stop was at the west end where prayers were offered and the closing hymn 
‘Angel Voices Ever Singing’.
    
 The sun shone, the breeze was light and the Trinity was celebrated - with thanks.

mailto:lizziepreston1@gmail.com
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Worship in the Shaftesbury Team Ministry

Latest updates
Churches are now able to open for private prayer. As we go to press we are
still working out the details of how this will happen across our Team. We
will post updates on our website and Facebook page so do check there for the
latest information.

Later we hope to be able to hold small weddings and funerals in church, but
we don’t yet know when this might be possible or what restrictions there
will be. It could be as soon as early July, but we don’t know when that will
be confirmed. We continue to follow the relevant guidance from the
Government and the Church of England and we look forward to the day when we
will be able to hold regular services in our churches again, although we
don’t yet know when that will be.

Services
While services in our churches are suspended we are aiming to provide a variety of 
opportunities to worship together via our Facebook page:

www.facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE

Join us each Sunday morning at 10am for our live-streamed Team services or watch it 
as a video later. Also keep an eye on Facebook for other services and resources.

e-Contact
We are using our e-Contact mailing to keep you up to date with news and information, 
but also to point you in the direction of prayer and worship resources that you can use 
at home. The link to our weekly Team pew sheet and the order of service for our Sunday 
live-streamed services are also there. If you would like to sign up for our e-Contact 
mailing, please email the Team Office on office@ShafesburyCofE.org.uk  using the 
subject “e-Contact” and we will add you to our list.

Other Worship Resources
There are lots of other online resources which you may find helpful. Here are those 
provided on the Church of England website:
Daily Prayer:
Available in both contemporary and traditional forms and for all times of day:
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer

http://www.facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE
mailto:office@ShafesburyCofE.org.uk
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
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Today’s Prayer:
Listen to or read the “Prayer for the Day” and join in with thousands of others saying these 
words each day:
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/
todays-prayer

Not online….?
What about people who aren’t on the internet? We are aware that there is a substantial 
group of people who can’t join services on the internet or receive prayer resources by 
email. At the moment we have been asked by the Church of England not to deliver 
resources by hand, because of the risk of passing on infection. This means that there is 
a group of people it is very hard to reach with our local efforts. 
If you are in touch with someone who is in this situation, please do reassure them that 
they are in our prayers and that we would be glad to be in theirs. As always, let us know 
if there’s someone who needs one of the clergy to get in touch.
The thought of how wonderful it will be to be back in our churches together is no 
doubt sustaining lots of you at this time, but we hope our suggestions will help in the 
meantime.

Daily Hope  
The Church of England has launched a new free phone line of 
hymns, prayers and reflections. If you have friends, relatives 
or neighbours who aren’t on the internet, do let them know 
about this special new service. The line is available 24 hours a 
day on 0800 804 8044.

BBC Television & Radio
In response to the Covid-19 outbreak, the BBC is broadcasting a Sunday morning 
service on BBC One. Times vary so keep an eye on your TV listings.

The regular Radio 4 Sunday Service continues at 8:10am each Sunday morning.

Songs of Praise is broadcast on BBC One at 1:15pm on Sunday afternoons.

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!
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St Thomas, Melbury Abbas

Before churches reopen and we fill these pages with notices it seems an appropriate 
time to appreciate the life of

Florence Nightingale 1820 ‐ 1910

Lo! in that house of misery 
A lady with a lamp I see 
              Pass through the glimmering of gloom 
              And flit from room to room.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s lines introduce an immediately recognisable heroine. 
The recently established Nightingale hospitals remind us of this remarkable woman, 
Florence Nightingale, reformer of army medical services and of nursing. What may be 
less known is that behind her life of service lay a deeply held Christian faith. 

She was born on 12 May 1820 in Florence, for which she was named. Her wealthy 
parents were on a European tour. It was expected she would lead the decorative life of 
a Victorian gentlewoman, marrying and raising a family. She recorded, however, that 
on 7 February 1837 ‘God had called her to His service’. She became interested in the 
mystics and would later study St Teresa of Avila and St John of the Cross and learnt of 
the new biblical criticism.

What God called her to do became clear in spring, 1850. At the Lutheran religious 
community at Kaiserswerth am Rhein, she saw women of humble birth devoting 
their lives to the sick and the deprived. Inspired, in August, 1853, she became unpaid 
Superintendent to the Establishment for Gentlewomen During Illness in Upper Harley 
Street, London, and impressed all who met her. In August 1854, following a devastating 
epidemic of cholera in Soho, Nightingale went to help with the flood of patients.

The Crimean War broke out in March 1854. When William Howard Russell of The Times 
described the neglect of the wounded and the lack of nurses, there was public anger. 
Sidney Herbert, Secretary of State for War, asked her to lead a party of nurses at the 
government’s expense. 

Nightingale and thirty-eight nurses reached Scutari on the Black Sea on 4 November 
and climbed the slopes to the enormous dilapidated Turkish barracks. Doctors and 
officials received the nursing party with sullen opposition. Nightingale at once asserted 
her authority, supported by her influence in London, to improve hospital conditions, 
especially hygiene. She established a laundry, sacked striking Turkish workmen and 
replaced them with Greeks, and improved the quality of the male nursing orderlies. 
As the sick and wounded were brought across the Black Sea the doctors turned to 
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the Nightingale party for help. For six months doctors and nurses battled against 
overwhelming odds. Nightingale was acting as quartermaster. Alexis Soyer, chef at the 
Reform Club, who volunteered his services, came out and reorganized the cooking.

Nightingale proved a formidable administrator and organiser. Her role was as much 
that of a ‘General Purveyor’, as she described herself, as of a medical nurse. The 
acquisition of clothing and equipment was a striking achievement. Her insistence on 
uniform, discipline, and orderly procedures in the midst of squalor set a standard for 
the future British nursing profession. Although her duties were chiefly administrative, 
she made a point of visiting the wards. In February 1855 John Macdonald, of the Times 
described her midnight vigils:

She is a ‘ministering angel’… in these hospitals, and as her slender form glides quietly along 
each corridor, every poor fellow’s face softens with gratitude at the sight of her. When all the 
medical officers have retired for the night and silence and darkness have settled down upon 
those miles of prostrate sick, she may be observed alone, with a little lamp in her hand, 
making her solitary rounds.

In May 1855 Florence Nightingale crossed to the Crimea to inspect the war hospitals, 
and while there collapsed and was dangerously ill. When the news reached Britain 
there were prayers for her recovery and Queen Victoria asked to be kept informed. 
The widespread sympathy was coordinated into a national fund-raising appeal. By 
June 1856 it had raised over £44,000, later used to establish a school for nurses at St 
Thomas’s Hospital.  Nightingale made a slow and painful recovery from her illness. She 
resisted efforts by officials to ship her home and returned to Scutari at the end of July 
1855 to continue working.

Under a general order issued on 16 March 1856 – a fortnight before the war’s end - she 
was recognized as the General Superintendent of the Female Nursing Establishment of 
the military hospitals of the army -- the first woman in the history of the British Army to 
find herself in General Orders.

She spent the rest of her long life, despite ill-health, fighting the soldiers’ cause, writing 
and lobbying tirelessly, for better medical and sanitary standards and for improved 
status for nurses. She died peacefully in her sleep on 13 August 1910. A bronze statue 
in Waterloo Place, London shows her holding the famous lamp by which she is so well 
known.

(With acknowledgement to the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, which holders of a 
Dorset library card can access).
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Keith Reginald Woolmington 16th August 1940 - 2nd May 2020

Graveside Service
Keith was born on 16th August 1940 to Mum Peggy and Dad Reginald. His father 
died when he was a baby and Keith was brought up by his grandparents who lived in 
Hillside, West Melbury.
He went to Melbury School and then to Shaftesbury Modern School and his first job 
was working for Jeff Green at Houses Farm. He married Pat Fry in 1965 and they had 
two sons, Stuart and Andrew. When Mr Green sold the farm to Nigel Sampson, Keith 
carried on, doing occasional relief milking, but his greatest love was being outdoors on 
the tractors.
He was a keen gardener, carefully rotating his crops and digging in the “dung” and his 
vegetables kept the family supplied all the year round.
He was also a keen skittle player, playing for Melbury Eagles for many years, in between 
enjoying snooker and helping out at Melbury Club/Village Hall.

Profuse apologies to Wordsworth

I wandered lonely as a cloud,
Two metres from the madding crowd,
When all at once my name was called
To enter Waitrose hallowed hall.
This was the oldies’ special hour
I’d gone to get a bag of flour,
But I forgot - when through the door -
What I had gone to Waitrose for.
The Waitrose staff are extra kind
I told them it had slipped my mind,
They asked what else I had forgot
They clearly thought I’d lost the plot.
I phoned my wife again to ask
To be reminded of this task
“I need some flour to bake a cake
With all that cream you made me take!”
“Ah yes, that’s it” I had to lie,
I dared not ask what flower to buy,
But then I saw them at the tills
A bunch of golden daffodils.
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fiona_billfootcare@btinternet.com
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Opening the Church
The PCC is currently deciding when - and if - it would be appropriate to open St Mary’s 
for private prayer. The decision will have been made by the time you read this, so keep 
an eye on the Team website and Facebook page for up-to-date news. And meanwhile, if 
you have any prayer requests, don’t forget that you can email them to our prayer chain 
at this address: compton.prayers@shaftesburycofe.org.uk 

Thank you, Jamie and D
Jamie and Diana Miura have now stepped down from the PCC, after many years of hard 
work, in lots of different roles. They have kept the church rotas running smoothly, made 
sure the building was clean, well-maintained and full of flowers, and served as Church 
Warden and Electoral Roll Officer. They also played a large part in organising special 
events like the celebration of the 150th Anniversary of our ‘new’ church building and the 
centenary of the end of World War One. We are enormously grateful to both of them, 
for everything they have done. 

Broken Tombstones
Good progress is being made with repairing the tombstones which were broken by a 
falling tree. We have now been contacted by some, but not all, of the families involved. 
If you think one of your family memorial stones might have been affected, please look 
here for the full list of names: 
https://shaftesburycofe.org.uk/broken-gravestones-in-compton-abbas-churchyard/ 
This also gives details of how to get in touch if necessary. 

mailto:compton.prayers@shaftesburycofe.org.uk
https://shaftesburycofe.org.uk/broken-gravestones-in-compton-abbas-churchyard/
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M: 07974 082293  E: andy@goldhillclassics.co.uk
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The Shaftesbury 
Committee since 

1952

INSPIRED GRANDMOTHER RAISES MONEY FOR THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
74-year-old local grandma, Thelma West, inspired by her granddaughter, raises much 
needed money for the Children’s Society. 

Thelma was not doing much walking due to her liver problems which were making her 
feel lethargic and unmotivated to go out of her house. Then her granddaughter kindly 
offered to sponsor her £1 for every lap of the close near her home she managed to 
walk. 
Thelma accepted the challenge, later saying with surprise, “I was paid to go for a 
walk!” She did a lap a day for three weeks, sometimes going further. Meanwhile her 
granddaughter persuaded other family members to sponsor her too and together with 
some friends raised £231. “It’s thanks to family and friends I could do this,” said Thelma.

Her husband Keith said, “The best bit was we walked further distances and continue 
to do so. A good result all round.” It was indeed. Thelma enjoyed meeting a few people 
(while keeping to the two-metre rule) and seeing gardens bursting with life. Her 
wellbeing improved and doubtless her family were delighted. “It’s absolutely brilliant,” 
said Keith. 

Brilliant for vulnerable children, too. The money raised will help vulnerable children at 
a time when the lockdown is impacting their wellbeing and the services of the Society 
are in as much, if not more, need. The local Children’s Society Committee thank Thelma 
and her family and friends.

If you would like to add to the total raised please send a cheque made out to “The Children’s 
Society” and send or deliver it to John Parker to 4, Boyne Mead, Great Lane, Shaftesbury SP7 
8HT. Alternatively, drop an envelope with money to 5 Longcross, Shaftesbury, SP7 8QP or to 
the above address and mark it for The Children’s Society. Do include your name and address 
/ email so that your gift may be acknowledged.
John Massink
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ANOTHER COVID 19 VICTIM: 
THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY YOUNG CARERS’ FESTIVAL 2020

A recent Facebook interview with Mark Russell, the CEO of The Childrens’ Society, 
revealed that young carers, i.e. aged between 7 and 15, who look after ill, disabled or 
addicted parents are not getting the support they need. 

Official statistics indicate that in England, there are around 66,000 young carers and 
in England and Wales, around 314,000 young adult carers.  The degree of parental 
dependence varies but it has long been established that young carers’ physical, mental 
and emotional health are adversely affected by the demands made on them at such an 
early age.  The negative effects on education are obvious but the long term mental and 
physical damage are even more important.  These effects have been exacerbated by 
the Covid 19 lockdown.

For many years The Children’s Society has campaigned for and provided support for 
this largely unacknowledged section of our society.  2020 was to have seen the 21st 
annual Young Carers’ Festival run in conjunction with the YMCA, involving 1,500 young 
carers spending a weekend camping and enjoying group activities such as music, 
funfair rides and sports.  As one participant commented  “The Festival allows me to be 
15 again for three days”.  The Children’s Society has promised to make the 2021 Festival 
the best ever.  See more on this event by going to the Society’s website.
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I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, 
from whence cometh my help.
My help cometh from the

which hath made heaven and earth.
                                           Psalm 121: 1-2


