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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

   The Revd Pam Rink             
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Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
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Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
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                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 
5 Gold Hill, 

Shaftesbury  SP7 8JW

 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd         keyring@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Do Trowbridge  01747 852195
Melbury Abbas  Juliet Bichard             01747 851836
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Christine Mitchell  01747 858219
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Leading Article
I wonder whether the last few months have made you look at the world and our place 
in it in a different way? 

I have been fortunate enough to have spent more time than usual in the garden. I have 
had the opportunity to really watch spring unfold into summer – to see the new life of 
the leaves filling the empty branches of the trees, to watch as the garden evolves from 
the advent of the early spring flowers to the full, almost over full, blooms of summer. 
I’ve watched the blackbird family grow from eggs to fledging and seen that the blue 
tits hidden in their enclosed nesting box have grown and left to begin new lives 
elsewhere, and I’ve discovered that we have a lively family of goldfinches living in the 
garden – they are so pretty, tiny and lively.

We have also been so lucky to have some truly glorious weather which has really 
helped at this time of apartness and dislocation from the busy world we have grown 
used to.

I would suggest too, that these last few months have shown us that we are inextricably 
linked to each other and to the world around us. We are part of a great chain of being 
with unbreakable links that includes God - our Creator, human beings, animals and all 
living things, plants, the earth itself and its wealth of minerals – all of which, in their 
own way proclaim the glory of God and the inherent dignity of everything God has 
created. 

Meister Eckhart, one of the 14th century Christian mystics, said: ‘If humankind could 
have known God without the world, God would never have created the world.’ He 
emphasised that God is the ground of being present throughout creation.

In September we celebrate Creationtide, a season of the Church that runs from 
1st September to 4th October. It is a time for Christians to reconcile and renew our 
relationship with our Creator through our communion with all of creation, repenting, 
acting, and rejoicing together. It is an annual celebration of prayer and action for 
creation that Christians on six continents have commemorated for years. The theme for 
this year is “Jubilee for the Earth.”
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During this season, we join our sisters and brothers in the ecumenical family in prayer 
and action for our common home. This year, amid the crises that have shaken our 
world, we’re awakened to the urgent need to heal our relationships with creation and 
with each other. This is a time of restoration and hope, a jubilee for our Earth, that 
requires radically new ways of living with creation. 

With every blessing,
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St Peters’

The opening up of St Peter’s from July 12th to the Wednesday and Sunday congregations 
has come as a relief and pleasure to many. In spite of all the social distancing measures 
in place and the compulsory wearing of masks, about 50 people on Sundays and 18 on 
Wednesdays have been able to join in the taking of communion together. Nothing of 
course is `normal’ yet but as Sarah Hunt describes in her LPA article on Pg.20 the caring 
and kindness of our community has been highlighted in these difficult times. 

A stark difference in the Sunday Parish Communion us the absence of the choir
- according to scientists singing being one of the potential transmitters of the Covid-19 
virus. We miss the choir of course and Harold Jackson the organist and choirmaster who 
retired from St Peter’s in March. John Kitching, a longstanding member of the choir, pays 
tribute to Harold.  
Christine Mitchell

Harold Jackson
Harold came to Shaftesbury from Preston in Lancashire at the end of 1989. He soon 
found a home in Bell Street for his partner Mary and himself, and settled very quickly. 
He became organist at the Parish Church in Wincanton, and on the retirement of Greg 
Underwood took over as organist and choirmaster at St Peter’s Church. He became very 
popular with members of the choir, as he was keen on improving the vocal sound made 
by the choir. Over the years he showed great skill on the organ, with very pleasing music 
played during the Communion and at the close of the service. At Christmas and on Good 
Friday he added extra singers to the choir in order to produce memorable events for the 
congregation. Over time, he worked hard at improving the sound made by the choir, 
with great effect. He worked well with the younger members too,

He and Mary married in St Peter’s. They eventually moved to Oswestry to a 1,000 seater 
church. He had been promised many things, most of which did not materialise, so after 
two or three years he moved back to Shaftesbury as organist whilst living in Wincanton, 
and then later he became Honorary Organist at Sherborne Abbey where he has given 
frequent organ recitals. Mary died in July last year and early in 2020 Harold resigned from 
St Peter’s. He will be greatly missed and we wish him well for the future.  
John Kitching 
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St James

The articles on Pp 22-23 and 25-26 have been contributed by members of St James’ 
congregation.

From the Registers

Funeral
13th August 2020 Gwendoline Allcorn

St John’s, Enmore Green

Since the partial relaxation of lock-down Holy Communion with Revd Pam Rink and a 
Family Service led by Elizabeth Preston have been celebrated with the congregation 
socially distanced and musically silenced, apart from the lofty contribution of organist 
Daid Preston.

 KNOWING ONE’S PLACE

A German Shepherd, a Doberman and a cat died.
In heaven all three faced God who wanted to know what they believed in.
The German Shepherd said “I believe in discipline, training, and loyalty to my 
master.”
“Good” said God.  “Sit at my right side.”
“Doberman, what do you believe in?” asked God.
The Doberman answered” I believe in the love, care and protection of my 
master.”
“Aha,” said God.  “You may sit at my left.”
Then God looked at the cat and asked, “What do you believe in?”
The cat replied, “I believe you are sitting in my seat.”
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fiona_billfootcare@btinternet.com
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

After sixteen weeks of lockdown with virtual services online to soothe the soul, it was a 
joy to have a real live service at St Mary’s with Revd Pam officiating on July 12th.  There 
was no singing but Una provided lovely organ music and everyone was happy to be 
worshipping together again, albeit self-distancing.  

We enjoyed chatting afterwards in our churchyard which has been kept beautifully by 
our wonderful team of volunteers in the village.  Not only did a team of them tend to 
the churchyard every two to three weeks but they saw to every need for us oldies and 
those at risk, doing shopping, collecting prescriptions, helping with DIY jobs and many 
other kindnesses for which we will be forever grateful.
  
During this time, one of our volunteers, Major Andy Johnston, successfully completed 
a wheelathon, from his wheelchair in the kitchen and raised over £20,000. The money 
raised was shared between local and national charities.  

Now that our church is open we are still accepting goods for the Gillingham food bank 
which has played such a vital role during lockdown and will continue to do so for some 
time to come. Our grateful thanks to you all for your contributions.

Mark Dray and Gemma Beale should have got married on a beach in Greece recently 
but with no hope of getting there they had a wonderful, rather moving, wedding 
service for 12 on Friday, 12th July with Harry, 8, as best man and Daisy and Rosie as 
adorable bridesmaids.  We wish them and their three children many happy years ahead.

Audrey Hooper has a garage full of mobility aids which she has collected over the years 
and they are there to be borrowed or kept.  She just asks for a donation.  Do get in 
touch with her should the need arise. Tel 853867.

As things stand at the moment here are the following services at St. Mary’s:-

Morning Prayer 9am. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday
Holy Communion at 10am. every Thursday.
We will keep in touch with you about the Sunday services as events develop. 

CHRISTOPHER HOOPER 

Christopher has been a Licensed Lay Minister for 28 years and, aged 93, has not 
unreasonably decided that it is time to hang up his cassock.  We can’t begin to thank 
him for all he has given us at St Mary’s.
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Christopher had spent a lot of his adult life as headmaster at a prep school and, on 
retirement, came to live in Motcombe.  He almost immediately started training to be an 
LLM with Tryphena Orchard and was licensed in Salisbury Cathedral in 1992.
 
Since then he has served under several clergy in St Mary’s, Motcombe  – Tom Taylor, 
Mark Zammit, Eve Pegler, Jude Moreton and now Pam Rink.  He has taken services at 
Margaret Marsh, Compton Abbas and Melbury, plus funerals throughout the team and 
monthly communion services at Homefarris.  He said Morning Prayer at St Mary’s most 
days of the week and up until 2017 he did the Cycle Ride for the historic Churches, 
visiting over 20 churches. 

Christopher has quietly and effectively been the greatest support to all his clergy, 
totally dependable and utterly loyal to them as well as his congregation, always adding 
something special to our services.  He is always interested in other people and provides 
love and support for anyone in need.  In short, he is a Christian through and through 
and much loved by us all.  He would be the first to say that he couldn’t have achieved 
all this without the loving support of Audrey, his wife. 

So please accept a huge thank you, Christopher, from us all for your years of dedicated 
service.  Hopefully, we will still hear that strong voice of yours reading the occasional 
lessons and prayers and how delightful for you that you can at last sit next to Audrey in 
church!  
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Open for private prayer
St Mary’s is now open every day for private prayer, for up to fifteen people at a time. 
Hand sanitiser is available for people to use as they enter and leave the building. We are 
grateful to the lockers up who continue to make this possible. 
Sadly, we don’t feel it is safe for people to pin prayer requests on the board at the back 
of church, but we are still accepting prayer requests by email at this address:  compton.
prayers@shaftesburycofe.org.uk 

Services
At the time of writing, one service has been held in our church – a service of Holy 
Communion at 11.15am on the third Sunday in July - and there will be another one at 
the same time on the third Sunday in August. The service rota for September onwards 
has not yet been circulated, but if it follows the same pattern there is likely to be a 
service on 20th September.

Flower Rota
It’s still not safe to sing hymns at our services, but we can start decorating the church 
with flowers again. Susan Ladd has taken over drawing up the flower rota and she 
would be happy to hear from anyone who would like to join the team of flower 
arrangers. St Mary’s is rewarding to decorate and it will be lovely to see flowers in the 
church for our services again.

Church Hall
So far, the PCC has been concentrating on re-opening the church in a safe and 
sustainable way. The Church Hall has not been re-opened yet. The possibility of doing 
this will be discussed over the next few weeks and we hope to have information about 
this in the next issue of Key Ring.

mailto:compton.prayers@shaftesburycofe.org.uk
mailto:compton.prayers@shaftesburycofe.org.uk
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Your local, friendly, professional estate agent

Tisbury: 01747 859359  |  Shaftesbury: 01747 213106
Boatwrights Estate Agentswww.boatwrights.co.uk
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!
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Worship in the Shaftesbury Team Ministry

Public Worship
At the time of writing, public worship in our churches has resumed. We have been 
operating a new service plan for July and August to help us through these early weeks. 
This may be revised but, at this time, we are not sure what those revisions might look 
like. We will let you know of any changes as soon as possible so please keep watching 
the website www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk our Facebook page www.facebook.com/
ShaftesburyCofE  and our weekly e-Contact mailing where any updates will be 
published. 
e-Contact
We are continuing to use our e-Contact mailing to keep you up to date with news and 
information. This is especially useful at this time when things are changing, sometimes 
with little notice. If you would like to sign up for our e-Contact mailing, please email the 
Team Office on office@ShafesburyCofE.org.uk  using the subject “e-Contact” and we will 
be happy to add you to our mailing list.
Online Worship
We are continuing our online worship via our Facebook page. These services take place 
at 6pm each Sunday evening so do join us live or watch the video afterwards. The 
services can be found at www.facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE

Private Prayer
Churches have opened for private prayer: 
St Mary’s Motcombe: open daily
St James’ Shaftesbury: open daily
St Peter’s Shaftesbury: Mon-Sat 10am-2pm, Sun 11am-2pm 
St John’s Enmore Green: open daily

http://www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
mailto:office@ShafesburyCofE.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE
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St Thomas’ Melbury Abbas: open daily
St Luke’s West Orchard: Sat 12-5pm
St Mary’s Compton Abbas: open daily
St Margaret’s Margaret Marsh: hoping to open

Other Worship Resources

There are lots of online resources which you may find helpful. Here are those provided 
on the Church of England website:

Daily Prayer:
Available in both contemporary and traditional forms and for all times of day:
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer

Today’s Prayer:
Listen to or read the “Prayer for the Day” and join in with thousands of others saying these 
words each day:
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/
todays-prayer

Not online….?

The Church of England’s free phone line of hymns, prayers and reflections has proved 
very popular. If you have friends, relatives or neighbours who aren’t on the internet, do 
let them know about this special new service. The line is available 24 hours a day on 
0800 804 8044.
BBC Television & Radio
The regular Radio 4 Sunday Service continues at 8:10am each Sunday morning.
Songs of Praise is broadcast on BBC One at 1:15pm on Sunday afternoons.

Finally….
These continue to be uncertain times and we thank you for your ongoing patience and 
understanding amidst the changes in service patterns and procedures. Our aim, at all 
times, is to keep everyone as safe as possible while providing worship for you to share. 
Thank you for playing your part!

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
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St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas

It is good to be able to read Key Ring again instead of looking for it online. 

We welcomed many people back to St Thomas’s for two well attended services during 
July. The pattern at the moment is to have two services per month, Matins on the 
second Sunday and Holy Communion on the fourth Sunday, both at 11.15am. 

The pattern of services for September has not been decided yet, but please contact 
a PCC member to check before you come. If you give Barbara in the Team Office your 
contact details she will let you know.

Since August 8th face coverings have to be worn by all those attending a place of 
worship. We have put other safeguards in place at St Thomas’s such as social distancing 
and disinfecting, and the church is locked for 72 hours before (and after) each service 
to ensure it is free from Covid.

We hope that some occasions will return to normal, one activity at least will be going 
ahead, that is Ride and Stride which will be on September 12th. Jon Dakin, Nigel Kay 
and Rodney Atwood will be cycling for us again and will be hoping for sponsorship in 
aid of National Churches Trust as well as St Thomas’s. Last year the participants raised 
over £84,000 in total and over the years the Trust has financed many projects at St 
Thomas’s, so this is a worthy project to support.
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The Shaftesbury 
Committee since 

1952

Did you see………?

Last month some newspapers drew attention to a National Crime Agency report 
highlighting a huge increase in missing children incidents.  In 2018-19 police handled 
199,634 missing child reports, a 66% rise on the 120,000 cases recorded in 2014-15.
Children, the majority aged between 12 and 17, accounted for 62% of all cases of 
missing people.  A significant proportion of these cases involve criminal or sexual 
exploitation.  Mental health, relationships and financial problems are some of 
the most common causes of runaways and it is anticipated that the effects of the 
Covid 19 pandemic are likely to exacerbate the problem.  Of particular concern are 
children missing from care homes whose vulnerability increases their risk of criminal 
exploitation.  Cambridgeshire alone accounted for 654 registered cases in one year.  
Often, the children are caught up in county lines drug networks, estimated by the 
National Crime Agency to involve around 2,000 lines.
The Children’s Society has ‘Missing from home services’ in various parts of the 
country, providing support to young people experiencing unhappiness at home or 
in a placement, or abuse, neglect or sexual exploitation. Confidential support and 
advice is provided for children and young people who are either at risk of, or actually 
experiencing sexual exploitation. The policy team works to lobby and influence 
decision makers and Parliament to ensure that children and young people at risk of 
sexual exploitation are identified as early as possible and get the help they need. In 
addition, for example, the Society is currently advising Hollyoaks on their ‘county lines’ 
storyline to raise awareness of the impact of child criminal exploitation and is running a 
Prevention Programme.

In case you missed the last issue’s notes on Caring for Young Carers….The Young 
Carers’ Festival, run jointly by The Children’s Society and the YMCA is an annual event 
held near Southampton in June, hosting a wide range of Young Carers, allowing them 
to have a long weekend’s respite from caring for parents or siblings.  They can unwind, 
make friends who appreciate their situation and generally switch off from constant and 
often demanding family and domestic commitments.
The first Young Carer’s Festival in 2000 saw 600 children and young people take part.  
The number attending has since increased to 1600 and the facilities expanded to 
include live music, discos, outdoor films, fairground rides, canoeing, climbing, abseiling 
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and workshops for activities ranging from art to cake-making.  The Voice Zone provides 
an opportunity for small groups of Young Carers to discuss their domestic situation 
with sympathetic adults.  A social media platform, exclusive to The Children’s Society 
has been established to enable Young Carers to maintain friendships made at the 
Festival.
In June next year, the Society will need volunteers to help run the Festival.  If you are 
interested in helping or want more information on the help given to Young Carers, go 
to the Society’s website:  https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/youngcarer/resources

A Story
Naomi is 17, a young carer for her mother and studying for her A-levels. She jokes she’s 
‘classed as the Coronavirus generation’ but she is missing out. She regrets taking things 
as simple as ‘going to school’ for granted and is frustrated that ‘experiences we really 
wanted have just been taken away from us.’
Lockdown for Naomi has meant she, like many others, have been spending more time 
at home taking on caring roles. ‘I’ve got quite a few friends that are a bit terrified to 
leave the house because they don’t want to be responsible if anything does go wrong 
and then you have got the other side, where they know they need to go out the house 
for their own mental health.’
‘I think a lot of young people right now could do with something where they just get 
sent something, involve something interactive that they can do just to take their mind 
off things for a few hours, just something to look forward to.’
The Children’s Society provides just that.
Please keep on giving. Keep on using, or ask for, a collection box in your home (contact 
johnmassink@yahoo.co.uk) or send a cheque made out to the Children’s Society to 
John Parker or go to www.childrenssociety.org.uk to make a donation on line.

Thank you hugely, 

John Massink, 
Chairperson, 
Shaftesbury Children’s Society.

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/youngcarer/resurces
mailto:johnmassink@yahoo.co.uk
https://ShaftesburyCofE.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=265ee8a7fa731d0cab8251eb8&id=f8c6614e67&e=bdf5fe12d2
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What good has come out of the Corona Pandemic?

I feel moved to write this article about present times.  In the past five months or so 
amidst the suffering and grieving there has been such a sense of community, caring, 
kindness and love of neighbour. 
After all Jesus’s greatest commandment is love of neighbour.
Be it from making phone calls to vulnerable people who are housebound, doing 
shopping for others, checking on your neighbours and perhaps leaving a cake or a 
meal on the doorstep.
We also cannot forget the front line workers who have kept the cogs of the country 
going.  The selfless giving of the NHS staff, the supermarket staff, the refuse collectors, 
those associated with food distribution, those who work in care homes, teachers 
amongst many others.
An old school motto is this “No act of kindness however small is ever wasted” – long 
may this sense of care of community and of our world last.
Sarah Hunt LPA
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M: 07974 082293  E: andy@goldhillclassics.co.uk
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Earthly Treasures

This strange time of isolation and contemplation has, for many of us, been an 
opportunity not only to think but also to face some of those tasks that we have put 
off for years or simply haven’t had the time to do. There are now some amazingly tidy 
gardens to be seen, cupboards have been emptied, sheds and attics may even have 
been explored. The recycling centre was unsurprisingly very busy when it finally re-
opened and some of us even needed to hire a skip. It is also anticipated that charity 
shops will be overwhelmed with donations when they too re-open. 

Charities, and by implication those that they help, have obviously suffered during this 
lockdown and there is also the worry that personal pre-occupations may stop us from 
looking beyond our own lives to those who are in a far less fortunate position. The 
impact of the virus on communities whose medical facilities were already stretched 
could be devastating. Here in Shaftesbury, St James church have, over the last twelve 
years through our annual ‘Recycling and Vintage’ sale, raised funds for the Salisbury 
Sudan Medical Link. This provides urgently needed medical supplies and training to 
the people of South Sudan. This year the charity is struggling for funds even though 
the need is even greater. Local events, including a lecture here at the Arts Centre by 
Antiques Roadshow expert Marc Allum, had to be postponed and the major Salisbury 
fund raising event, the annual garden party held in the Bishop’s garden was also a 
victim of lockdown. 

So, what can we do? I think that the answer is not just to pray but to give. 
Demonstrating practical Christianity. Donations of money are very straightforward, 
but parting with ‘things’, especially something that we genuinely don’t like parting 
with, can have far more meaning.  We are urged by the Bible not to store up treasures 
on Earth. So, could each one of us who would like to make a contribution to the work 
of the Sudan Medical Link look at our own earthly treasures and select just one piece 
to give to help fund the vital work that is so urgently needed? And not just something 
that you won’t miss, not the sort of thing that you would have given to our recycling 
sale, but something that has both meaning and value. Is there a painting that has 
not hung on the wall in years? a piece of jewellery that will never again be worn? a 
tarnished silver teapot that languishes in a box in the attic?   

 If you feel that you could help us in this way, your gifts would be most welcome as they 
could save lives. It is your choice whether to remain anonymous or to be acknowledged 
but we would like an explanation of what the item means to the donor. Such a 
demonstration of commitment would hopefully encourage others to give. 

Donors can rest assured that their ‘treasures’ will not ‘go for a song’ but will realise their 
true market value as they will be valued and sold by local auctioneers who provide a 
commission free sale for registered charities.
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If you would like to make a donation or have a treasure that you would like to 
donate, then please contact Julian Richards (01747 851531 mobile 07974913878 
e mail julian@archaemedia.co.uk) 

Any correspondence or offers will be treated in the strictest confidence. 

Thank you for reading this. Keep safe. 

Julian   

 

 

Much of the calligraphy I have used in this and other issues of Key Ring is by 
Timothy R. Botts, an American Christian artist who has used his skills to illus-
trate the Proverbs, Psalms and many other biblical texts. Some of his books 
are out of print but some are obtainable on Amazon. (Ed)



24



25

Spiritually Grazing - Virtually

Since the lockdown we have enjoyed the rise of on-line Sunday Church Services, many 
of which I have found to be very interesting and enlightening, and I would like to share 
with my YouTube grazing on Trinity 5! 
 
As a parishioner of  St James I usually look for other churches dedicated to the Great, 
(or the Lesser)  Saint - starting with SJP. That’s Piccadilly with Lucy Wingate and their 
congregation socially distanced into bubbles or single pew places with a view of the 
lovely Grinling  Gibbons carving work on the wall above and around the High Altar; 
however a small Altar table, with a pair of pillar candles, in front of the chancel area 
was preferred. The service did not flow as easily as in the early days, with only one  
camera and one mic, but  last Sunday, like  the BBC at times, the flow was rather uneven 
with more people involved in the service, more mics, more complications, but it was 
soon in its stride and as they could not sing, they elected to hum. What a good idea was 
that?
 After a respectable hum I deserted SJP for St James Sussex Gardens where the 
Vicar, Father Paul Thomas, only gave an introduction to the Church. There was no 
service on YouTube; maybe they used Zoom instead. St James’ is a huge Victorian 
building with Anglo Catholic liturgy, a wonderful choral venue, with two organs and 
a vast performance area; it  has also been used by BBC for rehearsals including, way 
back  “Dads Army” from the late 60s!
 
With no luck in Sussex Gardens I briefly visited the grandeur of St James‘ Spanish 
Place where they were preparing for Mass in their  famous and sumptuous chancel. 

I chose to move on and chanced on Clarendon parish in Wiltshire and lo and behold 
none other than Simon Chambers was preaching on The Parable of The Sower. Simon 
was standing in front of a small altar and speaking directly to viewers  without a missal 
or service book. Being very au fait with technical matters I guessed he was using an 
autocue, a very good idea with everything so smooth - no page turning, no paper 
rustling!   When in Shaftesbury, Simon, as far as I recall, usually read his Sermons from a 
Tablet, not of stone, but from one made by Apple!   
It was such a nice surprise to see and hear Simon again but after his sermon I 
continued my graze and I landed in beautiful Tewkesbury Abbey where when hymns 
were sung they showed photographs of the Abbey, town and countryside. Mass was 
being reverently celebrated by a young priest. 
 
From Gloucestershire on to one or two Services from American churches that popped 
up on the screen. The upshot being that, by then, I had listened to  snippets of various 
sermons on the Parable of the Sower from many a preacher. All were interesting and 
enlightening. 
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My final and accidental stop of the morning was not a St James but All Saints In  
Edmonton where the Vicar and his family were celebrating his final Service prior to  
moving; he was disappointed that he and his wife and two young boys were the only 
ones present. It was ‘A Service if the Word’ and it was all very naturally done - a Family 
Service, literally, with the Vicar, Father Stuart, his wife and their two young sons all 
taking part. They faced us and sang the Gloria with the wee lad ringing the handbell  
because, said the Vicar, he liked to do so, and had done so on Easter Day!
 
Despite not having a live Congregation it was a most touching occasion. The two boys 
each read a lesson very fluently while the Vicar’s wife, in white jeans, read the Gospel. 
The young lads, aged perhaps seven and nine, robed in servers’ white albs, also later 
read the intercessions.   Father Stuart’s last sermon mentioned his sadness at leaving 
All Saints, and Edmonton, where he and his family were so happy; however his decision 
to move on was prompted by a girl serving him at the local who knew his name but he 
could not recall her at all. On enquiry she said she remembered him from Primary 
school services. It then dawned on him: 12 years in the same Parish?.  Was it not time to 
move on?  
 
In the  afternoon the scene was the family in the Vicarage garden for final goodbyes. 
The small boy, Barnaby, I think, was tired but happy in his Mum’s arms and his 
elder brother was also a bit sleepy but they all made their own Farewells  This was a 
real and joyous Family Service in its simplicity and love. It is on YouTube (All Saints 
Edmonton). Do tune in: you will be pleased to have done so. 
 
In the evening it was back in Shaftesbury for Evensong with Helen - such a pleasure. 
You felt you were having a private service with the Rector; a very nice end to an 
interesting day.
 
I wish you good YouTubing and Zooming and may you return to your own churches in 
the coming weeks.
Colin Francis
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