
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
in and around
SHAFTESBURY

Key Ring         October 2020

What might have been and what has been
Point to one end, which is always present

                                                                                            TS ELIOT The Four Quartets



2

The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Helen and Pam have Friday  as their day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 
5 Gold Hill, 

Shaftesbury  SP7 8JW

 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd         keyring@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Do Trowbridge  01747 852195
Melbury Abbas  Juliet Bichard             01747 851836
Motcombe  Liz Pocock  01747 852647
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Christine Mitchell  01747 858219
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Leading Article

Dear Friends,

As we come into October our churches get busy celebrating Harvest Festival. In 
Shaftesbury and the villages we give thanks for the food we eat, for all those whose 
work produces it, and we are thanking God for the harvest and for all the gifts of 
creation. As I write this it’s still September and it’s ‘Back British Farming’ Day, so it’s great 
to look forward to our celebrations of the harvest and to think of all the people who are 
working on our local farms. We are fortunate to live somewhere as beautiful as North 
Dorset, in a landscape that has been shaped by generations of farmers and their care 
for the land. We see the tractors moving around the roads now, but a quick look at an 
Ordnance Survey Map also shows us the old drove tracks that previous generations 
used to take their livestock to market. The land around us reminds us of our history and 
of the patterns that shape the year.

The regular cycle of events through the year helps us to know where we are so that we 
feel properly rooted. In the life of our churches, the seasons and festivals we celebrate 
over the course of a year remind us of many different aspects of God’s love for us. This 
month we have once again been able to include the pattern of services across our 
churches in this magazine, for the first time since the beginning of lockdown. For the 
last few months our pattern of life has changed so often that it has been hard to feel 
properly rooted. That’s been true in church just as much as in the rest of life. We may 
find that things change again as the weeks go by, but it feels like progress that we are 
able to publish a list of services with a good degree of confidence that they will go 
ahead as planned. 

Of course, our farmers will tell us better than anyone that just because the year has 
a pattern, it doesn’t mean things will always go to plan. Whether it’s the weather, the 
health of livestock, or the yields of crops, there is plenty that is less certain than they 
would like. Despite this, our local farms are a reminder to all of us of what it means 
to be well-rooted in a place. This year’s Harvest Festivals will be a time to give thanks 
to God for the harvest on our local farms and for everyone whose work made that 
possible. I hope it will also be a time when we can root ourselves back into the year, 
giving thanks to God for bringing us safe this far and asking his blessing on the future. 
Come, ye thankful people, come! Raise the song of harvest home!

With every blessing,

Helen
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and save up to 10% on your heating oil cost!
 • Free to join  • Independent of suppliers   

• Order for more than one location • Pay the supplier direct   
• Bi-monthly reminders  • Over 825 members

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREE REGISTRATION VISIT: 

www.nadder.oilbuyingclub.com

Join our Heating Oil Buying Club!
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From Bishop Nicholas…

The impact of COVID-19 is changing us. In many ways, people have stepped up to 
look after each other. Churches have been part of this but it’s been a much broader 
movement of neighbourly care. We have applauded the NHS and care workers and we 
have redefined who are the key workers. The desire to look after each other is strong.

Every organisation has had to change rapidly. Churches have adapted locally 
extraordinarily fast. Thank you for all you have done to help. None of us knows if this is 
the new normal but at the end of summer it looks as though the winter could be long 
and difficult. This virus is not yet finished with us.

We are being tested. The virus is not limited by national boundaries. It is a global 
pandemic. There have been some key moments and our responses have been 
revealing. The death of George Floyd in Minneapolis set off an international movement 
that Black Lives Matter. Who are the people we want to celebrate and why? We have 
been too slow re-evaluating the statues populating our public space and frustration 
boiled over. People want to be dealt with justly and we need to rework our history so 
that it helps us tell a better story in our own day. 

For example, there are lessons for us with regard to slavery. Church was part of the 
problem and became part of the solution. We were among those who profited from 
slavery and claimed it was part of God’s given order. We were also among those who 
campaigned for its abolition. In this respect my predecessor Bishop Burgess (1825-37) 
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was courageous in the late eighteenth century in articulating his opposition to slavery. 
Nowadays no-one is in favour of slavery and the Church is among those challenging 
modern-day slavery. The question for us is why there was a re-evaluation of the way we 
understood scripture that changed our values and the way we acted.

One of my favourite Bible stories is from Matthew 22.15-22 when the religious 
leaders tried to trap Jesus with a political question. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 
emperor? Smelling hypocrisy, Jesus asked whose image is on a coin? They answered 
the emperor’s. “Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s and to God the 
things that are God’s.” 

It’s a clever and enigmatic response. Whatever it means about God and Caesar, paying 
taxes, and the Christian engagement with political life and power, a Jew at the time of 
Jesus would have heard an unspoken second question: ‘And you, whose image are you 
made in?’ We are called to live as people made in God’s image. 

That at the heart of who we are and we need to take care to live up to it. A time of crisis 
is both a judgement and an opportunity. 

Salisbury Cathedral – tickets and charging

Salisbury Cathedral has a new system for visitors and for attending services, both of 
which involve booking in advance. If you want to go to a service in the Cathedral it is 
free, but you will need to book a space through their website. If you have no access 
to the internet you can book by telephone by calling 01722 512156 between 09:00 
and 17:00 Monday to Friday. If you would like to make a tourist visit to the Cathedral 
this also needs booking in advance and there is an entry charge. If you are on the 
electoral roll of a church in the Diocese of Salisbury you can ask the churchwarden of 
your church to book a free ticket for you and up to one other person. Please bear in 
mind that this will involve the churchwarden emailing the Cathedral on your behalf 
and allow at least a week before your planned visit. You will also need to tell the 
churchwarden what day and time you hope to visit the Cathedral before they can make 
a booking for you. 
 

 



8

St Peter’s

A quick look around Tesco reminds us that summer is over and. oh dear, the Christmas 
boxes of Quality Street, Celebrations and Heroes are back again. At this time of the year 
we start thinking of another type of box, The Shoebox Appeal, and Elizabeth Selwood 
has this in hand.

Operation Christmas Child
When I was asked if I would be “doing” Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes this year I 
had no immediate answer. I was torn between saying “no”, because many of us have not 
yet returned to attending church services let alone going into shops, and saying “Yes”, 
because surely the need will be greater this year.
Operation Christmas Child is still going ahead nationally and internationally. This is 
what Samaritan’s Purse, the organisers of Operation Christmas Child, say: 

“The COVID-19 global pandemic has disrupted everyday life for millions of people around 
the world. Yet, Samaritan’s Purse continues to share the eternal hope of the Gospel and to 
serve in Jesus’ Name. We want boys and girls around the world to know that God loves them 
and has not forgotten them during this time of fear and uncertainty. Children need great joy 
now more than ever. Most of all, they need the hope found only in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Will you partner with us to share that glorious hope with boys and girls around the world—
many of whom have never heard the Name of Jesus?”

National Collection Week is 9-16 November, 2020. This means that as long as you 
can get your packed shoe box to St Peter’s Church or to me at my home (telephone 
01747 853738 for details), by 11am on Sunday 15th November I can get it to a collection 
point before the deadline. 
If you prefer to use one of the OCC’s specially made boxes, I have just 20 available on 
a first come first served basis at a cost of 50 pence each; flat pack or assembled as you 
prefer. However, if you would rather wrap a shoe box (base and lid separate please) 
these will still be happily received.

If you prefer you can pack a shoe box on-line for a cost of £20 which includes £5 of 
project costs. The link to do this is:  https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
Please do not include any of the following items in your box: Used or damaged items; 
war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures; seeds; sweets, chocolate 
or food items; toothpaste, lotions or liquids including bubbles; medicines; playing cards 
of the 4-suit variety; religious or political literature; sharp or fragile items; books with 
mainly words. Items packed from this list will be removed from shoeboxes.

The children really appreciate the fact that someone has taken the trouble to send 
them a lovely gift, so if you can, do please include a photo, a personalised card or a 

https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
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note. 
OCC official leaflets will be available again this year which include the labels to stick on 
the outside of the box. 

Thank you for your support for this great cause.
Elizabeth Selwood

One of the important aspects at any church service is to make everyone feel 
comfortable on arrival. The wearing of masks and keeping a `safe distance’ obviously 
creates a barrier and a sidesperson at St Peter’s describes his role in providing a 
welcome to all despite all the restrictions in place 

A SIDESPERSON’S STORY 
Being a sidesperson is a very pleasurable task; I get to greet everyone coming into the 
church, hand them their service and pew sheets and usually have a chat and try and 
make any new worshippers feel at ease as I guide them to their chosen seats. After the 
service there is usually time to catch up with many of the congregation over coffee and 
biscuits. 

This has changed however – whilst I am still able to be welcoming by standing outside 
the church and signing everyone in so that in the very unlikely event of any Covid 19 
outbreak in future the church has a record of those who have attended. Everything else 
is much more formal: hand sanitising on arrival, picking  up your own service/pew sheets, 
and  then following  a one way system to one of the allocated socially distanced seats ...... 
all the time trying not to mingle,  despite the temptations at such a friendly  church.  - 
There is an issue with communication as face coverings are now mandatory; fortunately 
because I’m outside I don’t presently have to wear a mask as long as I’m socially distanced   
so by being able to see people on entrance to the church is really helpful. Now I could go 
on for ages about the efficacy of face coverings but mask wearing does act as a barrier 
and highlights even more the loss of togetherness that St Peters is renowned for. This 
is especially so at the peace when the firm handshakes have been replaced by distant 
waves . 

My role has become more of security and ensuring we can accommodate all those wishing 
to attend. There are 55 socially distanced seats scattered throughout the church – some 
would be described as ‘restricted view’ but we can also use the currently redundant choir 
stalls, mainly for families to add extra  capacity. Attendances are averaging around 50 at 
the time this article was written.  
When the service has finished participants are asked to discard any unwanted  service 
sheets into the recycling bin, but at least there is an opportunity, in good weather 
anyway, to circulate outside the church or possibly enjoy a drink in one of the coffee 
shops that are open. 
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One day I hope that the `new normal’ can be replaced by the `old normal’. 
Roy Mitchell 

From the Registers

Baptisms: 
23rd August 2020  Esmae & Evelyn-Rose Blunn
    

We welcome them into the Lord’s family
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St John’s, Enmore Green 

Worship in St John’s

Sunday 4 October  11.15am  Harvest Praise
Sunday 18 October 11.15am  Parish Communion
Sunday 1 November 11.15am  Family Service

Our plant and produce table has been very successful again this year, not just 
financially, but also in the social contact that happens around it – at a suitable distance 
of course. With time on our hands at the beginning of lockdown, we were busy sorting 
out our books, and as people were missing the library and charity shops, I put out a box 
of books, which proved very popular. Other people added books and we have raised 
£780 so far, so thank you to everyone who has contributed in any way, whether by 
donating or purchasing. 

Like other churches and organisations, we had to cancel a few fund-raising events, 
which has made a large dent in our finances, that it will be difficult to recover from.

Meanwhile, we are enjoying the fact that we can at least meet for worship, even if less 
frequently than we have been used to, and look forward to the day when we can meet 
socially, without so many restrictions.   
EP

Covid 19 has affected all our lives and still continues to do so.  At the beginning of 2020, 
David and Elizabeth Preston made the difficult decision to move to be nearer to their 
family. 
 
As Churchwarden and Treasurer, Elizabeth and David have played an important part in 
the life of St. John’s.  With their help, the District Church Council worked to make sure 
that they could cover all the tasks that had to be undertaken when they leave.  The 
change was to be made at the Annual General Meeting in May.  Our plan was to have 
a special Farewell event but everything went on hold.  The AGM was finally held on the 
20 September when Elizabeth and David stepped down from their roles although no 
date has been fixed for their departure from Enmore Green.

Members of St. John’s Church were able to mark their appreciation of all that Elizabeth 
and David had done with gifts for the future.  However it wasn’t possible to invite all 
the people that would have wanted to come.  We will be inviting Elizabeth and David 
back to Enmore Green when it is safe to do so  and this will give the wider community 
the chance to thank them both for all they have done for the Shaftesbury Team of 
Churches, Churches Together, Christian Aid – indeed wherever help was needed.   
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St. John’s will be forever grateful for their love and care for the community. 
Jo Churchill

From the Registers

Marriage
11 July   Joshua Day and Abigail Gibson
Funeral
18 June  Brian William Hookins
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

By the time this is printed we will have had our farewell service for Christopher Hooper 
WITH SINGING by a small group to add a bit of music to our services which will go a 
little way back to normality. 

We were all shocked to hear Motcombe’s dear friend, Allistair Leask, died  recently. 
Allistair had been our Parish Council Chairman for many years and a very good one 
too.  He was a great character who managed to raise the spirits of anyone he spoke to 
– always positive, always fun.   Our thoughts are with his wife, Anita, who proposes to 
have a celebration of his life once things have returned to normal.

 Our services in October:-

4th October  Evening Communion 6.00pm
11th October  Parish Communion 9.30am
18th October  Evening Worship 6.00pm
25th October  Parish Communion 9.30am.
Holy Communion service every Thursday at 10.00am
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fiona_billfootcare@btinternet.com
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Your local, friendly, professional estate agent

Tisbury: 01747 859359  |  Shaftesbury: 01747 213106
Boatwrights Estate Agentswww.boatwrights.co.uk



16



17

www.facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE
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M: 07974 082293  E: andy@goldhillclassics.co.uk
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St James’

First impressions of Dunbar from Richard Huband
This is a stunningly beautiful area, far more beautiful than either of us had realised 
when we bought the house.  My favourite activity is walking along the shore path, 
called John Muir Way.  This is only 10 minutes from our house, but often I am idle and 
drive, to give myself a longer walk by the sea.  On the right, waders such as curlews, 
oystercatchers, and redshank.  On the left, a large pond with ducks. I hear the regular 
cries of the waders, and I have a particular love of the cry of the curlew.  Wonderful.  
Church life at St. Anne’s Dunbar is as good as it could be during the challenges 
presented by the virus.  It is a joint Episcopal/Methodist church, which, with my 
ecumenical background, suits me well.  The Rector Diana preaches inspiringly. On 
Sundays Anthea and I have twice been to their 12.30pm said Holy Communion service, 
and much enjoyed it.
Another major bonus of course is being so near daughter Jo and family.  On my 
birthday we had our evening meal with them all, the first time I have had family with 
me on my birthday for many years. Jo has been a star, helping us to unpack the endless 
boxes and giving us guidance as to local shops and services, and to where we can 
get various sorts of help such as a handyman or technology. Son Geoff and family 
have been up for three nights, and Geoff set up my computer, our TV and our new 
telephones.

Challenges, of course, remain. Both of us find it difficult, living in chaos, surrounded 
by packing boxes and wondering in which box such and such is. We continue to 
declutter. The local Oxfam shop at Haddington accepts only two boxes of books at a 
time; we already have six or seven boxes ready to deliver, and many more books yet 
to be sorted. The biggest challenge of all is missing our friends in Shaftesbury and we 
send our love. But the joys outweigh the challenges.

Jeanne Loader’s schoolfriend, Malcolm Sainsbury, has produced a book of poems about 
Covid-19 and the lockdown. This is one of them. 

The Lockdown Cometh
(with thanks to Flanders and Swann for the inspiration)

‘Twas on the Tuesday morning I hunted for some lube
But no amount of searching would reveal a single tube

So I went and got the papers and read them end-to-end
- Too much pious drivel nearly drove me round the bend

Oh it all makes work for the locked-down chap to do!

‘Twas on the Wednesday morning I thought I’d make a list
Of all the jobs I hadn’t done - and some I hadn’t wished
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There was tiling in the bathroom and painting in the hall
Not to mention lots of garden which I rarely touched at all

Oh it all makes work for the locked-down chap to do!

‘Twas on the Thursday morning I started my first deed
To make another list of all the items that I’d need

Then I found out that DIY shops all around the nation,
As well as garden centres, were closed for the duration
Oh it all makes work for the locked-down chap to do!

‘Twas on the Friday morning I decided on a plan
To write a trendy novel about a locked-down man

But sitting at the console just staring at the blighter  
Made me quickly realise I wouldn’t make a writer

Oh it all it all makes work for the locked-down chap to do!

On Saturday and Sunday I sat and watched it rain    
So ''twas on a Monday morning that I started once again! 

Quince and Lemon Chutney (Sara Jacson’s mother’s recipe!)

1 ½ lb quinces
½ lemon
1 shallot
1 clove garlic
4 oz raisins
2 oz chopped stem ginger
½ tsp each (ground): Cinnamon, Coriander, Black Pepper, Salt
¼ tsp ground cloves
½ lb each Granulated and Demerara sugar
¼ pint white wine vinegar

Method
Wash quinces and rub off any fluff.
Halve quinces and remove core 
Chop with shallot and lemon
Put in preserving pan with all other ingredients.
Stir well and gently simmer, stirring occasionally until fruit is soft.
When mixture is thick and looks like chutney it’s done!
Pot immediately and leave to mature for at least a month.
Enjoy!

Quince and Lemon Chutney
Sara Jacson’s mother’s recipe
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A Day In Autumn
by R.S. Thomas

  It will not always be like this, 
  The air windless, a few last 
  Leaves adding their decoration 
  To the trees’ shoulders, braiding the cuffs
   Of the boughs with gold; a bird preening 

  In the lawn’s mirror. Having looked up 
  From the day’s chores, pause a minute, 
  Let the mind take its photograph 
  Of the bright scene, something to wear 
  Against the heart in the long cold.

Joke submitted by Bill Walsh
A young girl was taking her driving test and the Examiner posed the following 
question: ‘You are driving in poor vision (dusk) and you see an old man and a child on 
the road. What do you hit?’. The girl thinks for a while and replies: ‘The old man has had 
his life – I would hit him’. The Examiner yells: ‘The BRAKES!!’……...Fail!
  
The Credo of Creativity 

During lockdown, and forced out of usual patterns of life, people turned to other 
pursuits and explored hobbies they may once have spurned or just set aside. This 
fostered a resurrection of explorations into gardening, a wide range of handicrafts, 
painting, creative writing, home cooking, and music which could be shared whilst 
socially distanced. We were reminded that our God is the God of Creation and wants us 
to be part of that renewing, life affirming pattern of living, and to celebrate life in all its 
abundance. 

Walking back from a visit to the Gallery in Swan’s Yard today and energised by being 
amongst such a wealth of different skills and talents, all of which in their unique way 
reflected the wonder of a creative God, I wrote the following. Please add your verses to 
reflect where you have experienced the God of Creation these last months.
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When the pen is still

When the nib is full

There am I

                When the wonder rolls

When the pattern scrolls

There am I

In the midst of words

When the pain unfurls

There am I

Taste me, smell me, handle me,

And hear me well

For there ‘I AM’.

Jill Fuller  September 8th 2020

 From the Registers

Marriage
We send every good wish to Samantha Rawlins and Kevin Monahan for a happy 
future together. They were married on Saturday 5th September at St James’ church, 
Sam making an unforgettable entrance in the cab of a fire engine!  A guard of honour 
of firefighters in full firefighting gear lined the path as the bride and groom left the 
church. A first for our church! 

Funerals
Our thoughts and prayers are with Richard Sutton on the passing of his beloved 
sister and father. Sarah’s funeral was on 7th August and their father John’s on Friday 4th 
September. 
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services
At the moment, we’re having one Sunday service a month, at 11.15am on the third 
Sunday. We’re also saying Morning Prayer every week, at 9am on Wednesday mornings. 
We have lots of room in church, so distancing isn’t a problem and anyone is welcome to 
join us.

Church Hall
For the time being, the Church Hall is accepting bookings from Compton Abbas Table 
Tennis Club, who will be arranging fixtures in line with the guidance from Table Tennis 
England. The Table Tennis Club will have responsibility for all necessary cleaning and 
sanitising.
The hall it is not open for any other purpose and there is a notice on the door making 
this clear. If you have a key, please do not use it, for any reason. The PCC has taken this 
decision to keep everyone safe. Any changes in the situation will be announced in 
future issues of Key Ring. 

APCM
The PCC is in the process of fixing a date for the APCM, which is likely to be in early 
October. For more information, please watch out for notices in church and on the 
village notice boards

Prayer requests
St Mary’s is open every day for private prayer. We still don’t feel it is safe for people to 
pin prayer requests on the board at the back of church, but don’t forget that you can 
email your prayer requests to compton.prayers@shaftesburycofe.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:compton.prayers@shaftesburycofe.org.uk
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St Thomas’s Church Melbury Abbas

27th September  11.15am  Parish Communion followed by
    12.00 APCM and Vestry Meeting

11th October 11.15am  Matins - Harvest Festival

25th October  11.15am  Parish Communion

8th November 11.15am  Matins – Remembrance Sunday

We are continuing to hold two services every month, Matins on the second Sunday and 
Holy Communion on the fourth Sunday.

It was good to receive Key Ring again last month as many people didn’t find it on the 
team website during lockdown.

The APCM and Vestry meeting will follow Parish Communion on 27th September. We 
hope that as many people as possible will come to find out what has been happening 
in the church in the past year.

On 1st October St Thomas’s Preservation Society will hold their AGM at Greenlands 
House.

On 11th October we will celebrate Harvest Festival and although we cannot yet sing the 
familiar much loved Harvest hymns we will have some music as we hope Pat will play 
them for us.

For Harvest the church will be decorated beautifully as usual  – Val asks if the flower 
arrangers can come along to the church at 10.00 on Thursday 8th October as we need to 
leave the church locked for 72 hours before the Sunday service.

Funeral
Tony Tucker  - Thursday 17th September – Private funeral, family only.Tony died 
peacefully at home on 9th September with all his family round him. He will be sadly 
missed.
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

St Margaret’s 
Services at present are on the 1st Sunday each month.  The next being the HARVEST 
FESTIVAL on the 4th October at 11.15am.  It will be so special during this strange year 
to be thankful for all the good things that have happened and grown this year. 
 
Thank you to all who help keep the Church and Churchyard looking so tidy and 
welcoming especially after the lockdown. 
 
On the 22nd August we held the wonderful wedding of Poppy Henderson to 
James McKay and we wish them every happiness for the future. 
 
St. Thomas’s 
The team service held on the 30th August in the Churchyard was enjoyed by a good 
gathering with the three piece musical accompaniment adding a special touch and the 
Churchyard looking very trim and cared for. Even the freshly calved cow enjoying it all! 
 
St. Luke’s 
Services at present are on the second Sunday each month.  The next being the 12th 
October at 11.15am. 
 
From the Registers: 
 
We have sadly lost some members of our Parish over the last few months, as follows: 
 
Mr John Bush   24th April 
Mrs Linda Ridley   27th April 
Mrs Jean Bush   25th May 
Mr Stephen Stokes  31st August 
 
All were strong supporters of St. Margaret’s, St Thomas’s and St. Luke’s and will be very 
much missed.  More information to follow.

Diana Mary Ena Andrews: August 1939 – March 2020
Diana was born in August 1939 at Lodge Farm, Motcombe; the third child of Tom & 
Ena Netherway. She spent a large part of her younger years at Manston and moved to 
Lower Hartgrove in 1962 where she lived for the rest of her life.

As Diana’s mother was head teacher of the primary school in Manston, Diana and her 
two brothers, John and David, were schooled elsewhere. Diana weekly boarded at a 
school in Yeovil and then attended Blandford Grammar School. She was keen to leave 
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school when she was able to and get a job. She took a position at a bank in Sturminster 
Newton and stayed there until she married John Andrews in October 1957. Two 
children followed; Rosalind and Raymond.

Diana worked on the family farm from the time she married until she retired in 1995. 
Diana always loved animals, a necessary trait for a dairy farmer. She was always the 
one with the patience to get those stubborn little calves weaned onto drinking from 
a bucket or to calmly get the heifers into a trailer when they just wanted to charge 
around the field!

Diana was blessed with five grandchildren: Charlotte, Katrina, Luke, Kimberly and 
Caitlin. Diana loved spending time with her grandchildren and took great delight in all 
their achievements. She was always encouraging them in their education, spending 
hours reading to them when they were tiny, then teaching them to read and later 
supporting their hobbies and careers in any way that she could.

After a short illness Diana sadly passed away peacefully on 11th March 2020 with family 
by her side. Due to the Covid 19 restrictions a small family service was held at Fontmell 
Magna church on 24th March where she was laid to rest with her husband, John.
Diana was hard working, a strong character, generous and kind-hearted. Most of all she 
was always there for us. We miss her very much and will always love and remember her.
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The Shaftesbury 
Committee since 

1952

Thirty Years of Volunteering for The Children’s Society.
Motcombe resident, Audrey Hooper, has achieved an amazing record of volunteering 
for the Shaftesbury Children’s Society Committee. Thirty years have passed since she 
started on the local committee in September 1990. Her final committee meeting was 
held early in September 2020.
During this time she has encouraged and supported children in need through the 
fundraising activities of the committee. This has seen her through four chairpersons 
and two previous resignation requests. The last one was effective as she was then sure 
that another Motcombe resident could continue to represent the amazing work of the 
Society locally.
The Society fights child poverty and neglect and helps all children have a better chance 
in life through its national lobbying, campaigning and provision of services. The Society 
supports young carers, those who have gone missing and provides a range of services: 
for example for children who have been sexually exploited, subject to drug and 
alcohol abuse and needing mental health and emotional well-being services. It also 
provides family support services and is currently campaigning on behalf of thousands 
of children from migrant families who are at risk of hunger unless free school meals are 
extended to them.
The Society is enormously grateful for the work Audrey has done for children in need 
and showed this in making a presentation to her in September. The national Society 
has also recognised her incredibly long service. 
More can be found out about the Society on the web at childrensociety.org.uk or 
through phoning the local chairperson John Massink on 07933 992389.
If you would like to support the Society yourself, maybe not for thirty years as a few 
hours here and there through the year is welcomed, please also contact John.
Thanks again and huge respect to Audrey as she concludes her committee role when 
she is in her 90s.

The Children’s Society Annual Street Collection.  Saturday 26 September 2020
The annual street collection in Shaftesbury has been delayed this year.  Covid 19 has 
also affected the availability of collectors and we are short of helpers.  If you read 
this before 23 September and would be able to spare one hour on the afternoon of 
Saturday 26 September to supervise a collecting box under Covid 19 precautions, 
please contact Chris Jones on 01747 850791.
John Massink
Chairperson,
The  Children’s Society, Shaftesbury Committee

http://childrensociety.org.uk/


31

COPY DEADLINE FOR 
THE NOVEMBER 2020 
ISSUE IS FRIDAY 9TH 

OCTOBER AT 5PM



Full  moon  rising  over  Ely  Cathedral,  October  2019

To everything there is a season, and a time to every 
purpose under heaven

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-2


