
Notices 

Leaving Present for Revd Helen Dawes 
As you know Helen is leaving us at the end of December to take up her 
new post as principal of Westcott House Theological College in 
Cambridge. If you would like to contribute to a leaving present for her 
you can make a donation either by placing it in an envelope marked “Gift 
for Helen” and giving it to me, Liz or Gill, or directly into the Team 
Account using the label “Gift for Helen” – Shaftesbury Team Ministry, 
CAF Bank, West Malling, Kent ME19 7JQ Sort Code 40-52-40 Account 
No. 00018117. Many thanks. 
Helen’s last service with us will be the Team communion at St Peter’s on 
Sunday 27th December.  

Tier 2 Regulations 
As Dorset is now in Tier 2 we may gather for worship but mustn’t mingle 
or interact with anyone outside our own household or bubble. This will 
not be easy to manage, as everyone relishes the chance to catch up, but if 
we all wear face coverings inside, refrain from chatting inside before and 
after the service, maintain social distances and catch up with each other 
outside after the service that should fulfil the requirements.  

Arrangements for Christmas 
Sadly, Christmas will not be the same this year. We will not be able to 
have a Crib Service, but there are plans for the singing of Christmas 
Carols around the village. There will be a Midnight Service on Christmas 
Eve and a Service on Christmas morning. We will not be able to sing the 
wonderful carols inside, though we will be able to listen to them. 
However, we are allowed to sing outside so we will sing some carols 
outside after the Christmas morning service (weather permitting). 

Help for those in need at this time 
If you know of anyone in the village who is struggling to make ends meet 
at this difficult time and needs help with anything from food to 
Christmas presents for their children please tell them to contact the 
Revd Pam in the strictest confidence. There is also food behind the font 
that can be taken by anyone who needs it. 

Notices for next week’s pew sheet should be sent by Wednesday to 
Dennis Rink - dennis.rink@gmail.com 

 

WELCOME to 
St Mary’s Church, Motcombe 
Newcomers and visitors are always welcome.  

 

Sunday, 6th December 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

6.00pm Reflective Evening Communion   Revd Pam Rink 
 
Events this Week   

Morning prayer is said at 8.30am Monday to Wednesday and on Saturday.  
Holy Communion is said on Thursday at 10.00am – all welcome.  

Monday - Wednesday & Friday  
     9.30am – 11.00am School using the Church 

Wednesday  2.00pm     Prayer Group in Church 

Thursday   10.00am     Holy Communion 
11.00am – 12.30pm School using the Church 

         

        Next Sunday, 13th December 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

9.30am Parish Communion      Revd Helen Dawes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on church activities, or if you would like to get in touch 
regarding any other matter, please contact 

Team Vicar: Revd Pam Rink:  01747 590712      pam@shaftesburycofe.org.uk  
Churchwardens: Gill Waine  01747 851007    NickWaine@outlook.com 
                                  Liz Pocock  01747 852647 jepocock@uwclub.net 
LPAs Gill Waine  01747 851007    NickWaine@outlook.com 
 Ann Surtees  01747 229397 mootcottage@aol.com 
Team Administrator: Barbara Priest, 01747 853060   office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk  
St Mary’s Church, Motcombe  Website: www.shaftesburycofe.org.uk 



Collect  
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, 
and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness we are grievously hindered in 
running the race that is set before us, 
your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honour and glory, now and for ever. 

First Reading – Isaiah 40.1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry 
to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received 
from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.  
A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in 
the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the 
rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people 
shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  
A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass 
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the 
people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God will stand for ever.  
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice 
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the 
cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’ See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm 
rules for him; his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will 
gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the 
mother sheep.  

Second Reading – 2 Peter 3.8-15a 
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about 
his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to 
perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 
and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be 
dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be 
disclosed.  
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of people ought you 
to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and 
dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his 
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at 
home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found 

by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as 
salvation. So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom 
given to him,  

Gospel – Mark 1.1-8 

The beginning of the good news* of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it is written in 
the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
   “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight” ’,  
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’  

Post Communion Prayer 
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again 
to be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first 
coming that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Please pray for: 

 those who live in Motcombe Grange, Summer Oaks and Prideaux Drive 

 Motcombe School, staff, children, parents and governors 

 healing and wholeness in body, mind and spirit for those who are suffering ill 
health, those who are alone, anxious or fearful 

 all who are struggling due to job loss, closure of businesses, reduced working 
hours, uncertainty of work and financial pressures 

 all who mourn the loss of loved ones, especially in these difficult times and 
perhaps facing the first Christmas without their loved one, that God will be 
with them in times of darkness and strengthen them with his love. 

Let us give thanks for 

 all who work to keep our services going – rubbish collectors, street sweepers, 
local government, delivery drivers, supermarket and other retail staff 

 our amazing and caring community who give so much time, effort and talent to 
raising all our spirits and helping those in need. 

 
To whom shall I turn? If at any time you feel the need to talk or pray with 
someone please telephone or email Revd Pam, Gill Waine or Ann Surtees, the Lay 
Pastoral Assistants (LPAs), Gill or Liz, the church wardens. All contacts are 
overleaf. 
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