
Notices 

Tier 2 Regulations 
As Dorset is now in Tier 2 we may gather for worship but mustn’t mingle 
or interact with anyone outside our own household or bubble. This will 
not be easy to manage, as everyone relishes the chance to catch up, but if 
we all wear face coverings inside, refrain from chatting inside before and 
after the service, maintain social distances and catch up with each other 
outside after the service that should fulfil the requirements.  

Thank you! 
As always, the PCC are incredibly grateful for all your generous 
contributions to the church funds which you regularly make and which 
are so necessary for the smooth running of the church.  Thank you very 
much indeed. If anyone wishes to make regular payments through our 
parish giving scheme which is running very successfully now, do let the 
Churchwarden’s know and we can give you the information. 

Carol Singing around the village 
Motcombe Carol singers are singing throughout Motcombe on Saturday 
19th December starting at Elm Close at 5.30 pm and finishing in our 
churchyard at roughly 6.30 pm where we will sing another carol or two.  
Do come and join us then.  You can sit in the warm church until we 
arrive! 

Arrangements for Christmas 
Sadly, Christmas will not be the same this year. Sadly, we will not be able 
to have a Crib Service. There will be a Midnight Service on Christmas Eve 
and a Service on Christmas morning. We will not be able to sing the 
wonderful carols inside, though we will be able to listen to them. 
However, we are allowed to sing outside so we will sing some carols 
outside after the Christmas morning service (weather permitting). 

Help for those in need at this time 
If you know of anyone in the village who is struggling to make ends meet 
at this difficult time and needs help with anything from food to 
Christmas presents for their children please tell them to contact the 
Revd Pam in the strictest confidence. There is also food behind the font 
that can be taken by anyone who needs it. 

Notices for next week’s pew sheet should be sent by Wednesday to 
Dennis Rink - dennis.rink@gmail.com 

WELCOME to 
St Mary’s Church, Motcombe 
Newcomers and visitors are always welcome.  

 

Sunday, 13th December 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

9.30am  Parish Communion    Revd Dr Helen Dawes 
 
Events this Week   

Morning prayer is said at 9.00am Monday to Wednesday and on Saturday.  
Holy Communion is said on Thursday at 10.00am – all welcome.  

Monday - Tuesday  
     9.30am – 11.00am School using the Church 

Wednesday  11.00am     Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange 

Thursday   10.00am     Holy Communion 

Saturday   from 5.30pm   Carols around the village 

 

        Next Sunday, 20th December 

4th Sunday of Advent 

6.00pm  Evening Worship      Emma Smith (LWL) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on church activities, or if you would like to get in touch 
regarding any other matter, please contact 

Team Vicar: Revd Pam Rink:  01747 590712      pam@shaftesburycofe.org.uk  
Churchwardens: Gill Waine  01747 851007    NickWaine@outlook.com 
                                  Liz Pocock  01747 852647 jepocock@uwclub.net 
LPAs Gill Waine  01747 851007    NickWaine@outlook.com 
 Ann Surtees  01747 229397 mootcottage@aol.com 
Team Administrator: Barbara Priest, 01747 853060   office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk  
St Mary’s Church, Motcombe  Website: www.shaftesburycofe.org.uk 



Collect  
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger 
to prepare your way before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your 
mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the 
hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming 
to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you 
are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  

First Reading – Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-end 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners;  
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give 
them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up 
the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair 
the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.  
For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give 
them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring 
among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people 
whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being 
shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he 
has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself 
with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth 
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the 
nations.  

Second Reading – 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not 
despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 
abstain from every form of evil.  
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and 
soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.  

 

 

Gospel – John 1.6-8, 19-28 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light.  
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but 
confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’* And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you 
Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ Then they 
said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What 
do you say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, as the prophet Isaiah said.  
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John 
answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 
know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.  

Post Communion Prayer 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of 
your Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his 
face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 

Please pray for: 

 those who live in Motcombe Grange, Summer Oaks and Prideaux Drive 

 Motcombe School, staff, children, parents and governors 

 healing and wholeness in body, mind and spirit for those who are suffering ill 
health, those who are alone, anxious or fearful 

 all who are struggling due to job loss, closure of businesses, reduced working 
hours, uncertainty of work and financial pressures 

 all who mourn the loss of loved ones, especially in these difficult times and 
perhaps facing the first Christmas without their loved one, that God will be 
with them in times of darkness and strengthen them with his love. 

Let us give thanks for 

 all who work to keep our services going – rubbish collectors, street sweepers, 
local government, delivery drivers, supermarket and other retail staff 

 our amazing and caring community who give so much time, effort and talent to 
raising all our spirits and helping those in need. 

To whom shall I turn? If at any time you feel the need to talk or pray with 
someone please telephone or email Revd Pam, Gill Waine or Ann Surtees, the Lay 
Pastoral Assistants (LPAs), Gill or Liz, the church wardens. All contacts are 
overleaf. 
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