
Notices 
 
Public Worship over the Christmas season: 
Sunday 20th      6.30pm    Melbury Abbas        Recorded Carols by Candlelight   
Thursday 24th 11.15pm    St Peter’s       Midnight Mass   
Thursday 24th  11.30pm    Motcombe    Midnight Mass  
Thursday 24th  11.30pm    St James        Midnight Mass  
Christmas Day   9.30am     St Peter’s      Christmas Communion 
Christmas Day    9.30am     St James        Christmas Communion 
Christmas Day   9.30am     Motcombe    Christmas Communion  
Christmas Day 11.15am     Compton Abbas Christmas Communion   
Christmas Day 11.15am     Melbury Abbas Christmas Morning Worship 
Christmas Day 11.15am     Enmore Green Christmas Morning Worship 
Christmas Day 11.15am     West Orchard Christmas Communion  
 
Please remember that we do still need to observe social distancing so places 
in church are limited.  
   
Christingle Thanks. The Shaftesbury Children's Society thanks all donors 
who came to the two Christingle services and/or contributed to the total of 
£188.50. This will help much needed services for children and young people. 
It was terrific to hear how much, despite the chill of Covid-security, people 
enjoyed the inspiring and interactive service led by Revd Helen Dawes.  
John Massink, Chairperson. 
 
Team Prayers Our prayer leaflet for January is available at the following link: 
https://shaftesburycofe.org.uk/team-prayers-for-january/ 
 
Team Service We bid farewell to Revd Helen on Sunday 27th December at 
10.00am. The service will be in St Peter’s Church and there will be an 
overflow room in the Town Hall where the service will be live streamed. 
 
The Team Office will be closed from 12 noon on Christmas Eve, reopening 
on Tuesday 5th January at 9am. Barbara wishes everyone in the Shaftesbury 
Team Ministry a very peaceful and blessed Christmas and hope for a better 
New Year. Keep safe. 
 
 
 
 

                   Team Pew Sheet 
           Sunday 20th December 
            4th Sunday of Advent                    

 
 

Readings 
2 Samuel 7.1-11,16        Romans 16.25-27           Luke 1.26-38 

        Psalm 89.1-4,19-26* 
 

 
Collect: 
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of 
your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may 
be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever 
 

Post Communion:  
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the 
promised saviour: fill us your servants with your grace, that in all things we 
may embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
For the sick: for those in our Team parishes; for all residents in our local care 
and nursing homes and for the staff there who care for them, and for the staff 
and patients of the Westminster Hospital. 
For those who have died. Paul Buttress, Harry Netherway and Sandra Trim 
For our community.  
For the world:  For all places where there is conflict and in particular for 
Syria, Turkey, Iraq, and the Middle East for peace and concern for all people. 
 
For our link diocese of Lui in the Episcopal Church of South Sudan. For their 
Bishop, Stephen and all who are part of God’s church in that place. 

 
 
 

https://shaftesburycofe.org.uk/team-prayers-for-january/


First Reading – 2 Samuel 7.1-11,16         

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest 
from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See 
now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ Nathan 
said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’ 

 
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my 
servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live 
in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel 
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I 
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded 
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?’ Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the 
Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, 
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a 
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a 
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their 
own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 
more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people 
Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord 
declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your 
kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be 
established forever. 
 
 

Second Reading – Romans 16.25-27            
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 
the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and 
through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, 
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the 
obedience of faith— to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be the glory for ever! Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Gospel – Luke 1.26-38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ 
But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to 
the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, 
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 
be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was 
said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary 
said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Team Office is open Monday – Friday 9.00am - 12.00 noon 
Tel: 853060 Email: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk 

Items for the Team Pew Sheet should be emailed to the Team Office 
by 12 noon on Thursday 

 


