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Leader Article

Why are we Christians?
The Alpha course is giving us lots of great opportunities to discuss 

the really big questions of life and to talk with all sorts of people 
from different backgrounds about our faith.

At the same time we are being assailed through the media with 

images and stories of evil – the conviction of the murderer of April 

Jones, the killing of the drummer at Woolwich Barracks apparently 
for religious motives, media celebrities on charges of sexual offenc-

es, etc.

Which leads me to the really big question. Why am I a Christian?

By the way, that is not the same question as “Why do I go to church?”

It challenges me to think why should I believe, praise, and trust in 

someone from another culture and place who has been dead for 2000 

years. Why should I commit myself, my life, all I am and all I have, 

to him? Why should I live my life in a way which is different to the 

values of the world and people about me?

I do, because…
1. I am a better person for being a Christian. Following Jesus is a

    life changing experience. Since knowing Jesus intimately I am far 

    less likely to be selfish and judgemental, much more confident in
    myself, more sensitive to the needs of others and more generous.

   The world would be a better place if we all followed Jesus’ peaceful 

    and loving example and his teaching on money, sex, power, 

    relationships etc.                                                                   PTO
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2. I am forgiven, therefore I am much more willing to forgive – and more 

ready to apologise! When we discover just how much Jesus did for us – 

all of us on the cross - we respond with awe and love for Him and for 

others. And this leads to praise and to peace.

3. Jesus Christ has the very best answer to the problems of “the human 

condition” – by that I mean our inclination to do wrong, even though we 

try to do what is right! We are not condemned outright. We do not have 

to weigh up the good we do against the bad, and see if the scales of 

justice are tipped in our favour. Our wrongdoing is not written in book 

and held against us. We do not need to earn God’s love or a place in 

heaven by living many lives and continually striving to live this one 

better than the last. All we need comes from God’s grace – His uncon-

ditional forgiveness – through our faith in Jesus. Wow!

4. Jesus gives us the best image of God. Many non-Christians - and some 

Christians – are fearful and mistrusting of a god who is judgemental, 

waiting to catch us out, quick to punish, the inventor of sin, the creator 

of evil who is callous enough to allow suffering. That’s not the God we 

know in Jesus – the Father, who created a world with enough random-

ness to allow for evolution and the beauties of a changing world; who 

gave us freewill so that we could choose to love him – or not! The Father 

who allows us to make good and bad decisions, but who is with us when 

we cock-up to bring us back, and who is with us to heal us in our suffering.

5. In Christ I am set free – free from all that stops me living life to the 

full, free to be the best person I can be, (the one God wants me to be) 

and free for love of God and neighbour.

6. In Jesus, God often brings good out of evil – (think of all the great 

human characteristics that come with suffering) - and we know the gift 

of eternal life – that is life with God now and for ever – in this life and 

the next.

7. If all followed Jesus there would be no evil – it would be “on earth as 

it is in heaven”.

That’s why I am a Christian. What about you?  God be with you.    
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TEAM  NEWS

HAVE A GOOD BREAK!! Remember that this Key Ring edition covers 

July and August. So to Beryl and the production team, thanks for all 
you do throughout the year and have a good summer break!

And to you all – enjoy a great summer!

Don’t forget that you can keep up with what is going on in the team 

through the new team website (www.stmin.org.uk ) and our twitter 

feeds… @clive_rev, @EvePegler, @RevDrSi, Clive, Eve, Simon and Jan

THANK YOU. This is the last Key Ring that will be printed by Mike 

Crossley. Mike has been taking a Saturday morning out each month 

to go into the team office and spend a few hours while the Risograph 

machine beats out its almost unstoppable and pounding rhythm as it 
produces, from the master, several hundred copies which then have 

to be put together and stapled by our collating team!  Thank you, 

Mike, for your dedicated service over so many years and for the 

commitment you have shown to Key Ring and its outreaching work for 

the team. We really appreciate all that you have done.
Jeremy and Gay Spoor will be taking over the proof reading of Key 

Ring (formerly done by Mike and Jan)  and we are training up a team 

of volunteers to carry on the work of printing.

THE VISIT OF THE BISHOP OF LUI. The Rt Revd Stephen 
Dokolo visited the Deanery in June and met our Sudan Reps from 

across the team at a lunch at the Rectory. We heard of the need for 

more bikes and motor bikes for clergy, needles and pins and 

dressmaking things for the women’s groups, carpenters and 

woodworkers to teach these vital skills. Education is still a priority, 
and our Deanery link hopes to support Bishop Stephen in this. They 

need to train more teachers and fund teachers in the schools. But 

the church there is growing – new congregations and larger 

congregations all the time.                                                     PTO 
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The Gospel is a uniting and stablising factor as the ne state of South  

Sudan builds its identity.
Bishop Stephen particularly mentioned these items which we might 

be able to collect in our churches to be sent out with our deanery 

team.  For the Playgroup – lego, duplo, milk bottle tops, children’s 

scissors.  For the ladies sewing groups – needles, pins, sewing pat-

terns (particularly men’s) threads, tape measures, trimmings
For the Mothers Union – MU badges

SUMMER CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES 
St James’  Church Wed 31st July 9.30-12noon. Our theme is “All 
Aboard”. We will be sailing with Jesus across the bright blue Sea of 
Galiliee! All helpers are most warmly appreciated. All hands to the 

pumps!

What does it mean to live as a Christian in the 21st century?  
How can we learn and grow in our Christian lives and be more open 
to God? 

Interested in questions like that?  Then why not think about coming 

on this year’s team retreat? 

Young or not-so-young, experienced or completely new to the life of 

faith... it doesn’t matter... this is for you!
A LIFE-GIVING WAY: Shaftesbury Team Retreat
27th-29th September 2013 

The retreat will be led by Darrell Weyman, a retired Anglican priest 

living in Shaftesbury. Apart from leading the conferences and prac-

tical sessions, Darrell will also be available for one-to-one conversa-
tions on Saturday afternoon.

The total cost of the weekend, including food and accommodation, is 

£127.

If you would like an application form or further information, please 

contact Gillian Cross on 01747 811263 or by email: 
gillian@gilliancross.co.uk  
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L.P.A.’s
Tuesday May21st, on a bright but chilly morning, eighteen of us 

eagerly arrived at Sedgehill Manor for our annual ‘quiet day’.  We 
were warmly greeted by Pepi, the hostess of the house, coupled with 

a most generous offer of hot drinks and biscuits.  We then proceed-

ed to one of the grand reception rooms, so to commence the opening 

service of “Prayer During the Day”.

We were mightily blessed to have Eve Pegler, who as ‘Cleric Of The 
Day’ led us through each respective session so diligently.  Having 

been wholeheartedly encouraged by the session entitled who Am I?”, 

we happily adjourned for lunch.  The lunch break incorporated an 

idyllic walk around the grounds, taking sight of the magnificent 

bluebells ensconced within the woodland.  At 2.30pm we returned 
for a concluding period of reflection and to take communion together.

It is entirely evident that Eve’s dedicated thought, preparation, 

care and prayer had given rise to an exceedingly inspirational time 

for all.  Receiving our ‘Personalised Scriptual Verses’ rounding the 

occasion off most perfectly, leaving us all with uplifted spirits and a 
spring to our steps.

Our love and prayers are extended to the ‘Shaftesbury Team 

Ministry’ for the July and August vacations.

Delia Johnson

Shaftesbury Children’s Society raised £2185.03 in its annual house 
to house and street collections and £1339.64 from boxes held in 

supporter’s homes.  A huge thank you to all collectors and to the 

generous people of Shaftesbury for helping to further the Society’s 

work with disadvantaged children.           Elaine Barratt

Churches Together
The new secretary is Nikki Hall from St. Peter’s and David Preston 
is to be the new President for the year.
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 St. Peter’s, Shaftesbury 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN ST PETER’S
I have suffered with pain in my knees for about 3 weeks. Deane had
prayed for me but to no effect.  On Saturday May 11th I set off for 

the High Street and found myself nearly at St. Peter’s.   

I realised with surprise that I had walked without pain! I opened 

the church door – inside it was quiet - I walked to the prayer corner 

and sat down. The sun was shining. I thanked Jesus for the healing 
in my knees. Andrew from the Father’s House joined me ready for 

Healing on the Streets. I said that we aren’t supposed to go out with 

just two of us. He said we should pray and find out what to do. We 

sat quietly, said Amen, and then it happened. I felt that loads of air 

was filling my chest and the floor seemed a long way down.  The air 
filled my arms and my head. I looked at Andrew and he had a huge 

smile on his face, then strong sunlight filled the church. We were 

joyful, happy and excited. We were laughing. I said “Oh” It’s 

wonderful and exciting!” and I think Andrew said, “Wow!” I whis-

pered, “It’s the Holy Spirit.” We looked at each other. “We’ve got 
to go out.” We were very busy out there, but kept looking at each 

other because of the amazing glimpse of the Holy Spirit we had 

shared.    Audrey James

HEALING MINISTRY
Our Healing Ministry Team has been working with a group from St 

Mary’s Sturminster Newton to set up a similar team there. I have 

been to visit them twice to talk through how to set up a team, train 

members and prepare the church community for this new initiative. 

Their members have prayed alongside our team at our recent 
Celebration of Healing Service. We pray for their growth as a team, 

that the Holy Spirit will lead and guide them and remove any 

obstacles which would prevent the healing power of the Holy Spirit 

from working among them.

                                                                                        PTO  
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 3. The congregation sends its own messages – did anyone at-

tempt to learn your name, was the only handshake you re-

ceived at the Peace, were you invited for coffee after the 

service and did anyone talk to you etc.

4. “Insider “ language in the service. Were occasional explana-

tions given to terms which might seem strange?

5. Were any attempts made to gain information about newcom-

ers e.g. a form giving contact details ?

6. Does anyone follow up on first timers by a visit or a phone call.

7. Intangibles send loud and clear messages e.g one church 

offered a lunch invitation following the next week’s service,  

others give a friendly “ have you found everything you need?” 

8. What happens following the service – has everyone left within 

5 minutes – in a healthy church congregations love each other, 

welcome newcomers and are reluctant to leave following the 

service.

Our newcomer was thrilled with her first service and said she didn’t 

want to leave as it was fun and exciting and the following week she 
brought a friend!    Jean Thomas

LIGHTHOUSE
Many thanks to those who offered help during June!  We look for-

ward to you joining us. We hope you enjoy the experience!
SPLATT!!! Our summer outdoor worship and barbeque will be on 
Sunday 28th July at 4pm at the Lindlar Hall. 

FROM THE REGISTERS
We blessed the marriage of Philip and Maxine Martin  22nd June 2013

We baptised    Mia Irex Gaertig  born 25/01/13  baptised 23/06/13

Please pray for them all that they may know God’s blessing.
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St. Mary’s, Compton Abbas

 
Services in July

Sunday    7th July  8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)

Saturday 13th July 10.00 am – 5.00 pm Prayer Day

Sunday   14th July  6.30 pm     Church and Village Service
Sunday    21st July         11.00 am    Holy Communion (CW1)

Prayer Day – Saturday 13th July
On Saturday 13th July we are having a day of prayer.  There will be 

a prayer trail round the church, with opportunities to pray privately 

in various different ways; information about various place and topics 

will be available; and there will be materials for those who like to 
pray by writing or drawing or lighting candles.  We hope there will be 

people praying all the time from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm.

You are all invited to join us, wherever you live.  And if you can’t 

come, please send us your prayer requests.  You can pin them up on 

the prayer board in St Mary’s or send them to Gillian Cross (01747 
811263  gillian@gilliancross.co.uk)

Church and Village Service – Sunday 14th July at 6.30 pm
The following day we shall be holding our annual Church and Village 

Service, when we thank God for the place where we live and cele-

brate what’s special about it.  After the service, there will be 
refreshments in the Church Hall. 

Exploring 
In July, if everything goes according to plan, the Exploring group will 

discuss St Matthew’s Gospel – and so come to the end of reading the 

New Testament backwards.  That means we shall have read the whole 
Bible since we began just after Easter 2010.

What’s next?  We don’t know yet.  Watch this space - or if you have 

any suggestions and you’d like to join us, contact Caroline Owen 

(812166) or Gillian Cross (811263) who will be happy to talk about why 

we’ve kept going and what’s good about sharing Bible reading with 
other people.
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St. John’s,  Enmore Green

Friday 5th July     
No Community Lunch in the Church  because of holidays. 

Sunday 14th July  3.00pm
Stories at Tea Time.  Games, singing and a lovely tea.  All welcome

The What About Group……? is taking a break for a few months. 

Thursday 18th July –  Afternoon Tea  in the Church Hall 
(top of Church Hill) 3.00pm.   All Welcome 

Friday 2nd August     12 noon to 1.30pm
Community Lunch in the Church. All Welcome

No need to book, just come along.  A donation towards costs is 

appreciated.

Friday 9th August  – Music for a Summer Evening
7.00pm in the Church Hall.

These you have loved!
Do you have a favourite song or piece of music – any era, any type – 

that you would like to share and David Botterill will produce it on his 

recording equipment.  Just send in your choice with the reason you 
love it to Jo Churchill on jo.Churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk or to 6 

Long Cross, Enmore Green, Shaftesbury SP7 8QP.    (Archive music 

a speciality!) To be received by Friday 26th July.
Ploughman’s Plate supper 
Shared tables or booked tables for 4 ; £5.00  per person.  Drinks 

available. 

Ring Jo Churchill on 01747 850432 to reserve your place/s. 
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

The féte this year will be held on 10th August at 2.30pm at Higher 
Keybrook Farm, East Orchard, home of Michael and Angela Bone.

Events arranged for the week preceding the fete, which also will be 
held at Higher Keybrook Farm are as follows:

Bingo on Monday 5th August at 7.00pm.  

A 2 course meal at a cost of £8.00 per head on Wednesday 7th 
August at 7.00pm.  It would be really helpful if you could let Angela 

(01747 812278) or Annie (01747 811333) know if you intend coming 

to the meal.

Skittles and a barbeque will be held on Friday 9th and Saturday 10th 

August from 7.00pm.

Please look out for a list of stallholders and confirmation of all the 

attractions on fete day which will be posted on local notice boards
Donations for the various stalls, raffles and bingo would be very 

much appreciated as would offers of help with the catering for the 

meal.  Once again, please contact Angela or Annie

Plant Sale Many thanks to Michael and Angela Bone for hosting The 
Orchards plant sale on 12th May which raised £517 for church 

funds.  Also a very big thank you to all who donated items or helped 

in anyway other way, to make the occasion such a success.

MESSY EXPRESS SATURDAY 13th JULY 10.30AM 
AT WILLIS HOUSE WEST ORCHARD
Come along to experience a gathering together of all ages to cele-

brate and rejoice in God, doing crafts, enjoying refreshment fol-

lowed by a short session of prayer and song.

A reminder The Dorset Historic Churches Ride and Stride on Satur-

day 14th September.  Contact Rita or Annie.



St. Thomas,  Melbury Abbas

Church Internal Project
At the last meeting the P.C.C. voted unanimously to go ahead with the 
project of small kitchen and loo in the south aisle.   John Porter was 

asked to continue liasing with the church architect, Chris Romain, 

who has installed these in many rural churches.   We have three very 

reasonable bids for the project by established firms, and will be 

going ahead with the cheapest of the three.  
Fundraising by Robert Crichton and Rodney Atwood has provided 
sufficient monies that the P.C.C. and, most importantly, the treasur-

er Alan Kirkham feel confident the project is financially viable.  In 

proceeding with this project, we will be dependent on  use of 

limited parish reserves and therefore fundraising will be continuing.
John Porter and Rodney Atwood (Churchwardens)

Church Notice Board
Jan & Mike Crossley provided a magnetic backing to our parish notice 

board just outside the churchyard wall, and Mark Archer repaired 
the wooden framework which was damaged by winds.

Pet Service
We were blessed with sunny weather at our Annual Pet’s Service 

which took place in the churchyard.  There was a variety of animals 
present and after the usual initial doggy introductions everyone 

settled down nicely.  Instead of a sermon, we had an interesting talk 

on the upkeep of Alpacas.  

Before the service started, and whilst the bells were being rung, one 

terrier was taken up the bell tower to watch the ringers - she was 
mesmerised!

Sat 6th July from 10am -12noon and from 2pm -4pm    
Gift Day      Table Top Stall and Tea, Coffee, Cakes and biscuits.
                                                       PTO                      
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             St Thomas’s Church Preservation Society
We are having our usual stall at the Gillingham and Shaftesbury 

Show on Wednesday 21st August, and would be glad of any contribu-

tions of cakes, preserves, biscuits, sandwiches and other lunchtime 

snacks.  Instead of these, all donations of cash towards the cost of 

hiring the stall, are most welcome.  Your contributions can be deliv-
ered to GREENLANDS HOUSE, FOOTS HILL, on 20th AUGUST by 

4.30pm.  If you have a problem with delivery, please contact either, 

Jess Crichton 853942, Juliet Bichard, 851836, or Sue Breach 

853152 and we can arrange collection. 

Date for your diaries
Sunday, 18th August 
The parish outing to see the new stained glass at Sherborne Abbey 

has been arranged by Rodney Atwood.  A tour with guide will be 
followed by tea and Evensong.

A charity organised a clothing appeal and people were asked to look out their 

unwanted garments and leave them on the doorstep to be collected.

Mrs Smith found quite a lot of clothing her family had outgrown, placed it in 

a bag and left it where it could easily be seen.

Unfortunately the laundryman got there first and the next week the clothes 

were back again, all neatly washed and ironed - along with a bill for £6.50!

anon

O season of Fetes and Fiestas,

Of Galas and Jubilees,

When parsons forego their siestas

To put on these super sprees;

Three cheers for the revels and rackets,

Darts, skittles and scouts,

For parsons can sometimes make packets

On Raffles and Roundabouts.

R.G. Chaffey Moore

July 1955

All the water in the world

However hard it tries

Can never sink the smallest ship

Unless it gets inside.

And all the evil in the world

The blackest kind of sin

Can never hurt you in the least

Unless you let it in.

Anon
From a “Barrel of Fun “

J.John and Mark Stibbe
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 St. Mary’s,   Motcombe

 

Joseph and his Technicolour Dreamcoat! 
Interest Evening, Auditions and Change of Date

The dates of the production have changed and this musical delight 
will take place in St Mary’s, Motcombe on Friday 1st November and 

Saturday 2nd November 2013.  (Date change from October). This 

musical will be fun, fast and tuneful and needs actors, singers, 

musicians, behind the scenes, front of house helpers.  If you would 

like to be involved, come to the interest evening in the church on 
Tuesday July 9th, starting at 7.30. Everyone is welcome.  Auditions 

take place on Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th July at Motcombe 

Church at 7pm.

CAMEO (Come and Meet Each Other)
A trip to Poole on Monday 15th July 2013 

Do come along and explore the bustling Quay, & stunning harbour 

taking in a snack lunch.  It is intended to car share. If transport is 

needed or you are prepared to take someone else please telephone: 

Iris Phillipson 858242, Gill Waine 851007, or Ann Copling 853995 By 
Friday 12th July 2013. 

Meeting outside St.Mary's Church at 10.00 am

Messy Church 
Sunday 21st July, 3pm-5pm in Motcombe Primary  School Hall.  
Messy Church is an informal way of being and doing church and you 

are very welcome whatever your age from the youngest to the eldest 

and all in between.  There will be crafts, songs, stories  and we finish 

with a hot meal together.  

If you’re coming please e-mail Sarah Berry sarah@hakey.org.uk or 
evepegler@gmail.com so we have enough for all.

                                                                                                     PTO
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Farewell to Revd Ros Hollingsworth, our Methodist Minister in 

Motcombe as she moves to her new church during August.  We will 

all miss her and send her off with our love and prayers for God’s 

blessings.  Her last service in Motcombe is on 28th July at 10.30am, 

and her farewell service is in Gillingham on 21st July at 6pm.

Children’s Activities  Wednesday 31st July. 

There will be children’s activities at St James’ church in the morning. 

Elizabeth Preston would love to hear from you if you are able to help 

out on the morning or before to help with the preparation, or to book 
in your child for the morning. (01747 850654)

Local Pilgrimage Walk 
Joining together with Gillingham and Milton on Stour, the Stour Vale 

Parishes, and The Shaftesbury Team we are arranging a Pilgrimage 
walk from Shaftesbury to Gillingham (or part of the route) on 

Thursday 1st August.  All are welcome and if you’d like to join in, look 

out for the posters nearer the time.

Patronal Festival Celebration Tea 
and Songs of Praise  Sunday 18th August.  

Tea begins at 4pm, followed by a service full of your favourite songs 

at 5pm.  If you’d like a favourite hymn included please let Eve Pegler 

know by e-mailing evepegler@gmail.com or phoning 01747 851442 or 

popping a note into the Vicarage.

Shaftesbury Team Retreat at Abbey House, Glastonbury.

Friday 27th to Sunday 29th  September.  

For a quiet weekend with the Lord in a wonderful setting led by Revd. 

Darrel Weyman.

See the posters and flyers in church and please contact Gillian Cross on 

811263.
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Could you help mow, strim, empty the bins, weed the borders?  A 

little extra help to manage the churchyard during the summer 
months would be greatly appreciated. 

If you could help out once a month, once a week, or once a quarter, 

please let us know.  We seek to manage the churchyard for both 

those who visit the graves of their loved ones, those who take time 

out in its peaceful surroundings, and for the wildlife and whole of 
God’s creation.   

If you can help please speak to Eve Pegler (01747 851442)

Do You Like Walking or Cycling?
If you like walking or cycling and love the beautiful Dorset country-
side, why not enjoy a family walk or cycle to some of the lovely 

churches in Dorset? 

On Saturday 14th September, most of the churches in Dorset are 

open and would welcome a visit as part of the Dorset Historic 

Churches Trust sponsored “Ride and Stride”.  By combining an 
enjoyable family or individual walk/ride with collecting a small 

amount of sponsorship, you could help raise the much needed money 

for St Mary’s Motcombe church improvements.  

All the money raised goes to the Trust who then return half to each 

church for their own use; the Trust then allocates the remainder to 
larger projects and we have benefited in Motcombe from these large 

grants. 

Last year Motcombe came 9th out of 200 odd churches taking part 

raising over £1000, can we beat that this year? Why not consider a 

walk or cycle to one or all of the four churches being cared for by 
Motcombe’s Team Vicar Eve Pegler?  

The churches of Margaret Marsh, East Orchard and West Orchard 

are all fairly close to each other (you can start at any church) and 

the more energetic could add the round trip to Motcombe. 

Discuss routes, details and sign up with Simon Hutchinson on 01747 
854290.

                                                                                               PTO 
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Dates for your Diary
8th September Messy Church - Primary School Hall
5th October - Quiz Night and Supper

7th December ‘The Legend of Livingstone’ by John Blashford-Snell

Services July and August 2013   

 7th July 9.30am Holy Communion   BCP

  14th July 9.30am Parish Communion 
   21st July 8.00am  Holy Communion BCP

    9.30pm All Age Family Worship

  3 - 5pm Messy Church - Primary School Hall

28th July 9.30am Parish Communion

4th August 9.30am Holy Communion   BCP
11th August 9.30am Parish Communion     18th August

 8.00am Holy Communion BCP

  5.00pm Songs of Praise (Beginning with Tea and Cake at 

4pm

25th August 9.30am Parish Communion
St Mary’s Children’s Church meet, beginning in church and continuing 

in the school on On 7th, 14th, 28th July and 4th, 11th, 25th August. 
On all other Sundays the Children remain to join in and we worship 

for the whole time together.

Friday’s at 10am  A quiet service of Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
Church.

Motcombe Grange Holy Communion Wednesday 17th July and 21st 

August at 11.00am.  A service in the lounge.  All residents are invited. 

Call Revd. Jan Crossley (01747 852545) for more information

Be thou a bright flame before me,

Be thou a guiding star before me,

Be thou a smooth path below me,

Be thou a kindly shepherd behind me,

Today ---- tonight ---- and forever.
 St. Columba

 Stinging nettles,

Thorny hedge,

Holly with its

Prickly edge;
Honeysuckle,

Brambly rose

This is how

My garden grows
 Elizabeth Gosney.
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St. James, Shaftesbury
    

  

Sunday 21st July  4.00pm  
The Future for St. James Church 
Over the past months, the PCC have been discussing how the church 

can be upgraded to meet new challenges whilst retaining the peace 

and spirituality of the building.  During the St. James Festival there 

was a special display of architects drawings and a 3D video walk 

through demonstrating how the changes might look.  Everyone is 
invited to come to this Open Discussion on the 21st July to raise any 

queries and to make suggestions.  It is vitally important that all 

those who love St. James Church join together in the plans for its 

future. 

Tuesday 13th August  6.30pm to 8.30pm
PIMMS PARTY IN ST. JAMES
A follow on from the very successful Cocktail Party last year.  Long 

memories will tell us that we enjoyed practically the only warm 
evening of the summer.  Let’s hope for a repeat but don’t worry 

about the weather – our marquees will be in position.

There will be recorded Jazz and Swing music to get you in the mood.   

Tickets available from St. James Church or Jo Churchill, 6 Long 

Cross, Enmore Green, Shaftesbury, SP7 8QP.  Cost just £7.00 to 
include your first drink and nibbles.  Non-alcoholic drinks available.

Cheques made out to The Friends of St. James. 

Congratulations to Rev. Simon and Jenny on the birth of their son, 
Arthur, born on 30th May, weighing 11.0lbs, a brother for Grace.

The total for our door- to- door Christian Aid Week collection is 
£704.55, and with many gift aided envelopes the total is nearer 

£800.   Many thanks to all our collectors and all who contributed to 

these life--changing funds.                                                PTO
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St. James’ Festival:   The Festival of the Arts and Trades of St. James village was 

held for three days 14th - 16th June.  The opening talk was given by John Baldock 

on Christian Symbolism in Art which was very interesting, followed by a glass of 

wine and chat.  The flower festival within the church had beautiful floral displays 

done by the ladies of the flower roster, all enhancing local Arts and Crafts.  These 

included tanning, (Tanyard Lane), laundry (all the Abbey laundry was done in St. 

James), brewing (there were three pubs in St. James street), Button making, Glove 

making, Walking Sticks made by the late Trevor Harris together with the hand made 

smock he wore, Thatching and Agriculture.

This display was arranged on straw bales with a milk churn and many old tools of 

a bye gone era.  The whole church including the porch was a delight to see with so 

many lovely floral arrangements, even the words St. James was in flowers.

The Essence of St. James was displayed by the U3A digital camera group together 

with a video 3D display of the potential re-ordering scheme for the church and 

architectural drawings.  There was an information poster of the history of St. James 

himself.  There was a display of spinning and weaving with explanation of all the 

many stages necessary from the raw sheep fleece to the finished ball of wool.  There 

was a display of the processes necessary in the making of a new tapestry kneeler for 

the chancel.  There was a Dorset button making workshop and later the Abbey 

schoolchildren gave a concert, which was enjoyed by everyone who was present.  

Joe Rutter, gave a very informative and interesting talk on the history of St. James.  

Paul Cooper compiled a set of photographs of St. James church activities throughout 

the years for a display which was most impressive and brought back memories for 

many of the people attending the festival. 

On Saturday morning of the Festival there was a peal of bells from our bell ringers 

and it was a pleasure to welcome Bishop Stephen of Lui, of our Sudan link to St. 

James.  The Bell Street jazz band concert held in the Abbey school was greatly 

enjoyed and was followed by a delicious supper provided by the ladies of St. James’ 

church and helpers who also provided and served all the excellent refreshments 

throughout the festival.  Many people enjoyed a cream tea after visiting the church 

displays.  Sunday evening event was a gala concert with a lot of variety and all 

local talent, including an impersonation of Joyce Grenfell and a small choir which 

led the audience in community singing. The festival concluded with singing of 

Jerusalem, a glorious finale to the fellowship, good will and joyful thankfulness for 

the festival.

Saturday 14th September - “Dorset Historic Ride & Stride”. As so many of us 

are really not up to cycling or riding horses across the countryside, how about we 

have a ‘jolly’ and go off and explore some other churches in Dorset, have a nice 

picnic lunch out and make a contribution to the Historic Churches Trust to whom 

we will be asking for help during the re-ordering.  We could hire a minibus or 

double up in cars.  If this appeals to you have a word with Philippa  tel: 8122365 

and we’ll make some plans.
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DOGS WITHOUT COLLARS FINAL GIG. Friday 19th July 7.30pm 
at The Shaston Social Club, Bleke Street.
I am rather sad that my time of playing drums with Dogs Without 

Collars is coming to an end. It all started 7 years ago at the Clergy 

Conference in Swanwick. I was waiting to pick up my room key and this 

big chap came into the reception muttering, “I brought this drum kit all 

the way from Poole and there’s no one to play it!” I went over to him 

quietly. “I haven’t played for a few years, but I’ll play for you.” The big 
chap is now our bass guitarist, Laurie Clow. We led worship and a jazz 

jam session during the conference. Laurie rang me later to ask if I would 

“jam” along with some other clergy guys who just happened to play 

keyboard, mean lead guitar and sing. How could I refuse? We met up in 

Blandford Parish Church and played the Beatles “Get Back.” We realised 

that we could play well together. A member of that church came up with 

the name, and that was it! 

Tim Storey (Blandford) sings and plays mean solos on his Fender Stra-

tocaster. 

Graham Perryman (Maiden Newton) is the real musician  - he’s on 
keyboard and keeps the singers in tune!

Laurie (Hampreston)is still on bass but now sings some powerful ballads.

Geoff Boland (Canford), our lead singer, left last year to focus on his 

Christian radio programme – but he’ll be back for our final gig.

And I keep them in time from behind the drum kit and we all have our 

own favourite songs that we sing!

Musically we’ve come a long way since then! Our sound engineer, Dave (a 

Christian but not a vicar!)  joined us about 4 years ago for an outdoor 

gig at Hindon – he realised he had the skill and the equipment to make 

us sound good – or at least reasonable! We’re still loud! Our great talent 
is to get folk of all ages up and dancing – over 400 last month in the park 

at Charmouth! 

Since then we have played around a dozen times a year, helping to 

raise around £40k for churches and charities. Every gig this year has 

been a sell out. We really want our final gig to rock Shaftesbury! So 

spread the news, buy your tickets and help us raise money for Bishop 

Stephen and the Lui Diocese while you rock!   Clive
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THE  DORSET  HISTORIC  CHURCHES  TRUST
(Registered Charity 4o  282790)

A44UAL  SPO4SORED

CYCLE  RIDE

14th  September 2013

Cycle or walk to Dorset’s

beautiful churches

and raise money

at the same time.

Contact your Parish Organiser to join the event.



DUO HYMN CHANT  MINUET  CADENZA  MINSTREL  COMPOSITION

FAH MUTE ANTHEM RHYTHM CONCERT SYMPHONY GRAMAPHONE

FAN PIPE CHORAL STANZA MAESTRO ARABESQUE HARPSICHORD

KIT ALBUM ENCORE ANDANTE MAZURKA BAGATELLE

TIE BATON FINALE ARIETTA QUINTET DRUMSTICK

ARIA CELLO-

CHANT

MELODY BAZOOKA TOCCATA REHEARSAL
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WORD  SEARCH

©  BJP 2013

M A E S T R O L E R T S N I M

I A N T H E M E L A N I F U G

N L Z E U Q S E B A R A T R C

U B S U M H T Y H R D E A K H

E U Y S R N M Y H R N M C C A

T M M T A K D U O O A B A I N

A A P A I I A H I P P A D T T

T T H N R T C T H E I T E S E

A T O Z A I I O A M P O N M T

C E N A S S N A F K E N Z U N

C I Y P O E C E L L O L A R I

O R R P T R E C N O C O O D U

T A M L A S R A E H E R Z D Q

H O E R O C N E T N A D N A Y

C H O R A L E L L E T A G A B

School howler

Q.  What is the fibula?

A.   A small lie.

School Howler

Q. Explain one of the processes by 

which water can be safe to drink.
A.Flirtation makes water safe

 to drink because it removes large 

pollutants like grit,sand, 

dead sheep and canoeists
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The views  expressed  in 

this publication  are not

  necessarily those 

of the  editor.  

Letters to the Editor  and articles  are  
welcome, but should not exceed 200 

words. Name and address must be sup-

plied.   Only Promotions and advertise-

ments for events within the Shaftesbury 

Team will be accepted.

Copy for September 2013
must  reach the editor, Beryl Pike at: 

4 Melbury Way, Shaftesbury SP7 8SN

or email: keyring@stmin.org.uk
   NO LATER THAN  Thursday 14th August

The editor reserves the right to omit articles which are too long, and 

perhaps not suitable for Key Ring.   It is in the interest of the reader for 

the editor to improve material in some way if necessary. Articles will 

be edited at the editor’s discretion. 

C.A.M.E.O.
Breamore House

It was a cold overcast morning, but eight residents from the village met outside the Church 

for a day out  to Breamore house Countryside House and Museum.
Breamore is a largely unspoilt 17th century village.  It can be relived in the Breamore 

Countryside Museum which provides a fascinating insight into the days when a village was 

self - sufficient.  The magnificent Manor House was completed in 1583 and set above the 

village overlooking the Avon Valley on the edge of the New Forest.  It was purchased in 

the early 18th century by Sir Edward Hulse, Baronet, M.D., and Physician at the court of 

Queen Ann, George 1 and George 2.  It has a unique set of Mexican Ethnological Paintings, 

Family Portraits, Tapestries, and Paintings of the 17th and 18th century  Dutch School.  

Many other  fine examples of Period  Furniture and carpets  and interesting items of 

historical National and Family interest.

In the grounds there is a Miz maze (amaze in relief), a gift shop, a 16th century Bavarian 

Four Train Turret Clock, a Children’s Playground and a Tea shop.

The museum consisted of Historical Tools and Machinery etc.

There was also an Old School Room and Garage with authentic sound effects.  In the 

grounds of the house was a Saxon Church (St. Mary’s), probably founded by King Ethelred 

at the time of the Domesday Book survey, Breamore was still owned by the Crown .

It was such fun to get to know one another a little better and I would certainly recommend 

Breamore House as a worthwhile place to visit.   

Iris Phillipson
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THE ORCHARDS  AND  MARGARET MARSH  FÉTE 
SATURDAY 10th  AUGUST 2013

Higher Keybrook Farm, East Orchard opening at 2.30pm
    GRAND DRAW £100 plus numerous other quality prizes 

–
CAKES- TEAS – PLANTS – TOMBOLA – BOOKS/WHITE 
ELEPHANT/TOYS   – BRIC-A-BRAC - CHILDRENS TOMBOLA

LADDER GAME - CHILDRENS CORNER – COMPETIIONS  
 BINGO  MONDAY 5th AUGUST 7PM 

FETE DINNER WEDNESDAY 7th  AT 7pm
This year with no Golf event an evening dinner is being held.

A chance for the community and friends from further afield to 

gather together for an evening of socialising.

SKITTLES with BARBECUE 
from 7pm  FRIDAY 9th AUGUST and SATURDAY 10th AUGUST  

Bar and Hamper Raffle
For more information please contact 

Angela Bone (01747 812278) or Annie Barnes (01747 811333)

C.A.M.E.O   Day out  to Breamore  House

See 

Inside

 Cover 

for article.


