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Leader Article

   Hallelujah

Hallelujah (or Alleluia!) is my favourite word in the Bible. It literally means 

“Praise the Lord” or more accurately “Praise Yah(weh)!” 

It doesn’t matter which way we spell it so long as we keep it on our lips. 

There are so many things to praise the Lord for in our lives, in our church 

life, in our Christian journey, that I find “Alleluia” is often on my lips. We 

always end Morning Prayer in St Peter’s with “Alleluia!”. Every Sunday 

Parish communion ends in St Peter’s with an (almost spontaneous) “Alleluia!” 

after the words of sending out. When people tell me the great things that 

the Lord has done in their lives, it’s just the right thing to say “Alleluia. 

Praise the Lord!”

I’ve just got back from retreat – a silent retreat – totally on my own with 

the Lord, apart from Poppy the dog, the book of Revelation and 3 commen-

taries on it. Revelation is without doubt the book of the bible I had studied 

least and understood even less. There’s so much to tell you about what was 

“revealed” to me in that retreat – that’s for another time - for now I just 

want to focus on that one word. 

Already in this article I have used “Alleluia!” (there it is again) more times 

than it appears in the New Testament. “Alleluia” does not usually appear in 

the Old Testament – Bible translators (at least in all the bibles I have) 

always translate it as “Praise the Lord” when it appears, most often in the 

Psalms. “Alleluia!” (or “Hallelujah!”) only appears 4 times in the whole bible 

and each time with an exclamation mark!                                           PTO
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It only appears in one chapter of Revelation, and only within 6 verses 

of that chapter. (Handel’s “Halleljah Chorus” has 5 “Hallelujahs!” in 

the  first 4 bars! – somebody might tell me how many there in the 

whole piece?) 

But what a chapter it is! Chapter 19 comes just as  all the images of 

evil – Bablyon, the whore, the false prophet, the devil – are all thrown 

down and heralds in the appearance of Jesus, the Word of God, 

Faithful and True on his amazing white horse (which he has taken 

over from the infamous first rider of the apocalypse).

The white robed multitude of witnesses cry out “Hallelujah” because 

our God has conquered all evil. “Hallelujah!” The 24 elders and the 4 

living creatures (ie those heavenly beings closest to God and Jesus 

in heaven cry out “Amen. Hallelujah!”, then they all sing out together 

“Hallelujah! The Lord our God the Almighty reigns…”.

This is the stuff of heaven. “Hallelujah” is the great cry of heaven, 

the rejoicing that God in Jesus Christ has saved the world, overcome 

death and evil and that Jesus is now united with the Church in the 

loving and intimate symbolism of a marriage. What a place heaven is! 

There is the great throne from which comes a loud voice, plus the big 

bangs and flashes of fireworks, singing from multitudinous white 

robed choirs and our Lord who is faithful and true, awesome in 

splendour, infinitely powerful, yet intimate with us as a lover.

That is what we bring to mind when we say, “Alleluia!”. We bring 

heaven and all its glories to earth. We unite heaven and earth in one 

great word “ALLELUIA!”

Now I know in some church traditions that “You mustn’t say ‘Alleluia’ 

in Advent or Lent!” Call me a heretic if you will, but remember that 

the Bible tells us to be very careful about human made religious laws    
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that masquerade as divine commands. Why on earth (or in heaven!) 

should we not praise God at every possible moment? English church 

tradition – but only in some denominations – is that worship in those 

seasons should be simple, without elaborate choral settings, highly 

jewelled crosses, hence the dumbing down of “Alleluia!” and Gloria!” 

Meanwhile the  Christian church elsewhere is still caught in the 

heavenly worship of the Lord and would feel that not to cry out 

“Alleluia!” would be a bigger sin. (There are many ways of saying 

“Alleluia” each of which carries its own meaning). I am happy to cry 

out Alleluia 24/7/365. We’d better get used to it because we’re 

going to hear a lot of it in heaven. 

In the coming month the church recognises the great story of 

Revelation in its bible reading. It is the kingdom season, culminating 

in the Christ the King Sunday on 24th November. And what better 

time to be reminded of Jesus Christ’s sacrificial redeeming work in 

bringing in the kingdom, especially as this just happens to link with 

the time of remembering those who have died in the fight for the 

kingdom of peace and those whom we love who have gone to glory in 

heaven to join the white robed multitudes of witnesses crying out 

“Alleluia” around the throne of God? At evening prayer each day we 

will be reading Revelation, almost a chapter a day, starting at the 

beginning on Monday 4th November ending on Saturday 7th Decem-

ber. Weekday communions give us snippets of Revelation, during  the 

week of 18th November. If you choose, this would be a good time to 

read Revelation for yourself. I can let you have some notes to help 

if you like?

Or maybe you will find yourself so caught up in the worship of God 

that you will find that great word “Hallelujah” in your heart, in your 

mind and on your lips, for in crying out and praising the Lord in that 

one word you will unite heaven and earth.

Hallelujah!!!
Clive
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TEAM  NEWS

MINISTRY TEAM MEETING  Saturday 30th November 9.00am in 

St Peter’s. Clergy, LLMs, LPAs and LWLs meet to pray together and 

support each others’ ministries.

JO JOHNSON  - our new Licensed Lay Minister

It was great to be in the Cathedral for Jo’s licensing, to see her don 

her blue scarf as a symbol of her authority to preach and teach the 

word of God and to be “A lay theologian”! The timing could not have 

been better as we were able to welcome her in her new role to the 

whole team at the Team Service the following day, as we celebrated 

St Michael and all Angels, her favourite festival!

A few years ago “Lay Reader” or “Licensed Lay” Ministry seemed to 

be undergoing a crisis with few people being called and no-one really 

being sure what this ministry was about. This has changed! In our 

deanery we now have further LLMs in training!

For Jo this will mean a step up from her ministry as a Lay Worship 

Leader – she can now, with the help of a 3 year theology degree and 

formational training as a minister of the Word, interpret the bible, 

preach with authority, teach adult groups, and lead a variety of acts 

of worship. We welcome her in her new ministry to the team! 

Clive

LPA’s

As I write this the weather is still fine, the evenings are beginning 

to draw in and we are looking forward to a busy October.  By the time 

you read this we will have had our Lay Service in Motcombe, enjoyed 

our Course “Beginning at the End” in Salisbury and some of our 

Churches will have celebrated Harvest.  The LPA’s and Lay Clergy are 

having one of our Pastoral Meetings with Clive and the Clergy when 

we hope to ensure that everyone has their pastoral needs met.

God bless.   Ann D.
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TEAM NEWS continued

 Shaftesbury Team Retreat

We arrived at Abbey House Glastonbury to a warm welcome. ‘Enjoy 

yourselves’ was our guides Darrell Weyman,’s first suggestion to us.

The theme of the retreat was Benedictine Spirituality and everyday 

life; our task to experience practice of the originally monastic 

disciplines, as outlined and explained with clarity and enthusiasm by 

Darrell.  By giving ourselves to this practice communally over the 

weekend we could see the possibilities of applying the Benedictine 

Rule in our own daily lives, in order to relate more closely to God and 

to the whole created order.

The group diligently took part in the Opus Dei, the sharing of 

morning and evening prayer;  in Lectio Divina, slow reading of, and 

reflection on, a passage of scripture; and contemplative prayer, a 

time of silent letting go of thought in order to ‘be’ in God’s presence.  

There was teaching on contemporary application of the traditions of 

Obedience, Stability and Personal Transformation and time in abun-

dance for practice and reflection, as well as to enjoy the comforts 

and beauty and fellowship that embraced us.

The concluding sharing of responses followed by a joyful Eucharist 

epitomised the spirit of the retreat.  We left wrapped in blessing.   

Jenny Webb

Team Retreats in 2014 and 2015

Next year’s Team Retreat will be at Abbey House from Friday 26th 

- Sunday 28th September.  More details will be available early next 

year.  It was necessary to make this booking way back in January, to 

ensure we could go to Abbey House.  I am aware, though, that some 

people find a weekend in September less convenient than a weekend 

at the end of August.  If you have any views on this, please let me 

know as soon as possible as I’m expecting to make the booking for 

the 2015 retreat this coming January.

Gillian Cross (01747 811 263  gillian@gilliancross.co.uk)
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TEAM  NEWS continued

TEAM COUNCIL  MEETING

At our last meeting we agreed dates for a Team Celebration on the 

weekend of 11th May 2014. Bishop Graham is coming to lead a special 

team service on the Sunday. Over the weekend we plan to put on a 

number of events so that folk from around the team with like minds  

come together.

We are now contacting potential leaders and organisers who can help 

us make this vision become real. So far ideas for activities during 

the week include – bell ringing, flower arranging, 

needlecraft/knitting, joint choir and music group, a folk dance 

evening, a light music concert, a walk and/or bike ride, a children’s 

activity…Have you any other ideas? If so contact your vicar!

We also spent much time addressing issues of finance. It was agreed 

that our team administrator should receive a pay rise in the light of 

the excellent work she does for us all and voted that, again, for the 

wonderful support they give us, our retired clergy should be offered 

a gift for taking so many services throughout the year. We celebrat-

ed the number and range of great new initiatives that are happening 

around the team, from the introduction of new loos and kitchen 

facilities to make our churches more welcome and useful to the 

community, to new Messy Church and community activities. There is 

much to celebrate!

 

  University Howler :

 Jackie Eales, Professor of early modern history at Canterbury  

 Christ Church University 

“Britain under the Cromwellian Protectorate was a piranha state.”
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St. James, Shaftesbury

St James’s Church and Abbey School Links.

Sponsored Walk. On Saturday 21st September a large number of 

pupils, parents and friends accompanied by friendly dogs set out on 

the Annual Sponsored Walk organised jointly by Abbey School PTFA 

and Friends of St. James’s. There was a choice of three walks, a 

pushchair friendly one, a shorter walk and, for the intrepid, a longer 

8km walk. All completed their walks in good time and were able to 

share a picnic lunch in the Church field afterwards. Warm thanks to 

the Dowson family for organising this and to Judy Wade for being 

the base point at the church all morning.

Prayer Partners. The Prayer Partners led worship for Abbey School 

in St James’s when the school visited for their monthly church 

service on 2nd October. We now have eight prayer partners and each 

class has a designated partner to pray specifically for their class and 

to be a church link for Staff and pupils alike. After the service all 

Prayer Partners were given a guided tour of the school which enabled 

them to see the whole school and, in particular, their class in action. 

We look forward to welcoming the whole school again for their  

Harvest service on 18th October

St James Christmas Fair  - 30th November 2013

in the Town Hall 10.0am – 2.0pm.

Stalls to include

Cakes, pastries, breads and biscuits  

Quality Bric-a-Brac ,Gifts, Colour themed Stall,  Tombola, Raffle,

Books – DVD’s etc,  Preserves, Children’s Toys, Refreshments.

Please come and take part with setting up the night before, helping 

on the day or joining us to spend some money to support St James 

church. 

Enquiries to Philippa 01747 812365 or Alan Carter  01747 852820.
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St. Mary’s, Compton Abbas

Services in November

Sunday    3rd November   8.00 am  Prayer Book Holy Communion

Sunday  10th November   10.55 am Remembrance Service

Sunday  17th November   11.00 am Holy Communion

Church Hall Improvements

We now have heaters in the Church Hall!  After the theft of all the 

Hall’s oil, in April, it was decided that it would be better to stop using 

oil for heating, because of the risk of further thefts.  After some 

discussion, it was decided to install electric wall heaters instead and 

these are now in place.  Many thanks to Barry Wisdom for all his hard 

work in arranging this.

  

Village Coffee Morning and Book/Plant Swap

The first Compton Abbas and Twyford Coffee Morning in September 

was very well attended.  People obviously appreciated the chance to 

chat to old friends and meet new ones.  

The next coffee morning will be on Saturday 2nd November from 

10am to 12 midday in the Church Hall.  Everyone is welcome – and 

don’t forget to bring your spare books and plants to swap.  We’re 

grateful to Sue and Pam for organising these coffee mornings.

Apple Day 

Congratulations and thanks to everyone who helped to organise the 

splendid Apple Day in October.  Lots of people came to have their 

spare apples turned into juice and enjoy a delicious ploughman’s lunch 

and apple pudding.  It was impressive to see how many people – 

including children – were strong enough to turn the screw on the 

apple press.  And it’s good to think that this year’s bumper crop is 

being so well used.  
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh
Harvest Festival – How wonderful it was for all three churches to 

gather together at St Luke’s to celebrate the bounteous gifts of 

harvest time. Thank you to all who contributed to the day, both in the 

churchyard tidying and in the church decorating and cleaning. Pumpkins 

from Rogation seeds were proudly displayed, much praying had produced 

some very large specimens. After light refreshments, the auction of a 

considerable amount of produce raised over £100 thanks to the gener-

ous bidding. This is to be shared between the churches.

Quinquennial Inspections

All three of our churches have recently had quinquennial inspections. 

We are most grateful to those who have given generously of their time 

and skills to complete some of the smaller tasks that have been high-

lighted in the reports.

The Orchards

Patronal Festival St Lukes West Orchard 3rd November at 6.30pm

This will be a very special service when we will bless the hassocks and 

celebrate all that is happening within our church community.

Messy Express

Remembrance 9th November at St Lukes 10.30 to 12 noon looking at the 

theme of Remembrance.  Come along for that special experience for 

anyone aged One to Ninety One. Crafts to do and fun games to keep 

little ones busy, refreshments, quiet reflection, and thought provoking 

prayer.

Jumble Collection

Our bag2school jumble collection is on Wednesday 20th November but 

we would be very grateful if you could leave your bags, preferably with 

Annie Barnes at Hollybank East Orchard, by Friday 15th November.  If 

you cannot get the bags to Annie you can leave them with Rita Stranger 

at Manor Farm Annexe, West Orchard.  We would like any adult and 

children’s clothing, bedding, curtains, soft toys, shoes, belts, hats and 

handbags which are in good condition.

                                                                                                  PTO
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Christmas Bazaar 30th November at St Luke’s West Orchard

10.30 am to 12 noon. Items for sale or help on the day much appreciated 

or just come along to find that Christmas gift that’s just a little 

different. Tombola, Gifts raffle and Christmas refreshments.

Christmas Bingo  11th December 7pm at Manston Village Hall

Donations of prizes to Jan, Rita or Annie would be very much appreciated.

Margaret Marsh

A big thank you to all who helped man the church for the sponsored 

cycle ride. It was much appreciated by the cyclists. We had 26 riders 

visit us, including Alan and Jean Outram, who visited 15 churches.

East Orchard

Many thanks to everyone who has helped with the tidying and mowing of 

the churchyard and also to all those who clean and decorate the church.  

Your help is very much noticed and appreciated.

West Orchard

Hassocks –We are still meeting most Thursdays to continue stitching 

our kneelers. Contact Jan or Rita for confirmation of a date or time.

Services

Patronal Festival St Luke’s  3th November at 6.30pm 

Joint Remembrance Sunday Service 10th November at East Orchard 

starting at 10.50am .The collection will be for Help The Heroes

Carol Service St Thomas East Orchard  December 15th at 6.30pm

Please note that there will be no service on December 8th at East 

Orchard.

Carol Service  St Margaret, Margaret Marsh December 15th at 11.00am

Christingle Service St Luke’s West Orchard December 22nd at 2.00pm

Christmas Day Communion St Margaret’s, Margaret Marsh  10.00am 

which is a joint service for all three parishes
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St. Thomas, Melbury Abbas

Eberle Quartet.  We all had a wonderful evening’s entertainment 

when the Eberle Quartet came to St. Thomas’s on 29th September. 

Their music was magical and many of us sat spellbound in the pews. 

Thank you to all who helped transform the church; now in the proc-

ess of re-furbishment to provide us with a toilet and kitchenette. 

The flowers looked stunning, the pews were dust free  and the 

quartet complemented us on our friendliness  and good  acoustics. 

Liz Lindsay-Rae organised this event, so our thanks go to her for all 

of her efforts. The money raised was £1,238.

Ride and Stride. 

 Rodney Atwood, Richard Poole and Mike Crossley have raised over 

£700 cycling to as many churches as they were able in a day.  This 

amount is divided equally between St. Thomas’s  and the Dorset 

Historic Churches Trust. Thank you Rodney, Richard and Mike for all  

your efforts in raising such a good amount.

Harvest Festival. 

 The church looked stunning for our Harvest Festival, so a big thank 

you to our flower ladies and those who helped to clean the church.   

As is our custom, both bread and wine are provided locally. Many 

thanks to Cann Mills for the delicious loaf of bread and to Lavinia and 

Roy for providing Melbury wine from Parhams Vineyard.  Grace and 

Flo Kay, two of our children, made us a wonderful Harvest banner 

which is now proudly displayed in the chancel.  ‘Smartie’ tubes were 

given out during the service, which were to be taken home, eaten, and 

then filled and returned with 20p’s, at our Carol Service.  The money 

raised will be part of our charity giving.
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Remembrance Day Service - Sunday 10th November at 10.45am

Please be seated in church by this time so that we can process out 

to the War Memorial in the lych gate for 10.55am.  This is an 

imporrtant opportunity for us to meet and give thanks for the 

servicemen and women who lost their lives for our freedom;  for our 

soldiers on active service, and for those who have been injured or 

traumatised as a result of fighting for peace.  Refreshments will be 

served in church after the service.

Re-furbishment Project.

The building work is going well and should be complete for our 

Remembrance Day Service.

Dates for your Diaries:-

13th and 14th December  from 10am - 4pm.

Nativity Festival in our church.  Please come along and support this 

event.  Refreshments will be served.  If anyone can spare an hour on 

either of those days to wcome people or make coffee and tea, please 

let Jan know on 852545.  Nativity sets are needed.  Please talk to 

Jan if you can offer yours for those two days.  Thank you.

15th December at 6.30pm  Carol Service.

Pleaase bring your Smarties tubes to this service.

Careless Talk costs...

A wife asked her husband, “Would you go shopping for me, dear?  

Buy me a carton of milk and, if they sell avocados, get me six, 

please.”

A short time later, her husband came back with six cartons of milk.

Amazed, his wife asked,  “Why did you buy six cartons of milk?  

He replied, “Because they did sell avocados.” 
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 St. Peter’s, Shaftesbury 

PIANO CONCERT. Sunday November 3rd

Alexander Chapman-Campbell    (see back page of cover)

REMEMBRANCE DAY Sunday 10th November.

After our family service we are invited to move to the War Memo-

rial on Park Walk for the Town’s Act of Remembrance at 11.00am 

before returning here for the Service of Remembrance. All are 

invited. We are joined by the Uniformed Organisations, Civic digni-

taries and The Royal British Legion. 

ALL SOULS’-TIDE REMEMBRANCE SERVICE.

Wed 13thNovember 6.30pm

Each year we invite those who have been bereaved, those grieving 

the death of someone they love to this quiet, meditative act of 

worship and remembrance, where we remember by name those who 

have died and light a candle in their memory. We remember the 

promise of Jesus Christ that He is the resurrection and the life and 

those who believe in Him, even though they die, will live. And over 

refreshments afterwards we share Christian fellowship with those 

we have met through bereavement ministry recently. All members 

of St Peter’s are warmly invited to join us to support the bereaved 

of our parish – this is outreach mission and ministry, caring for the 

grieving and offering them the good news – and also to remember 

those whom we have loved but see no longer.

MISSION GROUP MEETING The Rectory 

Tuesday 12th November 7.30pm.

One of the reasons we have a good membership and almost full 

church on a Sunday morning is because we have, each year, thought 

and prayed about how we might grow the church and reach out to 

more people with the love of God in Jesus Christ.               PTO 
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All who would like the church to continue to grow are invited to this 

meeting to help us come up with our Mission Action Plan for 2014. In 

previous years we have initiated SPLATT!!!, Youth Alpha, Welcome 

Packs, etc. We have in the past visited areas in our parish. If you 

would like to be involved in working out our mission priorities for next 

year, do please come along  or if you cannot come, please let me know 

your thoughts! 

Clive

CHILDREN AND YOUTH WORK LIGHTHOUSE

We have over 40 children signed up as members this term! It is 

lovely this year to have more 10-11 year olds. We try to make 

Lighthouse special for them by giving them some more “grown-up” 

activities and responsibilities, while making sure that the younger 

children have activities for their age group. For many of them this is 

their one “church” or Christian activity outside the school day – 

Lighthouse is their church. It’s also great to get to know their 

parents.

YOUTH GROUP

We have been watching a series filmed for American TV entitled  - 

The Mission

Last month we saw many of Jesus’s miracles. We are discussing which 

are our favourite miracles and why. Please talk to our youth about 

this and tell them which miracles are significant to you. Contrary to 

the usual grunts shown on TV, our teenagers like to talk!

If you missed the wonderful Family Service that was led by the 

Youth Group in July, do not despair! 

We hope they will be leading the worship on Sunday 8th December. 

If you value having young people in church try to make sure you are 

here to support them! Thanks to Nikki and Tim Hall who, with Jean 

Thomas, run this activity for us.
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ADVANCE NOTICE

CHRISTMAS TEA AFTERNOON 

December 14th  3-5pm in St Peter’s. 

This is a time to meet together over a traditional afternoon tea with 

a few festive goodies included. Please come along to this and bring 

your friends. It’s an opportunity to sit down and relax at this 

sometimes hectic time.

UPPER ROOM GROUP

This is the development of the Alpha Course. We meet in the church 

hall fortnightly on Wednesdays, beginning  with a light supper to-

gether followed by a DVD presentation and discussion. We currently 

have around 20+ attending.

The sessions for November are:

How to approach sex in the 21st century.
How do we respond to divorce?
Both sound subjects for much lively discussion! If you would like to 

come to both or either of the sessions please contact Jean Thomas 

or sign up on the list in Church. This will help us with catering.

SHAFTESBURY CofE VC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Mr Richard Larter, who has been our headteacher for some 5 years, 

leaves us at the end of term to take up a Diocesan post as executive 

headteacher of 3 Academy Schools in Dorset. 

During his time as headteacher the school has improved to be (in 

Ofsted terminology) consistently good with outstanding features. 

The school is also growing, with over 400 children. 

The school is currently advertising for a head teacher to lead our 

church school from good to outstanding. Please pray for a successful 

appointment and for the right candidate. 

                                                                                          PTO
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FROM THE REGISTERS

We baptised

On Sunday 6th October

Harry Anthony John Gaertig  02/04/07

Archie Ethan Matthaus Gaertig  14/02/11

Georgie Ella Grace Gaertig             26/12/11

Chelsea (aged 9) was reminded of her baptism, too.

Please pray for Harry, Archie, Georgie and Chelsea and their family, 

that they might continue to grow in the Christian faith.

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY “CHRISTINGLE” 

Sunday 1st December at 4.30pm

We are delighted to host this Children’s Society event this year. We 

hope that children and their parents will join us for the evocative 

lighting of Christingles to remember that “Jesus is the Light of the 

World” with all the world’s blessings and pains. Money raised helps 

continue our support for this charity working with disaffected and 

vulnerable children and young people.

 The well known evangelist  Dr Billy  Graham tells 

an amusing story of  an  occasion when he arrived for a

 preaching engagement in a small town he had never visited before.

He had a letter to post, and asked a youngster 

where the post office was.  

After getting directions,  Dr Graham thanked the lad

 and told him that if he came to the church that evening,

 he could hear him telling everyone how to get to heaven.

“I don’t think I’ll bother,” came the reply. 

 “You don’t even know the way to the post office!”
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 St.  John’s Enmore Green

Friday 1st  November   12 noon to 1.30pm

Community Lunch in the Church. All Welcome

No need to book; a donation towards costs appreciated. 

Monday  11th November  Remembrance Service 10.50am at the 

Enmore Green War Memorial in The Knapp.

Hot Coffee in the Church Hall following this short service.

St. John’s Occasional Singers

We will be starting rehearsals for St. John’s Carol Service on 

Monday 4th November  from 6.00pm. to 7.00pm and then on each 

Monday following  If you would like to join us please ring Jo Churchill 

on 01747 850432. Love of singing and commitment is all you need.  

Rehearsals are held in the church and our Carol Service is on Sunday 

22nd December at 3.00pm. 

Advance Notice 

Saturday 7th December - Advent Coffee Morning  

10.00am – 12 noon in the Church Hall (top of Church Hill)

Homemade cakes, books, gifts, coffee and our usual splendid raffle.

  Undercover

  A little boy got lost in the YMCA, and found himself  

  in the women’s locker room.  When he was spotted,

  the room burst into shrieks, with ladies grabbing towels,

  and running for cover.  

 The little boy watched in amazement, and asked,

 “What’s the matter?  

  Haven’t you ever seen a little boy before?”
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St. Mary’s Motcombe

‘CENTRED’ Centred on God, Centred on the Bible, Centred in Mot-

combe. This group meets on Mondays in St Mary’s Church at 7.30pm.  

The aim of the group is to grow in our relationship with God and to grow 

in fellowship with each other.   A chance to catch up over a coffee, 

spend some time looking at and reflecting on the bible and finishing with 

a prayer. This term we look at Genesis and discover how it is relevant to 

our lives today. For more information please contact Kirsty Wells 

853060 / 823562.

Joseph and his Technicolour Dreamcoat! Friday 1st November and 

Saturday 2nd November 2013 in St Mary’s Church, Motcombe.  If you 

get this in time there may just be a couple of tickets left, please e-mail 

Rosie King on posypockett@hotmail.com 

Joseph - Thank You

The Key Ring deadline comes before Joseph is performed but already it 

has been such great fun and friendships made from the rehearsing, 

stitching costumes, organising lights during all the many jobs that need 

to happen front and back of house all that helps make the production a 

polished performance.  It has been a marvellous experience for many 

and St Mary’s has rejoiced to share in the fun.  Thank you so much to 

Rosie King and David Grierson for making the dream a reality and for 

every single person involved in any way whether small or big.  Look out 

for the next show!

All Souls - A Service to Remember.  Sunday 3rd November at 4pm at 

St Mary’s Church, Motcombe.  During. this short service we will remem-

ber with thanksgiving friends and loved ones who have died.  As part of 

the service we will read out the names of those who have died in the 

previous year and others who we are asked to remember.  You are very 

welcome to this service and to request that we remember some-one in 

particular.      

                                                                                                   PTO                   
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Please let us know the names before the service, if possible by writing 

them on the list in church, or by e-mail evepegler@gmail.com.  After the 

service please stay for tea and coffee and cake.

Remembrance Service - Sunday 10th November 2013 at 10.50am in St 

Mary’s Church.  The whole village are invited to join in one place to 

remember those who have lived and died in the service of others.  This 

act of remembrance is a tangible way of expressing our gratitude to the 

men and women who have given themselves in the defence of others.  It 

also gives us chance to think about the present and commit to pray for 

an end to conflict around the world and to work with God to make the 

world a more forgiving, peaceful and loving place.  Join with others from 

Motcombe in St Mary’s Church at 10.45am ending at the war memorial. 

Tea and Coffee will be served in the Village Hall at the end.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - Shoebox Collection.  With the 

Methodist Chapel in Motcombe and Motcombe Primary School we are 

collecting SHOEBOXES for children who otherwise will have nothing 

this Christmas.  The excitement and joy on the face of a child when they 

open a shoebox of Christmas treats is a sight to behold.  The boxes need 

to be ready for collection early by 14th November and dropped off at 

either of the churches.  Leaflets are available from both the Methodist 

Chapel and St Mary’s Church and filled boxes can be returned to either 

place.  At Motcombe Methodist Church there is also a collection box for 

individual items if you are unable to fill a whole box but would still like 

to contribute.   Please help us provide 100 boxes to bring a smile to 100 

children.

Messy Church Let’s get ready for Christmas - 1st December 2013 

Primary School Hall - 3 - 5pm Messy Church is a way of being and doing 

church that is informal, creative, friendly and at times messy.  You are 

very welcome to come during the session and join in crafts, games, 

singing, stories and food.  (For more details speak to Jill Jenkinson 

01747 855476 or Eve Pegler 01747 851442; evepegler@gmail.com)
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“THE LEGEND OF LIVINGSTONE"  Born 200 years ago.

A lecture by John Blashford Snell in the Motcombe Memorial Hall on 

Saturday, December 7th at 7.00p.m. (doors open at 6.30 p.m.)  Tickets 

£15, to include canapes and drink, available from Motcombe Village Shop 

or Liz Pocock 01747 852647

The Quiz Night and Supper  in October was not only an enjoyable 

evening but a good fundraiser too. Thank you to all who worked so hard 

to organise it, and to Alex and Louise, Quiz master and aid.  It isn’t a 

quiz Eve will forget in a hurry when, from nowhere a life size image of 

her was produced so the quiz teams could stick the collar on the Vicar!

Harvest Festivals   Over a couple of days we had three harvest festivals 

in church with schools and churches joining together to give thanks to 

God for the harvest of produce and to give thanks that he gives us the 

gifts and skills to produce it, as well as talents we need to harvest in lots 

of areas.  The table was overflowing with harvest gifts and we are 

pleased to have been able to distribute them to Gillingham Foodbank, 

North Dorset Women’s Refuge and Castle Hill House.  The flowers and 

fresh produce displays were outstanding, they seem to get better and 

better, thank you for the many hours that the flower team put into 

make the church a riot of colour and smells.

From the Registers

We welcome in baptism into the family of the church Wilfred Lake.  

Please pray for him and his family.

We commend to God’s care and keeping those who have died, especially 

Muriel Hooker and Thomas Knights, and we pray for those who mourn 

the loss of loved ones.

Services November 2013
Please turn to inside cover
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WORD  SEARCH

©  BJP 2013

A C B N O C I N H C E T N A P

C R O E A D O G A P R E W O T

P H C T L L E I R O S T U D Y

S A A H T F K I R K B M O T R

N L N T W A R R U I N C E C O

O A P E E A G Y F O O C J R T

I B A E L A Y E I R E E E Y A

T Y N H I O U T N I S V T P V

A R T C F R A E P L P A T T R

D I H I T L R E E A I N Y E E

N N E N I S L U S T R Y E S S

U T O T T T S O P C E A B N N

O H N O N L E P A H C U B A O

F E N A T N E V N O C Q A M C

V E M M K C O C R E H T A E W

APSE RUIN MANSE TOWER CONVENT MANTELPIECE

KIRK TOMB NICHE BELFRY COTTAGE VENTILATION

LIFT ABBEY ORIEL CHAPEL PANTHEON WEATHERCOCK

NAVE CRYPT PANEL PAGODA LABYRINTH CONSERVATORY

POST JETTY SPIRE ARCHWAY CORNERSTONE PANTECHNICON

QUAY LATCH STUDY CHATEAU FOUNDATIONS With the letters 

left over it is pos-

sible to find : FO-

Law of close encounters:

The probability of meeting 

someone you know
 increases dramatically when 

you are with someone you 

don’t want to be seen with.

Variation Law:  

If you change traffic 

lanes, the one you left 

will always move faster 

than the one you are in 

now.
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The editor reserves the right to omit articles which are too long, and 

perhaps not suitable for Key Ring.   It is in the interest of the reader for 

the editor to improve material in some way if necessary. Articles will 

be edited at the editor’s discretion. 

Copy for December 2013

must  reach the editor, Beryl Pike at: 

4 Melbury Way, Shaftesbury SP7 8SN

or email: keyring@stmin.org.uk

   NO LATER THAN  Thursday 7th �ovember

The views  expressed  in 

this publication  are not

  necessarily those 

of the  editor.  

Letters to the Editor  and articles  are  

welcome, but should not exceed 200 words. 

Name and address must be supplied.  

Only Promotions and advertisements for events 

within the Shaftesbury Team will be accepted.

Motcombe continued

Services - November 2013
3rd November      9.30am    Holy Communion  BCP with Children’s Church

                             4pm         All Souls Service

10th November    10.45am  Remembrance Service
17th November    9am         Holy Communion  BCP

                             9.30am    All Age Worship

24th November    10.30am  Parish Communion and Children’s  Church
1st December       9.30am    Holy Communion  BCP

                             3 - 5pm    Messy Church

St. Mary’s Children’s Church meet, beginning in church and continuing in the 

school on 3rd and 24th November.  On all other Sundays the children remain 
to join in and we worship for the whole time together.

Fridays at 10am  A quiet service of Holy Communion  at St. Mary’s Church.

Motcombe Grange Holy Communion Wednesday 20th November at 11.30am.  
A service in the lounge.  All residents are invited.  Call Revd. Jan Crossley  

(0174  852545)  for more information.
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Launch Concert for ‘Ten Sketches of Light,’
at St. Peter’s Church on 

Sunday �ovember 3rd at 6.00pm

The debut album for solo piano by Alexander Chapman Campbell.

Alexander is a Wiltshire based pianist and composer.  At twenty five 

years of age and self taught in composition, he has spent the past six years 

compiling a growing anthology of piano music.  November marks the 

release of the first collection of his works, when it will be personally 

overseen and promoted by the former head of Classics at Sony BMG, 

UK.  Hailed as a ‘rising star’ in the musical firmament, this will be the 

first major public performance of Alexander’s work, and the first glimpse 

of the ‘fruit’s’ of his labour.

The concert is free of charge. 

The album will be available for sale on CD after the performance.

Retreat -   September 2013 at Abbey House Glastonbury


