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Leader Article

‘God is Love, and those who live in love live in God and God lives in them’  

1 Jn 4:16 

On 14th February millions of people will send or receive some kind of 

message of love and affection.

It can be very serious business - speak to any teenager who hasn’t got a 

card - my mum sent me one for years, which it must be said wasn’t quite 

the same as having an adoring admirer of a similar age!  Valentine messag-

es can also be a light hearted, but also a heart felt, sign of friendship and 

affection.

Sending cards became popular in the 1700’s, then in the 1800’s commercial 

Valentines appeared, and now as we all know there is no end to making 

money through the feast - it has become another hugely commercial event 

and you will find among the Easter eggs (yes they are out in the shops 

already!) red and heart shaped everything from chocolates, flowers, 

cards, cupids, soaps, cushions, the list goes on.

Why Valentine? The patron saint of love and romance is shrouded in 

mystery and legend.  Little is known about him,  and he can’t be identified 

with a particular person, There are various candidates, including a priest 

or bishop in Rome martyred in Italy in the late third century for helping 

Christians and conducting Christian marriages in the time of the reign of 

Claudius II, when helping Christians was outlawed.  The connection of this 

celebration with love includes mediaeval belief about  birds beginning 

their spring courtship or most likely linked with the pagan Lupercalia 

festival in Rome. Christians often adopted the feasts of the culture they 

were in to illustrate the  Christian message and it is easy to see how a 

festival incorporating rebirth could be interpreted in the light of faith in 

Jesus Christ.

                                                                                                     PTO



4

We must take care to worship the one true God but if Valentine’s day 

can point us towards, and remind us of, God’s  love for us, or our own 

response of love, it surely isn’t a bad thing.

Jesus said ‘I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.’ 
John 13. 34

Our  faith is based on love. It is a faith which calls us to love. 

Valentine’s Day is a wonderful opportunity to let the people in your life 
know how much you love and care about them and also to extend that 

love further to those who you find it more difficult to love and cherish.

In a new year address Pope Francis, responding to a letter he had 

received the day before from a man struggling to understand why 

there were still so many tragedies and wars, said he wanted to ask the 

same question: "What is happening in people's hearts? What is going 

on in the heart of humanity" that leads to violence?

It’s a good question.  Perhaps this month it’s time for us to look inside 

our own hearts and perhaps give them an airing, clearing out as best we 

can some of the bitterness, hatred, prejudice, anger and violence that 

is within them to make room for more love, care and compassion.  It 

may be you need to start with loving yourself, then your neighbour and 

then the whole world.

We may find it hard to know how to make a difference in major world 

conflicts and tragedies, but if we start small,  close to home, who 

knows how it will spread.

We can’t pretend it’s easy, or that we even want to begin, but Pope

Francis told the crowds  “..begin at home and then you move on to all 

of humanity”...we have to start at home,...to build a world where 
everyone "respects each other, accepts others in their diversity and 

takes care of each and every one."

Make this your valentine month - leave a little note telling someone
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what you love or respect about them; bake some heart shaped 

cookies and give them to a youth group, nursing home, those 

who deliver your milk, post, paper or collect your rubbish, 

friends, neighbours or anyone else you think might enjoy a 

treat.  

It may be you need to leave a note for yourself on Valentine's 

Day.  Read the first half of 1 John 4: 16 (or all of 1 John 4); 1 

John 3. 1; 1 Peter 5. 6 -7; Galatians 2. 20b; Romans 5. 8 to 

remind yourself of God’s love for you.

“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should...have eternal 

life” John 3. 16

Go on, give your heart a clear out so that there is 

even more room to receive and grow a little bit of love.

May God "help all of us walk the path of justice and peace with 

greater determination," he said, and the Holy Spirit break 

down the obstinacy and barriers people construct between 

each other.   (Pope Francis)

God bless ....with love, Eve

TEAM NEWS

CHANGES TO THE TEAM SERVICE PATTERN

From the beginning of March, the team is introducing some minor 

changes to the  service pattern so that your clergy team, licensed lay 

ministers and lay worship leaders can be sure to be able to cover all the 

services every Sunday without worry! Over the last year, since we 

reduced from 5 clergy to 4 with the retirement of Rev Mary Harding we 



6

TEAM NEWS continued
St Peter’s. Our Family Service moves to the first Sunday of the 

month. This reduces the number of Holy Communion services at 9.30am 

across the team on the first Sunday from four to three.

St Mary’s, Motcombe. We regularly receive requests to have a 

service that starts later in the morning to enable people to get to 
church more easily. Though our service times are dependent on working 

with the whole of the team of churches, we have the opportunity to 

trial a service time of 11am (instead of 9.30am) on the first Sunday of 

the month for the Book of Common Prayer Communion. We also have 

plans to trial a different form of informal worship service at 11am on 

the third Sunday of February. (See the St Mary’s Motcombe page for 

more details)

St Thomas, Melbury Abbas.We will replace our two Matins-with-Holy 

Communion services with one Matins Service on the second Sunday and 

a BCP Holy Communion on the fourth Sunday.

At the moment these are the only changes proposed to ensure our 

team can meet all our worship needs. Other churches have recently 

made changes. 

Of course, after July, we will need to look closely again at the service 

pattern we can sustain through the Team Rector vacancy.

MOTHERING SUNDAY Sunday 31st March

This is advance notice that our next 5th Sunday is Sunday 31st March 

– Mothering Sunday. We felt it important that we are all in our own 

churches to celebrate with our local families, so there will not be a 

team service on that day. Our next team services will the on the Team 

weekend Sunday 11th May at Motcombe, then June 29th at the Barn 

in Margaret Marsh.

TEAM WEEKEND Fri-Sunday 9-11th May 2014

Because our planning meeting was held after the Key Ring copy dead-

line we cannot give you any news update. We hope you have the week-
end booked in your diary!
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TEAM NEWS continued

“REVELATION” - REVEALED – RELEVANT FOR TODAY 

The afternoon group begins on Tuesday afternoons – 

4th/11th/18th and 25th February at 2.30pm in St Peter’s Church 

Hall. Rather than being a scary book of God doing horrible things and 

the impending final judgement, Revelation is a book of hope for a 

church that is struggling, marginalised and even a little oppressed. 

Does that ring any bells in this increasingly secular and atheistic age? 

Do let Clive, Kirsty or your clergy know that you would like to take 

part in the afternoon sessions.

Team Service

The collection from the Team Service at St. James on Sunday 29th 

December was in aid of Motcombe’s  “Messy Church” and amounted to 

£392.80.   £269.08 of this was gift aided meaning that tax worth 

£67.27 can be claimed back, making a grand total of £460.07 for 

“Messy Church”. 

L.P.A.

Happy New Year to you all..

By the time you get this we will hopefully ALL have met together for 

our Annual Communion Service and Meeting and also received the 

Programme for the year from Salisbury and be deciding which talks 

to attend.

For Christmas this year I was given a recording of the Christchurch 

Choir singing a variety of Hymns.  One of them was “I am the Lord of 

Sea and Sky” and I thought the Chorus would be a good maxim for 

L.P.A’s this year.

“Here I am Lord, it is I Lord. I have heard you calling in the night.

I will go Lord, if you lead me,  I will hold your people in my heart.”

May we answer our Lord’s call to help people whenever necessary 

throughout the year.
A.H.
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 St.  John’s,  Enmore Green

Sunday 2nd February – Hymn Practice!

We thought we would like to learn a few new hymns – perhaps 

some that we haven’t sung lately.   

Also  to have a look at an alternative Gloria and Nunc Dimitis.    

Evensong is at 3.30pm. finishing about 4.15pm.  Then we will 

have Tea and Cake (very much a St. John’s tradition) before 

we launch into our singing. 
          

Friday 7th February    12 noon to 1.30pm

Community Lunch in the Church. All Welcome

Donation towards costs appreciated.  

Looking Back – Christmas seems a long way away!

The Advent Coffee morning raised  £162.50 and our annual Carol 

Singing round the Village for the North Dorset Multiple Sclerosis 

Society  £107.20.  This was despite appalling weather with our small 

stalwart band trudging on until 8.30pm.   The mulled wine and mince 
pies provided by our friend, Norman Cuttle,  were very welcome as 

was a roaring fire giving us the opportunity to dry off as well as 

Church dog, Thomas.

Our Carol Service on the 22nd December was well attended and the 

St. John’s Occasional Singers under their conductor, Brian Watts, 
made the whole service very special.  Particularly as the roof had 

sprung a leak, and when it rained, water was coming in over the piano 

and the altos.  This meant a hurried re-organisation of the seating.

Mortal Flesh – or the Story of Judas Iscariot
24th – 26th April 2014 in St. John’s Church

This thought provoking play was written by Myra Wood in 2006 and 

performed in St. Peter’s Church.   
                                                                                                 PTO
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St. Mary’s, Compton Abbas

 

Services in February

Sunday   2nd February   8.00am HolyCommunion  BCP

Sunday   16th February   11.00am Holy Communion CW1

We have heating!

Our new boiler is now up and running.  

We’re grateful to the plumber, who managed to fit the job in 

before Christmas, and we look forward to a warm and welcom-

ing church from now on.

The Old School Bell

Many of you may have noticed the empty space on the roof of 

the Church Hall, where the old school bell used to hang.  

Have you ever wondered what happened to it?  The answer has 

come to light in a book of PCC records.

About fifty years ago, a priest from St Vincent, in the West 

Indies, spent some time at St James’s Church in Shaftesbury.  

He happened to say that his church in St Vincent had no bells 

and Rev. Chaffey Moore, the Rector of Compton, offered him 

the school bell. 

The offer was accepted and the bell was shipped out to St 

Vincent. The PCC minutes record that it arrived safely.

If you’re ever in St Vincent, please ask after the bell - and 

send good wishes from St Mary’s, Compton Abbas.

                                                                                    PTO
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Parish Map Group

A group is being formed to explore the possibility of making 

a parish map of Compton Abbas and Twyford. 

Parish maps can take all kinds of forms – paintings, embroi-

deries, drawings, models – and can include pictures of flowers 

and animals, buildings and insects and anything else that’s 

special about the parish.  

They’re designed to record the things which local people value 

about the place where they live and each one is different.

If you would like to know more about the project, contact 

Gillian Cross (01747 811263 gillian@gilliancross.co.uk).  

And, whether you want to be involved or not, please start 

thinking of all the special things about Compton Abbas and 

Twyford which you would like to see on the map.  

Richard Harding

Richard Harding, aged 68 years, son of Robert and Charmian, 

died after a valiant fight with cancer.  He and his father were 

well known farmers of both Gourds and Manor Farm.

A celebration of his life was held at St. Mary’s on 31st 

December.  A touching and memorable service was taken by 

Rev. Clive Thomas and the organ played so beautifully by the 

one and only Beryl.  

Our thanks to you both.  It made the service a very special 

one for all the family.

We would like to thank all those who attended.  Richard is, 

and will be, very sadly missed.  He was very special.

Jan
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St. James’s, Shaftesbury

St James’s and Abbey School

Volunteers from St James’s continue to help weekly with 

listening to readers and helping with Golden Time craft activi-

ties. In addition we now have seven prayer partners, one 

allocated to each class, and some are attending a Diocesan run 

workshop on the ‘Open the Book’ style of leading worship.

The Diocese has also run a ‘Children and Sacred Space Confer-

ence’, which proved a fascinating day with renowned speakers 

on ‘Creating and using Prayer Spaces in Schools and Churches’, 

‘Creating Sacred Space in Family Life’, ‘Looking at Children’s 

Spiritual Styles’, ‘Exploring Spirituality with children in the 

outdoors’ and ‘Children’s Experience of Poverty’, as well as a 

keynote talk by Jim Davis of the Children’s Society.

Reports on the Christmas performances were too late to be 

included in the January Key Ring. 

They were superb. Years 1 ,2 and 3 gave a wonderful adaptation 

of ‘The Nutcracker Story’ with great singing and dancing and a 

spirited sword fight. 

The choirs and instrumentalists charmed with a Musical 

Evening and Reception, and reminded us all of the true message 

of Christmas with their beautiful Nativity. In addition mem-

bers of the Abbey choirs visited seven care homes in Shaftes-

bury as well as singing outside Tesco’s and at the Larmer Tree 

Gardens. 

Warm thanks to pupils and Staff for all the commitment this 

entailed.

                                                               PTO
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UNITY  IS  STRENGTH

I dreamt I stood in a studio

And watched two sculptors there.
The clay they used was a young child

And they fashioned its values with care.

One was a teacher. The tools he used were books and music and art,

And one a parent with guided hand

And a gentle loving heart.

Day after day the teacher toiled

With touch that was deft and sure

While the parent laboured by his side

And polished and smoothed it over.
And when at last their task was done

They were proud of what they had wrought,

For the things they had moulded into the child

Could neither be sold, or bought.

And each agreed he would have failed

If he had worked alone,

For behind the parent stood the school

And behind the teacher the home.         

                                                                                         Author unknown

Annual Re-Cycling Sale in aid of Sudan
Don’t forget to start sorting things out for Julian and Sue Richards’s 

Re-cycling Sale this month.  That strange object you are about to 

throw away could be just what someone else is looking for!  It would 

be wonderful to make over £1,000 again this year.  Check your pew 

sheets for the date of this sale.

Team Weekend 9th to 11th May (Venues to be agreed)

Leaders will be needed for such activities as walking, cycling, 

singing, making music, flower arranging and bell ringing - all 

volunteers will be welcomed!  Look out for more details in the 

next edition of Key Ring.
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St. Thomas,  Melbury Abbas

ST THOMAS  PRESERVATION SOCIETY

STPS CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING

This was held on Saturday December 14th 2013 at Ivy Paddock, 
home of Bob and Sue Breach.  Over £400 was raised.  Many thanks 

to Bob and Sue for opening their home and welcoming everybody.

STPS SPRING EVENT

The next Spring Event is being planned as we go to press.  We will 
publicise the date and subject in the next Key Ring.

NATIVITY FESTIVAL

This was a great success.  Thank you to those who loaned us their 

crib sets.  We were delighted that so many people in our team 

supported us and we were able to display forty-four sets.  There was 

one in a walnut, one in a bottle, some were wooden, one glass, clay, 

old and new.  No two sets were the same and they came from all over 
the world.  We have been asked if we will do the same again this year 

and ‘yes’ we will.  

It was lovely that people were able to come into our church, have a 
good look around, see the refurbishment that has taken place and 

enjoy the refreshments that we were able to offer, now that we 

have the facilities!  We asked for donations so that we could ‘Toilet 

Twin’ to provide a toilet in a Third World country.  Many thanks to 

those who have made this possible.  It is our way of saying ‘thank you’ 
to God for the facilities which we now have.  
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 Songs of Praise - Sunday 2nd March at 3pm

We are delighted that Bishop Nicholas will be coming to this service 

and will bless our new facilities.  Please start thinking about your 

favourite hymns.  Let Jan know as soon as possible, please.  We want 

to raise the roof to praise God for all that has gone on over the past 

year and to thank Him for the facilities which will enable us to use 
our premises as a means of mission and outreach in the future.  

Refreshments will be served after the service.  A list will be at the 

back of the church shortly, so that we can plan what refreshments 

we shall need. This is going to be a wonderful occasion, so please 

invite your family and friends to come along and join us. 

Stoles for the Bishops in South Sudan

We have started to make these from kits which have been supplied 

by the Mother’s Union. Apart from making the stoles, these also 

have to be embellished which is fun as well as challenging.  Although 
a group of us have started sewing, we warmly invite you to come and 

join us on Thursday 13th, or Thursday 20th February from 2pm, to 

see what we are doing and to join us for a cup of tea and refresh-

ments. 

The Bishops would also like some banners, so maybe that could be our 

next project.

Mission and Stewardship

On Thursday 6th February, Ian Bromilow, our diocesan Mission and 

Stewardship Advisor, will be coming to talk with our PCC Members.  

This will be an opportunity to think about how we can move forward 
and serve our community.  Later,  Ian will come and preach at one of 

our services.
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With this in mind, in our Lent studies we will be exploring ‘Living 

Faithfully”, using John Pritchard’s book on following Christ in every-
day life.  John Pritchard is the Bishop of Oxford.  

The dates for these sessions are 27th February, 13th March and the 

27th March.  More information will follow in the pew sheets. 

Change of Services From the beginning of March, the second week 

of each month will now be a Matins service, replacing Matins/BCP 

Holy Communion.  Although we shall not be having Holy Communion on 

the 2nd Sunday of each month, we will be serving breakfast on the 
Friday prior to this service, followed by an optional Holy Communion 

Service.  

The first date is the 7th March and breakfast will be served from 
8.30am- 9.30am.   You are also invited to join us for Holy Communion 

at 10am. 

 Although it would be great if you are able to be with us for both of 

these events, please feel free to come and go as you please. 

BIBLE CAKE
This recipe appeared in a cookery book compiled in 

April 1913

 to commemorate the stone -laying of the

 New Wesleyan Chapel, Oakmere.  Cheshire.

4½ cups of 1 Kings 4:22

I cup of Judges 5.25 (last clause)

2 cups of Jeremiah 6:20

2 cups of 1 Samuel 30:12

2 cups of Nahum 3:12

2 cups of Numbers 17:8

2 tablespoonfuls of 1 Samuel 14:25

A Pinch of Leviticus 2:13

Six of Jeremiah 17:11

Half a cup of Judges 4:19

Two teaspoonfuls of Amos 3:5

Season to taste with 11 Chronicles 9:9
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 St. Peter’s,  Shaftesbury 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOXES. On Sunday 9th February we work 

with The Children’s Society local branch as we encourage you to 
bring back your collection boxes (full with coins we hope!) and 

collect new ones for the coming year. All this takes place at the 

Family Service at 9.30am. 

UPPER ROOM GROUP

Upper room group – alternate Wednesdays St Peter’s Church Hall 

7pm – 9pm

We have decided to continue our studies of “The Jesus Lifestyle” 

which follows the teaching of The Sermon on the Mount. 

The format of  each session is :
A light meal

A DVD presentation on the topic by Nicky Gumbell

Small group discussion

The next topic is

February 19th  How to live and act with integrity
All are very welcome and each session is stand alone, so you are not 

committed to attending every session, but we would be grateful if 

you would let Jean Thomas (855375) know if you are coming so that 

catering arrangements can be made.

AN INTERVIEW WITH CLARE COPELEY-WILLIAMS

We are blessed in St. Peter’s with many creative people who con-

tribute to the life and fabric of the Church. When talking to Clare 

it was obvious that she positively oozes imagination and creativity. 
She said that she always needs to be making something or thinking 

about making something. Clare trained for 2 years at Winchester 

Art School followed by 3 years at the Central School of Arts and 

Crafts. Although she qualified as a ceramicist she says her special-

ism is whatever she is doing at the time!
                                                                                             PTO
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As a child she was encouraged to be creative. Her mother was one of 

the first women to go to Liverpool Arts School. As they were unable 

to get many toys during the war, the children were encouraged to 

make or invent their own and all her family were inventive in their 

individual ways.
One of the key introductions Clare has made in St. Peter’s is the 

introduction of the hanging flags. Her inspiration for this was the 

flags with which Elizabeth Riley used to dance and which were hung 

in the Church for her funeral. She felt they were just lovely and 

inspirational.
Clare felt that the flags should reflect the liturgical colours as they 

have so much meaning. It is significant that many people notice when 

the colours change and it makes people sit up and take notice. When 

asked how she selected the designs and fabric, she said it was a 

product of an overactive imagination!  She enjoys looking for a 
variety of materials, the light effects of them and the variety of 

colour. She says that she is still learning how they hang which 

dictates how the design and trimmings work. 

Her favourite colour is the red, but she is also fond of the purple, 

which, when put with the vestments, looks elegant and presentable. 
Had she any other work in mind? She has a commission for a crib set 

for a Church and she intends to paint more.  “As long as I am making 

something, I’m all right.”

I really enjoyed talking to Clare and experiencing some of that mind 

which looks outside the box and stimulates thought and imagination. 
Thank you Clare. 

Jean Thomas 

FROM THE REGISTERS

We commended into the Lord’s care

Audrey James died 10/12/13   funeral 30/12/13
Audrey came to settle in Shaftesbury some 7 years ago. She joined 

St Peter’s and immediately became a member of our choir.  
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With a background of singing and conducting various choirs, including 

the Manchester Girls Choir, this was hardly surprising. One of her 
early delights was to be in the congregation for the Sandroyd School 

Carol Service which was directed by her son, Clive, in St Peter’s each 

year. But it was Audrey’s faith that enabled her to make an even 

more significant contribution to our spiritual life. After a fall in Bell 

Street, (in which she lost most of the skin on her lower leg), and a 
failed skin graft, she was told she would have to have her leg 

amputated the following morning. But prayer works and Jesus saves! 

The following morning the surgeon opened the dressings and 

declared, “It’s a miracle! It’s healed! That should not have happened!” 

Audrey joined our Healing Ministry Team and, later, our Healing on 
the Streets team and was out in the High Street in all weathers, 

sitting and chatting with folk and praying for them. She loved 

children, helped with the Reading Club, and each Sunday made a point 

of talking with our children after Sunday worship. Maybe the final 

miracle was that after only a short period of ill health, Audrey died 
suddenly - yet peacefully - while enjoying the care of the A & E staff 

in Odstock.     Clive

Keep Calm – Just keep flower – arranging!

A flower arranger’s lot is not an easy one 
Chaos reigns before the day has scarce begun. 

Collecting the things we will surely need

Is normally done with amazing speed.

However, it didn’t quite work out that way,

Oh! what a bother on a busy day.

Just had to get going - no time to worry

Already late and in a flurry!

A trip in the car by a husband dear

Soon replaces the lost and missing gear!

                                                                                                PTO
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In the peace of the church, not a single word

But the sound of snips is all that’s heard.
A sudden cry from the crypt below - 

The roses are dead! Oh no - Oh no!

A moment’s thought and “Plan B” takes shape -

Clever thinking gets us out of a nasty scrape!

“Where are the angels and where is the star?”
Never mind, we can manage just as we are!

 

An angel then falls from the niche above,

Crafted so well with patience and love.

Now, how can we make it stay in its place?
A glue gun’s the answer - we’ve got one (just in case!)

A lunch break is needed - to stop for a while.

It refreshes the soul - we come back with a smile.

Still lots to do to get to the end, 
As we stretch and reach and kneel and bend.

Losing your snips and bits of string

Is very much an arranger’s “thing”.

Still we continue ‘til every flower is in place, 

Beauty beaming from each little face.
 

We sweep and clean and pack away,

Much love and care has been given this day.

We’ve worked as a team - from despair to great mirth,

Celebrating together Christ’s wonderful birth.
MR

“Happiness keeps U sweet,

Trials keep U strong,

Sorrow keeps U human,

Failure keeps U humble,
Success keeps U glowing,

God keeps U going.”  

                                                     anon
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Our Christmas Carol Services and Christmas Day Communion were 

well attended despite the inclement weather, however some of 

our January services proved impossible to hold due to flooded 

roads.

THE ORCHARDS

Christingle 

Our service was again welcomed as a start to the festive 

celebrations, giving all who attended the opportunity to realise 

the importance of the work of the Children’s Society and to 

appreciate all that we have in the way of support of each other 

in our community. Special thanks to Audrey Trim for playing 

the organ for us and to those who supplied the refreshments 

after the service

Christmas Bingo

This was the first time we have attempted to organise a bingo 

for fundraising. The amazing sum of £436 was raised for our 

churches. Thank you to all who supported the event, either by 

attending or donating prizes or giving of their time, especially 

Mike Murphy who called for us.

“What am I supposed to do with this?”

 grumbled a motorist as a policeman handed him a speeding ticket.

“Keep it,” the policeman said. 

“When you collect four of them you get a bicycle.”  
From “A Barrel of Fun” J.John and Mark Stibbe
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St. Mary’s Motcombe

Candlelit SONGS OF PRAISE for Candlemas 4.00pm Sunday 2nd 
February 2014 in St Mary’s Church, Motcombe starting with tea and 

cake from 3.00pm. Come and sing some favourite hymns, especially 

some that sing about about light and joy.  Traditionally Candlemas was 

the time when the candles to be used in church in the coming year were 

blessed at this service.  Come and receive a gift of light.

TRIAL TIME CHANGE 1st Sunday of the Month from March 2014 

at 11am

We often receive requests to have a service that starts later in the 

morning, to enable those who need more time to get ready the chance 

to get to church more easily.  Though our service times are dependent 

on working with the other nine churches in the Shaftesbury Team, we 

have the opportunity to trial a service time of 11am  (instead of 9.30am) 

on the first Sunday of the month.  This service is a Communion Service 

using the Book of Common Prayer.  This trial will start in March 2014. 

ALL CHANGE for ALL AGE FAMILY WORSHIP  Thank you for those 
who have shared your diverse thoughts and comments about the All 

Age Family Worship on the third Sunday of the month.  It has con-

firmed that the format and style of this service is ready for refresh-

ment and renewal and we would like to continue to hear from more of 

you what your thoughts and comments are, so if you didn’t have chance 

to let us know, e-mail, write to, or speak to Eve,  evepegler@gmail.com; 

phone 01747 851442 or the churchwardens Dennis Jenkinson, 855476, 

dennisjenkinson@sky.com or Gill Waine, 01747 851442 

nickwaine@uwclub.net 

Taking into consideration the comments we have received so far, we are 
going to trial a different kind of gathering on Sunday 16th February at 

11am in place of the current all age family service. The aim will be to 

provide a space for reflection, worship and time to explore faith in God 

                                                                                                   PTO                   
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and the meaning of life, perhaps using  art, music in a way other than 
hymn singing, stories, questions, discussion and simply being together 

as a community.  Although there will be an underlying structure to our 

time together, it will be much less formal than we have come to expect 

in church.  We hope it will appeal to any age, to those who already 

attend church and those who don’t.   If you would like to be involved in 

the planning team for, this please let Eve know. And if you prefer 

traditional worship, don’t forget, on the same Sunday at 8am there will 

be a Holy Communion using the Book of Common Prayer.

How can your Village Church provide space and time for you to 

reflect on questions of life, faith and spirituality?

Our culture and lifestyle have undergone huge changes in our lifetime 

and will continue to develop in ways we can hardly imagine. While many 

find stability, comfort and inspiration in the familiar services on a 

Sunday that use a traditional format, there are others who wonder at 

the relevance of the church today or its compatibility with their own 

lifestyle.  If you are interested in getting together with others who 

are unafraid to put their views on the table in a positive and construc-

tive way about how the church can truly serve its community, come 

along to St Mary's Church at  8pm on Tuesday 25th February.

Thank you to all who contributed so generously to collections at 

services over the Christmas period.  £1083.54 was collected and will 

be split between Hope and Homes for Children and Toby’s Project.  

Thank you to all who worked so hard to prepare the church and the 

services for Christmas, including all who knitted sheep for the crib 

service, especially Joyce Bryant who, at short notice, knitted an extra 

20 sheep in five days to cover a shortage; we think there was one little 

one who didn’t get a sheep this year, and we found the lost sheep 

nestling in the flower display on the font, so if you went without, let me 

know.  Watch out next year for a sheep trail.  The thank you’s continue 
-  to Port Regis for our massive Christmas tree, which was particularly 

beautifully shaped this year and especially Rory and Chris for deliver-

ing it; and to the team who put it up - Sarah Jenkinson is awarded the 

church bravery medal for getting the star on the top!



Messy Church ‘Right place at the the right time - working with God 

for the good of all’  - Sunday 2nd March, 3pm-5pm in Motcombe 

Primary School Hall. There will be crafts, songs, and stories, a pamper 

table, banquet table and popcorn too, as the story of Esther reads like 

a blockbuster movie.  The afternoon finishes with a hot meal. 

If you can come please e-mail Sarah sarah@hakey.org.uk or Eve 

evepegler@gmail.com (01747 851442 ), so we can have enough for all.

Motcombe Pantomime - Dick Whittington - Friday 28th Feb and 

Saturday 1st March in the Village Hall.  Tickets available from the 

shop in early February.

Dates for your Diary

Coming in March/April - Daffodil Delights at Tom and Brenda Crabbe’s 

- an afternoon of tranquility, tea and spring flowers in the Crabbe’s 

garden. Date to be confirmed.

28th March - An evening of music in church in aid of school funds

27th April - Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Churchyard  What better way than to get some Vitamin D and an ace 

workout other than helping out in the churchyard when spring begins and 

moves into summer.  If you can help regularly or occasionally, please let 

Erika Bond know on 855929 or erika@halfmoonhouse.co.uk

From the Registers

We commend to God’s care and keeping those who have died especially 

Rolly Worlock and we pray for those who mourn the loss of loved ones.

Farewell to John and Lyn Hayes as they move to the Cotswolds.  John 
and Lyn have been valued members of our congregation for some years, 

and as well as serving the church in many ways, not least on the Church 

Council, as sidespeople, sacristan, Lay Worship Leader and Treasurer, 

they will be greatly missed as friends and fellow worshippers.  We give 

thanks for them and pray for their move and for their new life ahead.

For service times in St Mary’s Motcombe this month please see 
centre pages of Key Ring.
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WORD  SEARCH

©  BJP 2014

“I know a guy 

who’s addicted 

to brake fluid.  

He says he can stop

 any time”

“All the toilets

 in New York’s police

 stations have been stolen. 

The police have nothing to 

go on.”

P A C S U M E T E O R I T E T

L E P I N I M E G O T U L P E

A A R O E T I L L E T A S O R

N A R S L S P H E R E E C C R

E N M T E L Y N X V R M O S E

T D E N S U O J E E U M R O S

E R R R T A S N H I O E P R T

N O C U A U I P R N E N I T I

U M U T R N S A E E L S O C A

T E R A G O T E N G H A R E L

P D Y S M E L I B R A C O P N

E A T O N C A I D O Z S R S O

N A R A E C I T S L O S U A I

R H L S R A M U R T C E P S R

C P U C Y R O T A V R E S B O

CUP STAR APOLLO SPHERE SCORPIO EVENING STAR

LEO LIBRA ARCHER ZODIAC SOLSTICE OBSERVATORY

NET MENSA ASTRAL MERCURY SPECTRUM PLANETARIUM

HARE MUSCA GEMINI NEPTUNE ANDROMEDA TERRESTIAL

LYNX ORION PLANET PEGASUS METEORITE CHROMOSPHERE

MARS PLUTO SATURN PERSEUS SATELLITE SPECTROSCOPE

With the letters left 

over it is possible to 

find :  JUNO
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The editor reserves the right to omit articles which are too long, and 

perhaps not suitable for Key Ring.   It is in the interest of the reader for 

the editor to improve material in some way if necessary. Articles will 

be edited at the editor’s discretion. 

The views  expressed  in 

this publication  are not

  necessarily those 

of the  editor.  

Letters to the Editor  and articles  are  

welcome, but should not exceed 200 words. 

Name and address must be supplied.  
Only Promotions and advertisements for events 

within the Shaftesbury Team will be accepted.

Copy for March 2014

must  reach the editor, Beryl Pike at: 

4 Melbury Way, Shaftesbury SP7 8SN

or email: keyring@stmin.org.uk

   NO LATER THAN  Thursday 6th February

CHURCHES TOGETHER DURING LENT
Look out for a new way to come together during Lent.

The Lent courses won’t be operating in the normal fashion but we will 

come together for a meeting, possibly a film.  More details to follow.
Snowdrop Service for Weldmare Hospice Care trust.  

A reflective service on Sunday 23rd February at 3.00pm at Bell Street 

United Church.

Shrove Tuesday quiz at Bell Street United Church - March 4th at 

7.30pm   £2.50 to include pancakes and refreshments.

Women’s World Day of prayer service at St. Peter’s on Friday 7th 

March at 11.00am 

and on the same date at the Friend’s Meeting House at 7.30pm
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Contributed by C.C.


