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Leader Article

HAPPY LENT!

A previous incumbent in our team used to say on Ash Wednedsay “I wish 

you all a miserable Lent!”

 “Happy” and “Lent” are two words that don’t seem to go together in the 

Christian church! Yet the “gospel” is the “good news” – and surely the 

“good news” can’t leave  you miserable – can it?

I suppose it can if you see Lent as the fixing of hardbound rules of 

self-denial, the elimination of anything that brings you delight and 

happiness, and asceticism (that’s a posh and churchy word for giving up 

things for the good of your soul!).

Kirsty, as part of her ordination, training had to ask of me as her training 

incumbent, “What is your rule of life?” 

My answer? 

“Not to have a rule of life!”

After all, “If the Son has set you free you shall be free indeed!” 

Jesus came to set us free from rules which limit our God-given freedom 

and delight. He allowed himself to be criticised as a “drunkard and a 

glutton”, and criticised the Pharisees for all their rules which made them 

very “religious”, but not very Godly!  His lifestyle showed complete 

dependence on God – something I guess we all find difficult to emulate!

Yet one of the key messages that came to me, in leading the Revelation 

courses last month, was that as Christians and as Christian churches we 

have to be distinctive – not following the seductive ways  of the culture 

around us, keeping faithful to what we have been taught. One of the ways 

we can be distinctive is to be joyful in the face of adversity and hardship 

because Jesus is all about “good news”.

So how do we remain distinctive as Christians, joyful, yet repentant? 

Especially during Lent?                                                                    PTO                  
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First, let’s ask ourselves what is the key Christian value that makes us 

distinctive? Surely it is “LOVE”! We love God and our neighbour as 

ourselves. So, during Lent let us be more loving – within our churches and to 

those outside. If we want to give up something for Lent…

Let’s give up judging others – it’s not a loving thing to do. We are loved 

unconditionally by God, so let us do the same for others. 

Let’s give up being exclusive! Break down the barriers between God and his 

people. Think “Who are the people you wouldn’t want to come into church 

and sit next to you?” The homeless, children and young people, foreigners…? 

Jesus welcomed them all when others didn’t! If we don’t welcome others 

how can we expect Jesus to welcome us into his heavenly banquet? 

Let’s give up thinking of ourselves and put others’ needs before our own. 

JOY means Jesus first, Others second and Yourself last!The more we do 

that the happier we will be! And you will have repented by turning back to 

follow the ways of Jesus!

If you want to give up something that keeps you from Jesus – chocolate, 

alcohol, smoking, watching TV,or whatever – great, but do it joyfully. If any 

of these has a hold over you – eg. you can’t have a meal without a drink or 

you turn to chocolate every time you are stressed, then you are not putting 

your faith in the Lord.    

None of these things is harmful in itself – only if it is a prop which stops 

you from putting your trust in the Lord. So use Lent to break its hold over 

you. Every time you are tempted, pray, ”O God you are my comfort and my 

strength.” And delight in His “Shalom” - his blessing of peace. Or if money 

is your security use Lent to give more away!  You become distinctive because 

the world seems to expect us to follow its life of self-centred 

indulgence.We repent by putting our trust back in the one who can really 

help you through the stresses of life.

Being distinctive Christians isn’t about being “overly-religious” or “holier 

than thou” or rule-bound and miserable. It’s about living life to the full, but 

free of things that separate us from the love, grace and peace of God. That 

may well mean living more simply! It’s about living out the joy of the “good 

news” in a way that is infectious. (And if you want a good book to read during 

Lent try “How to be a bad Christian…and a better human being” by Dave 

Tomlinson!).
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So, whatever you do this Lent to draw closer to the Lord, do it in love 

for Him and for others, do it joyfully and do it because others will see 
the Christ that is in you  - and maybe they will want to turn their backs 

on the self-centred culture of the world about them and follow Him too. 

Have a really joyful and happy Lent! Alleluia!    

Clive

TEAM NEWS

TEAM SERVICE FOR ASH WEDNESDAY – 4th March 7.00pm at St 

James Church

This is a service when we remember our human weakness and humility, 
and are marked with the ashes of repentance. 

MOTHERING SUNDAY Sunday 30th March

Our next 5th Sunday is 30th March – Mothering Sunday. 

We felt it important that we are all in our own churches to celebrate 

with our local families, so there will not be a team service on that day. 

Our next team services will the on the Team weekend Sunday 11th May 

at Motcombe, then June 29th at St Thomas, Melbury Abbas.

TEAM  COUNCIL

Clive let us know that his resignation has gone to the Bishop with a view to 

moving out from Shaftesbury on 14th August.  Our Archdeacon has begun 

talks  with our team clergy with a view to appointing his successor.  One 

way forward would be to hold a joint PCC meeting to begin the process.  

It is necessary to create a Team Profile to set out the details and life of 

the team which is both attractive and realistic.  The post will be offered 

with 10 Heathfields Way as the Rectory.  

Team Rector posts are not always easy to recruit, but we have a lot that is 

positive going on here. We hope the Bishops and Archdeacon are already 

looking out for potential candidates for the Shaftesbury Team.  We need 

to be proactive.  Clive encouraged churches, if they have not done so, to 

start praying now for a replacement.
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TEAM TOGETHER WEEKEND Fri-Sunday 9-11th May 2014

The weekend  will start with  a Knit and Natter in St Peter’s Church Hall 

from 3pm and come together for “The Team’s Got Talent!”  - a concert of 

home-grown performers at Motcombe Primary School.

We are looking for you to provide a song, dance, recitation, poem, jokes, 

plays, instrumental pieces – anything to entertain us. We will enjoy a 

fish’n’chip supper to go with it! 

Then on Saturday we have a Children’s Activity Day in St Peter’s church 

hall, while others might like to pray at the new labyrinth at St James or 

learn about Social Networking at the Abbey School. 

Singers are invited to a join a Team Choir Workshop at Motcombe Church  

and perform a short recital of music which will then fit into the team 

service on the Sunday. 

If you like flowers, our experts will host a Flower Arranging Demonstration 

in St Peter's, and Margaret’s Marsh church invites you to their Plant Sale. 

Needleworkers might like to help create a banner to go to a church in South 

Sudan, while walkers are invited for a leisurely stroll from Melbury Abbas 

to Compton Abbas and enjoy a quiz on the way. On Saturday evening you are 

all invited to Shaftesbury Primary School for a Celeidh/Folk Dance led by 

Sam Skey. After all that we will all meet up at St Mary’s Motcombe at 

10.30am on the Sunday morning for a Team Service  led by Bishop Graham 

then finish our time together with a Shared Lunch (a picnic, if the weather 

is fine!). 

A detailed flyer with times and venues - and space to book your places -  will 

be in your churches soon. We pray that we will be united and enjoy the 

company of members of our churches through out the team doing together 

those things we enjoy!   Clive and the Clergy Team

The Team Retreat.  Dates to put in your diary!

This year’s Team Retreat will be held in September, at Abbey House, 

Glastonbury.  There will be more details in future issues of the Key Ring, 

but here are the dates so you can put them in your diary NOW.  Booking 

forms will be available after Easter. 

Shaftesbury Team Retreat will be held on 26th – 28th September 2014 

at Abbey House Glastonbury.
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TEAM NEWS continued

CHRISTIAN AID LUNCHES

Because Easter is later this year, the Christian Aid Committee have had 

a little more time after Christmas before planning the Lent Lunches, 

but, even so, the month of March has approached with alarming speed!  

The ‘Lunches’, as many of you know, have become an important part of 

the season of Lent and, thanks to the generosity of our supporters, are 

a major fund-raiser towards the important work of CA.  Some heart-

breaking images of suffering humanity have reached us via our TVs and 

the media.  Come along on one or more Fridays, enjoy the company, some 

delicious home-made soup and donate whatever you can spare.  The 
Lunches begin on 7th March and run for the next five Fridays, held in 

the Shaftesbury Town Hall as usual between noon and 1.30pm.  There 

will also be Traidcraft and Bring and Buy stalls.  

LPA  

Recently we have had so much rain and certain areas of the country have 

been particularly affected. Let us pray and hope that the farmers’ crops 

won’t be too drastically flooded and for people that have had to contend 

with flooded homes. I have noticed that the first signs of spring are 

here as the snowdrops show their white heads in Trinity Churchyard. 

We may well get some snow before Easter and I just thought I would 

share this poem with you all:-

“Oh! The snow, the beautiful snow,

                        How the flakes gather and laugh as they go.

Whirling about in maddening fun,
Chasing – laughing - hurrying by,

It lights on the face, and it sparkles the eye,

And the dogs with a bark and a bound

Snap at the crystals as they eddy around.

The town is alive and it’s heart in a glow,

To welcome the coming of beautiful snow.

It could certainly be a change from all this rain!”   

                                                                                    Sarah Hunt LPA
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TEAM  NEWS continued

“REVELATION” - REVEALED – RELEVANT FOR TODAY 

It has been great to lead a study of Revelation over the last 6 weeks. 

Although I know that there are still more questions to reflect on, bible 

cross references to chase up, symbols and meanings still to explore. I hope 

each of us will want to re-read Revelation in our own time and follow up 

those bits we did not have time to go into in detail. 

In each session we hosted the biblically significant 7 tables (7=God’s 

fulfilment) and around 42 members (42months=3.5years-1260days=a peri-

od before God brings his salvation to completion!). We had members of just 

about every church within Churches Together and from within our team. 

Members drew, used their visual imagination, prayed, wrote, searched and 

studied! Significant questions were raised and I hope we all engaged more 

deeply in the mystery that this wonderful graphic book offers. We were 

challenged by the letters to the churches – what is the Lord saying to our 

team churches? We were comforted by knowing that we are listed among 

the white robed saints and marked with the seal of Jesus. We were 

uplifted by the heavenly worship and rejoice in the simple message:  The 

Sovereign God is in control of all things. Keep faithful. Do not worry!

It’s not easy to find opportunities to study Revelation, but I hope those 

who joined in can see its relevance to our lives in the Spirit today. 

Clive

CHURCHES  TOGETHER

Tuesday March 4th Shrove Tuesday Quiz 

at Bell Street United Church at 7.30pm.   £2.50 to include pancakes 
and refreshments.

Friday 7th March   Women’s World Day of Prayer.

(See Enmore Green News) 

    Facts to Ponder

Let us keep our hearts wide open to the blessings life may send, 

and remember friendship comes to those who really are a friend.    

anon
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St. John’s,   Enmore Green 

Friday 7th March  Women’s World Day of Prayer

It is the turn of St. John’s and St. James to organize this service which 

this year has been prepared by the women of Egypt on the theme of 

‘Streams in the Desert’.  The morning service is at 11.00am in St. Peter’s 

Church and 7.30pm in the Friends’ Meeting House.  All welcome – not 

just women.
No Community Lunches during March and April because of the Lent 

Lunches run by various Churches in aid of Christian Aid on each Friday 

during Lent; 12noon to 1.30pm.   St. John’s and St. James will be pro-

ducing the soup and cheese lunch on Friday 21st March.

Next Community Lunch at St. John’s will be Friday 2nd May – make a 

note in your diary.

St. Johns’ Occasional Singers 

Rehearsals will begin again on Monday 3rd March at St. John’s  - 6.00pm 

to 7.00pm.  Brian Watts has kindly agreed to be our Music Director once 

again.  The Reflective Service is on Monday 14th April at 7.30pm. 
There is no audition for our Choir so, if you enjoy singing, please do come 

along. 

Mothering Sunday – 30th March at 11.15am

Flowers and Posies for all.

Saturday 12th April  St. John’s in the Town Hall

10.00am to 3.00pm
Lots of stalls including Plants, Home Made Cakes and refreshments all 

day.  We need everyone’s help as this is our major fund-raising event for 
the year.  Please be in touch with Elizabeth if you can be a volunteer on 

the day or can provide cakes, plants or tombola prizes – 850654.

Forward Dates for your Diary

Evensong on Sunday 6th April will remain at 3.30pm to accommodate 

the Mortal Flesh rehearsals and will move to the summer timing of 

6.30pm in May.
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Mortal Flesh – being the Story of Judas Iscariot
24th – 26th April 2014 in St. John’s Church

This play follows the fortunes of Judas Iscariot from the point when he 

flees his home in Judea to being chosen as one of the Twelve.  Then, 

through Christ’s ministry and the triumphant entrance into Jerusalem 

which triggered the beginnings of his uncertainty as to Christ’s Messianic 

status, the petty arguments and disagreements that set him apart from the 

other disciples and his act of betrayal which ensured he put his mark on 

history as the most despised figure in the Christian world.

Tickets are on sale now!   £8.00 for a reserved seat in the Nave; £6.00 

unreserved in the West Gallery (accessed by a spiral staircase).  

When booking please make cheques out to St. John’s Church, Enmore Green 

and state which evening and whether you wish to have reserved or unre-

served seats.  Send your request to: Jo Churchill, 6 Long Cross, Enmore 

Green, Shaftesbury SP7 8QP.   01747 850432

Parking will be in the Enmore Green Community Field on The Butts.  Mem-

bers of the Dorset Marshalls will be on hand to guide you.  £1.00 to be 

shared between the Community Field and The Marshalls.

St. Thomas,  Melbury Abbas
2nd March at 3pm Songs of Praise

We are delighted that Bishop Nicholas will be coming to this service and 
will bless our new facilities.  Refreshments will be served after the 

service.  This is going to be a wonderful occasion, so please invite your 

family and friends to come along and join us.

7th March Ash Wednesday Service at 7pm at St. James.

As is our custom, we meet together as a team for this service. Please 

come along to this service which marks the beginning of Lent.  If you 

require transport let either of the churchwardens or Jan know.

7th March

Breakfast in Church 8.30-9.30am

Why not pop along to church, bring a friend or two and have a delicious 
breakfast. Try our fruit juice, cereals, rolls and toast, preserves, fresh 

coffee or tea. Enjoy the fellowship with others over a meal.  All are 

welcome.  Following breakfast there will be a short Holy Communion in 

modern language.                                                                           PTO
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This is our first mid-week service which we will be having prior to the 

‘2nd Sunday’ service which will now be a Matins service.

7th March  Women’s World Day of Prayer at St. Peter’s.

Two members of our congregation will be reading the gospel in this 

service.

Christian Aid Lunches  Friday 28th March  in the Town Hall between 

12noon and 1.30pm.  This is the date when we are asked to produce soup 

and cheese for the lunch.  Ellen Brine will be organising this event.  

Please can you let her know what you will provide and if you are able to 

help on the day.

Lent Course 13th and 17th March

Lent Course continues ‘Living Faithfully.’  We are exploring what it 

means to follow Jesus in every day life?  If you missed the first session 

it’s not too late to come and join us.  Please let Jan know on 852545.

18th March

Lent outing with Bishop Graham - ‘Walking with God.’

Churches Together in Dorset invite you to join the Bishop who will be 

walking round Badbury Rings.  The walk starts at 10.30am in the car 
park.  Bring a packed lunch with you.

See the Noticeboard for further details.

20th March

‘Snip and Sew’ in church at 2pm.

We shall continue sewing the stoles for our Bishops in the Sudan.  If you 

would like to see what we are doing, or would like to join us for a cup of 

tea, you will be very welcome.

30th March We celebrate Mothering Sunday.

St. Thomas’s Preservation Society

Spring Event  

Friday 4th April at 7.30pm

At the Melbury Abbas Village Hall

A Brief History of Gardens in Dorset.

By Alan Eason.
We recommend you save this date.  More details in the April Key Ring. 

Everybody is very welcome.



12

St. James, Shaftesbury

Friends of St. James

A mulled Wine ‘ Get Together’ was held in the Church on Saturday 18th 

January.  It was planned to be very informal – no charge, no speeches – 
just being Friends.  We did have the Video of the proposed Restoration 

running and the detailed Architectural plans are on view all the time. We 

didn’t count heads, but during the two hours about 30 people popped in 

and all thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  Several said that it was good to 

have the opportunity to look at the video again.

The Annual General Meeting of the Friends will be on Thursday 20th 

March at 8.00pm in the Church.  All are welcome

Re-ordering.  As the full-scale plans to re-order are in part reliant on 

the upgrading of the car parking facilities, the re-ordering committee 
is awaiting the outcome of discussions with Highways and Planning as to 

how much of the parking area will be eligible for parking on a more 

regular basis.  There have been several open meetings where the 

community have had the freedom to express their views and concerns 

on re-ordering in general; on the whole the response has been positive.  

Part of the next phase is to find people willing to be ‘Project Manager’ 

and ‘Financial Planner’ and we might have to consider these as being 

salaried posts.  Should our car park not be eligible for upgrade, the 

committee will discuss a reduced phasing of renovations, which will 

freshen up our worship space and provide better lighting.

Building/Maintenance  The north roof repairs are now completed, but 

we await down pipes to be replaced.  The internal north wall which had 

the plaster removed is about to be rendered using part of the sifted 

material with the new render mix.  A few trees in the churchyard are 

due to be either removed or reduced to encourage new growth and allow   

wild flowers to re-establish.

Stewardship Campaign  The Autumn Stewardship campaign was well

                                                                                             PTO
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received and Revd Simon’s excellent delivery of facts and figures gave us 

all sufficient grounds for rethinking our giving to keep up with the costs 

of meeting our Share and covering maintenance and general running costs.

Services  All services are now at 9.30am CW with the second Sunday being 

BCP sung Merbeke with incense. A new initiative on the second Sunday is 

the Pilgrim service at 3.30pm wintertime and 6.30pm summertime.  This 
engages loosely with the contemplative style of worship on Iona with a 
different theme each month including musical interludes and song. 
Labyrinth   12 New display stakes have been made from galvanised metal 

and painted green to blend in with the rural environment. A grant from the 

St Aldhelm Trust was secured towards the making of these for which we 

are most grateful.  The remaining match funding has been raised within 

the church.  

ST JAMES’ CHURCH AND ABBEY SCHOOL.

We now have seven Prayer Partners from the congregation who attend 

monthly school worship in Church and sometimes worship in school. Three 

of the Prayer Partners recently attended Diocesan training for ‘Open the 

Book’ and others have previously attended courses on this method. ‘Open 

the Book’ is a scheme in which adults act out dramatic representations of 

Bible stories and invite the pupils to reflect on the central meaning of the 

story. We will be using this method with Abbey children in some worship 

times in Church.

Abbey School is also preparing a Quiet Garden as a place which can be 

used for reflection and also a stimulus for work in RE. This is part of a 

larger project to use the beautiful grounds at Abbey School to further 

appreciation of God’s Creation, develop responsibility for its care and 

explore Spirituality across the curriculum. So far a pond has been estab-

lished for dipping and science work, raised beds for a gardening project 

and a staged area is being developed for outside drama and music. The 

Quiet Garden will be part of this project and it is hoped that members of 

the congregation may like to sponsor a plant or a stepping stone at a later 

stage.

In addition the Labyrinth at St James has recently received new Notice 

Boards and during February, the month in which Education Day falls, 

Abbey Pupils will be contributing their thoughts on Education.



14

The Scholastic Book Fair will be held in the school hall from 25th 

February until 3rd March with hundreds of new books to browse and 

buy.  The commission received from book sales enables the school to buy 

lots of new books, so we do hope that you will support us and spread the 

word.  The book fair will be open for browsing from 8.30am to 9am and 
from 3.30pm to 4pm every school day.

Important Date for your Diary

Seventh Annual Recycling Sale in Aid of Sudan Medical Link will be 

held at the Town Hall on Saturday 15th March from 10am to 1pm.  If 

you have any items to donate for the sale please let Julian Richards 

know on 01747 852883.  Larger items can be collected.

Baptisms

29th December Annabel Jacqueline Gray
26th January  Seren Beau Adams

New Year Wedding

A miserable, wet and windy New Year's Day was brightened up consid-

erably by the occasion of the wedding of Debra Ingham-Barrow and 

Kevin Wiggin who chose St James for their nuptials.  

The bride wore a red velvet hooded cape over her white gown which, 

together with the lights on the Christmas tree, gave a warm glow to the 

occasion. 

During the signing of the register, Debra's four beautiful daughters, 
Isobel, Courtney, Shannon and Brittany entertained the congregation 

with a wonderfully harmonious rendition of the Glenn Miller classic 'The 

Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy of Company B' with the iconic World War II 

Tune.  

This was first recorded by The Andrews Sisters in 1941.  There wasn't 

a dry eye in the church when Revd Darrell Weyman welcomed Debra's 

daughters, Kevin's son Chris and daughter Aimie into the combined 

family.  The wedding was a truly wondrous occasion for the start of the 

New Year.
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 The Orchards and Margaret Marsh  

In the parish of East Orchard with Margaret Marsh and West Orchard 

we are fortunate to have three church buildings in which to worship, one 

in each of the villages.  In reality, as we are one parish, we are also one 

church whichever building we regularly worship in and when it seems 

sensible we come together to worship such as at Rogation, Christingle, 

Remembrance and Good Friday.   More recently we’ve joined together 
for Harvest and Mothering Sunday.

Attendance at Sunday services has fluctuated over the years and 

records show that the church communities have adapted and changed.  

We know that to many in the community the buildings themselves are 

important symbols of the faith they hold, but for many different 

reasons, they don’t need or want to express their faith on a Sunday in 

the format of worship on offer.  

At the end of January the PCC discussed the services offered in our 3 
churches and recognized that, for some time now, the numbers attend-

ing have been small in East Orchard. The joy of caring for and organizing 

the church has fallen on a few and is in danger of becoming a burden and 

so we looked for another way to offer service to God and the wider 

community.

One suggestion was to provide a place for anyone from the community 

to gather together for a chat over a tea or coffee. 

So in March and April, while traditional Sunday Services will take place 

in the church at West Orchard on the first Sunday of the month, in 

Margaret Marsh on the first, third and fourth Sunday, there will be no 
Sunday service in East Orchard, instead come on Wed 12th March and 

16th April from 2.30-3.30pm for tea, coffee, cake and space to chat.  

Anyone and everyone is welcome.  To be close to facilities we might need 

when coffee is flowing we are holding it in the home of Annie and Ray 

Barnes, Hollybank, just a little further along the road from the church.  

All welcome, wherever you live. Look forward to seeing you there.
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2014 will be an exciting time here in our parish and in the Team as a 
whole. Lots of events are being arranged, that we hope  as many of you 

as possible will be able to enjoy.

Lent Group - Orchards and Margaret Marsh - Using the novel 'The 

Shack' by W.P. Young come along and talk about the issues of life and 

faith it raises.  For more details see the posters, website or contact 

Rita Stranger on 01258 472331.

LENT LUNCHES - Fridays during Lent, Shaftesbury Town Hall, 

12noon-1.30pm with bring & buy and cake stall.  The Orchards and 
Margaret Marsh are on duty on 4th April.  Offers of help on the day or 

soup etc to Annie Barnes 01747 811333 or Nancy Roberts 01258 472129.

Fete 2014 - The Villages Country Fair - Saturday 2nd August at School 

House Farm, West Orchard.  Combining the parish fete with fundrais-

ing for  the Fortuneswell Cancer Trust.  Your help will be invaluable to 

making it a success. More info next month. (Ideas or offers of help to 

Jan Foot 01258472567 or Rita Stranger 01258472331).

Golf Day - Wednesday 13th August.

Would you like a Tractor for £1  Raffle for The Fortuneswell Cancer 

Trust to win a Ferguson TEA20 Tractor, £100 and £50. 

Tickets available 01258472567 

SPECIAL SERVICES

Mothering Sunday   30th March  11.15 am at Margaret Marsh

Good Friday       18th April  6.30 pm at Margaret Marsh

Easter Sunday             20th April      10am at Margaret Marsh 

                                   11.15am West Orchard

NB. Mothering Sunday Service is a combined service for all churches 

and villages in the parish.
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TEA, COFFEE, CAKE AND CHAT

All are welcome to come and drop by for a chat and cup of something on 

Wednesday 12th March from 2.30 - 3.30pm at the home of Annie and 

Ray Barnes, Hollybank, East Orchard (just up the road from the church).  

Take an hour for yourself and come with a friend or on your own, it will 

be great to see you.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 7th April, 7pm, West Orchard Church.

Messy Express at the Orchards and Margaret Marsh.

Sat 5th April 10.30am, West Orchard. 
More details from Jan Foot 01258 472567.

Team Weekend of Celebration 10th,11th&12th May. 

Check out and join in Team Celebration events (see Team pages at 

beginning of Key Ring).

Plant Sale and Refreshments on Saturday 10th May at Margaret Marsh.

 
 A local congregation had been looking forward to a visit

 from a prominent figure in the area, 

but unfortunately he was suddenly taken ill,

 and a local preacher had to take his place.

At the start of his sermon, he said, 

“ I’m a poor substitute - like a piece of cardboard

 you put over a hole when a window breaks.”

Afterwards, he was thanked by one of the members 

of the congregation, who said, 

“There was no need to apologise.  

You weren’t a bit of cardboard - you were a real pane!”

A compliment, or an insult?  You know, I’m not quite sure!

                                                                      anon
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St.  Peter’s Shaftesbury

HOLY COMMUNION

Often folk, who are new to the church and our funny ways, feel they are not 

“qualified” or allowed to receive communion - that this is for those who have 

passed a certain level of spirituality, or jumped through the right hoops. It 

is true that the Church of England teaches that Holy Communion is for the 

baptised of any denomination and those of good standing within their own 

church. So we welcome all Christians to receive from the Lord’s Table. In 

St Peter’s we welcome children who have been baptised too, and they learn 

in Sunday School what is happening with the bread and wine. It is a delight 

to see the reverence and sense of the Spirit that young children show when 

they know they taking part in something “very special”. 

But I feel the Lord is calling His church to be inclusive of all who are called 

to come to him. I have often said, “All those who love the Lord are welcome 

to receive bread and wine to remember Him.” Over Christmas, I felt even 

more sure than ever that the Lord was saying “Those whom I have called I 

will not turn away” and we welcomed almost all Midnight and Christmas Day 

worshippers  to receive His body and blood – engaging in the unfathomable 

mystery of Communion. For some this was new and strange. But I felt that 

we were being asked to break down the barriers that keep genuine seekers 

from the Lord’s healing grace and to welcome all to come and eat with us 

and with Him, just as Jesus ate with gentiles, touched the untouchable 

loved the unlovable and welcomed the outcast. 

In response, I was given a book, “Take this bread,” written by a successful 

American lesbian atheist journalist who one day entered a church, took 

bread and wine (what she called the “shocking moment of communion”)  and 

met the Lord (“not a symbolic wafer but the bread of life!”). Her life was 

changed in that instant. The Lord did not put up the  barriers that “the 

church” might have -  but showed His unconditional love and grace and set 

her on a path of amazing good works, despite struggling with her doubting 

colleagues and family  and the traumas of being sent to feed the poor, the 

thieves, the abusers and all sorts of people “nice” folk don’t want to know. 

The grace of God is indeed “amazing” and I am sure we are called to share 

it with all whom the Lord calls to Him. 
Clive           
                                                                    PTO
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

A big thank you to all those who have volunteered to help with Sunday 

school. It has been great to have you with us. Your patience, calm and 

support for the children and, most of all, me has given me renewed 

energy and hope. There are still places to fill so don’t hold back in 

offering to help! The more the merrier. Jean Thomas

WORSHIP AT ST PETER’S THIS MONTH

Please remember that our Family Service changes to the 1st Sunday of 

the month from Sunday 2nd March – at this service our young people 

will lead the worship – expect the unexpected! 
Sunday March 23rd is our Celebration of Wholeness and Healing. 

Sunday 30th is Mothering Sunday when we welcome pupils staff and 

parents from our Primary School for a Family Service.

On Saturday 29th we welcome our Mayor, Cllr Simon Pritchard to St 

Peter’s for his Civic Service.

Please see the centrefold for times and days.

READING GROUP

We now have 15 children on our list. They are lovely children who love 

the achievement of getting on to their next book. Most of the time we 
have just about enough adults to give 1 to 1 attention although we would 

always appreciate more. But there are times when people are on holiday 

and we have to double up. Is there anyone who would be prepared to be 

called on in an emergency to cover for absences? 

Please contact Jean Thomas 01747 855375

UPPER ROOM GROUP

We meet in St Peter’s Church Hall at 7pm for a light meal followed by 

a DVD presentation from The Jesus Lifestyle course. We then have 

small group discussions and finish by 9pm.

All are very welcome but please contact Jean (01747 855375) so that 
she can make catering arrangements.

March 5th How to handle Conflict

March 19th How to become a generous giver
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FROM THE REGISTERS

We baptised
Charlotte Isabelle Dodson born 19/06/13   baptised 02/02/14

We commended into the Lord’s care

Keith Matthews  died 22/01/14   funeral 11/02/14

We also remember Julian, brother of Jennifer Garner, who died in The 

Cedars after several months of their wonderful care.

PARABLE OF THE SNOWDROPS

I was walking through Holy Trinity churchyard on Sunday to see how the 

snowdrops, which we had help plant last year, were growing.

I was pleased to see them coming up, although not in profusion. Then I 
thought next year, provided the environment and climate is right, they 

will begin to clump up and make larger areas of white and in the years to 

come those clumps will have linked up to make a whole carpet of 

snowdrops growing in abundance – Alleluia!

Some of those clumps can then be divided to begin elsewhere…………….

St. Mary’s, Compton Abbas
Services in March

Sunday    2nd March   8.00 am Prayer Book Holy Communion

Sunday    16thMarch  11.00 am Holy Communion

Lent Lunches

This year there will, once again, be lunches in Shaftesbury Town Hall 

every Friday in Lent, to raise money for Christian Aid.  As usual, the 

churches in the Shaftesbury Team will take turns helping with this.  

Our turn will be on Friday 4th April, together with Margaret Marsh and 
East and West Orchard. We’ll need several gallons of homemade soup 

and lots of willing helpers to set out the hall, serve the soup, cut up 

bread and cheese and (of course!) do the washing up.  It is always an 

enjoyable event, both for the helpers and for the many people who come 

to lunch.  If you would like to take part, by making soup and/or

                                                                                                 PTO
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helping at the Town Hall, please contact Gillian Cross (Tel:811263  
email: gillian@gilliancross.co.uk). 

Dorothy Macleod. 1920-2014

There are several people in Compton Abbas who remember, with affec-

tion, Dorothy Macleod, who died in the last week of January.

She and Jock moved to Elbury Edge (in Hawkcombe Lane) in 1961 and as 

soon as they arrived were involved in anything to do with the church and 

the village.  They served the parish in a variety of ways.  Dorothy was a 

member of the P.C.C. for many years (also on the “flowers and locking 

up” rota) and was often to be discovered cleaning brass, hoovering 
carpets and generally helping to keep the church bright and clean.

She was a wonderful friend to many of us and we were particularly sad 

when she moved house, first to Fontmell Magna and eventually to Hays 

where she was much loved by the residents and staff.  We shall miss her 

enthusiasm, kindness, generosity and courtesy and our sympathy goes 

out to her family and her many friends.

Parish Map 

What is special about our parish?  What means most to you?  It might 

be something big, like the history of the village or something very small, 
like a wild flower.  Some people like to record field names and others 

enjoy watching birds and animals.  Or perhaps there are buildings that 

you think are particularly important.  Whatever it is, it could have a 

place on a parish map, because parish maps record what local people like 

best about the place where they live.

Very shortly there will be a meeting to talk about making a map of our 

parish.  If you’re interested in helping to make the map, or you’d like to 

suggest things to be included, watch out for posters and emails giving 

the date of the meeting.

“This evening at 7pm there will be a hymn singing 

in the park across from the Church. 

 Bring a blanket and be prepared to sin.”
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St. Mary’s Motcombe

Responding to some requests from those who find 9.30am difficult to get 

to church for, as well as trying to ease the number of priests needed at 

9.30am throughout the team on this day, St Mary’s, as a trial is  having their 

Book of Common Prayer service at 11am on the first Sunday of the month 

from March to July.  We would value your thoughts during this time to 

ensure, in the long term, we enable the service times to reflect the needs 

of as many as we can in the community.   It may be for some people 11am 

feels too late in the day, but just for a few months we would ask that you 

bear with the trial, and where you can, keep joining together to worship in 

order to build up your brothers and sisters in Christ in this congregation.  

Your feedback will be welcome at any time, but we will be asking for your 

comments on this trial especially by the end of May. ‘...let us consider how 

to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 

together, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

drawing near.’ Hebrews 10. 24-25

Messy Church 2nd March - 3pm - 5pm ‘Sampson - God’s strong man’

Sunday 13th April, 3pm-5pm ‘Garden of Gethsemene and the Journey to 

Easter’  - both at Motcombe Primary School Hall. There will be crafts, 

songs, stories, and the afternoon finishes with a hot meal.  If you can come 

please e-mail Sarah sarah@hakey.org.uk or Eve evepegler@gmail.com 

(01747 851442 ), so we can have enough for all.

Ash Wednesday 5th March, 7pm Team Service at St James, Shaftesbury.

Women’s World Day of Prayer - Streams in the Desert.  Friday 7th March, 

7.30pm in St Mary’s Church.  This annual service takes as its inspiration the 

women of Egypt.  The service is for every one, in spite of the title, men and 

children as well as women are very welcome.

Carbon Fast for Lent

We often use Lent to think on God’s deeper purposes for us and to discipline 

ourselves by giving up something which we normally use or enjoy.  This Lent 

we are honouring the tradition of Lenten sacrifice by encouraging a Carbon 

Fast (with help from Tearfund), by looking at our lifestyles as individuals 

and as a church. Tearfund provide daily suggestions for action e-mailed to 

individuals or provided in a booklet.  Themed for each week, they come in

                                                                                                         PTO
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the form of symbolic challenges, lifestyle prods, money-saving incentives, 

adventurous actions and prayer.  Called to safeguard the integrity of 

creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth, let’s join together to 

take simple actions to make a difference. 

For more info see www.thecarbonfast.org

Lent Group 

As part of our journey through Lent you are invited in March to set some 

of Friday mornings aside to reflect and grow in your own faith journey and 

that of our journey as a community. There are three parts to the morning.  

A quiet service of Holy Communion at 10am (as usual), followed by about 20 

-30 minutes of informal chat and tea, coffee and cake; at 11am, we will 

gather together using a bible text to look both practically and spiritually at 

what God might be saying to us this Lent. You are welcome to one, or all 

parts. If you’d like more details, speak to Eve 01747 851442, e-mail 

evepegler@gmail.com 

Love Life, Live Lent - Be the Change!  The booklet encourages us to make 

small, but revolutionary, changes to the world around us each day during 

Lent and includes a bible verse and short reflection for each day. Eve has 

two or three of these small booklets left over from last year if you would 

like one. 

Lent Lunches Every Friday in Lent, drop in from 12 - 1.30pm for a soup 

lunch, raising money for Christian Aid.  Motcombe’s turn to provide the 

lunch is on 14th March if you would like to help speak to Sylvia Charles 

(01747 850800).

Mothering Sunday - 30th March 2014 - 9.30am  Bring Mum, Nan, Neigh-

bours and friends to a service of song, readings and giving thanks for those 

who are, or who have been, like mothers to us.

‘Bring in the Springtime with Latin Jazz and Wine’ 

Friday 28th March, 7.30pm - An evening of music in St Mary’s Church, 

Motcombe in aid of school funds.  Russ Shipley and friends play music for 

all to enjoy.  Tickets £7.50 (to include a complementary glass of wine), 

available from Motcombe Community Shop every Thursday in March from 

9am-10am or by phone on: 07736 184124.

Sunday 6th April, 2pm - 4.30pm - Open Garden at Tom and Brenda 

Crabbe’s, Tomenda, The Street, Motcombe - an afternoon of tranquility, 

tea and spring flowers in the Crabbes’ garden. Come along and enjoy the 

beauty, delicious cakes and marvellous company.



Money to Spare  Motcombe United Charity exists to provide small grants 

or loans for the prevention or relief of poverty for children, young people, 

the elderly or disabled living in Motcombe or Enmore Green.  This charity 

has a healthy bank balance which needs distributing to anyone living in 

Motcombe or Enmore Green who have fallen on hard times, be it young 

children whose parents need help with uniform, travel etc, or the elderly 

who are unable to afford basic needs.  The charity next meets on 3rd 

March, please contact: Liz Pocock 01747 852647 jepocock@uwclub.net if 

you would like to apply.

 27th April - Annual Parochial Church Meeting

MOTCOMBE CHURCHYARD AND SPRINGCLEAN A beautiful churchyard. 

Even from the road you can  see through to the field beyond, and when you 

walk round to the back of the church you can appreciate the old trees, the 

gravestones  and the quiet atmosphere.  We need VOLUNTEERS to help us 

keep it tidy, though not regimented.   Could you spare one hour a month?  

After all, you may find yourself planted there one day. The churchyard 

Spring Clean is 21st and 22nd March, 10.30am - 12.30pm and we'd love it if 

you came along to find out what is involved.  If you can help regularly, or 

occasionally, please  contact Gill Waine on 851007 nickwaine@uwclub.net or 

Erika Bond 855929 erika@halfmoonhouse.co.uk

Prayer group  A prayer group meets on 1st Tuesday of the month to pray 

especially for those who have asked for our prayers.  If you would like to 

be part of this and would like more information, please speak to Audrey 

Hooper 01747 853867, audhoop@uwclub.net or if you have a prayer re-

quest, please contact her with the details.

From the Registers

This month we welcome in baptism Ben Hine

Congratulations to Laura Rose and Danny  Toogood married this month.

We commend to God’s care and keeping those who have died, especially 

Charlie Riggs, and we pray for those who mourn the loss of loved ones.

For service times in St Mary’s Motcombe this month please see centre 
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WORD  SEARCH

©  BJP 2014

A T S E V Y M O N O R T S A T

Z U I O A E S U N A R U N H E

I C R T L R N A N O R O C Y L

M A U O A A T U A S I T H A E

U S N A R N R H S T E P C D S

T S I R O A A T A M A O E S C

H I V T R E M L O R B L N P O

A O E C B R L C G O I L T U P

L P R E I E S O D I N U A T E

L E S P T Y R O G R A X U N X

E I E S E O C A R D D N R I E

P A N L E A I N A T I T T K T

A O L T S U P U L A R D Y H R

C A E B A R C G A N Y M E D E

H M N R O C I N U G N I K I V

ORB GIANT SOLAR POLLUX CENTAUR UNIVERSE

RAM HYADS TITAN URANUS SPECTRA ASTRONOMY

ARGO HYDRA VENUS VERTEX SPUTNIK TELESCOPE

CRAB LUPUS VESTA VIKING TITANIA CASSIOPEIA

DRACO NADIR AURORA AZIMUTH UNICORN HALLEYS COMET

EARTH ORBIT CORONA CAPELLA GANYMEDE CONSTELLATION

METEOROGRAPHY

With the letters left 

over it is possible to 

find : ASTEROID

Q.“What are steroids?

A. Things for keeping

 carpets still on the stairs.”

Q.  Explain one of the processes by 

which water can be made safe to drink.

A. Flirtation makes water safe to drink 
because it removes large pollutants like 

grit, sand, dead sheep and canoeists.
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The editor reserves the right to omit articles which are too long, and 

perhaps not suitable for Key Ring.   It is in the interest of the reader for 

the editor to improve material in some way if necessary. Articles will 

be edited at the editor’s discretion. 

The views  expressed  in 

this publication  are not

  necessarily those 

of the  editor.  

Letters to the Editor  and articles  are  

welcome, but should not exceed 200 words. 

Name and address must be supplied.  
Only Promotions and advertisements for events 

within the Shaftesbury Team will be accepted.

Copy for March 2014

must  reach the editor, Beryl Pike at: 

4 Melbury Way, Shaftesbury SP7 8SN

or email: keyring@stmin.org.uk

   NO LATER THAN MIDDAY

 Thursday 13th  March

Gold Hill Museum is planning a new exhibition to commemorate the centenary of the 

Great War for the 2014 season. We are keen to focus on local people and their experiences, 

both civilians and armed forces and we need your help!  If you have stories please get in 

touch.  Contact Claire Ryley  01747 852157 or  education@goldhillmuseum.org.
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