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Leader Article

From St James’s Vicarage

It’s great to be a father with two small children growing up: Grace is now 

two and three quarters and Arthur is nearly one and a half. There is so 

much joy in seeing them experience life, in discovering new things and 

new skills and in seeing them delight in marvellous things that we just 

take for granted: such as the preciousness of a flower, or the glee at 

seeing a snail move. Life for them is full of wonder and excitement. It is 

no wonder that Jesus in his encounter with children (Mark 10.13-16) said 

“It is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs”, because in 

them, life in all its fullness is just daily experienced and love and laughter 

just flow automatically at every opportunity. Jenny and I as parents are 

truly blessed with Grace and Arthur; it is something to be daily thankful 

for. Not that I should paint too rosy a picture and to be honest, Grace 

has reached what is often referred to as the ‘Terrible Twos’. Her sense 

of freedom of being an individual is balanced by her desire to get what 

she wants, however illogical it may be. This is often displayed instantly 

with a ‘terrible two’ dramatic outburst. A good example of this would be 

a few weeks back when in the park on Mill road, near the cathedral in 

Salisbury, Grace had been happily feeding bread to the ducks giggling 

and laughing while Arthur enjoyed toddling around, but then she declared 

she wanted to take one of the ducks home. Jenny replied  “Oh darling we 

can’t, they live here” - well this was the end of the world for Grace, she 

threw herself on the floor and started to scream in protest kicking her 

legs and bawling. Of course the ducks quickly disappeared at her 

screams, but her outburst didn’t stop. It took all our skill at parental 

distraction to get her to focus on something else and move her on saving 

us from extra embarrassment.                                     .              

PTO
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I have to confess, I love the reading where people are bringing little 

children to Jesus and the disciples try and stop them (Mark 10.13-16) 

and it is one of the favourite readings at baptism, which I seem to be 

doing a plethora of at the moment. Because if we think it is only the 

innocent aspect, or the quality of acceptance in children that the gospel 

writer is talking about, I think we miss the full picture. In fact, children 

do beautifully possess these qualities, but they also have with them, as 

part of the ‘package’, the ability to have those dramatic tantrums almost 

in an instant. And thank God for that! Because, even we as grown-ups also 

have those ‘moments’, maybe not so externally displayed but often 

internally frustrated - but then that’s what it is to be human and even 

then we are still part of God’s kingdom. I love the feeling that God, as a 

loving parent, full of that ‘agape’ love looks on us, as we sometimes 

scream and shout, and he still smiles and says “don’t worry my child, 

you’re part of the kingdom - come to me”. And he loves us, like a parent 

loves a child, because he wants to see us grow to our fullness and be the 

people he wants us to be.

During the vacancy, or should I now say vacancies, some of us may scream 

and shout a little as our churches change, but we trust that God as a 

loving parent will provide for us and care for us. 

I suppose for Jenny and I as parents, we sometimes feel that it will be 

great when Grace has got over the ‘terrible twos’, not that we want to 

wish her childhood away, but that we wish to have a less exhausting time. 

For us as church members, we may wish that the vacancies were over, 

not that we want to wish our lives away, but that we want to reach a less 

challenging time for ourselves. But in both cases, it is in the challenges 

of life that we often grow the most, especially if we are listening to our 

loving parent God.
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TEAM NEWS
A Prayer for the Vacancy

 God, you alone call us to your service, 

 we pray that you will open the heart and mind 

 of the person you are already calling 

 to the post of team Rector here in Shaftesbury. 

 Help them hear your call, follow your path, 

 and respond to your call. 

 And responding, then strengthen your Kingdom here among us. 

 We pray discernment for our Bishops, our Archdeacon 

 and for our parish representatives 

 as they complete the interview process, 

 and for strength to all our churches during the vacancies. 

 Lord God, Your will be done, your kingdom come.      Amen

LPA

Six of us have been to a Quiet Day for L.P.A's at the Friary of St Francis 

at Hilfield near Dorchester, 

We were lucky and the weather was kind to us which meant we were able 

spend some quiet time just walking round the grounds and sitting outside in 

the sunshine enjoying the peace around us. 

Friar Giles led our day in a gentle and loving way and he told us how the 

Friary is a  mixed Community of Franciscan Brothers, families and single 

people who all take part in looking after the Friary and its grounds (they try 

to be as self-sufficient as possible) they also welcome those in need of 

respite from troubles in their lives - whilst others go out into the Commu-

nity to share in parish life and community activities. The thought going 

through the day was- Let your God love you - be silent, be still and know that 

I am God  - as we lead our busy lives this is something that we can all 

remember - to take time out and 'just be with God'.          A.D.

A New House Group began meeting on 25th September.  It is a 

reflective group that focuses on modern writing about being a Christian in 

today’s world.  The group will meet fortnightly, on Thursday evenings, in the 

Enmore Green area.  It is open to anyone from the Shaftesbury Team.

If you’re interested in joining, contact Karen Dickson 

(karenadickson@yahoo.co.uk  01747 855343) for more information.
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CHRISTIAN AID EVENTS IN OCTOBER
The committee are holding two events this month.  Firstly our annual 

HARVEST LUNCH which will take place in the Town Hall, Shaftesbury on 

Friday 3rd October, when we will be serving some delicious and nourishing 

home-made soup as usual, accompanied with bread and cheese.  Come along 

between noon and 1.30pm, meet friends and enjoy the communal get-togeth-

er.  The second invitation is to take part in our QUIZ which has become 

very popular over the last few years.  This will be held in Father’s House on 

Thursday October 30th and a Ploughman’s Supper will be served half way 

through the proceedings.  Questions begin at 7.30pm, so come a little 

earlier to get seated.  To assist  catering, let your church representative 

know how many teams (of four - six) will be taking part, or ring 01747 854294.

Finally, a glimpse into CA’s work this year.  The following is an extract from 

a letter sent to the Shaftesbury Committee thanking everyone who has 

supported the various events and contributed so generously.  The Regional 

Administrator, Lindsay Jones, writes:

“Our theme for Christian Aid Week this year has been tackling violence and 

building peace, with a focus on the ways in which our partners around the 

world provide life-saving support for people caught up in conflict, help 

rebuild lives in its aftermath and tackle the causes of conflict.  You may 

have heard stories from South Sudan, Columbia and Iraq, highlighting the 

challenges they face”.

With the recent events in the Middle East, we feel sure you will agree that 

this statement resonates very strongly.            S.B.

Reading Club at Shaftesbury Primary School 
The Club started again on September 25th. 

Volunteers from St Peter's and elsewhere give about an hour of their time 

from 3.15pm each Thursday afternoon in term time to read one-to-one with 

a child who needs literacy support.  

The sessions will also include literacy games this year. We operate for 

around 30 weeks in the year. Regular volunteers are particularly welcome, 

but some regulars inevitably have to miss some sessions, so any days you can 

give would help. Please contact Ros Wetherilt on 01747 851577 or 

ros.wetherilt@yahoo.co.uk if you might be able to contribute to this valued 

work.
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Team News continued
Show Report 2014

This year the Shaftesbury Team were tasked with running the deanery hospitality 

tent at the Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show on August 20th.

Simple enough, you would think.  After all, we do it every second year, but heading 

it up for the first time myself, there were lots of things to discover about logistics.  

First, locate your tent.  The tent is kindly provided by the Show and, this year, it was 

moved about a hundred yards from the location in recent years – a point which 

puzzled some of the early session volunteers at 8am on show day, as well as some 

of our regular patrons.  The night before tables and chairs, provisions and decoration 

were dropped off (thanks to those who did this), and then set up began.  Special 

thanks to Jo and Marigold Rumble who transformed the tent into a hospitable cafe, 

complete with flowers, and to Jenny Webb for designing us a reflective corner.

On Wednesday, we arrived early to set up, soon urns were boiling for tea and – our 

innovation this year – fair trade filter coffee to replace the traditional instant.  This 

earned a warm welcome all round.  Then we needed to erect the banner above the 

entrance to our tent; a more challenging task than one might expect, especially if 

one decides to leave the scissors neatly stored underneath one’s windscreen wipers!  

But by 8.30am we were in action as our first visitors arrived, regulars from previous 

shows.  We learned that part of our USP is that we allow dogs in the tent, while most 

other facilities at the show have now found it necessary to ban them

By the time our second shift of volunteers joined us at 9.30am, there was a gentle 

hum of happy conversation and throughout the day there was a bustling atmosphere, 

but also a sense that we provided a comfortable and friendly point of rest and 

recovery from the exertion of getting round the show, which had one of its best days 

ever.

We brought our efforts to a close around 5.30pm and began to pack up. There was 

a great feeling of a valuable contribution, flying the flag for the church in one of the 

area’s most significant events of the year.  Old friends and new appreciated our 

presence.  We reinforced existing relationships and built new ones.  Just over £400 

was raised for the Deanery Ordinands’ Fund.   A huge thank you to all the 

volunteers who so cheerfully serve, and those who work away in the background.

Invitation to All - You are invited to Eve’s Licensing Service on Tuesday 
28th October.  The service begins at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Church, 
Gillingham, finishing with refreshments.  Prior to that you are welcome 
to join a prayer walk, beginning at 6pm with a blessing at The Vicarage, 
49 Fernbrook Lane, moving on to pray at The Grange, St Mary’s Primary 
School and in the town on the way to St Mary’s church.  
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St. Mary’s,  Compton Abbas

 

Services in October

Sunday   5th October   8.00 am Prayer Book Holy Communion

Sunday 19th October  11.00 am Holy Communion with hymns

Coffee morning and Parish Map update

The next village coffee morning will be on Saturday 4th October, from 10am to 

12noon in the Church Hall.  Bring your spare books and plants to swap, meet 

your neighbours and catch up on local news.  You’ll also be able to see the 

results of the Parish Map Survey.  Over a quarter of the questionnaires were 
returned – a very good result – and the map group has begun thinking about how 

to make a map that will show what we most value about Compton Abbas and 

Twyford.

Quiz =ight

There will be a Village Quiz Night in the Church Hall on Friday 7th November.  
Arrive at 7.00pm to register your team – or come on your own and make up a 

team on the night.  The quiz will start promptly at 7.30pm and a light supper will 

be provided halfway through.  For more details, watch out for posters, look on 
the team website or contact Gillian Cross (811263  gillian@gilliancross.co.uk) 

who will be happy to sell you a ticket.

Remembrance Service – Sunday 9th =ovember 10.55am

In our Remembrance Service this year we shall be remembering particularly 

those from our parish who died in the First World War.  Their names are on the 
war memorial in the side chapel and there will be a chance to learn more about 

them and where they are buried.

Jubilee Obelisk

The new inscription for the Jubilee Obelisk is being prepared by the sculptor Ed 

Closier and the obelisk is also being cleaned, so that the Victorian inscriptions 
can be read more clearly.  We’re planning to dedicate the new inscription after 

the Remembrance Service on 9th November.  Thank you to all the people whose 

contributions have made this possible.  We hope everyone will come to the 
dedication and join us afterwards for coffee in the Church Hall.

Wedding

Congratulations and good wishes to Katherine Cross and Stephen Morgan who 

were married in St Mary’s on 5th July.
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St.  Peter’s Shaftesbury

From October onwards, our twice-monthly 11.30am Sunday Holy Com-

munion service will be suspended.  This is unavoidable whilst the team 

carries two vacancies.  There may be occasions when other services 

have to be omitted for a particular week.  In October for instance, 

our main service is at 9.30am for the first two Sundays, then we host 

Team Services at St Peters at 6.30pm on the third Sunday, and at 
10am onthe fourth Sunday.  Do check the monthly schedule posted 

outside the church and the listings for a week ahead in the pew sheet.

Our Harvest Festival supper will be in St Peter’s Hall on Saturday, 

11th October.  The sign up sheet will be posted in the Church.

We were sad to learn in August that our Director of Music, Greg 

Underwood, will be retiring after Christmas, on medical advice.  

Fortunately we still have the last quarter of the year to continue to 

enjoy the excellence which Greg has brought to our music and in that 
time there will be opportunities to celebrate his contribution.

Those who attended the farewell supper for Clive and Jean will know 

that the photographic record of their Shaftesbury years compiled by 

Elizabeth Selwood was delayed at the printers.  The hard copy is now 

safely in Ilfracombe.  There was an opportunity to view it on screen in 

church one Sunday morning in August.  If you missed this but would 

still like to view it, we hope to organise another showing at a suitable 

future event, probably the HarvestService  It may also be possible to 

make DVD copies for sale.  Please record your interest by speaking to 
one of the churchwardens, or emailing Elizabeth 

(tande.selwood@gmail.com)

Shoe Box Appeal 2014 - It is the time of year to start packing shoe 

boxes for Christmas delivery to children in desperate need all over 

the World who may never have received a present or owned a toy.  

                                                                                                    PTO
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If you are not already involved with Operation Christmas Child else-

where, we invite you to participate with us at St Peter’s. Operation 

Christmas Child is the World’s largest children’s Christmas appeal and 
has sent millions of shoeboxes packed full of small gifts distributed to 

children who really need them. 

The shoe boxes need to be ready for collection in November so that 

they can be delivered in time for Christmas. Some people have already 

responded to the monthly suggestion of items and we thank all who have 

contributed so far. The priority in October will be consumables: tooth-

paste, toothbrushes, soap and flannels and wrapped sweets, but NOT 

chocolate. It is also time to start on the knitting patterns, especially 

glove puppets and woolly hats. 

If you would like to complete your own box, you will need to pick up a 

leaflet from St Peter’s which gives guidance about what to pack and 

what to leave out. Remember, you will need to keep the age and gender 

of the recipient in mind. Your filled shoe box will need to be returned to 

St Peter’s by the 9.30a.m.service on Sunday16th November, when the 

shoe boxes will be collected and blessed prior to being sent off. 

If you would prefer to donate items to be packed by someone else, small 

balls, knitted glove puppets, small soft toys, soap, toothpaste and 

toothbrushes, combs, hats, gloves, small toys such as model cars, jig-
saws, playing cards, notepads, pens, pencils, crayons and wrapped sweets 

are all welcome, but must be new. The cream swing bin is available in St 

Peter’s for you to leave your contributions. We are also asked to make 

a donation of at least £3 per box to cover administration and transpor-

tation of the boxes. 

If you would prefer to make a monetary donation please let Elizabeth 

Selwood have it before the end of October. She will then make up a shoe 

box on your behalf. For further information contact Elizabeth on 

01747853738, tande.selwood@gmail.com or pick up a leaflet from 
church.
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It has been a HOTS summer. Those who have been shopping in the 

centre of Shaftesbury on a Saturday morning will have noticed why. 
Every Saturday morning between 10.30 and about 12.00 some of the 

churches in Shaftesbury have been offering a service called “Healing On 

The Streets” (or HOTS for short) outside St. Peter’s Church in front 

of the Town Hall.  A team of people take it in turns to offer to pray for 

people who would like prayer. Members of the churches from St.Peters, 

Father’s House and Motcombe join together as a team to pray in St. 

Peter’s and then be available for anyone who wants prayer. We believe 

that God is still in the business of healing people, just as He was when 

Jesus walked the earth and feel that, as His representatives he has 

asked us to carry on His healing ministry to those in need in our local 
community.  This ministry is open to all and includes physical, emotional 

and spiritual healing. I personally have been amazed at the number of 

people who have been courageous enough to express their need and ask 

for prayer. 

It has been a great encouragement to those involved in the ministry 

that every week there are people who ask for, and receive, prayer. The 

great advantage of being close to St. Peters is that people who prefer 

to pray privately can move into the church if they feel intimidated by 

praying “on the Streets”. There have been exciting times when God has 

met the needs of individuals in the realm of healing and although 
feedback is less common than in a church setting, we have had individu-

als complain when, for whatever reason, the team has been unable to 

attend on a Saturday. The ministry tends to run from April through to 

October when the weather is better and, if anyone is interested in 

either receiving prayer or joining the prayer team, they should contact 

one of the churches named above.  Alternatively, just drop by when the 

team is operating on a Saturday morning, although we will be winding 

down for this year by the time this is published. 

So here’s hoping we will have another great HOTS summer in 2015.
Deane Gardiner  (Team Co-ordinator)

From the Registers – Baptisms

17/8/2014  Jessica Emma Oram (Robert Malpas’s granddaughter)

7/9/2014  Abigail Emily Prichard, Toby Jack Prichard
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

The Country Show  held on 2nd August 

to raise funds for The Fortuneswell Trust and our Local Church-

es: 

We have our final outcome to the day including the income from a 
really successful Golf Day which ended with supper served to over 

60 . Thanks again to John Stranger for organising the golf and Lynn 

Stranger for organising the evening, also all who helped serving and 

washing up!! 

We raised a fantastic sum of £12440.  £5463 of this came from The 
Raffle of Colin’s Ferguson T20 Tractor which was won by one of our 

parishoners Margaret Stokes. 

£7208 was raised for the Fortuneswell Cancer Trust the remaining 

money shared between our churches

Teas and Chat

Our next afternoon will be held in Margaret Marsh, venue TBA. We 

hope to continue these times together on a monthly basis and 

welcome anyone who has not yet joined us. Times are 2.30pm to 

3.30pm 

MARGARET MARSH

Harvest Service Sunday 5th October: We welcome everyone to our 

joint service. Please bring along harvest items to the church. There 

will be an auction of harvest gifts following the service

THE ORCHARDS

Jumble Collection

Don't forget our jumble collection which is on 24th November. The 

company have now told us they they do not want household items, 
such as bedding and curtains, but still would like good quality adults’ 

and childrens’ clothing, shoes, belts, handbags, soft toys and jewel-

lery.  
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The blue bags should be here early in October and they will be 

distributed, but do remember that you can use regular bin liners if 

you have them. 

Christmas Bazaar

Kathy Gyngell, who lives opposite Annie Barnes at Gullivers Farm, 

East Orchard has very kindly offered to host the Christmas Bazaar 

this year which will be held on Saturday 22nd November from 

10.30am to 12 noon. There will be  cakes, handmade cards, tombola, 

gifts, raffle and seasonal refreshments. Now is the time to get busy 
with those handicraft items which are always a favourite. As usual, 

donations of items for the stalls would be very much appreciated. If 

you have any ideas or are able to help on the day please contact Annie 

on 01747 811333.

We will be once again having a Christmas Bingo in December. Date 

and venue will be given next month.

Services

REMINDER :Our Harvest Festival Service this year will be a joint 
service to be held at Margaret Marsh on Sunday 5 October at 11.00am

Remembrance 9th November 10.45am at East Orchard

Carol Service 14th December at 11.00 am at Margaret Marsh
Carol Service 14th December at 6.30pm at East Orchard

Christingle 24th December at 3.00pm at West Orchard

Christmas Day Communion 25th December at Margaret Marsh 

Time to tba.

Please Note.  There will be no services at West Orchard on 

5th October or 4th January 2015
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About Robin Miller:
After 34 years with the British Army, Robin Miller retired in November 2006.  

Living in Shaftesbury Dorset, over the last seven years he has raised funds for 
Service and civilian charities.  He has completed twenty-one presentations, and 

is preparing more, suitable for regional groups, organisations and associations 

in Southern England within a 100 miles radius of Shaftesbury.  He has already 
raised £9,000 for local and national charities and delivered a hundred and fifty- 

two presentations to 84 different organisations in Southwest England:  thirty- 

two Probus, seven U3A, five Rotary, eight Services organisations, thirty two 
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St.  James’s Shaftesbury

Abbey School

Autumn term began for Abbey School staff on September 1st and for 

pupils on September 3rd.  Staff and Governors enjoyed lunch together 

on the first day of term.  Some improvements have been made to the 

school building during the holidays which will benefit staff and pupils.

On September 3rd, led by Simon, short services were held in the 

church at 9am and 1pm for parents of children starting school for the 

first time.  Prayer Partners provided coffee and biscuits and offered 

tissues, if needed.  However, most of the children went into school 

without a backward glance.  Each parent was given a beautiful rose with 

the following inscription:  Receive this flower as a sign of our love for 
you this day.  Keep in mind your love for your child and know that God's 
love for you is just as deep.  

Prayer Partners and staff shared coffee and cake at the mid-morning 

break on September 5th.  

We wish everyone at Abbey School a happy and successful term.

Pilgrim Service

Another successful service took place on Sunday September 14th, the 

theme this month being 'Refreshments', and the varieties we might 

expect on the way.  After the service we had a convivial and simple 

meal of soup and bread washed down with wine or squash. 

Reminder – There are packs of 4 water colour cards of St James’s 

Church for sale at the back of the church, priced at £2.50.

Diary Dates

Wednesday 1st October at 2pm - An 'Open The Book' production of 

'The Two Sons', Nathan and Luke - and which one ends up doing his 

father's bidding is being performed by the Prayer Partners at the 

school's assembly in church.  All are welcome.            

                                                                                                             PTO
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Sunday 12th October at 6.00pm – Pilgrim Service to which all are 

welcome.  This is a lively and informal service exploring our pilgrim 

journey through this life in a different and thought-provoking way.  It 

is accompanied by music and songs in the Celtic style and a talk which 

speaks to each of us wherever we are, followed by refreshments and 

fellowship afterwards. 

Sunday 19th October at 9.30am. Harvest Thanksgiving Service.  

Please bring non-perishable items suitable for the Food Bank.  Bring & 

Share Lunch in church from 12.30-2.0pm, at which the Christmas 

Draw tickets will be distributed.  All most welcome.

Saturday 22nd November – 7.30pm.  Nick Crump and Friends, with 

light refreshments.

Saturday 29th November – Christmas Fair.  

This date will be upon us before we know it!  Please start thinking 

about it and bearing in mind that we need stock for the following 

stalls:  Cakes, Gifts, Tombola, Books and CDs, Preserves, Christmas 

Decorations, Glassware, the Red Stall and Children's Toys.  So if you 

have anything that would be suitable, something that you would be 

happy to give someone as a gift, please put it to one side.

Future Events  

If you would like to organise an event, either for an evening or a 1st 

or 3rd Sunday afternoon,  perhaps followed by Tea, please let Philippa 

(812365) or Alan (852820) know.  If you have any ideas, on a grand 

scale which would help us on the way with our commitment to match 

funding for the church renovations, even better!

The Christmas Raffle tickets will be drawn after the Carol Service 

which is on Monday 22nd December at 7.0pm.
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 The Cross in My Pocket  
Beautiful little pocket-sized hand-crocheted crosses can be bought 

from the Friends' Shop at Salisbury Hospital.  Each comes with the fol-
lowing verse enclosed, but there is no author/poet's name included.

I carry a cross in my pocket
A simple reminder to me

Of the fact that I am a Christian
No matter where I may be.

This little cross is not magic
Nor is it a good luck charm
It isn't meant to protect me
From every physical harm.

It's not for identification
For all the world to see

Its simply an understanding
Between my Saviour and me.

When I put my hand in my pocket
To bring out a coin or a key

The cross is there to remind me
Of the price He paid for me.

It reminds me too, to be thankful
For my blessings day by day

And to strive to serve Him better
In all I do or say.

It is also a daily reminder
Of the peace and comfort I share
With all who know my Master

And give themselves to His care.

So I carry a cross in my pocket
Reminding no one but me

That Jesus Christ is Lord of my life
If only I'll let him be.
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St. John's Enmore Green

Friday 3rd October  – no community lunch, due to the Christian Aid 

Harvest Lunch in the Town Hall,  but instead

Harvest Supper in the Church. All welcome  7.00pm. 

£6.00 Please phone Elizabeth Preston on 01747 850654 or Jo Churchill on 

01747 850432 to reserve a place.

Sunday 5th October

6.30pm.  Evensong – traditional language

This will be a special service to give thanks for the Shaftesbury Carnival 

and representatives from the Carnival will be joining us.

Do come along.

Sunday 19th October  

Stories at Tea-time from 3-5pm  is an opportunity for young families to 

get together. We meet in the Church Hall at the top of Church Hill and 

start with craft and games, have a bible story, often acted, do some singing 

and generally have fun. We finish with tea.  Why not come and join us? 

Please ring Elizabeth on 01747 850654 if you would like further details or 

if you, or your child, has any dietary or special needs. There is no charge 

but a small donation towards costs will be appreciated.

Plant and Produce Stall

Once again this has been very successful and we are very grateful to 

everyone who has contributed or bought plants and produce. It is quite a 

social gathering point and has raised nearly £450. Thank you all very much. 

St. John’s Occasional Singers

The Singers, under their conductor Brian Watts,  meet together twice a 

year – once for the annual Carol Service and then for a reflective service 

at Easter.   There is no audition and everyone is welcome.  The Carol Service 

this year will be on Sunday 21st December and the Singers will start 

rehearsing on Monday 3rd November.  We meet in St. John’s from 6.00pm 

to 7.00pm.  If you want to know more about the sort of music we sing please 

contact Jo Churchill on 01747 850432.
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St. Thomas’s Melbury Abbas

Dorset Historic Churches Trust ‘Ride and Stride’ Many thanks to 

RodneyAtwood, and Richard Poole who took part in this event.  It is a 

wonderful way in helping our church financially but also supporting the 

Dorset Historic Churches Trust. This year the Trust has helped us with 

additional unforeseen costs we had due to the archaeologists’ findings in 

the graveyard during re-ordering.

Harvest Festival - 5th October at 10 am. We celebrate God’s abun-

dance at our Harvest Festival.  This year the produce received will go to 

the Women’s Refuge.  Please can you let Ann or Valerie have fresh fruit 

and vegetables, pasta, cereals and tinned produce on the morning of 4th 

October.  Thank you. 

Autumn  Bible Study -  Living Faithfully 

We continue our studies from John Pritchard’s book 

Thursday 9th October 2.30pm - Facing Temptation 

Thursday 30th October 2.30pm - Working Faithfully 

Thursday 13th =ovember at 2.30pm - Building Community 

We shall be meeting in the church and we warmly invite you to come 

along and join us for these sessions. Refreshments will be served. 

Our monthly breakfast is on 10th October 8.30-9.30am.  Please do join 

us for a delicious breakfast and fellowship.  If you are able to stay on for 

our Holy Communion Service at 10am you will be most welcome.  

Saturday 18th October - Julian Richards, Dorset’s well known archaeol-

ogist, will be giving us a talk on “A Career in Ruins” in the Village Hall 

at 7pm.  See details on back of cover.

Sunday 19th October - Churches together in Shaftesbury are holding a 

service at Bell Street United Church at 6pm as we all come together to 

celebrate ‘One World Service Sunday.’  Do come along and support this 

service.
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Sunday 26th October there will be a Team Healing Service in St. Pe-

ter’s church at 10am.  As this is a team service please note that there 

will be no other services in the team that day. 

Saturday 1st =ovember - All Soul’s Service at 6pm.  This is a quiet 

meditative service when we come together to remember our loved ones 

who are no longer with us. 

=ativity Festival 28th & 29th =ovember from 10am - 4pm.  This was 

so successful last year that we have been asked to repeat it.  More de-

tails to follow in next month’s Key Ring.

From the Registers 

Baptism - Jack Philip Haime on the 21st September 

We commend into God’s care and keeping

Elizabeth Ann Pickford (1934-2014)
Liz Pickford was an outstanding member of St Thomas’s for so long that it was no 

surprise, but a delight, that the pews were packed for her memorial service on 26th 

August.  The numbers attending were also a tribute to the part Liz played in village life, 

notably the W.I., and to the number and warmth of Liz and Brian’s friendships.  The 

hymns chosen were those sung at their wedding.  Three members of her family praised 

and described different aspects of her life: brother Anthony on their time together in 
childhood and youth, largely in South Africa and what a loving elder sister he had; 

daughter Sarah on Liz as mother and grandmother and the laughter she brought with 

amusing poetry and cooking lessons; and husband Brian describing a wonderful life 

together for fifty-seven years in many parts of the world, the last twenty-five in Cann 

and Melbury which they loved and where Liz took special delight in walking their dogs 

each day over the Downs.   For ten years Liz served on St Thomas’s P.C.C.  Around the 

church was proof of her legacy: the wonderful millennium kneelers at the altar rail, and 

the new kitchen, so ideal for carrying on the tradition of coffee and fellowship after 

services which she began.

St Thomas’s Church Preservation Society

Many thanks to all who provided cakes, sandwiches, pies, and refresh-

ments for the stall we hold each year at the Shaftesbury and Gillingham 

Show.  We had a busy day and our stall was well attended.  With dona-

tions, kindly received, the sum of £520 was raised towards the upkeep 

of our church.



21

St. Mary’s Motcombe

Eve and Jerome will be leaving the Shaftesbury Team on 4th Octo-
ber to take up a new Pioneer Minister post in Gillingham.  They will 
both miss being part of the community in Motcombe, the Orchards, 
Margaret Marsh, and the wider Shaftesbury Team, but are grateful 
to God for theirtime here and for the opportunity of being part of 
life of the villages and town and the many shared moments.  Thank 
you Motcombe, for hosting their final service in the Team in Septem-
ber, for all who prepared the church to Worship in any way from 
flowers and cleaning, welcomers and readers, preachers and prayers, 
music and munchies. 
St Mary’s Church Harvest Festival Sunday 5th October. The 
church holds a Harvest Festival service at 11.00am in St Mary’s 
Church to which all are very welcome.  Gifts of produce will be given 
to the Gillingham Foodbank and North Dorset Women’s Refuge and 
local nursing homes, as requested.
Holy Communion at the Grange -  15th October at 11am.

The Gathering - 19th October. Starting at 11am with coffee and 

croissants, the Gathering seeks to offer a different way of worship 

for those who want to engage with faith, life and God in a slightly 
less formal and traditional way.  During the Gathering there will be 

opportunity to discuss, pray, contemplate and visit prayer stations 

around the building of the church. If you would like to be involved in 

the planning of this time together, please contact Gill Waine, 01747 

851007 nickwaine@uwclub.net 

Celebration of Lay Ministry -  6.00pm Sunday 19th October at St 

Peter’s Church - Please put this date in your diary to come and 

worship with, and celebrate, the ministry of many faithful Lay 

Pastoral Assistants, Lay Worship Leaders, Licensed Lay Ministers 
and those who work away behind the scenes, without an official title, 

to serve God and his people throughout our team. The service will be 

led by Revd. Dr Simon Chambers and representatives of Lay Ministry 

throughout the team.
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All Souls Service Sun 2nd Nov 3pm - A service where we remember 
and give thanks for those who have died, especially those in the past 
year.  If you would like a loved one’s name remembered please let Gill 
Waine  851007 nickwaine@uwclub.net know. 

Shoebox collections have started! The Charity, Operation Christmas 
Child, takes the filled boxes to children who otherwise will have 
nothing this Christmas. The excitement and joy on the face of a child 
when they open a shoebox of Christmas treats is a sight to behold. 
Leaflets are available in the churches and if you don’t want to make 
upyour own box , you can leave toiletries, books, pencils and pens, 
toys and sweets, as well as gloves, scarves, etc, in the collecting box 
in the Methodist church.

9th November Remembrance Sunday Service in Church from 
10.50am followed by a procession to the cenotaph.

16th November 6.30pm Sung Evensong, welcoming Port Regis choir.

‘Godspell’ - The rock musical "Godspell" will be performed in St. 
Mary's, Motcombe on 26th - 28th of March 2015.   This modern 

re-telling of  parts of St. Matthew's gospel will be directed by 

Rosie King with David Grierson as musical director.  There will be a 

choir and there are ten speaking parts as well.....it is open to all to 

come and hear more about this production.  If you are interested, 
come along to St. Mary's on Tuesday November 18th to listen to 

some of the music and hear of the plans for staging this exciting 

musical. Attendance at the interest meeting does not commit 

you....so come and hear all about it!

 22nd November Quiz Evening in the Village Hall. 

 Get a Team together and book the date in your diary.



Messy Church -  

Messy Church returns on Sunday 14th December 3-5pm when the 

organisers will have returned from various trips away.  Messy Church 

is an informal way of being and doing church with crafts, songs, 

stories and a meal - you are very welcome. If you’d like to know more 
please e-mail Sarah Berry sarah@hakey.org.uk

From the Registers

Congratulations to Jenny Coles and James Duncombe, Charlene 

Stockley and Daniel Higgins who were married in the last few months

Rest In Peace  We commend to God’s care and keeping those who 

have died, especially Gordon Wing, and we pray for all who mourn the 

loss of loved ones.
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School Howler

Larry’s kindergarten class was on a field trip

 to their local police station where they saw

 pictures tacked to a bulletin board 

of the 10 most wanted criminals. 

 One of the youngsters pointed to a

 picture and asked if it really was

 the photo of a wanted person.
  “Yes,” said the policeman.  “The detectives want very 

badly to capture him.” 

Larry asked, “Why didn’t you keep him when you took 

his picture?”
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WORD  SEARCH

©  BJP 2014

Q S C C N O I S S I M M O C Y

S U C O A R T S E H C R O R E

T T A H L T E N N U P N T E N

N R R R O O M U R C S S N X N

O S O I T O N L O T E O C H I

I Q T P N E L Y E V I E L I P

T U R R H G T L E T S T I B S

A A O I R Y L E A E W A Q I B

C D U D E A T G D L A C U T U

O R P E T T E P R G R I E I I

V O E I I R W E E G M D P O L

N N O M G A R A H A Y N O N D

O N M N Y X A L A G O Y O U I

C O O D R A H C R O K S R R N

C C K C A P G N I R E H T A G

LOT YOKE COLONY TROPHY BUILDING COMMISSION

RAG PRIDE GAGGLE TROUPE SQUADRON EXHIBITION

RUN SCRUM GALAXY VESTRY COMMITTEE CONVOCATION

HERD SWARM PUNNET ORCHARD GATHERING CONGREGATION

PACK TROOP SCHOOL QUARTET ORCHESTRA CONSTELLATION

PEAL CLIQUE STRING SPINNEY SYNDICATE

With the

letters  left 

over it is 

possible 

 to find : 

CREW

Q. “How is dew formed?”

  A. “The sun shines down 

on the leaves, and makes 

them perspire.”

Q. “ Give an example of a 

fungus.  What is a

 characteristic feature.?”

A. “Mushrooms. They al-

ways grow in damp places 

and they look like umbrel-
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Copy for November 2014

must  reach the editor, Beryl Pike at: 

4 Melbury Way, Shaftesbury SP7 8SN

or email: keyring@stmin.org.uk

   NO LATER THAN MIDDAY

 Thursday  9th October

Letters to the Editor  and articles  are  
welcome, but should not exceed 200 words. 

Name and address must be supplied.  

Only Promotions and advertisements for events 

within the Shaftesbury Team will be accepted.

The views  expressed  in 

this publication  are not

  necessarily those 

of the  editor.  

The editor reserves the right to omit articles which are too long, and 

perhaps not suitable for Key Ring.   It is in the interest of the reader for 

the editor to improve material in some way, if necessary. Articles will 

be edited at the editor’s discretion. 

CHURCHES   TOGETHER
O=E WORLD SERVICE  SU=DAY 19th OCTOBER

 AT BELL STREET U=ITED CHURCH AT 6pm

ADVE=T SERVICE AT ST. PETER’S CHURCH 

SU=DAY 30th =OVEMBER AT 6pm

To all dear friends I’d like to say

That life’s all rush and hurry.

I’ve scores and scores of daily chores

Besides a lot of worry.

But it is true (you’ll know it, too)

There’s two sides to a penny,

Though much is wrong, I sing a song

Because my joys are many.

Barbara Jemison.
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