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     Key ring 

 

     

Christingle candles at Motcombe  

The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 

January 2015 
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A mini Who’s who for you. 

Team Vicar:  The Revd. Dr Simon Chambers 

The Vicarage, Tanyard Lane, Shaftesbury SP7 8HW 
852193  simon@stmin.org.uk  
 
Associate Priest: The Revd. Jan Crossley 

Tanders, Elm Hill, Motcombe, Shaftesbury, SP7 9HR 
852545  jan@stmin.org.uk  
 
Both Simon and Jan have Monday as their Rest Day 
 
Co-ordinator for Hospital visiting and Communion 

The Revd. Jan Crossley   852545 
 
 
The Team Office is at 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW 

853060  office@stmin.org.uk  
Open from 9.00 till 12 noon on weekdays  
except for Wednesday 10.00 till 12 noon. 

Team administrator: Kirsty Wells 
Team treasurer: John Hunt 853707 treasurer@stmin.org.uk  

Web site: www.stmin.org.uk   
Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisburyanglican.org  

 

Key ring 

Editor: vacancy 
Clergy consultant: The Revd. Dr Simon Chambers 
Parish correspondents: 
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263 
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258472331 
St John’s Enmore Green  Jo Churchill  850432 
Margaret Marsh  Audrey Roberts  01258 472129 
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819 
Motcombe  Simon Hutchinson 854290 
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980 
St Peter’s Shaftesbury   Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com  
 

mailto:simon@stmin.org.uk
mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/
http://www.salisburyanglican.org/
mailto:m.a.pattison@gmail.com
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The “Leader” this month is from Eric Sellgren 

Down my years in the Ministry I’ve officiated at many weddings – but there’s one 

I’ll never forget. During the wedding rehearsal I’d encouraged the Groom to turn 

and look at his Bride as she was walking down the aisle towards him. It would 

help her overcome any jitters she might have–“and it would make sure you’re 

marrying the right woman”. I told him. 

Well Saturday came and the Bride arrived, and she WAS a little jittery – but as 

she walked down the aisle he turned to look at her, and his eyes were so filled 

with love that the jitters died away – and that’s when my problems started. From 

that point on he couldn’t take his eyes off her. I had the greatest difficulty getting 

him to go through the Service and make his promises. 

Now I’d like you to use your imagination – imagine that you’re the Bride. You’ve 

come in through the Church Door, and you’re walking down the aisle, and the 

Grooms turns to look at you…… AND THE GROOM IS JESUS. I wonder what 

you feel as those eyes look deep down into you. For some that look will be 

wonderful.... to be looked at like that and loved like that: to know that Jesus, 

God’s Son, loves you, and intends to make you His own? Wonderful!. But for 

some that look could be devastating.  

Do you remember the story of St. Peter? Standing by a fireside, Peter three 

times denied that he even knew Jesus. Then we're told that Jesus LOOKED AT 

HIM – and Peter went out AND WEPT. I wonder what that look said. Peter 

believed it said, “I TOLD you you’d betray me. I told you you’d let me down. 

You’re not fit to be mine” – so he went out and wept. 

So Jesus is crucified – but rises from the dead and appears to the Disciples 

who’ve gone fishing. And Peter, realising that is Jesus standing at the lakeside – 

and dives overboard to swim to Him. Then Jesus asks him three questions: 

“DO YOU LOVE ME, PETER?” – “Of course I love you” Peter blusters. “Feed my 

Lambs” says Jesus 
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Then, again, ““DO YOU LOVE ME, PETER?”   “Yes, I love you”, Peter answers – 

but this time, he’s not so sure - his betrayal still firmly fixed in His mind.     “Feed 

my Lambs” says Jesus. Then a third time: “Is there ANY WAY you can honestly 

say you love me, Peter”…….. and Peter hesitates, – seeing at first the terrible 

threefold denial, and all the other failures down the years. But THEN…… But 

THEN, SHINING LIKE A JEWEL IN THE CORNER OF THE BLACKNESS HE 

SEES THE TRUTH. Yes, he WAS a loud-mouthed failure, but, at the bottom of it 

all he DID love Jesus….. and THAT was the truth as much as the failures……. 

And that’s all that's necessary with Jesus – that we love Him a little - –that we 

want Him a little. So Jesus says to Peter, “FEED MY SHEEP” 

And what about you and me? What will we see in Jesus’ eyes when we see Him 

face to face –  Condemnation? Not at all!   When Jesus looks at us He can’t take 

His eyes off us, He loves us so much – and He doesn’t want us to be held back 

or held away by the things about ourselves we’re ashamed of. He forgives and 

welcomes us home. For the Lord is our Bridegroom – who loves us warts and all. 

What a joy to be with Him. What wonderful good news for us all today, on the 

threshold of a year of new beginning 

   A  HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL 

Thank you so very much, dear generous people of 

Shaftesbury 

A wonderful surprise - a cheque from the Team Treasurer for just over £360 for 
the work of the Friends of North Dorset Women’s Refuge: this was the collection 
at the Team Advent Service. 
We are very grateful and your gift helped us to provide delicious over-flowing 
food hampers for all the residents for their Christmas in the Refuge. The 
reactions are much the same every year: incredulity that anyone should give 
them anything and deep gratitude for the thoughtfulness behind the gift. Yes, we 
could have drawn on our funds to do this, but did not need to this year, thanks to 
your generosity. 

Thank you  and best wishes as always 
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New Team Rector announced on 7th December 

We are pleased to announce that our new Team Rector will be The Rev'd. Helen 

Dawes. Helen is currently working as Public and Social Affairs Advisor to the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, and previously was priest-in-charge of a benefice of 

four rural parishes. Helen, her husband Jonathan and their 3 children, aged 7-12, 

will move to Shaftesbury in August 2015 and will be licensed in September by the 

Bishop of Salisbury, subject to DBS check.  

Helen wrote to the churchwardens: 

I wanted to write to you as you announce my appointment as your new Team 
Rector and hope you will be able to share this letter with the congregations in the 
Team churches this weekend. Let me start by saying how absolutely delighted I 
am that you have asked me to come and be your Team Rector and how much I 
enjoyed the day and half I spent in and around Shaftesbury for the interview 
process. I keep finding myself grinning when I think about the future.  
It will take me some time to get to know you all properly, but when I was with you 
I got a really positive impression of a group of churches who are confident in their 
identity as a Team and hopeful in their witness to their communities. That is a 
secure foundation for mission and service – a real blessing to Shaftesbury and 
the villages. It was great to meet people from across the different churches when 
I was with you. All that I heard makes me really excited as I look forward to 
meeting everyone else in due course.  
It will be a while before we move to Shaftesbury and I am immensely grateful to 
you for your generosity in that – and to all those who will continue to lead worship 
for their work. I realise that coming slowly puts an additional burden on those 
who have been carrying the weight of two vacancies for some months already, 
but being able to tell our children that they can finish the current school year with 
their classmates has made a huge difference to how it feels for them and I 
cannot overstate my thanks to you for that.  
Meanwhile, I will be thinking about how we can hit the ground running in 
September. In response to a suggestion from the Archdeacon, I have said that I 
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would like us to work together on the process to appoint a Team Vicar before I 
arrive, in the hope that someone will be able to take up post as I do or soon after. 
I am sure there will be opportunities for us to meet and discuss that post in the 
coming months and I look forward to that first opportunity to work with you in 
support of the Team's mission.  
You are very much in my prayers, as you have been since I began applying for 
this post. I hope you will pray for me and for Jonathan and the children as we get 
ready to say our goodbyes at Lambeth Palace and here in Chippenham, and look 
forward to this next step in our lives. I am so glad God has brought us to this 
point and I look forward to all He will lead us in in the future.  
 
With every blessing,  
Helen  
The Revd Helen Dawes. 
 

The welcome announcement of Revd. Helen Dawes appointment as Team 
Rector and as our vicar overshadows everything else for St Peter's this month, 
and is fully covered in the Team news elsewhere in this edition, wrote Michael 
Pattison from Florida. 

 

Team Vicar Plans will go ahead. 
The appointment of the new Team Vicar to live in Motcombe will go ahead, as 
previously planned, the advert will go in the Church Times on 10th and 17th April 
2015 with interviews being held on 20/21st May.  

 

Suppers With Conversation 
After the Team Healing Service at St Peters' on October 26th, we held the first of 
the 'suppers with conversation' at 30 St James' Street, with informal, open ended 
discussion of the Healing Ministry.  On Tuesday 10th February there will be 
another 'supper with conversation'  to explore more aspects of the healing 
ministry, before the next healing service at St Peters' on Sunday February 15th 
at 9.30. Please contact  Andie Blows or Patrick Riley on 01747 853088 if you 
would like to book a place.  You will be most welcome. 
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Churches Together in Shaftesbury. 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18th -25th January  The Well is deep. 
Here in Shaftesbury we have tried for many years to offer glimpses of other 
churches and their traditions. This year is slightly different, but please know that 
you are very welcome to come to all the times and occasions of worship 
together. 
United Service on Sunday 18th January 10:30 at Fathers’ House.  

Coffee drinking from 10.00 onwards 

Bishop Graham Kings, Anglican Bishop of Sherborne will preach. There will be 

well organised and fun activities for children during part of the service.  

Tuesday 20th January: a meeting for worship at the Quaker Meeting House 

7:30pm 

Sunday 25th January: Service to end the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at 

Bell Street United Church 6pm 

Why not google Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2015 and download a free 

booklet with daily prayers for the week which ends with the feast day of the 

conversion of St Paul? 

The Maltings or Housing to the East of Shaftesbury or those New Estates 

Whatever you may call the developments along the Salisbury Road and 
whatever your opinion actually does not make any difference to a decision taken 
at a recent Churches Together meeting. We talked about what happens there, 
the lack of facilities, the busy road along which people have to walk and so on.  
End result? Outcome? Well, not as yet an end result, but a step on a journey 

when the Churches Together representatives will meet on Wednesday 28th 

January at 7.30pm at Bell Street United Church to discuss possibilities. 

You may not be at the meeting, but please can you include it in your prayers as 

discussions start. 
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Christmas at St Thomas's Melbury Abbas 

As always, December was a busy month with the anticipatory season of Advent 
and the celebration of Christ's birth.  As you read this we look back on our 
traditional candlelit service of carols and lessons, followed by Christmas Eve late-
evening Eucharist and finally the celebration on Christmas Day.  These events 
involved substantial efforts by many people - all those attending were 
appreciative of those efforts.  Our gratitude to all involved. We send many thanks 
to those of you who decorated our church so beautifully for our Christmas 
Services. 
Following all the bustle of December, January will be a quieter month but we look 
forward to our Covenant Service where we renew our personal commitment to 
our Christian beliefs and our efforts to live our lives following God's will.  
 
Now we welcome a New Year in which the Team looks forward to greeting a new 
Rector and a new Vicar.  
 

      ST THOMAS’S PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
Our spring event will be on Friday, 6th March 2015 in the Village Hall when Nic 
Griffin will give a talk based on a voyage from South America to Fiji, covering the 
travelling, culture and history of the different areas.   
Please make a note of the date in your smart new diary 
 
 

Prayer Labyrinth at St James’ – walk this way….. 

Did you know that in the churchyard at St James there is a simple labyrinth which 
you can walk at any time? 
The 14 stations display reflective meditations, based on the Christian and 
seasonal calendar; challenging pieces of text, poetry and prayer from great 
poets, comforting texts from the Celtic and other spiritual traditions, as well as 
contemporary material, are there to trigger thought and prayer. When words can’t 
help, there are pictures to focus the eye. 
Many people find this a very helpful and calm oasis – and it is really open to all. 

St James offers this as part of their Prayer opportunities. 
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St James Church Annual Spring Recycling Sale – 

Saturday 7th March 2015 

This will be the 8th ‘recycling’ sale that St James Church has held in the Town 

Hall to raise funds for medical services in Sudan.   It’s based on a simple idea: 

that most of us have too much ‘stuff’ and that sorting out and getting rid of some 

of it - ‘de-cluttering’ – can help us to lead simpler and more fulfilled lives. There is 

also the added advantage that by selling this ‘stuff’ we can raise funds to help 

those for whom having too many possessions is not a problem.  

Every year I am amazed by what is turned out of cupboards, attics and sheds in 

St James but I do get worried that one year we will finally exhaust this treasure 

trove. So, this year we would like to extend the call for sale items to other 

parishes within the Shaftesbury team.  What we would like is books, toys, china, 

glass, pictures, records, jewelry, vintage clothes and general bric-a-brac. We are 

especially fond of quirky, ‘vintage/retro’ items from the 50’ and 60’s – there may 

be a bit of a theme to this year’s sale……..And if you know anyone who is 

moving out or downsizing and are clearing out then please let us know and we 

will come and have a look.  

We will start collecting in earnest after Christmas in an attempt to avoid the last 

minute pre-sale rush so, if you have anything that you think might be suitable for 

our sale then  please contact Julian Richards on (01747) 852883 or e mail 

julian@archaemedia.co.uk.  

Last year we made over £2500 – let’s see if we can do even better this year.  

God bless and many thanks  - Julian  

 

 

mailto:julian@archaemedia.co.uk
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Epiphany…. 

The Queens came late, but the Queens 

were there 
With gifts in their hands and crowns in their hair. 
They’d come, these three, like the Kings, from far, 
Following, yes, that guiding star. 
They’d left their ladles, linens, looms, 
Their children playing in nursery rooms, 
And told their sitters: “Take charge! For this 
Is a marvelous sight we must not miss!” 

The Queens came late, but not too late 
To see the animals small and great, 
Feathered and furred, domestic and wild, 
Gathered to gaze at a mother and child. 
And rather than frankincense and myrrh 
And gold for the babe, they brought for her 
Who held him, a homespun gown of blue, 
And chicken soup–with noodles, too- 
And a lingering, lasting, cradle-song. 
 
The Queens came late and stayed not long, 
For their thoughts already were straining far- 
Past manger and mother and guiding star 
And a child aglow as a morning sun- 
Toward home and children and chores undone. 
– Norma Farber 
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Clergy on the move 
The Archdeacon of Dorset, the Venerable Stephen Waine, has been appointed 
the next Dean of Chichester. He said, “It has been a privilege to serve the 
Diocese of Salisbury for the past four years, and I will leave Dorset with happy 
memories and mixed emotions.  
“At the same time, I am delighted to have the opportunity to serve as Dean of 
Chichester and will be moving to Chichester in the New Year with a sense of 
excitement and huge privilege.”  
 

Many of you will have known Mark when he was Team Rector, living in 
Motcombe Vicarage 
The Revd Mark Zammit is leaving the Avon River Team and Rural Dean of 
Stonehenge to be Rector of Almondbury with Farnley Tyas Team Parish, in the 
Diocese of West Yorkshire and the Dales in February 2015 
 

There will not be a Key Ring in February. 
On Thursday 8th January at 2.00pm Simon will be at St Peter’s Hall, waiting to 
greet you. This is so that plans can be made for the future:  

 Will there be a Key Ring? 
 Who will produce it?  
 How frequently will it appear? 
 What might the cost be? 
 And many other questions to discuss 

Please come along and have your say! 

During the vacancies of Team Rector and Team Vicar 
 
We are so grateful to all those who are supporting and helping in so many ways, 
too numerous to list. Team Clergy meet weekly to ensure the grid will work, 
others meet less frequently for planning. 
We are in very good and experienced hands during this time of waiting for our 
new Team Rector to arrive and start her ministry among us. 
Pray for those who lead us, for those who do the administration, for 
churchwardens and all others who work behind the scenes in varied roles in this 
waiting time. And pray for Helen Dawes as she prepares to come and live and 
work here. 
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Key Ring – and you………. 
Beryl’s resignation leaves a great gap which needs filling as a matter of some 

urgency. This January edition gives us time to find perhaps more than one person who 

could help: I find it impossible to believe that in a Team as talented in so many ways 

as is the Shaftesbury Team and that there is no one prepared to take this on. 

Come on, Shaftesbury! What were those New Year resolutions?  

So how does Key Ring get produced, month by month? 

Content (copy) needs writing.  

 You write and send to 
 Parish rep who checks and sends to 
 The Editor 

 
The editor pages the copy and makes a draft which goes to 

 Proof readers who then send it to  
 The Printing Team of 3 who do their work and send it to 
 The collating and stapling team of 6 who do their work. 

 

The finished magazines are taken to 2 distribution points for collection.  
They then go to  

 Kind people who deliver them as needed 
. 

How many people are involved in this production? Bernard Thomas reckons at 

least 20. 

Who are the Production team? All are long term volunteers who would be very 
glad of some help. Most of them are from St Peters’ and it would be very good 
the work could be shared out across the Team. 
Bernard Thomas 858479  bernard.thomas@tesco.net  
or Kirsty in the Team office 853060  office@stmin.org.uk  
are waiting for your call!               

mailto:bernard.thomas@tesco.net
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
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What’s happened to the usual Key Ring? 
Greetings to all our readers! 
As some of you will know, Beryl Pike who has edited Key Ring for the past 8 
years has had to resign somewhat abruptly because of ill health. This has left an 
enormous gap which has still to be filled. 
 
So, rather than have nothing in January, I have “volunteered” to get something 
together and out for the usual distribution. Don’t  expect anything like normal 
service, please: many of the parish correspondents had been told that there 
would not be a Key Ring in January so had sent nothing in. Other people, 
hearing I was putting something together, have asked for space which I have 
found. And my grateful thanks to staff at Cedars Nursing Home who helped with 
technical bits! 
 
Clearly a new editorial team is needed and needed fast. Please do think about 
your skills and availability to help with this vital part of our team’s communication. 
There will not be a Key Ring in February – see page 13 and please get 
involved. 
 

A Happy and Peaceful New Year 

Sara Jacson 

 
Beryl pike 

Beryl is well known to many of you in the Shaftesbury Team of parishes not only 
because of her latter day skills as editor of Key Ring, but also for her long 
standing prowess at the organs of many churches. I am told that she has played 
for 63 years making her the longest serving peripatetic organist in the area. 
 
With her dedication and meticulous attention to detail, ensuring as far as possible 
that dates, times and places of events were accurate, Beryl had her own ways of 
working, but always ensuring that Key Ring was ready on time. She would allow 
a tiny slippage in copy due date and try to squeeze in important late arrivals. 
 
Thank you a million times, Beryl, for all you have done to keep Key Ring alive! 
We wish you a happy retirement and improved health soon 
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Ceremony upon Candlemas Eve      Robert Herrick  

Down with the rosemary, and so 
Down with the bays and mistletoe; 
Down with the holly, ivy, all 
Wherewith ye decked the Christmas hall; 
That so the superstitious find 
No one least branch there left behind; 
For look, how many leaves there be 
Neglected there, maids, trust to me 
So many goblins you shall see.  

 

Now the Work of Christmas Begins 

When the song of the angels is stilled,  
When the star in the sky is gone,  
When the kings and princes are home,  
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,  
The work of Christmas begins:  
To find the lost,  
To heal the broken,  
To feed the hungry,  
To release the prisoner,  
To rebuild the nations,  
To bring peace among the people,  
To make music in the heart.   

Howard Thurman, an African-American theologian, educator, and 

civil rights leader 

And so we say goodbye to Christmas 2014 and wish 

everyone a Happy New Year 


