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The Shaftesbury Team: 

Team Vicar:    The Revd. Dr Simon Chambers 
The Vicarage, Tanyard Lane, Shaftesbury  
SP7 8HW 
01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk  

 
Associate Priest:  The Revd. Jan Crossley 

Tanders, Elm Hill, Motcombe, Shaftesbury, 
SP7 9HR 
01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk  

 
Simon and Jan have Monday as their day of rest 

 
Co-ordinator for Hospital visiting and Communion 
The Revd. Jan Crossley          852545 
 
Team administrator: Kirsty Wells 

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW 
01747 853060  office@stmin.org.uk 

 
Open from 9.00 till 12 noon Mon, Tues, Fri 

Wednesday 10.00 till 12 noon. 
 

Web site: www.stmin.org.uk 
 

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisburyanglican.org  
 

Key ring 
Clergy consultant: The Revd. Dr Simon Chambers 
 
Parish correspondents: 
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263 
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331 
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432 
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129 
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819 
Motcombe  Simon Hutchinson 854290 
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980 
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison     m.a.pattison@gmail.com  

 

mailto:simon@stmin.org.uk
mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/
http://www.salisburyanglican.org/
mailto:m.a.pattison@gmail.com
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Leader Article – June 2015  

June, and we begin to settle down in the churches year into the Trinity 

Season having had all the Joys of the Easter season, Ascension and 

Pentecost. It’s fitting that we start Trinity Season together with a Team 

Service together at Motcombe in a year which feels very much as if we 

have focused on being a team during the dual vacancies. I have been 

acutely aware of just how much people have stepped up to the mark 

to ensure that our churches run and operate well during this time: 

Churchwardens have had to take on extra responsibilities and 

oversight, and without our Retired Clergy, Lay Worship Leaders and 

Lay Pastoral Assistants and all who contribute to life here, the church 

would be in a very different place. So I thank you all for offering your 

gifts and time to God ensuring that the life and work of God’s church 

has continued smoothly during this time. 

June is though, a time when paradoxically our services can seem a little 

‘on the low side’ as people in the congregation who are retired take 

holidays before the schools break up. Enjoy them and we look forward 

to your return and hearing your adventures. For others June is a ‘trying 

time’ because it is the time for exams and SATs at school and so this 

month is a time of difficult emotions. We pray they will all be able to 

do their best. 

The Trinity Season traditionally has the colour of green, and I have 

been asked if the colour green signifies anything in particular. I think 

the best reason I was once told is that ‘green is for growth’ and that 

the whole of the Trinity Season is about how we are growing as 

disciples and apostles for Christ. So it is worth just taking some time to 

reflect on your current relationship with God. It would be good to ask 

yourself some basic questions, questions that often a spiritual director 

will put to those who ask for guidance: How is your prayer life? Do you 

need to find different ways to pray or a different way to commit to 
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prayer? Prayer underpins all that we do in our relationship with God 

and when we stop praying we are effectively saying that we don’t need 

God and we can manage on our own, which is a naïve position to take. 

So what are you praying for? Maybe you need to ask God for 

something more directly personal, or for something specific for 

another individual. Maybe you need to pray with others outside our 

normal Sunday pattern of worship and so one of the several group 

prayer events around our team may help, such as the Open Prayer 

Meeting at St James’ on the 2nd Friday in the month (12th June 

9:30am). Alternatively, it may be that your ‘growth’ during the Trinity 

Season is actually about serving others. Is it time for a change in what 

you are doing? Are there other people whose basic needs you can 

meet, either locally or in the wider community. Offer to help, or just 

ask a neighbour if they would like to pop over for coffee or lunch and 

we do it because Jesus was the great model of the Servant King, who 

showed practical ways to help and ‘go the extra mile’ for others. Both 

these areas, Prayer and Serving, are areas for Growth during the Trinity 

Season, and the amazing thing is that, when we make commitment to 

Pray and Serve and we are aided and guided by God, then this 

naturally leads to more Growth? 

Bishop Nicholas has asked us 

to think deeply about how we 

Pray, Serve and Grow because 

in doing this our Hope is 

renewed. And we can share that renewed hope by sharing simple 

stories of events which have renewed our hope over the past weeks. 

So here is one from me: One thing that has renewed my hope is in the 

increase in baptism services across the team. Some weekends I have 

taken three services with about 60 people at each. It is so wonderful to 

see so many from our communities, who don’t regularly come to 

church, connecting with God, praying and engaging with some of the 
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most fundamental things about life, faith and hope; and before the 

cynical among you say “That’s great but do they come back?” May I 

remind you that it is still great hope, because they came once and they 

connected with God and they had a good experience. I don’t often 

have many of our regular congregation to support and welcome 

families, apart from the ‘verger’, on the day so they don’t see the life 

of the church, but they do connect with God and that gives me great 

hope. 

I wonder how you are going to ‘Grow’ your relationship with God in 

this green season of Trinity? Whatever it is, I pray that it will renew 

your hope: ‘All will be well and all manner of things will be well”  

Simon. 

-------o0o------- 

Team News  

The Team Retreat – Everyday Disciples 

People have started booking places at the Team Retreat, which will be 

led by Revd. Helen Dawes, our new Team Rector.  The Retreat, which 

will explore the theme of ‘Everyday Disciples’ will take place from 

Friday 25th – Sunday 27th September, at Abbey House, Glastonbury.  

The weekend will cost between £135 and £140 (depending on 

numbers), including all food and accommodation. 

If you would like an application form, please contact me and I’ll be 

happy to send you one.  I’ll put the application form up on the Team 

website as well.  And – of course – I’m happy to tell you more about 

what the Retreat is like if you phone me (01747 811263) or send me 

an email (gillian@gilliancross.co.uk).   
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Team House Group  

The Team House group meets at St John’s Church hall on 11 th & 

25th June at 8.00pm. All Welcome  

-------o0o------- 

Hidden Gardens 

6th & 7th June – a time to explore and discover 13 hidden gardens in 

the ancient lanes of Melbury Abbas and Cann. Just follow the green 

balloons! 

With tea and cake available, all funds raised towards St Thomas’ 

Church and Village Hall. Plants on sale. What’s not to like? 

Come and spend an afternoon of enchantment with us. 

-------o0o------- 
News from Ilfracombe 

Clive writes: we trust all is well at St Peter's thinking of you all during Holy 

Week and Easter and what we used to do together at this time! We are 

gradually getting involved here, but have to hold back a bit and remember it's 

not our responsibility! 

Jean writes: Clive delivered his first Sermon here last week, the Curate has 

just left, so no doubt Clive will be in demand! I have been elected to the PCC. 

Hints keep being dropped about the children's work, but I am not taking the 

hint! 

News from Harnham 

The Rev’d Canon Simon Wilkinson - our rector 1997-2003 - and his wife 

Becky are living an active retirement in this village a short walk across the 

river from Salisbury Cathedral.  As indicated in our pew sheet, both are 

dealing with health issues.  Becky successfully came through aggressive 

treatment in 2013, only for Simon to be given a completely unexpected 

terminal diagnosis just before Christmas that year, offering him little or no 

prospect of seeing Easter 2014.  18 months on, he is helping regularly with 

grandchildren, presiding at the Cathedral’s midday Holy Communion twice , 

each month and actively managing his charming small garden which was 

planted as a retirement gift from his Amesbury congregation. He and another 

member of the Cathedral Chapter have recently written an article about faith in 

the face of serious illness, which will shortly appear in the magazine Theology 

– details to follow.  Simon and Becky send their greetings to all friends here. 
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas 

Services in June 

Sunday 7
th

 June      8.00am Prayer Book Holy Communion 

Sunday 21
st
 June    11.00am      Holy Communion with hymns 

Village Songs of Praise 12
th

 July at 6.30pm 

For generations, the people of Compton Abbas and Twyford have  

enjoyed praising God by singing hymns together.  Join us as we  

continue this tradition and then share refreshments in the Hall. If there 

are hymns you particularly associate with our village,  please tell 

Gillian Cross (811263) or James Miura (811944) and  we will try to 

include them in the service. 

Parish Map group 

We have been working on pictures of local buildings, plants birds and 

animals and we are gradually building up a collection which will form 

part of the finished map. Our next meeting, will be at 10am-12noon on 

Saturday 14
th

 March  at 49 Twyford.  If you would like to know more, 

please contact Gillian Cross. (811263) 

Village Barbecue 

The village barbecue will be on Thursday 25
th

 June, from 7pm to 10pm 

in Fanners Field.  Everyone is welcome.  Please bring chairs and 

something to barbecue. Last month we had a delightful village picnic on 

the hill overlooking Compton Abbas. Thank you to the Social 

Committee for organising both these events. 

 

-------o0o------- 
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St John’s Enmore Green 

Friday 5 June     12 noon to 1.30pm Community Lunch in the 

Church. All Welcome No need to book, just come along.  A donation 

towards costs is appreciated. 

 

Sunday 7 June – Evensong (Stewardship)  5.00pm  Afternoon Tea  

6.30pm  Service  

 

Thursday 11 June – Team House Group 

8.00pm in St. John’s Church Hall  

 

Thursday 25 June – Team House Group 

8.00pm in St. John’s Church Hall  

 

With its intimate atmosphere and wonderful acoustics St. 

John’s  is an  ideal venue for smaller concerts and so it proved 

on the 24th April. 

Paul Cooper writes: 

“That’s a pretty brave programme” I thought to myself after 

sitting and reading the leaflet before the start of a Concert 

entitled ‘A Chance to Sing’ at St John’s Church, Enmore Green 

on St George’s Day. It contained vocal solos and duets, 

mandolin and guitar pieces as well as mandolin and piano work. 

The event was organised and compered by Anne-Louise Richards 

(vocals & guitar) and she was assisted by Sam Skey (vocals, 

mandolin and guitar) while David Grierson provided the 

keyboard accompaniment.  
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The Concert was Anne-Louise’s way of giving something back to 

the local charity Children’s Chance who had supported and 

mentored her to develop her vocal skills enabling her to pass 

Trinity College, London’s Singing Examination at Grade 8 with 

distinction. 

She has a lovely voice and showed her versatility with the range 

of pieces she chose from Rogers & Hammerstein through 

Mozart, Faure and traditional English and Scottish folksongs 

encouraging us all to sing along with her at the end to ‘whistle 

a happy tune’ from the King & I. 

Sam proved a worthy partner in the performance –  at one stage 

tiptoeing  on the mandolin above the piano, each in turn 

leading the other with the melody, while vocally wooing an 

initially reluctant Anne-Louise in ‘The keys of Canterbury’. 

David – invisible to me behind a pillar! – supported the other 

performers with beautiful playing, enhanced by the church’s 

good acoustics. 

-------o0o------- 

Toby’s - Shaftesbury Young People’s Project. 

Yes, the building is for sale but Toby’s is changing not closing. The cost of 

maintaining a large building that no longer meets the needs of the young 

people in the town is too great. Toby’s will be able to deliver a more targeted 

service for young people after the sale. 

Toby’s is organizing two events to mark this transition: 

Thursday 18
th

 June there will be a consultation event in the Town Hall from 

3pm -8pm  to try and discover the needs of children, young people , their 

parents and members of the community. We have invited as many Youth 

Groups as we can think of so that there is a picture of all the good work 

currently being done for and with young people in our town.  

Friday 10
th

 July an End of an Era Celebration from 3pm to 10pm at Toby’s 

where we hope to reunite as many former users, staff , volunteers and 

supporters   of the project  as possible.   

Please contact Rosie Dawson with any thoughts, questions or queries on 

01747850860  
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St James’ 

APCM 

A good attendance ensured a successful meeting on Sunday 27
th

 April.  

Thanks were expressed to Philippa Forrest for her unstinting commitment as 

Churchwarden for the past three years, and who is now standing down from 

this post, and to Sue Ballet who has served on the PCC for over 20 years, 

several of these as Secretary. 

Alan Carter remains as Churchwarden for St James' and Elizabeth Preston has 

been elected Churchwarden for St John's. We are looking to elect two 

Assistant Churchwardens.  Nick Forrest remains as Hon Treasurer and Jeanne 

Loader as Hon Secretary.  The elected  PCC for 2015/2016 is Janet Wilson, 

Chris Wallis, Sue Hollis, Philippa, Andy Blows, Bridgette Schneider-Browne 

and Mike Seymour.  Murray Walker remains as Deanery Synod 

Representative. 

Thanks were also expressed to Revd Simon for all he does for St James' and 

the Team. 

  

Pilgrim Service - The series of monthly 'Pilgrim Services' continued on 

Sunday 10
th

 May with the theme 'Powered by the Spirit'. You may find 

that our service satisfies a need if you would like a change from the more 

traditional service.  The language speaks to us at whatever stage we are in 

our own journey, and is interspersed with songs from the Celtic tradition. 

We invite those who join us to bring a small offering of food for sharing 

when we join together for refreshments and friendship afterwards (drinks 

are provided!). Our next Pilgrim Service is on Sunday 14
th

 June at 

6.00pm.  Do please join us! 

 

In Aid of the Re-ordering Fund – A high quality coloured print of the high 

altar window at St James', painted by Alan Carter, is for sale at £50, with £30 

of this going to the Fund.  It can be viewed at the back of the church. 

 

Abbey School Report – From Mrs Sandy, Deputy Headteacher 

Abbey Primary has always encouraged children to take part in residential 

trips.  It is educational, part of the maturing process and good fun!!  We find a 

number of children do not stay away from home even by the age of 10, so we 

proposed taking Year 4 children away for one night only to help children 
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become more independent.  Springhead seemed a good choice as it is close to 

Shaftesbury and perfect for Year 4 curriculum about habitats.  Nearly all 

parents supported us so we went ahead. 

The weather was absolutely perfect.  We walked up and down above 

Fontmell, picked up all sorts of interesting things, even some hazelnuts 

nibbled by dormice!  We drank from the spring, toasted marshmallows around 

a bonfire at 10pm, then slept soundly until the next morning. 

On the second day we made our own lunches and then made egg box boats 

which we raced down the river.  We also went river dipping and found some 

bull-nosed fish and lots of shrimps.  It is safe to say we really enjoyed 

ourselves and the Year 4 Springhead trip will become a permanent fixture! 

 
 

Friday 5
th

 June at 7.00pm in St James' Church 
 

GILLIAN  CROSS 

The Award Winning Children’s Author 

will be talking about her work 
 

Gillian writes: I have written over 50 books and counting. 

Wolf won the Carnegie Medal for the best children's book of the year 

and The Demon Headmaster and its sequels were made into a 

very successful television series.  My most recent book After Tomorrow 

has won four prizes and been short-listed for over a dozen others.  I shall 

be talking about how I came to write it and why I write stories that are set in 

the real world  (well mostly!). 

 

Tickets: £10.00  to include a glass of wine 

£5.00 for students 

Available on the door or contact 

Philippa Forrest on 01747 812365 to reserve your seats 
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St Peter’s St James’ 

St John’s 

Enmore 

St Mary’s 

Motcombe 

June 7
th
 

Trinity 1 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

6.30pm 

Evensong 

11.00am 

HC BCP 

June 14
th
 

Trinity 2 

8am 

HC BCP 

 

9.30 a.m. 

HC CW1 

9.30am 

HC Merbeke 

 

6pm Pilgrim  

Service 

11.15am 

HC CW1 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

June 21
st
 

Trinity 3 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

 

6.30pm  

Evensong 

11.15am 

HC CW1 

8am 

HC BCP 

 

9.30am 

Family 

Service  

June 28
th
  

Trinity 4 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

 8.00am 

HC BCP 

 

9.30am  

HC CW1 

11.15am 

Family 

Service 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

July 5
th
 

Trinity 5 

9.30am 

Family 

Service 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

6.30pm 

Evensong 

11.00am 

HC BCP 

 

 

Weekday Services 

St Peter’s   8.00am  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

St Mary’s Motcombe  8.30am  Monday – Saturday 

St Thomas Melbury  8.30am  Friday 
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 St Mary’s 

Compton 

St Thomas 

Melbury 

St Margaret 

M Marsh 

St Thomas 

E Orchard 

St Luke 

W Orchard 

June 7
th
 

Trinity 1 

8am 

HC BCP 
 

11.00am 

HC BCP 
 

6.30pm 

HC CW1 

June 14
th
 

Trinity 2 
 

11.00am  

HC CW1 
 

11.00am 
@ W.O. 

 

June 21
st
 

Trinity 3 
11.00am 
HC CW1 

11.00am  
Matins 

11.00am 

Matins 
  

June 28
th
  

Trinity 4 

 

 

 

 

11.00am 

Pet 

Service 

11.00am 

Matins 
 

 

July 5
th
 

Trinity 5 

8am 

HC BCP 
 

11.15am 

HC BCP 
 

6.30pm  

 

 

 

Holy Communion 

10.30am  Wednesday   St Peter’s 

7.00pm  Thursday  St James’ 

10.00am  Friday    St Mary’s Motcombe 

10.00am  Friday (once a month) St Thomas’, Melbury Abbas 
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St James cont... 
From the Registers 

Sunday 26
th
 April - Interment of Ruth Vincent Chilver's Ashes 

Baptisms – Sunday 26
th
 April – Milly May Sainsbury 

    Sienna Nevada Lowe 

Marriages 

Saturday 9
th
 April – Maria Verschoyle and Ian Perry 

Saturday 16
th
 April – Tracey Lowe and Martin Hill 

 

Diary Dates 

Sunday 14
th

 June at 6pm – Pilgrim Service 

Wednesday 17
th

 June – Christian Aid Lobby in London. More details from  

Richard Huband Tel. 854741.  

Saturday 20
th

 June. Open Garden at Andie's, 30 St James, from 2.30pm to  

5.30pm. Entry £4 to include tea and delicious cake. 

Sunday 21
st
 – Celebratory Choral Evensong with the St James' Ad Hoc  

Singers.  More info from Chris Mahon. 
  

Blackmore Vale Magazine  
Chris Mahon is now our link with the BVM Church Windows editorial page so 

please forward all contributions to him in plenty of time. Ideally items should 

appear in the issue on the Friday week before the event so he would need to 

receive it by the Tuesday of that week. (chrismahon31@uwclub.net) 
 

Things children say..….  Millie was in church with her mother when the 

vicar started his sermon, with a rapturous look on his face and his arms 
extended to heaven, 'Lord, without you we are but dust....'.  He would have 

continued but just then 4 year old Millie turned to her mother and in a shrill 

voice asked, 'Mummy, what is butt dust?'. 
 

Reminder that the following take place on a regular basis: 
1

st
 Tuesday 7.00pm Reflective Prayer – Co-ordinator Jenny Webb. 

1
st
 Wednesday 2.00pm to 2.20pm, Abbey School Worship in church (to 

include 'Open The Book', Paul Cooper) Revd Simon and Janet Wilson. 

2
nd

 Friday of the month 9.30am to 10.30am latest - Prayer Group at back of 

church – Co-ordinator Andie Blows. 

2
nd

 Sunday - Pilgrim Service, 6pm all year round. – Co-ordinator Mary 

Ridgewell/Paul Cooper. 

3
rd

 Sunday – Evensong, 6.30pm summer and 3.30pm in winter – Revd Simon. 

mailto:chrismahon31@uwclub.net
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Orchards & Margaret Marsh 

Villages Fete 2015 will be held on Saturday 18th July. 

at the home of Martin and Elspeth Scott, 

Duncliffe Hall Farm, Stour Row at 2.30pm 

 

East Orchard Church 

All services arranged for St Thomas will continue for the 

moment be held at St Lukes West Orchard. So please 

remember if it’s your turn for cleaning or flower 

arranging. Please keep to your rota and contact Annie 

Barnes or Jan Foot for keys. 

 

TEA AND CHAT 

Many thanks to Sylvia Crouch for hosting our tea and chat in 

May. 

In June the tea and chat will be held at Ray and Annie Barnes’ 

home, Hollybank,  East Orchard on Wednesday 17th.  This 

continues to be a really happy gathering with everyone 

enjoying the chance to meet and catch up with local news. The 

tea and especially delicious cakes are now quite an attraction. 

 

Margaret Marsh 

Plant Sale 

At the Plant Sale held on May 9th at Froghole Farm, home of 

Andrew and Cheryl Luckock, £587.60 was raised towards 

church funds. Thank you to all who attended,  purchasing 

plants and cakes etc. We would especially like to thank 
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Andrew and Cheryl for hosting and organising the event; their 

efforts are greatly appreciated 

The Orchards 

Plant Sale 

The sale held at the home of Ray and Annie Barnes’, 

Hollybank on Saturday 16th May was very successful, raising 

an incredible £687.50. Everyone enjoyed the sunny afternoon 

and the lovely gardens. Help on the day was much 

appreciated, and thanks to everyone who gave donations and 

supported by buying plants, teas and having a go on the 

tombola and raffle. Special thanks to Ray, Annie and Angela 

Bone for all their hard work. The funds raised will support 

our parish churches.  

 

St Thomas – we hope to have news about the outcome of the 

Erskine Muton Fund application in the next Key Ring. 

 

SERVICES will continue in the normal pattern 

Sue Benifer 01747 (811588) would be pleased to accept 

unwanted costume jewellery for a stall at The Country Fair on 

August 1st at School House Farm. 

-------o0o------- 
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St Thomas’ Melbury Abbas 

With fund raising for the new facilities in mind, the Eberle Quartet 

kindly agreed to give a concert in St Thomas’s Church on 29
th

 

September 2013.  This was such a success that they were persuaded 

back to give another wonderful concert on 15
th
 May 2015.  At the same 

time the Quartet were able to approve the successful results of the fund 

raising. 

The Quartet played works by Haydn, Glazunov and Borodin and they 

slipped in the delightful slow movement of Tchaikovsky’s first String 

Quartet (Opus 11).  The church was full of a very appreciative audience 

and, as one member wrote, it was “sheer pleasure and artistry by 

delightful musicians”.   

I hope we can persuade the Eberle Quartet to return to St Thomas’s – 

they said what a lovely audience we were and what a delightful 

atmosphere there was in the church.  Many thanks to Liz Lindsay-Rea 

for her organisation. 

New Service Timings 

Don’t forget that we have new service timings which for June means 

that our services will be: 

7
th

 June  No service in St Thomas’s 

14
th

 June 11am Holy Communion Service 

21
st
 June 11am Matins 

28
th

 June  11am Pet Service  

The speaker at our Pet service this year will be Barbara Borwell, who is the 

local co-ordinator of “Pets as Therapy” [PAT].We hope to have several PAT 

dogs at the service, including Jean and Alan’s Kirkham’s dog “Chloe” who is 

a regular PAT dog visitor to the Trinity Day Centre in Shaftesbury. The 

offering taken at the service will be donated to Pets as Therapy.  

www.petsastherapy.org 
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We look forward to seeing you, with both your human and animal friends. If 

the weather is good the service will be held in the church grounds, otherwise 

inside.  As the service starts at 11:00am, we plan to serve refreshments 

beforehand, so do arrive nice and early.  

Other Dates for Your Diary 

4
th

 June – PCC meeting at 7pm in St Thomas’s 

6/7
th

 June – “Hidden Gardens in Melbury Abbas” – 13 local gardens 

open in aid of the village hall and church.  Please come and give your 

support.  

19
th

 August – Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show – St Thomas’s Church 

Preservation Society stall 

9
th

 September – Licensing of the Team Rector 

Volunteers Wanted 

Volunteers are wanted as Sacristans [who prepare the altar before the 

service – full training given] and Chalice Assistants. If you feel you can 

help or want more information, please contact the Revd Jan Crossley or 

our Churchwarden, John Porter. 

-------o0o------- 

LPA News  
Since we wrote in April, the LPAs in our Team have now attended the 
very successful day in Salisbury cathedral. 
Following refreshments on arrival, we took part in a short service 
before dispersing to our first chosen workshop for the morning. The 
workshops were numerous & varied, situated in buildings around the 
Cathedral Close. This gave a good opportunity to share & compare 
ideas with others in the Deanery.  
After lunch we had the opportunity to take part in a second workshop, 
before gathering back together in the Cathedral for a service of Holy 
Communion during which we were recommissioned by the Bishop of 
Salisbury. 
We are now looking forward to our Quiet Day in June at Grove Farm. 
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St Peter’s Shaftesbury 

Healing on the Streets (HOTS.) 

At the beginning of April the Group started again to meet outside the 

town hall on Saturday mornings to offer prayer to anyone who felt the 

need. Unfortunately, a number of the stalwarts have moved on or 

moved away so we are presently only able to cover once a fortnight 

throughout the summer months. We meet at 10.15 in St. Peter's Church 

to pray and then spend an hour and a half interacting with people and 

offering to pray for them if and when the need arises. It is a very 

relaxed and informal time which many in the town have become used to 

and some even complain if we aren't there.  In June, we plan to be there 

on Saturdays 6
th

 and 20
th

, and we will return on the first and third 

Saturdays through the summer.  

There have been a number of testimonies that have filtered back to us to 

encourage us that a number of people have been touched and blessed by 

the ministry. Personally I feel that just being a witness to Jesus in the 

town is important. I believe it was St. Francis who said "preach the 

gospel at all times; if necessary use words"! This is what we, from a 

number of churches in Shaftesbury, are seeking to do - to demonstrate, 

in a practical way, that Jesus is still alive and relevant today. If you 

would like to join us please feel free to contact me for more 

information.  Or just stop by on a Saturday morning and talk to us on 

the street. 

Deane Gardiner (01747 852605) 

 

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes 

If you are following the 10-month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in 

need, for June we will be concentrating on a small fold up bag. In the 

boxes packed on behalf of members of the congregation a fold up bag is 

always included so that the recipient can keep all their new possessions 

together. They are usually sold in a small pouch. Alternatively, for 
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those people who sew, it would be easy enough to make a bag that can 

be folded up and not take too much space. 
 

When you have made your purchase, pop it in your shoe box if you are 

intending to make up your own box, or bring it into St Peter’s and place 

it in the small swing bin in the tower area. 

 

 

From the Registers 

  Funerals.  

April 4
th

  Leonora Schafaile 

April 24
th

  Herbert Stanley James Phillips 

May 1th  Russell King 

May 5
th

  Kathleen Lodge 

May 15
th

  Geraldine Simms 

 

  Baptism.  

April 25
th

  Maddie Smith 

 

  Renewal of Wedding Vows 

May 3th  David and Margaret Pearson 
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St Mary’s Motcombe 

New Vicar 

We were sad that the appointment process has been delayed, but are 

sure that the Lord has the right person for us in His own time.  In the 

meantime we welcome Rev. Canon Jean Coates who will be covering 

some of the pastoral needs of the church in the coming months. 
 

New Lighting 

We are now enjoying the benefits of lighting that actually allows us to 

read in church, as well as to see clearly at all times; during daylight the 

lights actually make a difference.  The big advantage over the old 

lighting is that we can use different parts of the church without having 

to put all lights on.   As a consequence worship has been enhanced and 

there is scope for the lighting to be used creatively in less formal 

worship.  Many thanks are due to all involved in the fundraising 

supervision of the work and, particularly, to the late Bill Timms whose 

generous legacy helped make the work possible. 
 

Rogation 

We celebrated Rogation with our usual service at Frog Lane Farm; the 

service this year was led by the Rev. Mary Ridgewell.  It was good to be 

reminded of the important part the earth takes in supplying our needs 

and of those who farm it on our behalf. 
 

Church Cleaning 

The electricians inevitably discovered a lot of dust when working at 

high level and ever since this has gravitated down.   We plan to have a 

Big Church Clean up on Wednesday, June 3rd from 10.00am.  If you 

could spare an hour to help you would be most welcome. 
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Messy Church 

The next Messy Church will be on June 7th at 3.00pm in the hall of 

Motcombe Primary School.  The church will have recently celebrated 

Pentecost and our theme will be ‘God’s Power to Change’.  All are 

welcome. 

 

My “Elephant in the room” – What’s to do?! (1)   

by Paul Cooper 

An ‘Elephant in the room’ is a beast so large that nobody fails to notice 

it, but all are too overwhelmed to mention it! To my mind our 

ecclesiastical elephant is the decline in numbers of practising Christians 

(as measured by church membership) in this country – there, it’s out in 

the open – but what can we do about it?! 

In the early days of Christianity, the Acts of the Apostles tells us how 

the numbers of disciples grew phenomenally, until – under Emperor 

Constantine - it became the state religion of the whole Roman Empire. 

We are told the hallmark of these early Christians was their sense of 

being a community of both hope and joy, who lived simply and used 

material wealth, not acquisitively, but to help those in real need. 

This was initially because some of the early Christians personally had 

met Jesus, listened to His teachings, observed His Way of life, and had 

witnessed His trial, crucifixion, AND MET HIM AGAIN AFTER HIS RISING 

TO LIFE AFTER HIS DEATH. They believed in Christ’s Way, accepted Him 

as their God, AND MANY WERE PREPARED TO DIE FOR THEIR BELIEFS – 

AND DID. Their way of life was so different from the ‘way of the world’ 

that many outsiders found it more attractive and joined their 

company. 

2000 years later I feel we may not have the same personal human 

contact with Jesus that the early disciples enjoyed. But we do also have 

the constant of the words in the New Testament which were specially 

written as a foundation for our own faith. We also have our own (& 
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others’) experience of the ways that God works, and the tradition of 

others’ beliefs through the ages (which may have led to their torture 

and death too) to help us to form our own belief, which can be just as 

strong and valid (and as personal & human) as that enjoyed by the 

early disciples. 

And we, like our forebears, have been given the Great Commission – 

“Go, and make disciples……”. ‘We have a Gospel to proclaim….’ we 

sing; ‘Go forth and tell….’ we are exhorted. This doesn’t mean standing 

in holy huddles in church talking to each other! It says: “Get out and 

take the Word to the world!” It does mean us Christians explaining to 

‘unbelievers’ about our faith in Christ – the ‘churched’ teaching the 

‘unchurched.’ 

I realise this needs to be a continuous process, because, unless it is, 

the Christian population will age and die AND NOT BE REPLACED, 

leaving a society probably lacking in love, justice, mercy and 

forgiveness. Even the Archbishops of Canterbury and York have 

mentioned this elephant recently, and there are efforts to combat this 

trend globally and nationwide, but I feel our own focus should remain 

predominantly local and personal. We do do ‘continuous/continual 

processes’ in the C. of E., like funding the local church’s upkeep, so we 

should be able to manage continuous ‘mission’ locally. 

So do we believe our Christian faith is sufficiently important to share 

with others? Really? If we truly believed that Christianity would 

overcome the diseased addictions of the world, would we not want to 

tell everyone about the cure? If all the world lived a fully Christian life, 

the Kingdom of Heaven would then have come on Earth! WOW! 

When the last-but-two Bishop of Salisbury was asked if his diocese was 

‘ablaze for God’ he replied: ‘No, but it’s smouldering quite nicely!’ How 

descriptive, how British!! I feel we need some more fuel to kindle the 

flames! But how? 

(To be continued next month) 
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Deadline for July/August KeyRing  

Monday 15th June  9.00am  


