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The Shaftesbury Team: 

Team Rector   The Revd Helen Dawes 
   helen@stmin.org.uk  
 
Team Vicar:    The Revd Dr. Simon Chambers 

01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk  
 
Associate Priest:  The Revd Jan Crossley 

01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk  
 

Helen has Friday, Simon & Jan have Monday as their day of rest 
 
Co-ordinator for Hospital visiting and Communion 
The Revd. Jan Crossley          852545 
 
Team administrator: Kirsty Wells 

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW 
01747 853060  office@stmin.org.uk 

 
Open from 9.00 till 12 noon Mon, Tues, Fri 

Wednesday 10.00 till 12 noon. 
 

Web site: www.stmin.org.uk 
 

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisburyanglican.org  
 

Key ring 
Clergy consultant: The Revd. Dr Simon Chambers 
 
Parish correspondents: 
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263 
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331 
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432 
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129 
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819 
Motcombe  Rosie King   854093 
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980 
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison     m.a.pattison@gmail.com  

 

mailto:helen@stmin.org.uk
mailto:simon@stmin.org.uk
mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/
http://www.salisburyanglican.org/
mailto:m.a.pattison@gmail.com


3 

Leader Article – September 2015  

Dear Friends, 

I still find that the beginning of September feels like the 

start of a new term, even though it’s a very long time since I 

left school. The combination of getting back to work feeling 

refreshed after a holiday, with light days and (we hope!) 

warm weather, makes September seem a much better time 

for starting new projects than cold, dark January does. It 

might not be when the calendar starts, but it’s a good time 

for new beginnings. 

It won’t surprise you to hear that this year my feeling that 

September will bring new possibilities is stronger than ever. 

Moving to Shaftesbury to become your new Team Rector is 

really exciting – I’m delighted to have arrived and 

enthusiastic about all that will come next. I’m looking 

forward to meeting many of you when I am installed by 

Bishop Nick on September 9th (7pm at St James’). Do come 

along if you can, not least to thank and support all those 

who have done so much in the churches through the 

vacancy.  

Looking back to when I visited Shaftesbury and met people 

from the churches, I remember very clearly the sense I got 

that the church communities here love God and care about 

the communities they serve. Loving God and loving our 

neighbours are fundamental to what it means to be a 

Christian. In the months ahead I’m looking forward to 
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exploring more of what that means for us in the Shaftesbury 

Team in the next stage of our life together.  

The Team Retreat later this month will share in that process 

by considering the theme ‘Everyday Disciples’. During the 

Retreat we’ll take time to reflect and pray together as we 

consider what God calls us to in our everyday lives. But if 

you’re not coming on the Retreat, you won’t miss being part 

of the conversation – what it means to follow God as 

disciples in our daily lives is a question I hope we’ll be able 

to think about across the Team through the autumn. I hope 

that we can follow up the Alpha Course Bishop Graham 

Kings led here with a discipleship course to continue our 

learning – look out for more details in due course. 

This is a time of new beginnings and new possibilities. If we 

choose, we can each take a fresh look at what God might be 

asking us to do – who he wants us to be – in the months 

and years to come. I hope we can share the adventure of 

responding to God. That will mean supporting one another 

so we can follow Jesus more closely, and making God’s love 

ever more visible in our town and villages. Following Christ 

is a joy and a privilege – it’s good to be here. 

With every blessing, 

Helen 

 

-------o0o------- 
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Team News  

Licensing of the New Team Rector 

The New Team Rector; Rev. Helen Dawes will be licensed on 

Wednesday 9th September 7.00pm in St James’ church. All are 

welcome. 

Refreshments will be served afterwards in Abbey School – 

contributions of food from the churches are being sought, please see 

your church warden for your church list. 
 

-------o0o------- 
 

Team Service 

There will be a Team Service on Sunday 13th September in St Peter’s 

Church at the later time of 11.00am. This will be followed by a bring 

and share lunch, which will be a lovely opportunity to meet Helen, 

Jonathan and the family more informally. Please see your church 

wardens for a list to sign.  
 

-------o0o------- 

A Thank You from Christian Aid HQ The following is a quote from 

a letter recently received from HQ and which we felt you all deserve to 

share. “Please do pass on our sincere thanks to all those who 

volunteered their time or made a donation in support of our work this 

Christian Aid Week.  Together we are able to help people like Loko 

Jarso who had no choice but to make a back breaking, dangerous 

eight hour walk several times a week to collect firewood to sell – 

otherwise she feared her children would starve.  Thanks to you, Loko 

recently received the cow she dreamed of, as well as two goats, from 

our partner, Hundee.  Your support has transformed her life and she is 

on her journey to bulding a hopeful future for her family.  Loko’s words 

say it all.  “You have brought me happiness”. 

At Christian Aid we continually witness how giving, acting and praying 

brings about profound change in the world’s poorest communities.  In 

emergency situations and committed long-term development, we tackle 
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the causes and symptoms of poverty across the globe.  We choose our 

partners on the ground carefully, working with all kinds of local groups 

who see great need, and are innovative and effective in helping 

communities to change their situations.” The local committee would like 

to add their thanks too.  We are so grateful for your support. 

 

-------o0o------- 
 

Did you know about The John Foyle’s Charity?   

It was created in 1647 with the specific aim of benefiting those in need in 

Shaftesbury. Times change, circumstances change but after over 300 

years, John Foyle’s is still helping people in financial need. 

These days, help has been given for employment training costs, 

equipment for the disabled, essential household goods and many more. 

If you need help or, most importantly, know someone who needs help, 

then please contact Mr Simon Rutter and ask for an application form. 

Applicants must live in Shaftesbury or Cann and forms must be 

countersigned and supported by a relevant professional (GP, Social 

Worker, Health professional etc.), or ‘person of standing in the 

community’. 

Contact Details: Mr Simon C Rutter 

Proctor Watts Cole Rutter 

Grosvenor House 

Bleke Street, 

Shaftesbury SP7 8AW 

Telephone: 01747 851881 
 

-------o0o------- 
 

Advance Notice  

HEADSMART Variety Show Saturday 7th November 2015 

7.30pm. St Peter’s Church. Tickets available from Eleanor 

Wetherilt or Robert Frith Optometrist, Shaftesbury from 1st 

September. 
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DO YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO IS BLIND OR PARTIALLY 

SIGHTED? 

If so, might you be able to interest them in receiving the Shaftesbury 

Area Talking Newspaper? This is an entirely free publication that 

arrives by post each week in the form of a recording on a memory stick. 

Recipients are provided with a simple piece of equipment on which to 

play the recording. The recording itself contains some ninety minutes of 

news and features read from the Blackmore Vale Magazine, the 

Salisbury Journal, the Western Gazette, and other local publications 

including Key Ring. 

If you would like more information, or indeed already have some names 

and addresses to hand, do please telephone Colin Francis on 01747 

851803 or Collette Drury on 01258 273923. 

 

LPA News 

As LPAs we can find ourselves working with people quite heavily 
burdened by their troubles. It's only right that we bring Jesus' 
compassion as we visit and listen. But full healing tends to come from a 
deeper understanding of the hope and truth beyond these troubles, 
which an open relationship with Jesus brings. That hope comes from 
the way in which God has made us in His image - which includes the 
beauty He sees in us as His children, even though we may have become 
embroiled in all manner of difficulty, for which we now seek pastoral 
care. To know that we are totally accepted for who we are, as sons and 
daughters of our Father God, is the most profound truth to be able to 
offer a person for their healing. It is in the depth of our prayer, when 
we open ourselves to God, that we receive His grace for this purpose. 

Mindy Bennett 
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St John’s Enmore Green 

Friday 4th September  12noon to 1.30pm 

Community Lunch in the Church. All Welcome. No need to book – a 

donation towards costs appreciated.  

 

Team House Group Thursdays 10th  and 24th  September  

8.00pm  in the Church Hall.  Theme: ‘Are you a Christian or just a 

Churchgoer?’ A look at the letter of James.  

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday 4th October  – Harvest Service 6.30pm  

All Welcome 

 

Friday 9th October  – Harvest Supper in the Church. All welcome  

7.00pm.  Food, fun and entertainment!  £7.00 Please phone 

Elizabeth Preston on 01747 850654 or Jo Churchill on 01747 

850432 to reserve a place. 

 

Sunday 11th October  

FASHION ON RATION 

2.30pm for 3.00pm 

Original Fashions from 1935 – 1945 

Tickets: £10.00 to include tea and cake 

Contact Jo Churchill on 01747 850432 
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas 

Services in September 

Sunday   6th September   8.00am Prayer Book Holy Communion 

Sunday 20th September 11.00am Holy Communion with hymns 

 

Harvest Festival and Village Harvest Celebration Weekend 

Our Harvest Festival will be on Sunday 11th October at 6.00pm. Come 

and help us as we thank God for all his goodness to us and pray for 

success for our farmers.  A collection will be taken in aid of Gillingham  

Foodbank. 

After the service there will be a shared meal in the Church Hall.  Please  

bring a plate of food to share and come along to celebrate with your  

neighbours.  Drinks will be provided. 

The Harvest Festival is part of the Village Harvest Celebration 

Weekend,  which begins with Apple Day on Saturday 10th October.  

Look out for details of Apple Day on the village notice boards. 

Dorothy Leach 

We are sad to announce the death of Dorothy Leach, who was, for many 

years, a faithful member of the congregation at St Mary’s.  Dorothy was 

an artist and a skilled designer and she designed and painted the first 

three of our beautiful baptismal rolls.  She also embroidered some of 

the hassocks in the main part of the church.   

She died peacefully at her home in Child Okeford.  Her funeral will be  

in Compton and she will be buried in the churchyard, with her husband. 
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St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Tools With a Mission 

The PCC has decided to arrange a parish collection of unwanted hand tools for 

passing to Tools with a Mission, a Christian organization which collects, 

refurbishes and distributes overseas, garden, carpentry, building, plumbing, 

car maintenance including electrical tools and dress-making tools plus 

computers, to provide the means for people to earn a living and be self 

supporting.  We will pass tools to a local collection centre at Pimperne or 

Sherborne, from where they will be sent to one of seven large refurbishing 

centres, to be sorted, made into kits, stored and sent to third world countries on 

request by agencies based in the developing countries.  They send around 20 

containers overseas each year.  

 

Melbury Abbas Bells 

Many thanks to St Thomas’s Preservation Society for providing new stays and 

a slider for the bells in the church.  The Melbury church bellringers are taking 

part in their first competition on 12th September in Chilmark.  Wish them luck!  

 

Dates for the Diary 

Friday 11th September  
Our monthly breakfast from 8.30 - 9.30am so please do come along and join 

us. We are a group of between eight and twelve and we all have a lovely time 

together over this leisurely meal. If you would like to come along and join us, 

please can you let Jan know on 852545. For those interested, a service of  

Holy Communion follows, on starting at 10.00am. If you are able to join us 

for this act of worship, we shall be pleased to see you. 
 

12th September  

Dorset Historic Churches Trust ‘Ride and Stride’  

Please help support Rodney Atwood and Richard Poole by sponsoring them.  

All money raised is split between the Historic Churches Trust and the church. 

 

4th October 11.00am  
Harvest Festival.  We shall be collecting fresh fruit and vegetables, eggs and 

tinned foods which will be passed to the Women’s Refuge after the service.  

Please bring your gifts along in the morning.  Thank you.  
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Thursday, 22nd October at 7.00 p.m.  

Members of the Madrigal Society and String Orchestra of Sherborne 

Girls' School are coming, very kindly, to St. Thomas's Church, Melbury 

Abbas and will be giving a varied programme of choral items and music 

for strings. Tickets £10.00 in advance from Mrs. E. Lindsay-Rea  01747 

853892 or on the door.  Proceeds to The Friends of Guys Marsh - 

Charity Number 1104063. 

 

1st November 6.00pm  
All Saints Day service. This is a quiet meditative service when we remember 

our loved ones who are no longer with us.  Please come along and invite 

family, friends and neighbours.  Refreshments will be served after the service.  

8th November 10.45am  
Team Service at St Thomas's  We shall be hosting this service and our 

preacher will be our new Archdeacon of Dorset, the Ven. Antony MacRow-

Wood.  Refreshments will be served after this service.  If you are able to help 

serve refreshments or make biscuits please contact Jan.  Thank you.   

 
 

 

From the Registers 

 

Baptism 8th August - Oscar Harry Hennix Wheeler 

  30th August - Arlo James Woolmington  

 

 

Funeral  12th August – James Sandys-Renton 

  Commended to God’s keeping  
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St Peter’s St James’ 
St John’s 

Enmore 

St Mary’s 

Motcombe 

September 

6th  

Trinity 14 

9.30am 

Family Service 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

6.30pm 

Evensong 

11.00am 

HC BCP 

Wednesday 

9th  

September 

Licensing of Helen Dawes  

7.00pm St James’ 

September 

13th  

Trinity 15 

 11.00am Team Service at St Peter’s  

September 

20th  

Trinity 16 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

9.30am 

HC CW1 
 

6.30pm  

Evensong 

11.15am 

HC CW1 

8am 

HC BCP 

 

9.30am 

The Gathering  

September 

27th 

Trinity 17 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

 8.00am 

HC BCP 
 

9.30am  

HC CW1 

11.15am 

Family Service 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

October 4th  

Trinity 18 

Harvest  

Harvest 

9.30am 

Family Service 

Harvest  

9.30am 

HC CW1 

Harvest  

6.30pm 

Evensong 

Harvest  

11.00am 

HC CW1 

 

Weekday Services 

St Peter’s  8.00am  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

St Mary’s Motcombe  8.30am  Monday – Saturday 

St Thomas Melbury  8.30am  Friday 
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St Mary’s 

Compton 

St 

Thomas’ 

Melbury 

St Margaret 

M Marsh 

St Thomas 

E Orchard 

St Luke 

W Orchard 

September 

6th  

Trinity 14 

8am 

HC BCP 
 

11.15am 

HC BCP 
 

6.30pm 

 

Wednesday 

9th  

September 

Licensing of Helen Dawes  

7.00pm St James’ 

September 

13th  

Trinity 15 

11.00am Team Service at St Peter’s  

September 

20th  

Trinity 16 

11.00am 
HC CW1 

11.00am  
Matins 

11.00am 

Matins 
  

September 

27th 

Trinity 17 

 

 

 

 

11.00am 

HC CW1 

11.00am 

Matins 

 

 

October 4th  

Trinity 18 

Harvest  

8am 

HC BCP 

Harvest 

11.00am 

11.00am 

HC BCP 
 

6.30pm  

HC CW1 

 

Holy Communion 

10.30am  Wednesday   St Peter’s 

7.00pm  Thursday  St James’ 

10.00am  Friday    St Mary’s Motcombe 

10.00am  Friday (once a month) St Thomas’, Melbury Abbas 
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St Mary’s Motcombe 

MESSY CHURCH  

This is an alternative to a ‘traditional church’ as we meet in Motcombe 

School Hall from 3-5pm for a Sunday afternoon of activities based on a 

theme. Everyone is invited to join us for creativity and fun, using crafts 

and games before joining in a Worship Celebration and finishing with a 

delicious tea.  

* Sunday 6th September - Down Through The Roof  

* Sunday November 1st – I’m Not Doing That!  

Please contact Sarah Berry on sarah@hakey.org.uk to let her know if 

you plan to attend.  

WHEELS FOR THE WORLD – KOSOVO TRIP JUNE 2015  

Many thanks for those who supported us in prayer as I led a team of 

therapists, technicians, an administrator and pastor distributing mobility 

aids to people in great need in Kosovo. Although we did not see as 

many clients as expected, those we assessed frequently had complex 

needs so we were able to spend quality time with them. We personally 

seated 70 clients and left the remaining 90 wheelchairs and aids with 6 

organisations who worked with a variety of disabilities.  

Our prayer card had the verse ‘Declare his glory among the nations, his 

marvellous works among all the peoples’! Each Wheels team member 

had countless opportunities to watch God at work in individual lives, 

through SEED team members’ powerful testimonies and answered 

prayer. God did intervene in marvellous ways so individuals, bound 

within the constraints of their own immobility, could experience new 

freedom. One lady, who had been housebound for 4 years, said that she 

would go outside in her new chair and ‘breathe in fresh air’, whilst a 

grandmother, who carried her granddaughter into the centre, said that 

she would push her 10 kilometres home in her new wheelchair to save a 

3 euro taxi fare. Our trip was certainly full of ‘quality’ moments which 

will have been life-changing for the individuals concerned – to God be 

the glory, great things he has done!             

Jill Jenkinson  
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

 

Villages Fete 2015 was held on a beautifully sunny and quite 

warm! Saturday afternoon at the home of Martin and Elspeth 

Scott, Duncliffe Hall Farm, Stour Row. Everyone who attended 

enjoyed the perfect setting.  

A special thanks to all who provided items for the stalls or 

helped out on the day. 

Martin and Elspeth also hosted the Golf Dinner on 12th August 

following the fundraiser at Port Regis Golf Course. There were 

over thirty players and almost twice as many enjoying the meal 

and presentations. 

Final income will be given next month 

 

East Orchard Church 

All services arranged for St Thomas will continue for the moment 

be held at St Lukes West Orchard. So please remember if its your 

turn for cleaning or flower arranging. Please keep to your rota and 

contact Annie Barnes or Rita Stranger for keys. 

 

Tea and Chat 

The September T&C will be held on Wednesday 23rd September at 

Dyers Mead, East Orchard (Jan Lunn). Time 2.30pm to 3.30pm. 

Remember everyone is welcome. 

 

Ride and Stride Saturday 12th September. There is still time to 

enter. Please contact Annie Barnes or Rita Stranger. 

 

SERVICES will continue in the normal pattern 

The Team Barn Service will be held at Marsh Farm Bungalow 

barn on 30th August. 
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Harvest Festival will be a combined service held at West 

Orchard provisional date 4th October. 

The Country Show held in aid of Fortuneswell Cancer Trust and 

Medical Oncology Research Fund Poole Hospital at School House 

Farm, West Orchard raised over £10,000 for the charities. 

Colin and Jan are overwhelmed by the generosity of all those who 

donated items, helped set up before the event or on the day and all 

those who attended. A great day was had by all. 
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St Peter’s  

Reading Club 

Our successful and much-valued Reading Club at Shaftesbury Primary 

School will start up again this month.  We usually begin our weekly 

Thursday session about two weeks into term, once the teachers have 

sorted out the new classes and identified children who need extra help.  

The plan is to start on Thursday 24 September. 

We look forward to the return of our regular helpers, but in recent years 

there have been many candidates for this help so we could make really 

good use of a few more volunteers. The obligation is simply to give 

about 45 minutes from 3.15pm on as many Thursday afternoons in term 

time as you can manage, to sit and listen to the reading of a child who 

will benefit from a little one-to-one support. No special skills are 

required. The children are in year 2, ages 6 and 7. 

The sessions probably take just over an hour of a volunteer’s time each 

week, from when you leave home until you return there.  Although it is 

particularly helpful to have volunteers attending for each week of the 

programme, you can make a valuable contribution even if you can't 

make every week.  

If you think you could make the time to give a hand with this and  

would like to know more, please contact Ros Wetherilt at 

ros.wetherilt@yahoo.co.uk or speak to her in church to see how you 

could help. 

Gillingham Food Bank 

St Peter's collection of food for the Foodbank began 3 years ago in 

September 2012. The Foodbank itself had been started the previous 

December. It is now firmly established and serves an area within a 10 

miles radius of Gillingham, which includes Shaftesbury, Stalbridge, 

Sturminster Newton and Wincanton and surrounding villages. I recently 

spoke with Hannah Gibbons who spearheads the Foodbank. She told 

mailto:ros.wetherilt@yahoo.co.uk


18 

me of her delight at how quickly the vision was caught by the 

community of churches and what a positive sense of purpose there has 

been in meeting this particular need in the local communities. 

Collection of food by local churches, businesses and organisations has 

been joined by supermarket "dump bins". In 2013/14 almost 20,000 

kilos of food were distributed via 17 charities and 10 churches, helping 

1374 adults and children (320 of whom were in Shaftesbury). Hannah 

told me that demand is greater in winter as higher fuel bills stretch tight 

budgets to breaking point. A few years ago the issue was delays in 

payment of benefits as the system was restructured, today the problem 

is mostly low income and debt. 

The Trussell Trust food voucher pattern is followed by The Gillingham 

Food Bank, meeting the needs of those at crisis point with food to eat, 

but also helping with advice available on housing, debt and benefits.  

It is pleasing that the continuing level of donations is meeting the need, 

so please continue to give via the supermarket bins or the box in church. 

Each Monday a rota including myself and three other helpers empty the 

food bins in Tesco and the Co-op and take the food to the collection 

point in Station Road, Gillingham.  

Thank you for your continuing support. More volunteers will always be 

welcome.  

                    Elizabeth Wray 

    

Christmas Shoe Box appeal  

If you are following the 10 month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in 

need, for September we will be concentrating on hats & gloves. If you 

are a knitter, you may well have made a hat to include in your box by 

now, but if not, hopefully other kind folk in the congregation may have 

made one that you can include. Stretchy gloves are available from 
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Bargains for about £1. Scarves are acceptable, but you may well find by 

now that they take up too much room in the shoe box. Please do not 

include socks or other items of clothing.  

When you have made your purchase, pop it in your shoe box if you are 

intending to make up your own box, or bring it into St Peter’s and place 

it in the small swing bin in the tower area. 

Volunteers invited for expanded choir 

ST PETER'S CHOIR have been invited to join forces with the choir at 

Wilton Parish Church to sing Choral Evensong for their Patronal 

Festival on Sunday October 11th at 6pm. Harold Jackson would like to 

invite any singers from the parish who would like to join us for this 

event - particularly, but not exclusively, those who sang with the 

Special Choir on Good Friday. There will be a rehearsal on the day at 

3:45. The music includes 'How lovely is thy dwelling place' from 'A 

German Requiem' by Brahms and Herbert Murrill's setting of the 

Evening Canticles in E. Please could interested singers contact Harold 

at harold.jacksonorganist@gmail.com. Rehearsals will begin on Friday, 

September 4th at 6:45-7:15 at St Peter's. We hope to join forces with 

Wilton again later in the year for a concert to raise funds for St Peter's, 

at Shaftesbury Primary School in which we hope to include a 

performance of Vivaldi's 'Gloria'.  

 

From the Registers 

Weddings 

August 14th   Krystl Ride & Christopher Clarke  

August 15th   Dean Starr & Marnie Dodd 
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St James’ Church 

Pilgrim Service on Sunday 12th July was entitled Breathing Space.  

The Pilgrim forgot about the hassle of life, the clash of watching 

Wimbledon or doing the gardening and so on.  He is chilling out, by 

himself, getting back to nature and just thinking of life's essentials.  

We welcome anyone who would enjoy this service, which is 

interspersed with songs from the Celtic tradition, following which we 

enjoy sharing friendship and refreshments.  Our next service is on 

Sunday September 13th at 6.30pm.  If you would like more information 

please contact Paul Cooper, Tel. 854036 or Email 

paulbearsden@yahoo.co.uk.    

Q.P.M. It is perhaps difficult to imagine a more fitting ending to a 

perfect summer’s day than a beautifully sung Choral Evensong. On 

Sunday 19th July (St James' Patronal Festival) we had just that, when 

St James’ welcomed the Salisbury based ladies choir Q.P.M. (short for 

“quoque plures mulieres” – loose Latin for “too many women”) to lead 

the worship. Directed by Patricia Dragonetti, the choir sang with 

considerable artistry. I particularly enjoyed the unaccompanied 

antiphonal singing of the Nunc Dimittis, when half the choir sang from 

the back of the church, while the responses, also unaccompanied, 

were, I believe, a world premiere no less. The choir used a really lovely 

arrangement of the ever-popular “Brother James’ Air” for the Psalm 

and provided us with some glorious harmony in the final, rousing hymn 

“Ye watchers and ye holy ones”. What a wonderful experience it all 

was. One can only hope that Q.P.M. can be persuaded to pay a return 

visit in the not too distant future.  

Annual Pimms Party on Tuesday 11 August.  The Friends of St 

James' annual summer event - the Pimms Party - was a great 

success despite the failure of the English summer to materialise! The 

church buzzed with a lively throng and the refreshments and nibbles 

were excellent! Bunting added a new flavour to the church decor and 

the Pimms was expertly mixed - not in the font but close by! A great 

mailto:paulbearsden@yahoo.co.uk
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time was had by all - people were reluctant to leave - a good sign! 

Hopefully next year will see more sunshine but no less enthusiasm 

from everyone! Thanks to all the helpers and attendees for making this 

such a super evening! 

 
Ride and Stride As part of The Dorset Historic Churches Trust's 

Annual "Ride and Stride" on Saturday 12 September we, the St James 

Pilgrims, will be striding from Sturrminster Newton to Marnhull and, for 

some, beyond, visiting Blackmore Vale Churches. We shall be looking 

for individual or group sponsorship. If you would like to participate or 

obtain further information contact Alan Carter 852820. Remember that 

50% of the money raised can be given directly back to our Re-Ordering 

Fund.  

Labyrinth - the theme for September will be 'Gratitude for our 

Countryside'. We are so blessed in this place to be surrounded by such 

beauty; September allows us the time, before focussing on Harvest-

tide, to look back over the Spring and Summer and give thanks for all 

we have experienced and enjoyed.   

Forward Planning!  The year is moving on quickly and we need to 

bear in mind that the Christmas Fair is only two months ahead!  A 

gentle reminder then, to start thinking about putting by the odd item for 

the gift stall, make a few jars of jam or pickle or collecting anything that 

would help to stock one of the other stalls - decorations, tombola, raffle 

etc. Also, if you have any ideas for any other type of stall that would be 

appropriate, Sue Ballett would be delighted to hear from you. (Email. 

suetarkatwo@gmail.com or Tel. 854294) 

From the Registers 

Sunday July 26th Baptism of Harley Thomas George Day 

Sunday August 9th Saffron Beatrice Aldridge and Lily Grace Baker  
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Diary  
9th September   7.00pm   Licensing of Rev’ Helen Dawes 

Thursday 10th   2.00pm  PCC Meeting in Church. 

12th September Dorset Historic Churches Trust 'Ride & Stride' (see 

above). 

Sunday 13th   11.00am TEAM service St Peter’s –  

Bring & Share lunch. 

Sunday 13th   6.00pm – Pilgrim Service (see above) 

Saturday 19th   1.00pm Wedding 

 

A Child's Eye View 

A little boy was attending his first wedding.  After the service, his cousin 

asked him, 'How many women can a man marry?'.  'Sixteen', the boy 

responded.  'How do you know that?', his cousin asked.  'Easy', the 

little boy replied, 'All you have to do is add it up,  like the vicar said: 4 

better, 4 worse, 4 richer, 4 poorer.' 

It's simple really…. 

After a church service on Sunday morning, a young boy suddenly 

announced to his mother, 'Mum, I've decided to become a vicar when I 

grow up.'  'That's okay with us, but what made you decide that?' she 

replied.  'Well', said the little boy, 'I have to go to church on Sunday 

anyway, and it will be more fun to stand up and yell, than to sit and 

listen.' 

-------o0o------- 
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Deadline for October KeyRing  

Monday 14th September 9.00am  


