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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector   The Revd Helen Dawes 
      helen@stmin.org.uk  

Team Vicar:    The Revd Dr. Simon Chambers 
01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk  

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jan Crossley 
01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk  

Helen has Friday, Simon & Jan have Monday as their day of rest 

Co-ordinator for Hospital visiting and Communion 
The Revd. Jan Crossley        852545

Team administrator: Kirsty Wells
The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW 

01747 853060  office@stmin.org.uk

Open from 9.00 till 12 noon Mon, Tues, Fri 
Wednesday 10.00 till 12 noon. 

Web site: www.stmin.org.uk

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisburyanglican.org
 

Key ring 
Clergy consultant: The Revd. Dr Simon Chambers 

Parish correspondents: 
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331 
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129 
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Rosie King   854093
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison     m.a.pattison@gmail.com  
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Leader Article – October 2015  

Harvest festivals are upon us with most churches celebrating their 

Harvest Service and a ‘Harvest Home’ jollity in the first weeks of 

October. “All is safely gathered in ere the winter storms begin” as the 

hymn puts it, which is good as, at the moment, the media is saying, 

with the ‘El Niño’ effect, it could be the worst winter since 1963 with 

snow storms for us at the end of October – we shall see. It is 

fascinating to see how nature prepares for winter in many different 

ways. I distinctly remember watching squirrels burying conkers; storing 

them for the winter. Now, it has been said by some, that squirrels are 

merely rats with good PR, but I have to say I can’t agree: I have a joyful 

fascination of them. Maybe it’s something to do with the way they 

move, play, and almost naïvely leap from one thin branch towards the 

next tree. At this time of year they are preoccupied with storing. We 

don’t have many squirrels in Shaftesbury but in my last parish I had 

several horse chestnut trees in the garden I got to know the two 

families of squirrels there quite well. Interestingly not all squirrels have 

the same technique for storing! There was one squirrel which was a bit 

of a perfectionist and on picking up a conker would bounce about the 

lawn till it found just the right spot. He would then put down the 

conker on the grass and open out a neat hole in the grass next to it. 

Pushing down into the soil till there was a round hole that will just take 

the conker, he then pressed it in and neatly pushed the grass back 

together so that you could hardly see where the conker has been put, 

save for the slightly muddy marks on a few blades of grass: it was all 

very clever. However, there was another squirrel of the same family 

who has a totally different attitude to work: picking up a conker he just 

walked over to a likely spot, made a feeble attempt to push the conker 

into the ground, without much digging, and then often-as-not pick up a 

leaf and place it over the conker so it had gone from his sight. Now, 
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who am I to say which has the better technique, for I don’t know 

exactly what they were individually aiming to achieve, but I do know 

that as created by God I appreciated them for their differences as well 

as their common passion for the work they are doing. I’m glad squirrels 

work together, because it has now been shown that through the 

winter they actually share their store so each doesn’t need to 

remember where they store each conker. How we share our store of 

wealth, of our resources is a big theme of Harvest; how we welcome 

others to share the bounty that God has given us is firmly rooted 

though out the bible. Maybe our hearts can be a little more open to 

‘God’s way’ as we hanker down for winter, sharing our ‘store’ with 

others. 

 

Team Rector 
The Collation and Installation of The Reverend Helen Dawes as Team 

Rector of Shaftesbury 

On Wednesday 9
th
 September 2015 at 

7pm in St James' Church, Shaftesbury, 

Helen Dawes was presented, licensed and 

installed as the new Team Rector of the 

Benefice.  Although St Peter's will be her 

main church, St James' is the largest of 

the Team churches and capable of holding 

the 250 people attending the service. The 

presiding clerics were Nicholas Holton, 

Bishop of Salisbury; Anthony Macrow-

Wood, Archdeacon; David Seymour, 

Rural Dean and Jean Osborne, Dean. 

Firstly, Helen was presented and 

introduced to the congregation, noting 

both the process of choosing and the 
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previous work of Helen at Lambeth Palace. Helen was warmly 

welcomed by all and the symbols of her ministry were presented – the 

water of Baptism, the Bible and finally the Chalice and Paten, moving 

around the church as appropriate.  The reading had been chosen by 

Helen (St Matthew 20:24-34) and the Bishop took forward the theme of 

Christian service to his Sermon. The Licensing then took place, with 

Helen taking the Oaths and receiving the Cure of Souls here.  The next 

part of the ceremony, the Installation took place; starting at the door of 

the church with Helen receiving the keys, she also tolled a bell as the 

signal of the start of her ministry.  There was a final welcoming of 

Helen by the representatives of the church and the local community 

including the Mayor Richard Tippins, then prayers before the dismissal.  

The Bishop and Helen stood at the door to greet all the congregation as 

they left the church. 

Everyone then moved to the Abbey School Hall for refreshments, a 

superb spread generously provided by members of the various churches. 

It was a chance to chat with the various dignitaries and Helen herself. It 

was a warm, full and kindly introduction on both sides, for Helen and 

for all the members of the various congregations.  A special occasion 

indeed! 

 

-------o0o-------
  

Advance Notice  

HEADSMART Variety Show Saturday 7th November 2015 

7.30pm. St Peter’s Church. Tickets available from Eleanor 

Wetherilt or Robert Frith Optometrist, Shaftesbury from 1st 

September. 
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LPA News 
I have been an LPA for some 20 years.  At times, I wonder what is the 

difference between an LPA and other members of the Church?  I have 

come to the conclusion that the main difference is that LPAs have been 

licensed by the Diocese to carry out certain duties, such as taking Home 

Communions, visiting the elderly and sick and generally making certain 

that no member of our Church is left in any kind of need. 

I am convinced that many members of our congregations either already 

do work which comes under some of these headings, or are very 

capable of doing so.  I consider that a main part of my work is involved 

in making people welcome in the church, either on Sundays or during 

the week, in talking to visitors, and talking to as many people as I can 

before and after services, even if this means doing so in my choir robes.  

I feel that it is very important that we show our churches to be friendly, 

welcoming and caring places whoever comes through the door, and 

most of us can do this. 

I also feel that a very important part of the work is involved with people 

outside the church, in particular with the elderly, the sick and the 

young.   There are so many people who are in need of a friendly, caring 

word, or need help in so many ways.  Maybe yours might be the word 

which makes a difference in someone’s life?

Finally from a Taize Newsletter 

If compassion were to disappear from our societies, what would 

become of humankind? At the centre of the life of the community he 

founded, Brother Roger set three Gospel values which are accessible to 

all: joy, simplicity, mercy. During the next three years, could these 

three words accompany you on your journey, helping you to open wide 

the doors of solidarity – in your heart, around you, and in society? 

John Kitching  
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St John’s Enmore Green 

Friday 2nd  October – no community lunch due to the Christian Aid 

Harvest Lunch in the Town Hall. 
 

Sunday 4th October – Harvest Service Evensong (traditional 

language) 6.30pm 

Gifts of non-perishable foodstuffs for the Food Bank can be 

brought to the service or left at 15 The Knapp. 

If you have produce, flowers or greenery with which we can 

decorate the church please bring them to 15 The Knapp or leave at 

the church  Help with decorating the church on Friday/Saturday 

will be welcomed; ring Sue on 852851 or Elizabeth 850654 for 

times.  
 

Friday 9th October 

Harvest Supper in the Church. 

All welcome  7.00pm. 

Food, fun and entertainment! 

Two course meal with wine - £7.00 per head. Phone Elizabeth 

Preston on 850654 or Jo Churchill on 850432 to reserve a place.  

Let us know if you are vegetarian or have other dietary 

requirements. 
 

Sunday 11th October - FASHION ON RATION 

2.30pm for 3.00pm start 

An evocative afternoon commemorating the 70th anniversary of 

Victory in 1945, with wartime fashions from the Theresa Weller 

Collection, modelled live.  Spanning the mid 1930’s to Utility 

designs, ‘Make Do and Mend’ creations, a wartime wedding and 
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Dior’s ‘New Look’ of 1947, tap your feet to the sound of Glen Miller 

and enjoy the patriotic songs of the second world war. 

Tickets: £10.00 to include tea and cake 

Ring Jo Churchill on 850432 to request tickets and send cheque, 

made out to St. John’s, Enmore Green, to 6 Long Cross, Enmore 

Green, Shaftesbury SP7 8QP 
 

Plant and Produce Stall – Once again this has been very successful 

and we are very grateful to everyone who has contributed or 

bought plants and produce. It is quite a social gathering point and 

has raised nearly £404 so far this year. Thank you all very much.  
 

Future dates for your diary 
 

Monday 2nd November.   St. John’s Occasional Singers 

The Singers, under their conductor Brian Watts, meet together 

twice a year – once for the annual Carol Service and then for a 

reflective service at Easter.   There is no audition and everyone is 

welcome.  The Carol Service this year will be on Sunday 20th 

December and the Singers will start rehearsing on We meet in St. 

John’s from 6.00pm to 7.00pm.  If you want to know more about 

the sort of music we sing please contact Jo Churchill on 01747 

850432. 
 

Friday 6th November – Community Lunch in the Church 12 - 1.30pm.  
 

From the Registers: 

Baptism 

5th  September Isla Rose McRitchie and Samuel Oliver McRitchie 
 

Marriage 

22nd August James Monks and Ruth Emma Legg 
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St Thomas’ Melbury Abbas 

Dates for your diaries:  

Sunday 4
th

 October at 11.00am – Harvest Festival 

At this service we shall be collecting fruit and vegetables, preserves and 

packeted items suitable for the Women’s Refuge.  I know that your 

contributions will be well received.  A Harvest lunch follows this 

service in the village hall for those who have pre-booked their places.  

Friday 9
th

 October between 8.30 and 9.30am. – Monthly Breakfast   

If you haven’t been before do come along and join us.  Please let Jan 

know on 852545 so that there is plenty of breakfast for everyone.  

Thank you.  

Thursday 22
nd

 October at 7.00pm – Concert 

This will be an enjoyable evening when members of the Madrigal 

Society and String Orchestra of Sherborne Girls’ School entertain us.  If 

you haven’t already bought your tickets from Mrs. E Lindsay-Rea 

(01747 853892), you can still do so, or pay on the night at the door.  

The proceeds will be going to The Friends of Guys Marsh so do come 

along and support this event.  

Sunday 1
st
 November at 6.00pm – All Souls’ Service on All Saints’ 

Day We hope that you will be able to join us for this quiet meditative 

service when we remember loved ones who are no longer with us.  

Please invite family, friends and neighbours.  We will be serving 

refreshments after the service. 

Sunday 8
th

 November 10.45 am – Remembrance Service 

Sunday 29
th

 November 10.00 am – Team Service 

We are delighted that the Ven. Antony MacRow-Wood, our new 

archdeacon, will be coming to preach at this service.  We need people to 

help with the refreshments after this service.  There will be a list on the 

notice board nearer the time for you to sign if you are able to help.  
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11th & 12th December. - Nativity Festival  

We have been asked to do the Nativity Festival again.  This year we are 

hoping that children from our local schools will be able to come and see 

Nativity Sets from all over the world.  Also there will be a competition 

for homemade Nativities.  Why not have a go and start making now.  

More details in next month’s Key Ring.

Please note that there was an error in the September edition of Key 

Ring.  

The 8th November at 10.45am is our Remembrance Service and it 

is not a Team service .  

Tools With a Mission 

The PCC has decided to arrange parish collection of unwanted hand 

tools for passing to Tools with a Mission, a Christian organisation 

which collects, refurbishes and distributes overseas, garden, carpentry, 

building, plumbing, car maintenance including electrical tools and 

dress-making tools plus computers, to provide the means for people to 

earn a living and be self supporting.  We will pass tools to a local 

collection centre in Pimperne or Sherborne, from where they will be 

sent to one of seven large refurbishing centres, to be sorted, made into 

kits, stored and sent to third world countries on request by agencies 

based in the developing countries.  They send around 20 containers 

overseas each year.  

Helen’s licensing service was a memorable event. 

It was lovely to see so many people in St. James for the licensing and in 

St. Peter’s Church for Helen’s first service. Thank you to those who 

contributed towards the refreshments after both services. For those who 

haven’t met Helen there will be an opportunity for you to meet her 

when she presides at our service on Bible Sunday, 25th October at 

11am.  
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James Sandys-Renton 1926 – 2015  

James was born in Farnborough and rose to be a major in the Royal 

Artillery.  He was a man of diverse talents, including becoming a 

member of the Magic Circle.  James and his wife Elizabeth came to live 

in Shaftesbury in 2009 and have been regular worshippers at St 

Thomas’s and accepted sidesperson and lesson reading tasks.  During 

his recent deteriorating health, James demonstrated great courage and 

retained his enthusiasm for life.  We miss him and his dry sense of 

humour.  

Dorset Historic Churches Trust ‘Ride and Stride’ 

Many thanks to Rodney Atwood and Richard Poole who took part in 

this event.  It is a wonderful way in helping our church financially but 

also supporting the Dorset Historic Churches Trust. 

St Thomas’s Church Preservation Society

Many thanks to all who provided cakes, sandwiches, pies 

and refreshments for the stall we hold each year at the 

Shaftesbury and Gillingham Show.  We are always grateful 

to loyal supporters who visit the stall to buy their picnic 

lunches.  This year we also made coffee and tea for the other 

stallholders in our tent, which was so popular that we ran out of paper 

cups!  With donations, kindly received, the sum of £484 was raised 

towards the upkeep of our church. 
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St Peter’s St James’
St John’s

Enmore

St Mary’s

Motcombe

October 4
th

Trinity 18

Harvest 

Harvest

9.30am

Family Service

Harvest 

9.30am

HC CW1

Harvest 

6.30pm

Evensong

Harvest 

11.00am

October 11
th

Trinity 19

8.00am 

HC BCP

9.30am 

HC CW1

9.30am 

HC CW1

6.00pm

Pilgrim 

11.15am

HC CW1

9.30am

HC CW1

October 18
th

Trinity 20

9.30am

HC CW1

9.30am

HC CW1

6.30pm 

Evensong

11.15am

HC CW1

8am

HC BCP

9.30am

The Gathering 

October 25
th

Bible Sunday

9.30am

HC CW1

6.30pm #

8.00am

HC BCP

9.30am 

HC CW1

11.15am

Family Service

9.30am

HC CW1

November 1
st

All Saints 

9.30am

Family Service

9.30am 

HC CW1

6.30pm

Evensong

11.00am

HC BCP

 

Weekday Services 

St Peter’s  8.30am  Monday - Friday 

St Mary’s Motcombe  8.30am  Monday – Saturday 

St Thomas Melbury  8.30am  Friday 

 

# Sunday 25
th

 October 

6.30pm St Peter’s Church – Team Celebration of Ministry 
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St Mary’s

Compton

St Thomas’

Melbury

St Margaret

M Marsh

St Thomas

E Orchard

St Luke

W Orchard

October 4
th

Trinity 18

Harvest 

8am

HC BCP

Harvest

11.00am

11.00am

Harvest Service @ West Orchard 

October 

11
th

Trinity 19

6.00pm 
Harvest

11.00am
HC CW1

11.00am
HC CW1 @ 

West 

October 

18
th

Trinity 20

11.00am
HC CW1

11.00am 
Matins

11.00am

Matins

October 

25
th

Bible

Sunday

11.00am

HC CW1

11.00am

Matins

November 

1
st

All Saints 

8.00am

HC BCP

11.00am

HC BCP

6.30pm

HC CW1

Holy Communion 

10.30am  Wednesday   St Peter’s 

7.00pm  Thursday  St James’ 

10.00am  Friday    St Mary’s Motcombe 

10.00am  Friday (once a month) St Thomas’, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

 

 



14 

St Mary’s Compton Abbas 

Services in October 

Sunday   4
th
 October 8.00 am Prayer Book Holy Communion 

Sunday 11
th
 October 6.00 pm Harvest Festival and supper 

Sunday 19
th
 October  11.00 am Holy Communion with hymns 

Harvest Celebration Weekend 

The weekend of 10
th

-11
th

 October will be our Village Harvest 

Celebration Weekend. On the morning of Saturday 10
th
 October, 

between 9.30 am and midday, everyone is invited to bring produce and 

flowers and help decorate the church for Harvest Festival. The church 

will be open from 9.30am and we will be decorating until about 

midday. 

Then from 2.00pm onwards, you are invited to Fanner’s Field, for 

Apple Day, organised by the Social Club. If you can, please bring a bag 

of apples for juicing and a favourite recipe to add to the village Apple 

Recipe Folder.  There will be apple games  too, like apple-bobbing and 

a competition for cutting the longest continuous  piece of apple peel.   

There will be an Apple Tea available, with apple cake and clotted 

cream. Please bring your own chairs and a table if you think you will 

need one. 

On the next day, Sunday 11
th

 October, our Harvest Festival will start 

at 6.00pm.  Come and thank God for all his goodness to us – and then 

celebrate that goodness at our shared harvest Supper in the Church Hall.  

Please bring a plate of food to share.  Drinks will be provided. 

It looks like being a fantastic weekend! 
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St James’, Shaftesbury 

From the Registers 

Baptisms    23
rd

 August – Ronnie-Lee David Doble 

  13
th
 September - Lizzie May Joan Buttress 

Marriages 5
th
 September – Steven Banks and Jenna Burrow 

  19
th
 September – Christopher Drewitt and Ellen Mayo 

 

North Dorset Historic Churches Trust - Ride & Stride  

Eleven energetic members of St James’s Church took part in this 

sponsored cross-country walk on Saturday, September 12
th

. The event 

had been planned by Alan Carter and ably led by our guide, Nick 

Forrest, who had sussed out all the footpaths, stiles to clamber over and 

the ploughed fields to plod across. Chris Mahon and Philippa Forrest 

led off from Sturminster Newton church, via Hinton St Mary to 

Marnhull church where they left to sing at a wedding and passed on the 

baton. Nick then led our group (walking rather than striding!) the 

remaining six and a half miles in a circuit of the churches at Fifehead 

Magdalen, West Stour, Stour Provost, Todber and finally Stour Row. At 

each church, we were hospitably greeted and refreshed. The Ship Inn at 

West Stour was a most acceptable stop for lunch. I previously had no 

idea of the wealth of history and the jewel-like interiors and stained 

glass of the lovely little country churches we saw in just this small part 

of North Dorset and the sense of the Christian faith witnessed there 

down the centuries. The weather was glorious, the views of the 

countryside spectacular and not a motor vehicle in sight. We thank our 

sponsors for their generous support, which raised funds for both North 

Dorset Historic Churches Trust and St James'.                      

Murray Walker 



16 

Jazz at St James' 

Friday 30th October at 7.30pm 

Enjoy gentle jazz from Mike Botterill, Guitar, and James 

Budden, Bass, and swing with the newly formed band  

Quantum of Swing. 
 

£8 to include a glass of wine or soft drink, and nibbles. 

Tickets available from Viv Rudd (Tel. 851619),  

Alan Carter (Tel. 852820) or on the door. 
 

Proceeds in aid of St James' Re-ordering

Pilgrim Service - Sunday 13
th

 September

This week our theme was 'Off-loading', and we explored the visions our 

minds may see when we de-clutter them and feel so much more able to 

tackle the road ahead, both physically and mentally! 

Please come and join us on the second Sunday of each month at 6.00pm 

for this service, the language of which speaks to us, at whatever stage 

we are in our own journey, and is interspersed with songs in the Celtic 

tradition.  Afterwards we share friendship and refreshments.   
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Dates for your Diary

Harvest Festival – Sunday 4th October at 9.30am

Harvest Jollities – Saturday 10th October at 7.00pm. with 

Ploughman's Supper, cost £7  (Contact Alan Carter Tel. 852820 for 

details)

Pilgrim Service - Sunday October 11
th
 at 6.00pm. 

Choral Evensong St James' – Sunday 18
th

 October at 6.30pm 

Remembrance Service – Sunday 8th November 9.30am with Anthem, 

followed by War Memorial

Christmas Fair – Saturday 28
th

 November 2015.  (Sue Ballett Tel. 

854294 will be pleased to receive offers of help and items for the stalls.) 

Advent – Sunday 29th November at 6pm with Choir for responses. 

Christingle – Team Service on Sunday 6th December at 4.30pm.   

St John's Christingle Service with St John Ambulance on Sunday 

13th December at 4.30pm.

Carol Service – Saturday 19th December at 7.00pm.  

Christmas Eve 11.30pm and Christmas Day 9.30am.

Team Service on Sunday 27th December 10.00am at St John's 

Advance Notice of 2016 Dates!

Saturday 26th March 2016 - Recycling Sale 

Saturday 26th November 2016 - Christmas Fair.

Did you know?  October was the eighth month in the old Roman 

calendar and retained its name (from the Latin 'octo' meaning 'eight') 

after January and February were inserted into the Julian and Gregorian 

calendars.
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St Mary’s Motcombe 

Forthcoming dates: 

4th October  11.00am Harvest Celebration  (Not BCP HC)  

This will be led by the Rev. Helen Dawes, our new team rector.  We 

welcome her on her first official visit to Motcombe. 

18th October   9.30am The Gathering 

1st November  3.00pm Messy Church 

6th November 7.00pm Talk by Graham Dunlop on Remembrance 

8th November 10:45am Remembrance Service in church before 

proceeding to the War Memorial. 

Ride and Stride 

Congratulations and thank you to Simon, Christopher, Phillip and 

possibly others unknown who took part and helped raise funds for 

Dorset Historic Churches trust and our church, 
 

A Mystery. 

The churchwardens would like to thank the anonymous person who 

posted a letter to us from Southampton.  The contents were the 

original posters, or very early copies, advertising the unveiling of 

the stained glass window in memory of the Late Lord Stalbridge by 

the Earl of Shaftesbury in July 1914 just before the outbreak of 

the first world war. Accompanying it were details of the window 

and the figures represented.  There were also modern copies of 

these documents all laminated for our use. 

We are grateful for the return of the documents and would also 

like to thank the Post Office for making the delivery to Dennis; 
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they actually delivered a card as the envelope had no stamp.  

Dennis had to go and collect it. 

Motcombe has appeared very quiet over the Summer months, due 
no doubt to our still waiting for a new vicar to be appointed.  our 

church wardens and lay staff have been busy with the day to day 

running of the church, and we wait patiently and prayerfully for 

news. 

However, since the turn of the year there has been activity in the 

parish, albeit unreported. In March we hosted a fabulous 

production of Godspell which was much enjoyed by all who saw 

it, and at the same time, the new lighting was installed. This has 
meant that everyone can now see to sing and pray! 

Messy Church has continued to flourish and the church manned a 

stall at the Motcombe annual fete. A group from a local craft group 

organised a wonderful cream tea to support the work Jill Jenkinson 

is involved in, Wheels for the World, and over £900 was raised in a 

single afternoon.  Jill’s slides of the work were very moving and it 

was great to feel that all parts of Motcombe society support this 

Christian work. 
 

The next Gathering will take place on October 18th, and the 

subsequent one will be on January 17th.  After that, the Gathering 

will take place quarterly on the third Sunday of April, July, 

October and January. 
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St Peter’s Shaftsbury 

Rector installed! 

September has been a special month for St Peter’s, with the many 

opportunities to welcome the Revd Helen Dawes not only as Rector for 

the Shaftesbury Team but especially as our vicar at St Peter’s.  We hope 

most of our parishioners have by now had the opportunity to meet 

Helen and her family at the splendid Installation service and reception 

held in St James and the Abbey Primary School, at the Team Service in 

St Peter’s the following Sunday and the ensuing shared lunch, or 

possibly in the quieter, more reflective surroundings of Abbey House, 

Glastonbury at the end of September where she was due to lead our 

annual team retreat after these pages went to press.  The warmth of the 

welcome has been clear for all to see and we look forward to Helen’s 

leadership and ministry among us for the years to come. 

ONE NIGHT ONLY 

A variety show for all audiences in aid of "HeadSmart" and St Peter's 

church.  An exciting evening of song and dance including local talent 

from Caron Parry School of Dance and local schools.   

WHEN : Saturday November 7th 

WHERE:  St Peter's Church 

Doors open 7.15pm. 

Tickets available from Ros Wetherilt at St Peter's church, or Eleanor 

Wetherilt email eleanor.wetherilt@yahoo.co.uk , or pop into the 

Shaftesbury branch of Robert Frith Optometrist, in Bell Street. 

Tickets £8.00 Adult, £5.00 Children under 16 

Refreshments and Raffle available 
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Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes  

If you are following the 10 month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in 

need, in October we will be concentrating on Sweets. There should just 

be room in your shoe box for a packet of sweets. All sweets must be 

wrapped and chocolate is not permitted. 

When you have made your purchase, pop it in your shoe box if you are 

intending to make up your own box, or bring it into St Peter’s and place 

it in the small swing bin in the tower area. 

From the Registers 

Funeral:  Vera Lily Phillips 18.8.15 

News from the Belfry 

Our bell ringers have had a busy time lately.  In addition to the usual 

ringing for half an hour each Sunday before the 9.30am service there 

have been several extras. 

· On Friday 14
th

 August Richard and Cathy Clarke’s son was married 

with the bells being rung before and after the ceremony. 

· The following day, Saturday 15
th

 August, was VJ Day and at the 

request of the Royal British Legion the bells were rung prior to their 

ceremony at 11.00am. on Park Walk. 

· Last year St Peter’s won the Mere branch striking competition at 

Zeals meaning that the band would represent the branch at the next 

Salisbury Guild competition.  This took place at Fovant on Saturday 

5
th

 September when we were up against 8 other teams including the 

might of Wimborne Minster, Salisbury, Dorchester and Melksham.  

Wimborne won as expected, but we were placed a very creditable 5
th

 

out of 9. 

· On Tuesday 8
th

 September a quarter peal of 1296 changes was rung, 

taking 47 minutes (This means that each ringer pulls his/her rope 

1296 times!).  This was specially arranged for 2 reasons.  Firstly in 
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celebration of H.M. the Queen’s record reign, and secondly to 

welcome Helen as our new Team Rector. 

· At the installation of Helen at St James on Wednesday 9
th

 September 

some of St Peter’s ringers helped out with ringing before and after 

the service. 

· Then on Saturday 13
th

 September the 2015 Mere branch competition 

was held at Chilmark.  Only 3 teams competed, one representing  

Nadder (Tisbury/Chilmark) and for the first time one from Melbury 

Abbas – a very brave venture as Chilmark bells are rung from the 

chancel and are not the easiest to handle.  Also Chilmark has 6 bells 

whereas the Melbury ringers are used to ringing on their 5.  St Peter’s 

retained the trophy giving us the right to compete against the big 

boys again at the 2016 Guild competition. 

· We will be welcoming two visiting bands who are due to ring our 

bells  in the near future 

Saturday 3
rd

 October – ringers from Sherborne Abbey 

Saturday 10
th

 October – ringers from Romsey Abbey/Lockerly 

Team Service 

There was a full house for Helen’s first Team service at St Peter’s  on 

13th September and it was left to Helen to decide who would benefit 

from the collection. 

  

Her choice was for the Christian Aid Syria Appeal.  The total amount of 

cash was £650.32 of which £438.25 was gift aided meaning that tax 

worth £109.56 can be added, giving a grand total of £759.88.  A 

cheque for £760.00 has been sent 
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

Fete and Golf day- Total income raised for Parish funds was 

£3,707 . Thank you to all who helped make the events such a 

success. 

TAKE A BREAK FOR TEA AND CHAT: These afternoons 

continue to be a great success. Thank you to Philip and Dorothy 

Trowbridge for hosting August and Jan Lunn for September. We 

will meet in West Orchard during October.  Please look for the 

slip with the Keyring for venue and date. Times are always 2.30 to 

3.30pm. 
 

SERVICES: 

Harvest Festival Sunday 4th October West Orchard. This will be a 

combined service for all three churches. 

Please look for the time on the grid  

The PCC continue to meet regularly, discuss concerns, make 

decisions about our churches, our services and most importantly 

how we can continue and hopefully build a stronger fellowship in 

our churches. It has not been easy over the last eighteen months 

but we ask that you continue to support us however possible. We 

do need more members due to resignations from Les Gould and 

Jan Foot our Churchwarden at the Orchards. 

Jan has been our anchor during these difficult times there is no 

way to express the depth of our gratitude, we do send you our 

love and continue to pray for you, Colin and Kirsty 
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Deadline for November KeyRing  

Monday 19th October  9.00am  


