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The Shaftesbury Team: 

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes 
   01747 850889  helen@stmin.org.uk  
 
Team Vicar:    The Revd Dr. Simon Chambers 

01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk  
 
Associate Priest:  The Revd Jan Crossley 

01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk  
 
Ordinand:   Kirsty Wells 
   01747 823562  kirsty@stmin.org.uk  
 

Helen has Friday, Simon & Jan have Monday as their day of rest 
 
Co-ordinator for Hospital visiting and Communion 
The Revd. Jan Crossley            01747 852545 
 
Team administrator: vacant 

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW 
01747 853060  office@stmin.org.uk 

 
 
 

Web site: www.stmin.org.uk 
 

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisburyanglican.org  

 

Key ring 
Clergy consultant: The Revd. Dr Simon Chambers 
 
Parish correspondents: 
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263 
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331 
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432 
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129 
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819 
Motcombe  Rosie King   854093 
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980 
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison     m.a.pattison@gmail.com  
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Leader Article – November 2015  

 ‘Remember, remember! The fifth of November, the Gunpowder 

treason and plot; I know of no reason why the Gunpowder treason 

should ever be forgot.’ 

November, is the ‘remembering’ month. Of course remembering 

doesn’t start with Guy Fawkes on the fifth day of the month. 

Remembering starts on the first day when we celebrate All Saints’ Day, 

also known as All Hallows Day, in honour all of the saints, known and 

unknown. 

This is followed with All Souls’ Day, on the 2nd, commemorating the 

faithful departed, usually, but not exclusively, for one’s relatives. 

Moving on from the celebration of Guy Fawkes, with fireworks and 

bonfire, three days later, we have our Remembrance Sunday services 

when we honour the heroic efforts, achievements and sacrifices that 

were made in past wars. 

It is a time of observing the two minutes silence in all Commonwealth 

countries.  

On the 11th November we remember Armistice Day, to mark the 

armistice signed between the Allies of World War 1 and Germany at 

Compiegne. This took effect at eleven o’clock in the morning- the 

eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of 1918. 

But remembering doesn’t end there, because throughout the month 

we shall also be remembering fifteen other people in our  lectionary 

daily prayers, including a queen, kings and bishops.  

Then, last of these, is Andrew the Apostle whom we celebrate on the 

last day of November. 
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Whilst it is important not to live in the past, it is important that we 

remember the past; the events and the people who played an essential 

part throughout history, shaping the lives that we live today. 

We also end the month with Advent Sunday on 29th November. Advent 

is a time for remembering the very first Christmas. It is a time for the 

watching and waiting of Christ breaking through into our world. 

Advent is about preparing ourselves for the coming of the Christ child 

entering our world when we celebrate his birthday four weeks later. 

This preparation is so important because we have to remember that 

Jesus didn’t come without the preparatory period of Israel’s history, or 

without the preparatory true-heartedness of Joseph and Mary. 

Preparation is so important, as it offers us a time  that becomes life-

changing, because Christ will not come in his fullness unless we are 

prepared. 

This year our Rector, Helen, will be running an Advent course for the 

team, to which you are all invited. 

May I also recommend a new book by Paula Gooder called ‘Journey to 

the Manger’ in which she explores the New Testaments various 

accounts of the birth of Jesus and their origins in the Old Testament 

prophecies. 

Advent is often regarded as a ‘penitential season, but for me it is also a 

rich season as we watch and wait in joyful expectation of Jesus’ 

coming; and what a joy it is to sing that great Advent hymn ‘O come, O 

come Emanuel’ – God with us. 

Every blessing, Jan 
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Team News  

HEADSMART Variety Show Saturday 7th November 2015 

7.30pm. St Peter’s Church. Tickets available from Eleanor 

Wetherilt or Robert Frith Optometrist, Shaftesbury from 1st 

September. 

-------o0o------- 
 

CHRISTMAS FOOD DONATIONS. 

 As usual, I am asking for things at Christmas time!  You 

are all used to my pleas for food items for the young people 

at Toby’s at this time of year.  Well, Toby’s has taken a 

slightly different direction now and has direct access to the 

Foodbank.  However, Father’s House is heading up an initiative 

to provide Christmas hampers for local families who cannot 

afford anything extra this year. If you know of any families 

who would benefit from this, please let the office know their 

details and we will pass them on.   

 As from the beginning of November, there will be a 

box at the back of St Peter’s with a list of suitable items.  

These will include Christmas puddings, mince pies and 

crackers but I am not quite sure of what else at the moment, 

as I am writing this at the start of October to meet the 

magazine deadline.  I do hope that you will all feel able to add 

an extra item to your shopping basket to help a family for 

whom Christmas is just an extra burden and not a joyful 

celebration of the birth of Christ. 

Jo Johnson 



6 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 

St James’ Church, Sunday 6th December 2015 at 4.30pm  

It’s St James’ turn to host this year’s children’s Christingle service 

in aid of the Children’s Society.  This short, part candle-lit event 

has become a very popular start to the Christmas celebrations, 

enjoyed by children and adults alike. 

Please come along and enjoy the company of children in a happy and 

friendly atmosphere. 

-------o0o------- 
 

FILLING STATION SHAFTESBURY 
 The Filling Station is a new informal way of expressing the Christian 
faith. We will meet monthly on the last Monday evening of each month 
beginning on 26th October at 7.15pm. The Filling station is not a new 
church denomination rather, a group of Christians celebrating their faith 
in God in an informal setting. You will be welcomed with coffee and 
cake, then there will be a time of worship, a speaker and we'll end the 
evening with prayer ministry for those who would like it. Come and join 
us at the Town Hall on Monday 26th October at 7.15pm. The November 
meeting will take place in the Town Hall on Monday 30th November. 
You will be most welcome. Mindy 
 

-------o0o------- 
 

LPA News 

I would like to pass on to you a Prayer I was given by an over 90year old in 
one of the Residential Homes.  I have had her permission and I find there is 
no better way to start the day.  She has used it every morning since she was a 
small child (What a record!) 

Good morning God   You are ushering in another day untouched and freshly 
new so here I come God to ask you to renew me too   Forgive the many errors 
I made yesterday and let me try again Dear God  to walk closer in thy way.  
But Father I am well aware I cannot make it on my own so take my hand and 
hold it tight for I cannot walk alone  

You may be aware we have a garage full of  Aids Equipment  from wheel 
chairs ,Trolleys ,commodes etc, and can hire them out for short or long 
periods for £5 and the money goes to the Church so contact the Hoopers on 
853867 if needed  

John Kitching  
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St James’ 

Dates for your Diary 

Remembrance Service – Sunday 8th November 9.30 with Anthem, 

followed by War Memorial 

Christmas Fair – Saturday 28th November 2015.  (Sue Ballett Tel. 

854294 will be pleased to receive offers of help and items for the stalls.)  

Advent – Sunday 29th November at 6pm with Choir for responses. 

Christingle – Team Service on 6th December at 4.30pm.   

St John's Christingle Service with St John Ambulance on Sunday 13th 

December at 4.30p.m. 

Carol Service – Saturday 19th December at 7.00pm.  

Christmas Eve 11.30pm and Christmas Day 9.30a.m. 

Team Service on Sunday 27th December 10.00am at St John's 

Advance Notice of 2016 Dates! 

Saturday 26th March 2016 - Recycling Sale 

Saturday 26th November 2016 - Christmas Fair. 

-------o0o------- 
 

Why Go to Church? 

A churchgoer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and 

complained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. “I've 

gone for 30 years”, he wrote, “and in that time I have heard something 

like 3,000 sermons – but for the life of me can't remember a single one 

of them. So I think not only am I wasting my time but the church is 



8 

wasting their time in giving me the sermons at all.”  This, much to the 

editor's delight, started a real controversy in the 'Editor's Column'.  It 

went on for weeks, until someone wrote this clincher: “I've been 

married for 30 years now – in that time my wife has cooked some 

32,000 meals, but for the life of me I cannot recall the entire menu for a 

single one of them – but I do know this: they all nourished me and gave 

me the strength I needed to do my work.  If my wife had not given me 

these meals I would be physically dead today.  Likewise if I had not 

gone to church for nourishment I would be spiritually dead today!”. 

Philippa Forrest  

Reminder that the following take place on a regular basis: 

1st Tuesday 7.00pm Reflective Prayer – Co-ordinator Jenny Webb. 

1st Wednesday 2.00pm to 2.20pm, Abbey School Worship in church (to 

include 'Open The Book', Paul Cooper) Revd Simon and Janet Wilson. 

2nd Friday of the month 9.30am to 10.30am latest - Prayer Group at 

back of church – Co-ordinator Andie Blows. 

2nd Sunday - Pilgrim Service, 6.00pm all year round. – Co-ordinator 

Mary Ridgewell/Paul Cooper. 

3rd Sunday – Evensong, 6.30pm summer and 3.30pm in winter  

Did You Know? 

November comes from the Latin novem meaning nine.  It was the ninth month 

of the ancient Roman calendar until January and February were added. 

From the registers 

Baptism  31st October  Isla Anthea Margaret Rose Gibb –  

Grand-daughter for Anthea & Richard Huband. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/February
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Abbey School 

At the beginning of term, the school welcomed Mrs Gosling to share the 
teaching of Year 5. 
Mrs. Joan Bachelor is Chair of Governors, with Mr. Ed Denham as Deputy. 
Two new Parent Governors have joined the Governing Body. 
Thanks to Salisbury Diocese and Dorset County Council, the school now owns 
a strip of land adjacent to the school playing field. Plans need to be made and 
funds raised to develop this. Meanwhile, a suggestion has been made for an 
archeological dig to take place prior to its development. 
Recent events have included representatives of staff and pupils welcoming the 
Countess of Wessex on her visit to Shaftesbury, a car-boot sale organised by 
the PTA in aid of school funds and Harvest Festival in church. 
The harvest service was especially memorable this year for the prayers written 
by the Reception class and for the beautiful art work displayed - all greatly 
enjoyed by the many families and friends who joined the children to celebrate. 
Collective Worship takes place in church on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 2pm. Prayer Partners continue to enact Bible stories with 
enthusiastic help from the children. Extra volunteers are always welcome. 
We now look forward to the second half of the term and to the preparations for 
Christmas. 

 

Tis the season of Christmas Fairs... 

ST JAMES CHURCH is beginning the celebrations with their annual 

Christmas Fair in the Shaftesbury Town Hall on Saturday 28th November 

and opening the doors at 10am.  This will be a good opportunity to start 

shopping for the festive season….that special gift…..a good book…..some 

chutney or other preserves to tuck away in the larder…..a delicious cake or 

two to put in the freezer (unless you’re tempted to eat it before)……some 

decorations for the tree maybe?  Yours might be a winning ticket in our 

grand draw, or you could pick a lucky number on the Tombola stall.  After 

all this browsing of these and other stalls,  a cup of coffee or tea with a 

scrumptious bacon bap from our kitchen team would revive the weariest 

shopper!  Why not put the date in your diary now? It will be worth it! 
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas 

Services in November 

Sunday  1st November  8.00am Prayer Book Holy Communion 

Sunday 8th November  10.55am Service of Remembrance  

Sunday 15th November 11.00am Holy Communion with hymns 

Harvest Celebration Weekend 

Thank you to everyone who made our village Harvest Celebration 

Weekend such a friendly, enjoyable event.  On Saturday morning, the 

church was  beautifully decorated with flowers and produce.  After that, 

people flocked to  Fanner’s Field for Apple Day, which was organised 

by the Social Committee, and we all had a very sociable time chopping 

and juicing apples, apple bobbing  and enjoying a delicious vintage tea 

– with lots of apple cake and clotted cream. 

On Sunday evening, we had our Harvest Festival.  The harvest produce 

was  then taken to Butts Mead and the collection raised £150 for 

Gillingham Food  Bank.  Afterwards, we had a shared Harvest Supper 

in the Church Hall. 

Remembrance Service 

On 8th November, we shall gather in church at 10.55 am for our 

Remembrance  Service, to pray for peace in the world and remember 

those who have died in  wars, especially those named on the war 

memorial in our side chapel. 

 Carol Service 

By popular demand, the time of this year’s Carol Service, on 20th 

December,  has been changed to 6.00 pm.  It will be followed by the 

village Christmas  Party in the Church Hall.  Please put the date in your 

diary and look out for more details in next month’s Key Ring. 
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St John’s Enmore Green 

St. John’s Occasional Singers  Monday 2nd  November  

6.00pm to 7.00pm in the Church 

The start of our Christmas season when we prepare for our Carol 

Service on Sunday 20th December at 3.00pm. Please come along on 

the night or ring Jo Churchill on 01747 850432  

           

Friday 6th November   – 12 noon to 1.30pm 

Community Lunch in the Church. All welcome Donation towards costs 

appreciated.   

 

Remembrance Day - Wednesday 11th November 

10.50pm at the War Memorial in Enmore Green 

Coffee in the Church Hall after the service. 

 

Sunday 22nd November 3.00-5.00pm 

Stories at Tea-time for young families, in the church hall. Bible story, 

singing and prayer with craft, games and fun followed by tea. Please 

ring Elizabeth (01747 850654) for more details or if you or your child 

have dietary requirements. 

 

Looking Ahead 

Saturday 5th December 10.00am to 12 noon 

Advent Coffee morning in the Church Hall 

 

Looking Back 

Fashion on Ration – 11 October  

A sell out event; St. John’s was looking even more beautiful than usual 

as our Harvest flower arrangements were still in place.  With all the 

chairs re-organised, the Nave became a Catwalk for the models in all 

their varied finery.  In the 1940’s, no woman worthy of the name would 

venture out without hat and gloves!  Such a jolly afternoon and then 

‘nippy’ style waitress served tea and homemade cakes  
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St Peter’s St James’ 
St John’s 

Enmore 

St Mary’s 

Motcombe 

November 1st 

All Saints   

9.30am 

Family Service 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

6.30pm 

Evensong 

11.00am 

HC BCP 

November 8th  

Remembrance  

8.00am  

HC BCP 
 

9.30am  

HC CW1 

 

10.45/11.00 

Service of 

Remembrance  

9.30am  

HC CW1 
 

6.00pm 

Pilgrim  

11.15am 

HC CW1 

10.50am 

Service of 

Remembrance  

November 15th  

2 before 

Advent 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

9.30am 

HC CW1 
 

6.30pm  

Evensong 

11.15am 

HC CW1 

8am 

HC BCP 

 

9.30am 

Family Service  

November 

22nd  

Christ the King 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

 

 8.00am 

HC BCP 
 

9.30am  

HC CW1 

11.15am 

Family Service 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

November 29th  

Advent 

Sunday 

 10.00am Team Service St Thomas Melbury Abbas  

December 6th  

Advent 2 

9.30am 

Family Service 

9.30am  

HC CW1 

6.30pm 

Evensong 

11.00am 

HC BCP 

 

Weekday Services 

St Peter’s  8.30am  Monday - Friday 

St Mary’s Motcombe  8.30am  Monday – Saturday 

St Thomas Melbury  8.30am  Friday 
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St Mary’s 

Compton 

St Thomas’ 

Melbury 
St Margaret 

M Marsh 

St Thomas 

E Orchard 

St Luke 

W Orchard 

November 1st 

All Saints   

8.00am 

HC BCP 
 

11.00am 

HC BCP 
 6.30pm 

November 8th  

Remembrance  

10.55am 
Service of 

Remembrance  

10.55am 
Service of 

Remembrance 

10.50am 
Service of Remembrance @ 

West Orchard 

November 15th  

2 before 

Advent 

11.00am 
HC CW1 

11.00am  
Matins 

11.00am 

Matins 
  

November 

22nd  

Christ the King 

 

 

 

 

11.00am 

HC CW1 

11.00am 

Matins 

 

 

November 29th  

Advent 

Sunday 

10.00am Team Service St Thomas Melbury Abbas 

December 6th  

Advent 2 

8.00am 

HC BCP 
 

11.00am 

HC BCP 
 

6.30pm 

HC 

CW1 

 

Holy Communion 

10.30am  Wednesday   St Peter’s 

7.00pm  Thursday  St James’ 

10.00am  Friday    St Mary’s Motcombe 

10.00am  Friday (once a month) St Thomas’, Melbury Abbas 
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St Thomas’ Melbury Abbas 

A ‘big’ thank you to those who made our Harvest Festival so special 

this year. The church looked stunning thanks to Ann, Valerie and their 

flowering arranging team. The church was fuller than it has been for a 

long time and it was lovely that so many people donated fruit, 

vegetables, tins and dried goods suitable for families in the Refuge. 

The fundraising evening for The Friends of Guy’s Marsh was very 

successful. The Madrigal Society and String Orchestra from the 

Sherborne Girl’s School provided us with wonderful entertainment. 

Thank you to Liz Lindsay-Rae for organising this event in our church. 

All Souls Service will be on Sunday 1st November at 6pm when you are 

warmly invited  to this quiet meditative service when we remember 

our loved ones who are no longer with us. Refreshments will be served 

after this service. 

Remembrance Sunday Service will begin at 10.45 when we lay our 

wreaths at the altar. During the service we shall process to the War 

Memorial where the names will be read out and we observe the two 

minutes silence before returning to the church. Refreshments will be 

served after the service. 

The new Notice Board is now installed. Our thanks to Nicky Cook who 

made it for us. We now have plenty of space to advertise not only our 

church events but also other events, which are going on in our 

community.  If you wish to display a poster please place it in the 

orange folder, which is on the table just inside of the door. Thank you. 

Our next breakfast will be on Friday 6th November between 8.30-

9.30am. We had a full house in October, which was lovely. We can still 

fit in some more people, but please let Jan know (852545) if you want 
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to come along and join us, so that we make sure that everyone is well 

fed. 

Team Service We are looking forward to hosting the next Team Service 

on 29th November, at 10.00am when the new Archdeacon of 

Sherborne, the Ven. Antony Macrow-Wood will be coming to preach. It 

will be the 1st Sunday in Advent. If you are able to help provide 

refreshments, or help put up signposts for parking, please let John 

Porter know. A list will be at the back of the church for you to sign up 

for refreshments and other tasks. 

Also later that day, Churches Together in Shaftesbury,, of which we are 

part, will have a united Advent Service in Bell Street  at 6pm. 

Once again Rodney Atwood and Mike Crossley cycled for Ride and 

Stride. Thank you both for your efforts in raising money for the Dorset 

Historic Trust and also for St. Thomas. 

The Nativity Festival 11th/12th December 10.00-4.00pm. We shall be 

setting up for our Nativity Festival on 10th December from 2.00pm 

onwards. Please let Jan know if you are planning to exhibit a nativity 

set/s. We shall need people to man the church on both days and to 

provide refreshments. There will be a list at the back of the church if 

you can help in anyway. 

Dates for your diary:  On  19th March 2016, John Blashford-Snell will be 

coming to give us a talk on ‘The Legend of Livingstone.’ In the Village 

Hall at 7pm. This event will be a joint fundraising event for St. Thomas 

and the Village Hall. More details will follow later.  
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St Mary’s Motcombe 

We were delighted to welcome Rev Helen to conduct our harvest 

festival, at which the floral arrangements of sunflowers and gladioli 

looked amazing, especially behind the altar.  Pupils from Motcombe 

school took part in the service by reading their Autumn poems, and they 

also gave a demonstration of trust and obedience under the watchful 

eyes of Rev Helen. Many of the items found their way afterwards to the 

food bank. 

 

Messy Church continues to flourish under the leadership of Jill 

Jenkinson and Sarah Berry and their many helpers. 

 

Graham Dunlop  will give a talk on the war graves commission on 

Friday November 6th  at 7.30pm in aid of St. Mary's Motcombe. 

Graham is a war historian with an interesting knowledge of the 

beginnings of the commission to deal with the upkeep of war graves 

from both the first and second world wars. Graham, who is a member of 

our congregation, has a wide knowledge of his subject, and the evening 

promises to be a fitting memorial to those whose lives were lost in 

conflicts,, especially at this time of year. 

 

The memorial service will be on November 8th, with a gathering at the 

Memorial Hall afterwards for the laying of wreaths. 

 

We continue to pray for the appointment of a new vicar, and to give 

thanks for the work of those who keep our services of worship steady. 
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The Orchards & Margaret Marsh 

Harvest Festival Thank you to all who contributed to our combined 

Harvest Festival sevice. We were pleased to welcome Jean Coates 

to St Luke’s for the first time. The auction raised £88 which was 

shared with Margaret Marsh. 

 

East Orchard Church 

Hopefully everyone in East and West Orchard received the letter 

about the present situation at St Thomas’s and that you have 

responded to our request for suggestions and comments that may 

be helpful to the PCC, when we have to make decisions for  the 

future. 

 

All services arranged for St Thomas will continue for the moment 

be held at St Lukes West Orchard. So please remember if its your 

turn for cleaning or flower arranging. Please keep to your rota and 

contact Annie Barnes or Rita Stranger for keys. 

SERVICES will continue in the normal pattern 

 

TEA AND CHAT 

Many thanks to Rita and Phil Stranger for hosting our tea and chat 

in October. The next one will be held at the home of Ron and 

Audrey Trim, Marsh Farm  Bungalow, Margaret Marsh on 

Wednesday 25 November from 2.30pm to 3.30pm. We will not have 

one in December  

 

Margaret Marsh 

Sponsored cycle ride in September 

We would like to thank Alan & Jean Outram for taking part and 

raising a lot of money for our church 
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The Orchards 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

This year our bazaar will be held at St Luke's, West Orchard on 

Saturday 21 November from 10.30am to 12noon. There will be 

handmade cards, tombola, gifts, raffle and seasonal refreshments. 

Donations of items for the stalls would be very much appreciated. 

If you have any ideas or are able to help on the day please contact  

Rita Stranger or Annie Barnes 

 

CHRISTMAS BINGO 

Once again our bingo will be held at Manston Village Hall on 

Thursday 3 December at 7.30pm. 

We need plenty of prizes, as we will be having a raffle as well, so  

please contact Rita or Annie if you have any donations which will be 

really appreciated. 

 

Please support the above events 

 

Services 

Joint Remembrance Sunday Service - Sunday 8 November at West 

Orchard at 10.50am 

 

Carol Service. St Margaret, Margaret Marsh. 20th December at 

11.00am. Joint service for the 3 churches 

 

Christingle. St Luke's, West Orchard. 24th December at 3.00pm 

 

Christmas Day. St Margaret, Margaret Marsh. 25th December at 

10.00am. Joint service for the 3 churches 
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St Peter’s 

Work in progress 

This month’s magazine goes to press just over a month after Helen’s 

installation, so there are no changes of practice to report yet.  But we 

are on notice of several matters now in play. The Team Council and the 

PCC will consider the service schedule, especially the possibility of 

pushing 11.00am Sunday services back to 11.15am, to allow travelling 

clergy at little more time to take leave of one congregation before 

greeting another. The process for appointing a Director of Music at St 

Peter’s is to be set in hand shortly. The Christmas schedule for St 

Peter’s will be decided before the end of October – probably following 

the pattern of recent years, but look out for pew sheet 

announcements and mark up your diaries before they get crowded out 

with other events in and around town. 

A friendly supporter. 

The Friends of St Peter’s may be a bit of a mystery to many of you, but 

it is registered charity that was set up many years ago when the church 

building was in a dire state of repair and was being resurrected to 

serve again as the parish church.  Many things have changed since 

then but the charity has continued, and when I first became the Hon. 

Treasurer there was an active band of volunteers organising all sorts of 

fundraising events. 

In due course the funds were put to good use in gradually improving 

the building and its facilities.  One of my first jobs as treasurer was to 

pay for the decoration of the toilet.  Since then, for instance, the Trust 

bought the grand piano, installed new lighting and sound systems and 

upgraded the downstairs kitchen.   
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As the volunteers aged and the needs changed, the charity has taken a 

much lower profile.  We still sell recycled cards and various pamphlets 

at the back of the church but most of our income now comes from the 

modest capital that we accumulated and invested in the past. This 

enables us regularly to support our flower arrangers who do such a 

wonderful job all the year round and spectacularly at the main 

festivals.  We have also been able to support the “Changing Scenes” 

musical production last year as well as installing new banisters and 

safety strips on the stairs down to the crypt. 

Our constitution and aims are to support and enhance the church 

building for the benefit of the public as a whole.  We work closely with 

the PCC but are independent of them, so that we do not in any way 

contribute to the routine running costs. 

We currently have 6 trustees drawn from the congregation and our 

quarterly meetings are amply sufficient for our official business.  

However we would like another one or two people to join us.  What 

we do is good work.  We don’t need any special knowledge, just a 

modicum of common sense and a love for our ancient building.  Please 

let me know if you would like to help.  You will be most welcome. 

John Parker  01747 855306 

 

Operation Christmas Shoe Box 

If you have been following the 10 month plan to fill a shoe box for 

children in deprived and war-torn areas of the world, it is now time to 

finish off your box ready for collection in mid-month. The date for 

blessing and sending off our packed shoe boxes is 15th November. 
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If you have made a puppet, lay it on top of the other items, otherwise 

see if any are available from other members of the congregation. 

Include a Christmas card or a photograph of yourself and finally make 

the on-line £3 donation for the cost of transporting the box or put the 

specified amount in the envelopes which are provided, put a strong 

elastic band around your shoe box, and stick the appropriate label in 

the top right hand corner, indicating the suggested age range for your 

box. Guidelines are in the leaflet which is now available on a table 

under the tower. 

 A second option is to bring items into St Peter’s and place them in the 

small swing bin in the tower area. Elizabeth Selwood will pack those 

gifts and knitted items into shoe boxes on your behalf. 

As usual, for those who would rather give money (cash strongly 

preferred, please), Elizabeth will purchase items and pack a box on 

your behalf. Please, no clothes other than hats, gloves or scarves, 

nothing sharp, no liquids, nothing to do with war, only wrapped sweets 

(no chocolate) and no used items. Remember that you are also asked 

to make a shipping donation of £3. 

Thank you so much for supporting this programme.  We know from 

letters of appreciation in previous years, and from a television 

broadcast in late October, that it really does make a difference. 

School governorships 

One or two vacancies for parish appointments of school governors 

within the team need to be filled soon.  This is an important part of the 

team’s ministry and anyone who is willing to consider taking up one of 

these appointments is encouraged to explore the idea with the Rector 

or with Tim Hall (thall77@btinternet.com) 
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FINAL REMINDER - Charity Variety Show 7 November 

“For One Night Only”, in aid of the Headsmart charity and St Peter’s, at 

7.30pm on Saturday 7 November in the church.   

As many will remember, our support for Headsmart arose after the 

tragic loss of a pupil at Shaftesbury School. A group of his friends and 

contemporaries came together to put on a lively and hugely 

entertaining show to support the charity in his memory, and now it’s 

time for a reprise and extension of that experience. 

Tickets from Ros Wetherilt or Eleanor Wetherilt - £8 adult, £5 children 

under 16. Doors open 7.15 pm, refreshments and raffle available 

  

From the Registers 

Baptisms 

28 June    Evie Dorothy Mary Cridge   

20 September   Jonah Michael Acton 

Alexandra Helen Acton 

18 October Holly Imogen Loveland 
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Team Retreat  
On a Friday evening in September, 23 people from churches across the 

Shaftesbury Team and beyond gathered at Abbey House retreat centre, 

Glastonbury, to spend 48 hours in prayer and reflection. Most of us got there 

slightly frazzled and rather late after slow journeys – the fact that we started 

Evening Prayer later than we had planned was an unanticipated symbol of 

the busy-ness we were leaving behind for the weekend. 

We stepped out of our anxieties and preoccupations into the beautiful 

setting of Abbey House’s spacious rooms and gardens, and began to relax 

into the welcoming and prayerful atmosphere created by the staff. We were 

there to reflect on what it means to be ‘Everyday Disciples’ – people who 

follow Jesus in ordinary daily life. We were taking time to think about what it 

means to be followers of Jesus not just when we come together to worship 

God on Sundays, but whilst we’re getting on with all the ordinary things we 

do through the week. 

A retreat is a time to step back from day to day concerns, but it’s not an 

escape from real life. It’s a time to get a different perspective on the path 

God is calling us to take, and to pray that God will help us to take the next 

steps along it. A retreat is very definitely not ‘me time’, it’s time we set aside 

to consider carefully how God is calling us to serve him and serve our 

neighbours. 

I suspect it’s easy to think that joining the Team Retreat must be something 

that’s only for the very holy or super-keen, but that’s not what it’s like when 

you get there. This year there were plenty of people taking part who were 

either on the Team Retreat for the first time or who had never been on a 

retreat before. I know that the idea of spending time in silence (you get very 

good at paying attention to your table companions during meals!) can seem 

daunting, but in practice the atmosphere is gentle and supportive as we 

make that quiet space for each other through our own silence. And if going to 

three or four church services in a day seems impossible, bear in mind that 
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they’re all quite short and they’re nearly always followed by an excellent 

meal... 

My first experience of the Team Retreat made me thankful that in this varied 

and active Team there is a regular time for a couple of days’ sustained prayer 

and reflection. The Team Retreat takes its place among the house groups, 

prayer groups and services of our churches and the regular prayer of all our 

church members. It’s one of the many different resources we have to sustain 

our churches on their journey with God. Perhaps next year, you might 

consider joining the Team Retreat and contributing to this time of prayer for 

our churches and our community?  

The next Team retreat will take place at Abbey House, Glastonbury, from 

Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th September 2016. More details will appear in Key 

Ring after Christmas. 

 

A service in the chapel at Abbey House Retreat Centre during the Team 
Retreat 

Helen Dawes 

Deadline for December Key Ring 

Monday 16th November  9.00am  


