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The earth is charged with the grandeur of God
It will flame out, like shining from shook foil
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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@stmin.org.uk 

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk 
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@stmin.org.uk

Associate Priest:: The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk 

Ordinand:   Kirsty Wells
   01747 823562  

Helen has Friday, Simon & Jan have Monday as their day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
The Revd Jan Crossley                                  01747 852545

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060
The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW

 office@stmin.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Web site: http://stmin.org.uk

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                  keyring@stmin.org.uk

Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Rosie King   854093
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

As I write from St James’ vicarage at the beginning of February we have just had storm 
Imogen batter us and the weather is anything but predictable, one night violent wind, 
the next day calm and almost spring like. At the moment we are having a flurry of hail 
which has turned to sleet, but they say it will be fine later. As English, we are said to be 
preoccupied by the weather, certainly if you want to start a conversation with anyone 
just talk about the weather and you’re off. And now with global climate change the 
weather is more dramatic – there is more to talk about; although I don’t quite like the 
idea we have picked up this year of naming our storms; why do we need to relate to a 
storm as if it had a personality? And I feel a bit sad for all the little Imogens out there 
who somehow think they have a connection with a violent wind that everybody just 
wants to go away – poor Imogens. I suppose one thing that naming a storm does, is 
make us think that it is an individual event rather than just ‘bad weather’, and it may 
remind us that there is ‘normal expected weather’; what is currently happening is just 
a particular ‘character’ in the weather which we are meeting. It is good to identify the 
‘norm’ and those events good or bad that we just experience along the way. 

Of course for some, the ‘normal’ gets twisted from the person who God intends us to 
be, then we live in a life that seems far from the wholeness, peace and love that God 
wants for us. This is the plight of the millions of Syrian refugees, it is the person caught 
in domestic violence, it’s the homeless guy, all of whom desperately wish to get back to 
a ‘normal’ life.

Lent is a time when we are challenged to look at our own personalities and just 
where we find ourselves in life. What is the ‘norm’? Can we identify what is broken and 
twisted or what might be cluttering up our lives? What should we turn away from to 
make us ‘normal’ again? It is a time to discern where we are, so that we can discern 
where God is. For as Augustine said (and I paraphrase) “God knows us better than we 
know ourselves” so his prayer is “Lord, let me know myself; let me know you.” This is 
often referred to as the ‘double knowledge’; that the more we know ourselves, our 
personality, our secret thoughts and desires, the more we recognise the need for God’s 
grace. Then recognising that which is from God and not from us, the closer we grow 
to God; we are drawn into deeper knowledge of the one who loves us and redeems 
us. In March we have the full spectrum of God’s saving nature for us through his 
passion and the personalities and people caught up in it, his pain and death, and then 
the joy of death overcome and life which is everlasting. But that is all to come, with 
plenty of opportunity to be drawn deeper into God. I pray we all have a fulfilling Lent, 
Passiontide and Easter and be changed back to the person God wants us to be.
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And when it comes to storms, I hope they name the next one Jonah with all his stormy 
narrative overtones, because Jonah came through the storm, came to know himself 
and came to know God. But then by the time you read this we may be up to Storm 
Zach the rate we are going.

Team Retreat 2016 - led by Revd Pam Rink 
 
This year the Team Retreat will be led by Pam Rink, our new Team Vicar.  We are 
delighted that she has agreed to do this and look forward to hearing her plans for the 
weekend.

Once again, the retreat will be held in Abbey House Glastonbury, a beautiful, peaceful 
venue with access to Glastonbury Abbey ruins, through a private gate, during opening 
hours.

The retreat begins on the evening of Friday 23rd September and finishes on the 
afternoon of Sunday 25th September.  It will include talks, services in the Abbey House 
chapel, and time to spend in silence.   
(People are sometimes anxious about the idea of silence.  If you would like to come but 
are worried about that aspect of the retreat, please talk to me about it.)

The total cost of the weekend is £144, which covers accommodation and all meals.  
Given advance notice, Abbey House are very good at catering for people with special 
diets.  There will be more details in the next issue of the Key Ring.  In the meantime, if 
you have any questions or would like to reserve a place, please get in touch with me.

Gillian Cross 
(01747 811263  gillian@gilliancross.co.uk)

From the Team Treasurer
The collection taken at the Team Service on 31st January amounted to £535.00, which 
will be sent to Médécins Sans Frontières.

That taken at the licensing of the Revd Pam Rink at Motcombe was £450.43.
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The Local Comes to the Rescue

St Philip and St James’ Church in Ilfracombe, North Devon held its Sunday service in the 
open garden terrace of The Admiral Collingwood pub after the church was burgled.

Revd Clive Thomas, with the guitar, said:  “We arrived at our church that morning to 
find that it was a crime scene.  The church building had been broken into and the safe 
removed with a great deal of resulting mess.  On moving into the church hall we found 
that that was also a crime scene, so we were homeless, without anywhere to worship.  
Just as we were about to give up hope and send everyone home someone mentioned 
that we could all meet for a drink at The Admiral Collingwood instead.” 

It was then that Clive had a brilliant idea and, with the agreement of the Shift Manager, 
an hour’s worship was held on the pub terrace in the early morning autumn sunshine 
and many worshippers enjoyed great refreshments afterwards.

Women’s World Day of Prayer 

is an international, ecumenical prayer movement that invites women, from a different 
part of the world each year, to prepare a worship service through which their hopes 
and fears for their country may be brought before the whole world in prayer, this year 
using an order of service written by Christian women in Cuba with the theme ‘Receive 
children. Receive me’ reflecting St Mark’s Gospel chapter 10 verses 13-16 which is the 
focus of the service. 

On Friday 4th March there will be 10.30am coffee followed by a service at 11.00am at St 
Peter’s for Women’s World Day of Prayer.  Also at the Friends Meeting House at 7.30pm 
with refreshments to follow.  All welcome. 

Further info at www.wwdp.org.uk

http://www.wwdp.org.uk
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St James

St James’ Church Sudan Sale 2016 

On 26th March (not ideal we know as it is the last day of Holy Week but it was the only 
Saturday the Town Hall was available), we will be holding our ninth ‘Recycling and 
Vintage’ sale. These sales raise funds for medical services in Sudan, a troubled country 
with which our diocese has strong links. The idea is simple: de-cluttering provides a 
benefit to the giver and what is donated is sold and the money given to help people 
who have too little, rather than too much. Last year we were able to give over £2,500 to 
the Sudan Medical Link and we would like to be able at least to match this in 2016.   

     As we now have storage space, we are starting to collect early rather than having 
our usual last minute flood of donations, so, if anyone fancies having a sort out of their 
cupboards or shed then we would welcome books, bric-a-brac, pictures, jewellery, 
records and ‘vintage’ items (50’s, 60’s and 70’s). We cannot accept clothes (except 
‘vintage’) but we do collect tools, manual typewriters and sewing machines which 
are passed on to ‘Tools with a Mission’, a Christian charity which sends tools across the 
world.  We can collect from the Shaftesbury area and if anyone is in the position of 
having to clear a house, then we can help with this, too.

     If you have any suitable donations then please contact Julian Richards on 01747 
852883 or mobile 07974 913878.  Many thanks.

Jane Elliott Hard (1921 – 2015) R.I.P.

Those of us who knew Jane were well acquainted with her lively, intelligent 
conversations and strong view on all sorts of subjects.  She loved the BCP and was a 
great supporter of the Merbecke setting for Holy Communion.  At her recent memorial 
service in St James’ we were fascinated to hear of her life.

     Her father had been a surgeon, serving at the Front during the Great War, and 
afterwards he married a French girl.  They decided to stay in Paris which is where Jane 
was brought up. Her father had met Rudyard Kipling and the two became great friends. 
Indeed, so much so that Jane and her sister would stay with Uncle Rud and Aunt Carrie 
at their house in Sussex when their parents went on long travelling holidays. 

The following is a letter sent to Jane at the age of 5 years when the Kiplings were 
staying in the south of France. 

   APC.                         
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‘My dear very little Jane,

     I was very pleased indeed to get your beautifully written letter. I did not know that you 
could write. So you can guess how perfectly surprised I was. At first I did not believe that it 
was you and I had to turn to the end to see who had really written it. It might have been by 
quite a grown-up girl, and the handwriting is much better than my own.’

     I am answering you on my own small typewriter – the one that you used to play with at 
Batemans. We are living in a yellow house that is stuck on the side of a steep hill just like a 
swallow’s nest. Just below us there is a little girl of six. She has a very small white puppy that 
she always carries under her arm when she goes for a walk. I do not know the puppy’s name 
but when she leaves it on the verandah outside it makes an awful squeaky noise. And today 
I saw a man in the street with a little tame fox on a chain like a dog. But it did not walk 
along the middle of the pavement like a dog does. It crept along close to the wall. All the 
other dogs that saw it were filled with curiosity and wanted to speak with it. 

     A big whale, ever so big, has been washed up on the beach near a place called Cannes, 
not far from here. I have not seen it but am told that it has gone bad and is dreadfully 
smelly.

     Give my love to Ursula and Kate, and with a whole lot of kisses,

     I am most affectionately yours, 

Rudyard Kipling.’

St James’ War Memorial

Historic England has designated this memorial as a listed monument because it is of 
historic and architectural interest, ‘an eloquent witness to the tragic impact of world 
events to this community.’

     The decision to erect a memorial to the thirty six lives lost in The Great War was soon 
taken because the faculty for this is 1921. Why was the Cavalry chosen? Was it because 
it mirrors the central tableau to the east window or was it due to the splendid letter 
written from France to Revd Yarnall published in the parish magazine in 1917 in which 
19 year old Eustace Day, a church server, describes the devastation that the war has 
brought to the villages near the Front and how he was moved by the many cavalry 
members  who seemed to be reaching out with love and sympathy to all this suffering?

     This striking image, in a visually distinctive position, is a poignant reminder that war 
brings suffering and loss of life.                             
  APC.
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Pilgrim Service
The theme of our service on 14th February was ‘Shadow to Sunlight’.  We rely so much 
on the sun and the sunlight that we often take it for granted; but how often does the 
divine light strike our inward eye?
     The Pilgrim Service is based on prayers and music from the Iona Community and 
takes a fresh look at the way we worship.  The service is followed by tea and cakes in the 
church and gives a good opportunity for socialising afterwards. 
     Our next service is on Sunday 13th March at 6pm. Do please come and join us.  

Lent Lunches
Our Lent lunches continue each Friday at 12 noon to 1.30pm until Friday 18th March in 
the Town Hall. All are welcome and the voluntary donations are a vital contribution to 
the work that Christian Aid is doing all over the world. 

The Labyrinth
This has had to be moved to either side of the path through the graveyard as the slope 
to the Labyrinth area has become too slippery.  Also, as the graves are encroaching it 
makes it slightly awkward. We are calling it the ‘Prayer Walk’ until we decide where we 
can re-locate the labyrinth. However, the reflections will continue to change monthly 
according to the church and earthly seasons, so please feel free to come and rest awhile 
in our lovely space, ruminate on the readings and enjoy the illustrations. There is usu-
ally something that will nudge a sensitive spot! Philippa (01747 812365) is always open 
to suggestions for content as this is an opportunity to share spiritual material which 
can help us all on the road to understanding.

From the Registers
Friday 22nd January -  Memorial Service for Jane Hard and Interment of Ashes
Thursday 4th February - Funeral and Interment of Anthony Allard
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Col. John Blashford-Snell’s talk ‘The Legend of Livingstone’ is not far away – 19th 
March, 7pm in our Village Hall.  The tickets are £12 and there will be a cash bar on 
the evening.  Tickets are selling fast so don’t miss out.  Contact Christine Potter 01747 
851857 or Jan Crossley 01747 852545 if you wish to attend. 

Breakfast this month is on Friday 11th between 8.30-9.30am.   Please let Jan Crossley 
know if you wish to come along and have some fun over a delicious breakfast.  For 
those interested there will be a service of Holy Communion at 10am.  It would be lovely 
to see more people either for breakfast or the Holy Communion Service.  You will be 
most welcome. 

Easter is fast approaching. 

On Good Friday at 10am, 25th March the children will be preparing the Easter Garden. 
Why not come along and help them?  At 11am we will be serving coffee and warm hot 
cross buns - delicious!   Then at 12noon we shall have a quiet meditative service, ‘An 
hour at the Cross’ when we remember Jesus’ last hour and the tremendous sacrifice he 
made for us all. 

Our Easter Day Service is at 10am and this will be a Parish Communion.  Do come 
along and bring grandparents, aunts, uncles and friends.  They might like to help 
the children with the Easter egg hunt  in the churchyard (after the service) or enjoy 
refreshments and fellowship in the church. 

Lent Lunches  are continuing in the Town Hall, Shaftesbury, on Fridays, from 12.00 to 
1.30pm.  This is an opportunity to meet friends to enjoy home made soup with bread 
and cheese followed by tea/coffee, and at the same time make a valuable contribution 
to the work of Christian Aid, which is so needed at this time.  

Anthony Albert Allard

We send our sympathy to Olive and her family.  Olive’s husband 
Anthony Albert Allard died on 18th January after a long illness.  
He will be missed by his many friends.

Anthony was a very successful businessman whose hobbies 
included shooting and racing cars, especially Allards.

His funeral took place on 4th February in St James’s Church.



GARDEN CENTRE     FARM SHOP    CAFE    FLORIST

Trusted quality & 
advice on your doorstep

Monday to Saturday: 9.00am -5.30pm
Sunday:  10.00am -4.30pm

Shaftesbury Road, Gillingham. SP8 5JG
01747 835544

www.orchardpark.biz

Gold Hill Probus Club
Meets monthly 

on the second Monday at
Shaftesbury Town Hall

at 10.00am
Ladies and Gentlemen 

welcome.
For details contact John 

Kitching Tel. 01747 852797

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com

St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN
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5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

Tree Management
01747 229249      07415 890038

Felling          Pruning
Hedge Cutting

Pest & Disease                                                               Woodland
Diagnosis   Planting     Management

Fully Insured & Quali� ed

Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Hosiery

Underwear and accessories

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding

Co-op Car Park, Shaft esbury
Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

S H A F T E S B U R Y
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Toby’s – where is it?
Toby’s project moved from 1 Bimport at the end of October and the admin office is now 
firmly settled into the office block in Wincombe Park. There are computers available for 
those who need them at the office. The phone number remains the same – 850860 – as 
does the email - Rosie Dawson rosie.dawson@tobysproject.co.uk. The actual address: 32 
Wincombe Park Business Centre.

Rosie’s work is now dispersed  across various venues in Shaftesbury and is yielding 
more young people with needs than before. An education package on discrimination is 
being developed as there are many “minorities” in the school and this is vital work.

The Health Project is being delivered to 46 young people at the Yeovil College Skills 
Centre.

Other Staff and Volunteers work continually as reference points not least one who is in 
the John Peel every Wednesday and Friday, known and trusted by the young people. 
Young people can therefore find us in many places and they know this.

We will be looking for somewhere to have a more public face and more confidential 
space for our work, but for the time being – that’s what’s happening. Thank you for your 
continuing support in so many ways.

Sara Jacson

Squawk!

This wireless technology really freaks me out

mailto:rosie.dawson@tobysproject.co.uk


St Peter’s St James’ St John’s
Enmore Green

St Mary’s
Motcombe

6th March
Mothering 

Sunday/ 
Lent 4

9.30am
Family Service

9.30am
HC CW1

3.30pm
Evensong

9.30am
HC CW1

13th March
Lent 5

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC BCP

6.00pm
Pilgrim Service

11.15am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

20th March
Palm Sunday

9.30am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

6.30pm
Evensong

11.15am
HC CW1

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
Family Service

Maundy 
Thursday

7.30pm
HC CW1

7.00pm
HC CW1

7.00pm
HC CW1

Good Friday

12noon 
All age Worship

1.00pm 
Silent Prayer

2.00pm
Devotions

6.30pm 
With music and 

readings

1.30pm
Good Friday 

Liturgy

9.45am
Meditation at 

the Cross
2.00pm

Good Friday 
Service

27th March
Easter Day

9.30am
HC CW1

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

Weekday Morning Prayer Services
St Peter’s    8.30am Monday - Friday
St James’    9.00am Tuesday - Friday
St Mary’s Motcombe   8.30am Friday
St Mary’s Compton Abbas   9.00am Wednesday
St Thomas’  Melbury Abbas  8.30am Friday

14
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St Mary’s
Compton Abbas

St Thomas’
Melbury Abbas

St Margaret’s
M. Marsh

St Thomas
E. Orchard

St Luke’s
W. Orchard

6th March
Mothering 

Sunday/
Lent 4

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC BCP

(Joint Service)

13th March
Lent 5

11.15am
HC CW1 - at
W. Orchard

20th March
Palm Sunday

11.15am
HC CW1

11.15am
Matins

11.15am
Matins

Good Friday 6.30pm
Joint 

Good Friday 
Service

27th March
Easter Day

11.15am
HC CW1

10.00am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC CW1

Weekday Morning Prayer Services
St Peter’s    8.30am Monday - Friday
St James’    9.00am Tuesday - Friday
St Mary’s Motcombe   8.30am Friday
St Mary’s Compton Abbas   9.00am Wednesday
St Thomas’  Melbury Abbas  8.30am Friday
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Mothering Sunday – 6th March

3.30pm  

Evensong  with posies for Mothers, Grannies and Aunties.

Wednesday 9th March – Coffee Morning

10.00am in the Church Hall.  

All Welcome  

Monday 21st March – Words and Music for Holy Week

7.30pm 

With the St. John’s Occasional Singers

Good Friday  25th March 

9.45am  

Reflective Service

Easter Sunday – 26th March 

11.15am  

Festival Communion 

Forward Dates

Sunday 3rd April 

Annual General Meeting 

4.00pm  Followed by Tea and then Evensong at 6.30pm.

Saturday 23rd April 

St. John’s in the Town Hall 

Full details will be in the April issue of Key Ring but we will have Afternoon Tea  – ‘Fit 
for a Queen‘  As a celebration not only of HM the Queen’s 90th Birthday but also of 
Shakespeare’s Birthday and St. George’s Day.  A patriotic day throughout.
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Fri, 10.00am to 1.00pm Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities



18

FOOT CARE-CLINIC
At EDWARDS FARM

FOYLE HILL
Alternate Tuesdays in the 

month
Jenny Franks SRN

20 years experience CRB checked
Tel: 01747 853162

For appointments

 

Bracher
Brothers

FUNERAL  DIRECTORS
Established 1866

24 hour professional service

Private chapels of rest
Monumental Masons

Gillingham
01747 822494

Sherborne
01935 813479

Email:
funerals@bracherbrothers.co.uk
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St Mary’s Motcombe
In the last few weeks at Motcombe we have celebrated the fifth birthday of Messy 
Church when our Team Rector led the worship; the theme was ‘The Biggest Party Ever’ 
and looked at the parable Jesus told when all the invited guests offered excuses and 
failed to attend a party; instead the least in society were welcomed.  The activities were 
related to the theme and the talk made it clear that Jesus invites us all.

Early January saw the vicarage brought out of mothballs, undergo its quinquennial 
inspection and various works carried  out to prepare it for our new vicar who moved 
into the house in mid January.

Together with everyone in the Team who could be present on Thursday 4th February, 
we were delighted to celebrate the new Ministry of the Reverend Pam Rink, and her 
husband Dennis, with rejoicing and a warm welcome for them both.  

The Service for her Licensing and Installation as Team Vicar in the Shaftesbury Team was 
conducted by the Archdeacon of Dorset, The Venerable Antony MacRow-Wood and our 
Rural Dean, the Reverend David Seymour in the presence of all our Team Clergy and 
a full Church.   The Churchwardens of St Mary’s Church Motcombe joined with those 
from Margaret Marsh and East and West Orchard to greet Pam as the new Vicar for our 
Parishes, and the Church resounded with glad singing throughout the ceremony, as 
the traditional ritual progressed around the building to cover every element of her new 
Ministry among us.  

Afterwards, in the school hall, everyone enjoyed the delicious refreshments provided 
by many people from the Team.  Thank you to all those who contributed in so many 
ways to make it such a memorable event.  We look forward to getting to know Pam and 
Dennis as they settle down to live and work among us.

On Sunday 7th February Pam took her first service at St Mary’s , Motcombe.  It was 
wonderful to see the space filled by our own vicar once again, and despite the poor 
weather and the different time, the service was enjoyed by all who managed to attend. 

Jill Jenkinson is in Ghana and wishes to thank all those in St. Mary’s, the village and 
the team for all the children’s clothing, towels and toys that were donated for use in 
Shekinah Children’s Home in Tema.  Jill is there at the moment, rather longer than 
planned, as the wheelchairs for distribution are, at the time of writing, still on the high 
seas.  They are due to arrive on February 15th; please pray that they will be cleared 
through customs by February 20th as the rest of the team have changed their dates to 
fit in with this.  Jill will not now return until the end of the month.  When Jill left she 
was carrying one bag of toys (22kg) her own luggage plus 5kg clothing (total 23kg) 
and her hand baggage was also full of clothing (10kg); she also had an enormous 
handbag.  More toys and towels are being taken out by the Wheels for the World team 
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later and there are a few heavy toys and lots of towels, courtesy of the laundry, to go in 
a container going out in a couple of months. It is typical of Jill that having to move the 
bag of toys to a trolley as it was too big for the conveyor belt she managed to leave her 
hand baggage at the checkout and we did not miss it for 45 minutes.  By then of course 
security had taken over and we had to go on a search for their office.  Security got a 
shock as when they opened the bag they found a few boxes of pencils, put in because 
they were heavier and took less space, and 8+ kg of assorted children’s knickers and 
pants.  The lady had the nerve to ask Jill if she had a lot of grandchildren.  Jill had the 
last laugh; at boarding she took up an offer of unwanted hand baggage in the hold for 
free and got priority boarding as a result.

9.30am 6th March Mothering Sunday Service
St Mary’s welcomes everyone (not only mums and children) to a service of 
thanksgiving.

Designed and hand made by
Wendy Tindall-Shepherd

Dove Tree Designs

Motcombe (01747) 850821
email:  wendy@dovetree.co.uk

Designed and hand made by
Wendy Tindall-Shepherd

Dove Tree Designs

Motcombe (01747) 850821
email:  wendy@dovetree.co.uk
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St Peter’s 
We at St Peter’s are responsible for the last of this year’s Christian Aid Lent Lunches, in 
the Town Hall on Friday 4th March; 12noon – 1:30pm, with Traidcraft and Bring and Buy 
stalls.  All welcome. Any help and support would be appreciated. Telephone Gill Hunt 
01747 853707. 

It’s time for the annual update of the Electoral Roll before the APCM on Sunday 
24th April. Please check that your name is on the list of church members in the 
porch. If your name is missing, or if you are listed but have moved address in the past 
year, please contact Kate Harrison - in church, by phone (01747 853245) or by email 
(katesopharrison@aol.com). 

A meditation

I believe in the sun, even when it is not shining

I believe in love, even when there is no one there,

And I believe in God even when He is silent..

I believe through every trial there is always a way.

But sometimes in this suffering and hopeless despair,

My heart cries out for shelter, to know someone is there.

But a voice rises within me saying ‘hold on my child,

I’ll give you strength, I’ll give you hope.  Just stay a little while.’

I believe in the sun even when it is not shining,

And I believe in love even when there is no one there.

But I believe in God even when he is silent,

I believe through any trial there is always a way.

May there some day be sunshine.

May there some day be happiness,

May there some day be love.

May there some day be peace.

 These words were inscribed on the walls of a cellar in Cologne, Germany, where Jews 
were hiding from the Nazis during World War II.  Hope was all they had to hold on to; 
hope was their only hope for a brighter tomorrow. Many of today’s refugees may share 
these feelings, in their moments of darkest despair.
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From the Registers: Baptisms

17 January   Christopher Gareth John Peniket

31 January   Aleesha Paige Diment

 7 February  Charlotte Elizabeth Orgar

The Orchards and Margaret Marsh
Tea and Chat                                                                                                                                             

Many thanks to Nick and Philippa Forrest for hosting our tea and chat in January and 
Helen and John who were the hosts in February.   As usual they were very enjoyable 
afternoons with delicious cakes.  The next one will be held at the home of Andrew and 
Cheryl Luckock, Froghole Farm, Gore Common on Wednesday 16 March from 2.30pm 
to 3.30pm.  Everyone is welcome 
 
APCM 
If you are on the Electoral Roll you are welcome to come along to the Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting at St Margaret’s, Margaret Marsh on Monday 21st March at 7.00pm 
to hear what has been happening in our parishes during the past year.  It is also the 
time when we vote in new officials.  The Electoral Roll will be revised during the three 
weeks before the APCM.  Please check your church notice boards for the list of present 
membership.

St Luke’s Spring Clean 
St Luke’s spring cleaning will be on Saturday 19 March from 10.30am.  A chance to 
prepare our church for the Easter Sunday service.  Please come along with dusters, 
trimmers etc so that we can spruce up the churchyard and spring clean the church.  We 
will have refreshments too.  If you can help but not at that time that is fine.  Just let Rita 
know what you can do and when. 

Plant Sale                                                                                                                                                          
The Orchards Plant sale will be held at Vale Farm, West Orchard on a date to be 
confirmed.  We will   need donations of plants, cakes and raffle prizes.

 

Services 
Mothering Sunday   6th March  11.15am   Margaret Marsh  (Joint Service) 
Good Friday   25th March   6.30pm   Margaret Marsh  (Joint Service) 
Easter Sunday    27th March    11.15am    West Orchard  (Joint Service)
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS – 24 HOUR SERVICE – SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS – 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard. SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have 
enough room to put them up?

Rates - £35 per head per night B&B reduced to £30 for associates 
of locals and members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin bedded room, all en-suite.
Living room with a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV 

and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365
e.mail - philippacf@gmail.com
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas
Services in March

Sunday   6th March   8.00 am Prayer Book Holy Communion 
Sunday 20th March 11.15 am Holy Communion with hymns 
Wednesdays    9.00 am Morning Prayer

Annual Meeting 
Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held on Sunday 20th March, after the 
11.15 am service (approximately 12.15 pm).  This is when we elect church officers and 
hear reports about the previous year and it is an important part of our church life. If you 
would like to make a nomination, please speak to the PCC Secretary, Susan Ladd, or any 
PCC member 

Village Social Club programme 
The village Social Club has planned a varied programme of events for 2016, 
including several social gatherings organised jointly with the church: after the service 
to mark the Queen’s 90th birthday (on June 12th); after the Harvest Festival; and after the 
Carol Service.  Full details of these and all other social events will appear in future issues 
of the Key Ring and the village e-newsletter. Details of some of them will also be in St 
Mary’s Church Calendar which will be delivered to all houses in the parish shortly after 
the Annual Meeting.

Ruby Wingrove 
We are sad to record the death of Ruby Wingrove, who lived in the village for a long 
time.  Ruby moved to Compton Abbas from Ashmore and was a good friend, known 
and loved by many people.

Third Sunday services 
From the start of this year, our service of Holy Communion on the third Sunday of the 
month has been moved to 11.15 am.  This makes things easier for clergy coming on to 
Compton after taking a 9.30am service elsewhere.  
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Celestial Switchboard

Phone rings and light flashes.

Yawn…. Thank you for calling My Father’s House.  You are speaking to Telecherub Kylie.  
Please select one of the following 4 options: 

For Requests    Press 1

For Thanksgiving      Press 2

For Complaints    Press 3

To speak to an Angel       Press 4

I’m sorry all our angels are busy helping other sinners at present.  However, your prayer 
is important to us and will be answered in the order received.  Please stay on the line.  
You are 10,364th in the queue.

If you would like to speak to

Gabriel    Press 1

Michael   Press 2

Another angel    Press 3

To find out if a loved one has been assigned to heaven, press 5, enter their National 
Insurance Number, then press the Star key.

For reservations in My Father’s House, enter J.O.H.N., followed by 14 lower case v. 1-6.

For answers to nagging questions about what happened to the dinosaurs, the age of 
the earth and the whereabouts of Noah’s Ark, please wait until you arrive here.

Our computers show that you have already prayed once today.  Please hang up and try 
again tomorrow.

This office is closed to observe a religious holiday.  Please pray again on Monday after 
9.30am.  If you need emergency assistance, contact your local vicar.

Thank you
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WASHING MACHINES FIXED FAST

+ ELECTRIC COOKERS

STORAGE HEATERS & DYSONS

+ PHONE POINT INSTALLATION

L E D LIGHTING UPGRADES

OVENOLOGY

01747 850971 or 07761 578482

COPY  DEADLINE 
FOR THE APRIL ISSUE 

OF KEY RING IS
FRIDAY 4TH MARCH

AT 5PM

Apologies for the very early 
deadline but even Key Ring 

Editors occasionally take 
holidays!

To advertise here contact the Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@stmin.org.uk




