
July - August 2016

Bright robes of gold the fields adorn
The hills with joy are ringing,

The valleys stand so thick with corn
That even they are singing

Based on Psalm 65
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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@stmin.org.uk 

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk 
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@stmin.org.uk

Associate Priest:: The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk 

 
Helen & Pam have Friday, Simon & Jan have Monday as their day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk 

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060
The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW

 office@stmin.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Web site: http://stmin.org.uk

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                  keyring@stmin.org.uk

Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Graham Dunlop                    01747 228581
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

‘Sheepdogs and Ducks’

Running a church can be a rather complex thing: complex because there are not only 
formal church procedures to be followed but also because we as church members are 
all real people, not perfect, and we interact with each other striving to worship God and 
be led by his Spirit. Last month I was inspired by two events that were on the same day. 
First was ‘The Visitation’, which sounds like it ought to be a religious festival but rather it 
is more legal as it the time when churchwardens are commissioned by the Chancellor 
of the diocese as officers of the Bishop. This year we were all together in the Cathedral 
so the vast majority of the 850 churchwardens in the diocese together with supporting 
clergy and members of churches met. It was a wonderful service with all three of the 
Bishops, the four Archdeacons together with the Chancellor and Dean. So all together 
in that one service there was a significant number of those who are responsible for 
the running of the church both practically and spiritually. Our churches are probably 
being run better than they ever have been and we are, for example, out of our Christian 
outlook, taking specific care for safeguarding the vulnerable, maintaining the heritage 
of our buildings and enabling them to be used and developed as places of worship. 
All hard work and we can thank our diocese for guidance and specifically  thank our 
individual churchwardens. When was the last time you thanked your churchwarden for 
all they do? Do it next time you see them.
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The other event that happened on the same day was that we, as your team clergy, went 
on a half day course as part of the diocese’s on-going Ministerial Wellbeing program. 
The event was entitled ‘Sheepdogs and Ducks’ and involved just that. We arrived to be 
given sheepdog whistles which some of us mastered and some didn’t, only to be told 
that we could command the dog with the four commands: ‘Cum-by’, ‘Away, ‘Lie Down’ 
and ‘walk on’. This all seemed fairly simple when demonstrated by the shepherd, but 
when we were individually in control of the dog it was a different matter. Things could 
easily get out of control when the ducks were running and the dog was circling - it 
was hard to remember which command did what and easy to get confused. There was 
much nervous adrenalin, exercise of minds, together with laughter and collective praise 
for our efforts we got the ducks round the obstacles and eventually back into the pen. 

I remember when I was a curate my training minister jokingly said to me “Running 
a parish is like herding cats” and I can understand what he meant. But the model of 
the Shepherd and the Sheep is one for us to understand and reflect on deeply within 
our Christian faith if we want to live the lives God wants us to live. We should be 
personally led by ‘That Great Shepherd of the Sheep’ listening to his voice in prayer and 
throughout our daily lives. And if in our mission we want to be shepherds to others, 
ensuring they are led to ‘green pastures’, it is quite a challenge. Now on our ‘Sheepdogs 
and Ducks’ event some of the dogs weren’t very good listeners and got a bit carried 
away trying to do the things they wanted -  it took the professional shepherd to bring 
them back. We too can be like those dogs if we don’t listen, or even like the ducks 
running and scattering. So it is worth reflecting on how you listen to God and act on his 
commands, and then we may all be his obedient sheep and his church, after all it is his, 
will run smoothly.

For more pictures of the event see our Website
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Team News
On Saturday July 23rd  between 9am and dusk, our team administrator Katy is carrying 
out the musical equivalent of the Ride and Stride in all the churches in her home 
Benefice with a sponsored concert-a-thon given by the Wandering Winds.  They will 
give a short concert in each of the 17 churches in 12 hours.  Proceeds will be split 
between the Dorset Historic Churches Trust and the Three Valleys Team. Support in any 
form will be welcome.

Organ Recital

On Sunday 10th July at 12noon at St Peter’s there is a lunchtime organ recital with : 
Greg Underwood, by invitation of Reverend Richard Clarke. Donations to Cancer and 
Heart Charities, all welcome.

Farewell to Kirsty

On Sunday 29th May at 10am St James hosted a Team Service with a difference.  We 
were delighted to be able to wish Kirsty Wells all the very best for her future in the 
Ministry as she ventures out to fulfil her calling.  She was presented with a card, book 
of daily prayer and cheque by Revd Simon from all those in the Team who have worked 
with, been administered to and shared friendship with Kirsty.  

We also celebrated 150 years since the laying of the first foundation stone for the new, 
larger St James church in 1866 (with Dedication Day to follow at the end of next August 
– just one year to build this wonderful building!)

Chris Mahon put together a fitting musical framework commencing with an 
unaccompanied introit by George Thalben-Ball appropriately followed by the hymn 
“The Church’s one Foundation”.  The Kyrie and Agnus Dei from Schubert’s  Mass in G 
and the anthem, Tchaikovsky’s “Holy, Holy, Holy” was sung by a small Ad Hoc group 
with superb solo singing by Hannah Ryan.  “Thank you Hannah and Ad Hoc Choir”.

Seeing St James packed with happy faces and with the full Team clergy present and 
taking part in the service was very special and makes us aware of how good it is to be a 
Team.  The collection for this service was donated to ‘Home Start’.
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Gold Hill Probus Club
Meets monthly 

on the second Monday at
Shaftesbury Town Hall

at 10.00am
Ladies and Gentlemen 

welcome.
For details contact John 

Kitching Tel. 01747 852797

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com

St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN
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 LPA News

 PASTORAL CARE AT ST. PETER’S

By the time you read this we will have had the Service on the 19th June which 
celebrated Pastoral Care at St.Peter’s,  The purpose of the Service was to introduce the 
people who offer Pastoral Care within our Community.  You will also have been given 
a card which gives a contact number so that if you feel troubled or in need in any way 
you  can ring the number and the Team Office will put you in touch with an appropriate 
pastoral carer.  If you should come into contact with someone you believe may be in 
need of Pastoral Care the card nay be given to them and they can decide if they feel the 
need to make contact - we can then supply you with a new card.

We hope that this will make it easier for anyone who may just need to talk to someone 
or need advice to get any help that is needed.

Ann D.

A Correct Assumption?

A man was being tailgated by a stressed out woman on a busy road. Suddenly, the 
light  changed to amber, just in front of him. He did the right thing, stopping at the 
crossing, even though he could have beaten the red light by accelerating through 
the intersection.  
 
The tailgating woman was furious and honked her horn, screaming in frustration as 
she missed her chance to get through the intersection, dropping her mobile phone 
and makeup.  
 
As she was still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and looked up into 
the face of a very serious police officer. The officer ordered her to get out of her 
car. He took her to the police station where she was searched, finger printed, 
photographed, and placed in a holding cell. After a couple of hours, a policeman 
approached the cell and opened the door. She was escorted back to the booking 
desk where the arresting officer was waiting with her personal effects.  
 
He said, “I’m very sorry for this mistake. You see, I pulled up behind your car while 
you were blowing your horn and cursing the guy in front of you. I noticed the 
‘What Would Jesus Do’ bumper sticker, the ‘Choose Life’ rear window sticker, the 
‘Follow Me to Sunday-School’ sign and the chrome-plated Christian fish emblem 
on the boot. Naturally... I assumed you had stolen the car.”
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St Peter’s

Churches’ tent at Gillingham and Shaftesbury show, Wednesday August 17th – 
volunteers needed

For the 2016 Show, St Peter’s takes the lead in the Team’s hosting of the Blackmore Vale 
Deanery Church hospitality tent.

This year’s special display will be all about Church weddings. As well as information 
about how to get married in one of our churches there will be times when visitors 
to the tent can ask one of our vicars any questions they might have. So whether you 
want to know who can get married in church or what part your children can play in the 
service, come along and chat to someone from our friendly team.

The Show is one of North Dorset’s great days out and many of you, from St Peter’s and 
elsewhere in the team, will have helped out in the tent in previous years.  We aim to 
offer coffee, tea, biscuits, a chance to sit down for a few reflective moments sheltering 
from the bustle of the show, perhaps an opportunity for a quiet word with a member 
of the clergy team, a space for kids to play safely while adults have a moment of down 
time – any of this as part of a friendly welcome from churchgoers to allcomers.  We 
hope the special display may bring in some show-goers who would not otherwise find 
their way to our tent.

In some years, one of the major challenges has been locating the tent.  The 
showground layout varies from year to year, and that sometimes involves a new site for 
the church tent.  This year we are assured it will be in the same place as last year, just 
beyond the western end of the Crafts tent.  That’s towards the Gillingham end of the 
showground and on the B3081 side of the field, just before you reach the live music, 
cider and beer tents as you work your way through the exhibits. If you pick up the Show 
catalogue, look for confirmation of location under Church Tent (not Blackmore Vale 
Deanery, which has sometimes been used in past catalogues, confusing both visitors 
and stewards trying to locate it.)

As always, we will need plenty of volunteers.  These are primarily to fill one hour 
shifts in pairs greeting visitors and offering refreshments, from 8am ahead of formal 
opening at 8.30 until the event starts to wind down at the end of the afternoon.  We will 
also need help getting set up the previous evening when we need to transport chairs, 
tables and other gear, as well as first thing on Show day when we will bring down our 
catering equipment and anything else we decide to use in the tent; and returning 
everything after the event closes.

Katy in the Team Office will hold a sign-up sheet for volunteers for the duty slots on 
August 17th.  If you plan to be at the Show, please consider whether you can spare an 
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hour to help.  But if not, do drop in to support those who will be doing their collective 
best to spread our message among the 20,000 people who come through the Show 
gates in most years.   Michael Pattison (m.a.pattison@gmail.com, 01747 852017) will 
be part of the group coordinating our effort.  Please contact him with offers of help, 
suggestions or queries. Any local businesses who would like to consider sponsoring the 
Church tent or the weddings display are encouraged to contact Michael, Katy or Revd 
Helen Dawes (Team Rector, helen@stmin.org.uk 01747 850589).

ROYAL RINGING

Little children should be seen and not heard (so the saying goes) but with bellringers 
the opposite applies – they are heard but not seen, so does one ever stop to wonder 
who is creating what they hear?  St Peter’s is fortunate to have one of the most 
accomplished bands of ringers in the Salisbury diocese.  The Salisbury Diocesan Guild 
of Bellringers comprises over 200 churches with at least 5 bells, stretching from Lyme 
Regis in West Dorset to Ramsbury, on the East Wiltshire border.  As well as ringing the 
six bells at St Peter’s every Sunday morning prior to the 9.30am service, extra ringing is 
also arranged for special local or national occasions.

Such was the case on Sunday 12th June when a quarter peal of 1,272 changes was 
organised (this involves each ringer pulling his/her rope 1,272 times, which takes about 
50 minutes to complete) in honour of Her Majesty the Queen’s official 90th birthday.
The six ringers involved included Ross Robertson, who moved to Shaftesbury over two 
years ago and has just retired from the office of President to the Guild after six years’ 
service;  Judith Williamson, who learned to ring in Lincoln and was a member of the 
Lincoln Cathedral band, moved to Shaftesbury about five years ago, and has taken 
over from Ross as Guild President;  Robert Wellen, from Gillingham, who is currently 
the Guild Ringing Master;  the other three members of the band, who need no 
introduction, were John and Gill Hunt and John Parker.  Mention must also be made of 
Derek Brown, Sarah Hunt, Tim Wetherilt and Angela Huntley-Hawkins, who also turn up 
faithfully on Sunday mornings to ring for the 9.30am service.

Long may she live to reign over us!

Membership

The annual count has now been completed and signed off by the Rector.

 St Peter’s declared membership for 2106 is 130.  This compares with

2015        128

2014        126

2013        120

 So we continue to head in the right direction!

mailto:m.a.pattison@gmail.com
mailto:helen@stmin.org.uk
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Open House

John Kitching writes:

As many of you will know, Open House is a charity run at Father’s House.  It is there to 
give help and advice on many topics, such as benefits, housing, budgeting, etc.  Some 
of us at St Peter’s are becoming involved, as we feel it is a very important area of work.

Store House is an offshoot, which provides help in areas such as furniture, food parcels 
via Gillingham Foodbank, small household items and so on.  At the moment they have 
a real need for the following items:: fridges, fridge freezers, freezers, tumble dryers, 
single and double beds, sofas, cookers, TVs and TV   tables.  All electrical items will be 
tested and authenticated by qualified people.  Should you have any of these items 
surplus to your requirements, could you please ring me on 01747 852797, email john.
kitching87@btinternet .com.  I will then contact Store House to make arrangements.

Summer diary dates

St Peter’s Church & Church Hall are a new venue for the Shaftesbury Fringe Festival this 
year. Three performances are scheduled:

Thursday June 30:  St Peter’s, 6.30pm, Shaftesbury School Concert

Friday July 1: St Peter’s Church Hall, 2pm, The Wandering Winds World Tour of Dorset

Saturday July 2: St Peter’s, 3.00pm, ‘Kids on Keys’- informal concert of piano music led 
by Sian Highnam

Sunday July 10:  St Peter’s, 12 noon, lunchtime concert organ recital by Greg 
Underwood. 

Free admission, retiring collection. All welcome.

Tuesday July 26: St Peter’s, 7.30pm, Sing and Praise 

Saturday July 30: St Peter’s, 9am, Ministry Team Prayers and Meeting

Tuesday August 23: St Peter’s, 7.30pm Sing and Praise

mailto:01747 852797
mailto:john.kitching87@btinternet
mailto:john.kitching87@btinternet
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Fri, 10.00am to 1.00pm Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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St James’ Church
Open Gardens and Vintage Tea Party

A dull start to the afternoon on the Saturday didn’t spoil people’s enthusiasm for 
visiting the many splendid gardens in St James and the sun did shine later in the 
afternoon.  Many people were ex-residents of Shaftesbury and had come back 
especially to visit the gardens. Sunday was a scorcher which drew even more people to 
the area.

On the Saturday we had a ‘Vintage’ tea party at the Church in celebration of the Queen’s 
90th birthday (sadly she didn’t put in an appearance!). There were thin sliced cucumber 
sandwiches (crusts removed of course), scones with jam and clotted cream, an amazing 
selection of cakes and even sherry trifle and tinned fruit cocktail!  All designed to 
remind us of childhood teas and served on proper delicate plates with the tea in 
decorated cups and saucers. The atmosphere was wonderful, some people stayed 
most of the afternoon  - sitting in the sun, chatting and going back for refills. We all had 
a great time and the church became what we want it to be, not just our much-loved 
place of worship but a focus for fellowship for everyone. We had such a good time that 
we might do it again....

Thanks to everyone who opened their garden, those who worked so hard to make the 
weekend such a success and Elinor Tolfree for hosting the tea on the Sunday. Overall, 
we raised over £1,300 for the Church & Community Fund and attracted people who had 
never been to the church before. Let’s hope this is a sign of things to come.

P.S. If anyone would like to have a ‘Vintage’ tea party then we have the necessary china; 
cups and saucers, plates and teapots, and even the glass bowls for the trifle. Available 
to hire from Julian RIchards (851531) for a contribution to our fund. 

 Abbey School has as usual been very busy during the first half of the summer 
term.  All the children involved in SATS worked very hard especially Year 6 who are 
now working on their summer performance of ‘Jungle Book’.  Year 4 have enjoyed an 
overnight stay at Springhead and Year 5 have been on a residential visit to Lulworth.  
Year 6 are looking forward to a residential visit to Minehead.

Twelve children took part in the Shaftesbury Tennis Tournament and played very well.

The school celebrated the Queen’s 90th birthday with a party and a shrub was planted 
in the Quiet Garden to commemorate the occasion. 

Two mothers ran the London Marathon and raised over £2,000 to buy new ICT 
equipment for the school.

The Prayer Partners, volunteers from the church and the school governors regularly 
continue to enact Bible stories for the school at collective worship.
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Pilgrim Service on Sunday June 12th had the theme ‘finding gold’.   By a fast-flowing 
river, in a place he least expected it, a glint caught the Pilgrim’s eye.  His colleague knelt and 
dug at the grey sand and, as he dug, the glint revealed a nugget of gold.  

If you would like a change from the more traditional service, you might find that this 
quenches a thirst!  The language speaks to us at whatever stage we are in our own 
journey, and is interspersed with songs from the Celtic tradition. We share friendship 
and refreshments afterwards. Our next Pilgrim Service is on Sunday 9th July at 6pm. Do 
join us – you will be very welcome! 

From the Registers

Wedding

Friday June 3rd  -  Andrew Charles Verran and Abbie Jane Forward 

Baptism

Sunday June 5th  -  Holly Grace Ralph 

 “Cup & Sourcer” will be running as from Saturday June 18th and we hope it will be 
the seed from which a community ‘base’ can develop. Please spread the word to all 
those who would like a bit of company for an hour or so on a Saturday morning or just 
a nice sit down space at the end of a stroll along St James Street. 10.0am - 12 noon 
with fresh coffee, tea and tray bake or flapjacks and cold drinks too in the heat or for 
the youngsters. There is a play area in the cool for children who will be made very 
welcome. We hope this trial will be effective and if so will consider making it a mid 
week opportunity in the winter months. Any enquiries, offers of help or inclusion in any 
capacity please contact Philippa on 01747 812365 or email philippacf@gmail.com

.

Forthcoming Events – all these are fundraising events for the Church & Community 
Fund.

‘Misbehavin’ -  Friday 2nd September; Jazz gig in Church 7.30pm. Ticket price tbc. This is 
a professional local band (Helen Porter, Karen and Robin Wimhurst) and they are truly 
excellent! 

Dorset Historic Churches “ Ride & Stride”. Saturday 10th September. St James are 
hoping to follow on from the success of last year and make this a really enjoyable time 
together by encouraging partakers and sponsors to have a good walk and visit a group 
of churches we haven’t seen before perhaps, have lunch out and make a day of it. 

mailto:philippacf@gmail.com
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Interested in joining in? Contact Philippa –tel no and email as above.

Saturday 12th November – Jazz gig cancelled – now “Home-grown Hotpot & 
Performance” St James Church.  A hot meal 6.45pm for 7pm followed by in-house ‘bit 
of a do’ type evening. £7.00 per head. 

Get thinking of material and those hiding talents behind bushels.  (contact Philippa if 
you would like to take part in entertainment). 

Saturday 22nd October at Shaftesbury Arts Centre Talk by Julian Richards -  “A life in 
ruins”  Time and ticket price tbc. 

Saturday 26th November – Christmas Fair – Town Hall ………. it’ll be on us before we 
know it!

Reminder that the following take place on a regular basis:

1st Tuesday 7.00pm Reflective Prayer – Co-ordinator Jenny Webb.

1st Wednesday 2.00pm to 2.20pm, Abbey School Worship in church (to include ‘Open 
The Book’, ) Paul Cooper, Revd Simon and Janet Wilson.

Every Thursday evening at 7.00pm – CW Holy Communion

2nd Friday of the month 9.30am to 10.30am latest - Prayer Group at back of church – Co-
ordinator Andie Blows.

2nd Sunday - Pilgrim Service, 6pm all year round. – Co-ordinator Mary Ridgewell/Paul 
Cooper.

A Miracle?

Father O’Malley was driving down from Dublin to Wexford when he was stopped 
for speeding in Killiney. The traffic control officer smelled alcohol on the priest’s 
breath and then saw an empty wine bottle on the floor of the car. 

He said, ‘Father, have you been drinking?’ 

‘Only water’, replied Father O’Malley. 

The policeman asked, ‘Then how come I can smell wine?’ 

The priest looked at the bottle and said, ‘Good Lord! He’s done it again.’ 
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS – 24 HOUR SERVICE – SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS – 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard. SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have 
enough room to put them up?

Rates - £35 per head per night B&B reduced to £30 for associates 
of locals and members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin bedded room, all en-suite.
Living room with a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV 

and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365
e.mail - philippacf@gmail.com
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St Mary’s
Compton Abbas

St Thomas’
Melbury Abbas

St Margaret’s
M. Marsh

St Thomas
E. Orchard

St Luke’s
W. Orchard

7th August
Trinity 11

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC BCP

6.30pm
Evensong

14th August
Blessed 

Virgin Mary

11.15am
Joint 

Service at
West 

Orchard

11.15am
Joint 

Service with  
East

Orchard

21st August
Trinity 13

11.15am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC CW1

28th August
Trinity 14

11.15am
Matins

11.15am
Matins

Midweek Communion Services

St Peter’s    10.30am Wednesday  (except August 17th)
St James’      7.00pm  Thursday
St Mary’s, Motcombe   10.00am  Thursday

Melbury Abbas    No midweek communion in August
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St Peter’s St James’ St John’s
Enmore Green

St Mary’s
Motcombe

3rd July
St Thomas

9.30am
Family Service

9.30am
HC CW1

6.30pm
Evensong

11.15am
Parish 

Communion
BCP

10th July
Trinity 7

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC BCP

6.00pm
Pilgrim Service

11.15am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

17th July
Trinity 8

9.30am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC CW1

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
The Gathering

3pm
Messy Church

24th July
St James

9.30am
HC CW1

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
Family Service

9.30am
HC CW1

31st July
Trinity 10

11.00am Team Service, Margaret Marsh Barn
including thanks to the Revd Jan Crossley on her retirement

Followed by bring & share picnic

Weekday Morning Prayer Services
St Peter’s    8.30am Monday - Friday
St James’    9.00am Tuesday - Friday
St Mary’s Motcombe   8.30am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,   
      Saturday
St Mary’s Compton Abbas   9.00am Wednesday
St Thomas’  Melbury Abbas  8.30am Friday
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31st July
Trinity 10

11.00am Team Service, Margaret Marsh Barn
including thanks to the Revd Jan Crossley on her retirement

Followed by bring & share picnic

St Mary’s
Compton Abbas

St Thomas’
Melbury Abbas

St Margaret’s
M. Marsh

St Thomas
E. Orchard

St Luke’s
W. Orchard

3rd July
St Thomas

8.00am
HC BCP

3pm
Songs of 

Praise

11.15am
HC BCP

6.30pm
Evensong

10th Jiuly
Trinity 7

11.15am
Joint 

Service at
West 

Orchard

11.15am
Joint 

Service with  
East

Orchard

17th July
Trinity 8

11.15am
HC CW1

10am
Pet Service

11.15am
Matins

24th July
St James

11.15am
HC CW1

11.15am
Matins

Midweek Communion Services

St Peter’s    10.30am Wednesday
St James’      7.00pm  Thursday
St Mary’s, Motcombe   10.00am  Thursday

Melbury Abbas    10am     Friday 8th July
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St Peter’s St James’ St John’s
Enmore Green

St Mary’s
Motcombe

7th August
Trinity 11

9.30am
Family Service

9.30am
HC CW1

6.30pm
Evensong

11.15am
Parish 

Communion
BCP

14th August
Blessed Virgin 

Mary

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC BCP

6.00pm
Pilgrim Service

11.15am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

21st August
Trinity 13

9.30am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC CW1

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
Family Service

28th August
Trinity 14

9.30am
HC CW1

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
Family Service

9.30am
HC CW1

Weekday Morning Prayer Services
St Peter’s    8.30am Monday - Friday
St James’    9.00am Tuesday - Friday
St Mary’s Motcombe   8.30am Monday -  Wednesday,    
     Saturday
St Mary’s Compton Abbas   9.00am Wednesday
St Thomas’  Melbury Abbas  8.30am Friday
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J & T 
WINDOW CLEANING

Your local, traditional 
window cleaner.  

We are able to clean and clear 
out guttering

 We also undertake complete 
conservatory cleans

Please phone Jess and Tim
on 01747 590090/

07724 455128
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas   

On 8th June, the lay members of the PCC met the Rector and Rev Dr Chambers to 
consider matters relating to Jan Crossley’s retirement at the end of July.  The meeting 
was positive and very useful. No conclusions regarding the future clergy responsibilities 
for St Thomas’s were announced - but that was not the intent of this preliminary 
meeting. 
 

The Licensing of our new Churchwarden – Jon Dakin 
 
This year, the Bishop’s Visitation and Admission of Churchwardens took place on 9th 
June in Salisbury Cathedral. The Bishop has nine hundred churchwardens, so along 
with clergy and people from various churches supporting their wardens, the Cathedral 
was packed.  Rodney Atwood and John Porter came along to support Jon Dakin, our 
new churchwarden.  We welcome Jon to this role, thank him for accepting nomination 
and will support him in fulfilling his responsibilities. 
 

St Thomas’s Church Preservation Society

Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show - Wednesday 20th August.  Sadly we will have to 
forgo our stall this year. This is mainly due to new health and safety rules, stating no 
dogs and food in the same tent. Hopefully the Shaftesbury and Gillingham Show 
Committee will find us a new slot next year outside the food tent and in a position that 
would give us a good footfall.  

Dates for Your Diary

4th July – Songs of Praise at 3 pm

St Thomas’s Patronal Festival – Songs of Praise followed by (weather permitting) cream 
teas in the churchyard.

17th July – Annual Pets Service at 10 am

Come along and meet Gus, a lovable donkey and his girlfriend Tinkerbell, a Shetland 
pony. If you have a pet, bring it along with you.  If you don’t have one, come and enjoy 
other people’s pets.  Mr Coffin will tell us all about their sanctuary and the animals that 
they care for.  Should the weather be good we will have the service in the churchyard.  
If not God’s house will become Noah’s Ark.  Refreshments will be served after the 
service. 
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24th July – Farewell Service and Party

The Revd. Jan Crossley is retiring as our priest in charge at St Thomas’s at the end of July 
2016.  Her last service with us will be a service of Holy Communion on Sunday 24 July 
at 11.15 am.  After the service, there will be a buffet lunch in the Village Hall starting at 
12.30 pm.  Come along to either service or lunch or both.  Any contributions of food 
for the lunch would be gratefully received; if you can help in this way, please call either 
Jess Crichton [853942] or Juliet Bichard [851836]. 

Joan Dore 
 
The funeral service for Joan Dore took place on 10th June.  Joan and her late husband 
Dem lived for many years in Glynn Place.  Joan was a very private person who loved her 
home and garden.  She was a keen knitter who enjoyed cricket and rugby.  Her other 
love apart from her family and close friends was for animals especially dogs, donkeys 
and penguins. 

Owen Brockway:

On 16th May a very large congregation of family and friends more than filled the pews 
and seats at St Thomas’s to remember Owen Brockway, who had been cremated that 
morning.  Although he was not a churchgoer, it was right that tribute should be paid 
to his life at St Thomas’s, as he came from an old Melbury family, mentioned in Bob 
Breach’s history of the village.  He was often to be found caring for the grave of his 
parents in the yard opposite the church.  The numbers at church were a tribute to his 
breadth of friendships and interests, as well as the love of his family.  Owen Brockway 
was best known for his well-reputed electrical firm, but after retirement he remained 
active and continued a wide range of interests.  He will be greatly missed.
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Villages Country Show combined with our Annual Fete will take place at School House 
Farm, West Orchard on  Saturday 30th July 
Items for stalls, cakes for teas, bottles, a barrel of beer or a hog to roast are still needed

You should have received an information sheet with the June edition of the Key Ring if 
you did not please contact Rita Stranger 01258 472331

Tea and Chat
Our next Tea and chat will be held on Wednesday 20th July from 2.30 to 3.30pm at the 
home of Ray and Annie Barnes, Hollybank, East Orchard. 
The August date will be Wednesday 24th August at the home of Phil and Rita Stranger, 
Manor Meadow, West Orchard (same place, new name). We look forward to seeing you 
there

Dorset Historic Churches Ride and Stride
This year the event will take place on Saturday 10th September.  If you would like to cycle 
or stride please contact Rita Stranger, Annie Barnes or Nancy Roberts. Remember a 
percentage of monies raised is donated to your church of choice. Some of you may not 
realise that churches can apply for a grant from Dorset Historic Churches for necessary 
works at their parish church.

Golf Day
If you would like to play golf at Port Regis School on Wednesday 10th August please 
contact John Stranger on 01258 472893
The prizes will be presented in the evening at Manston Village Hall when we will have 
a two-course meal at a cost of £8 per head. It would be really helpful if you could let 
Annie (01747 811333) or Rita (01258 472331) know if you are attending. Also any offers 
with the food or prizes for the Raffle would be gratefully received

The Orchards Jumble Collection
Don’t forget to start sorting out your wardrobes for our Jumble Collection which is on 
9th  November.  Bags will be available nearer the time although black bin liners can be 
used. We would like men’s, ladies’ and children’s clothing. Paired shoes (tied together 
or elastic band around), handbags, ties, belts, hats, soft toys and costume jewellery. 
Everything must be in good condition.

Services
Margaret Marsh
Our Team Barn Service at the home of Ron and Audrey Trim will be held on Sunday 31st 
July at 11am, followed by a bring and share picnic.
We are delaying any works to the wall until funds are available. 
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FOOT CARE-CLINIC
At EDWARDS FARM

FOYLE HILL
Alternate Tuesdays in the 

month
Jenny Franks SRN

20 years experience CRB checked
Tel: 01747 853162

For appointments

 

Bracher
Brothers

FUNERAL  DIRECTORS
Established 1866

24 hour professional service

Private chapels of rest
Monumental Masons

Gillingham
01747 822494

Sherborne
01935 813479

Email:
funerals@bracherbrothers.co.uk



26

St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in July

Sunday   3rd July                     8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 17th July 11.15 am Holy Communion with hymns 
Wednesdays    9.00 am Morning Prayer

Margaret Honour 
We are sad to record the death of Margaret Honour, a longstanding resident of 
Compton Abbas, who was very well known and loved in the village.  Margaret’s family 
has lived in Compton for generations and contributed a great deal to the life of our 
village.  She will be much missed and our sympathies go out to Bill and to her whole 
family. 

Save the Date – Harvest Festival Weekend 
Last year, the church and the village Social Club cooperated to hold a Harvest Festival 
Weekend, which combined the village Apple Day with the Harvest Festival service.  The 
weekend was popular and well attended so it will be repeated this year, with an even 
closer link between the two events.

This year’s Harvest Festival is being held in the morning, at 11.15 am on Sunday 16th 
October.  It will be followed by the Apple Day in Fanner’s Field, when the Social Club 
invites people to bring their apples for juicing.  There will be more details available after 
the summer, but put the date in your diary now.  It promises to be very enjoyable day.

Church Gates 
Next time you come to church at St Mary’s, take a moment to pause in the gateway 
and admire the gates and the wooden arch over them, which have all been recently 
redecorated. They mark significant events in the life of St Mary’s.

The metal gates were erected to commemorate the centenary of the new church 
building, in 1968.  The church held a whole amazing year of celebrations to mark 
the anniversary and there is a very interesting scrapbook of pictures and documents 
recording what happened.  If you would like to see it, contact Gillian Cross or Denise 
Parsons.   

The wooden arch over the gates, which is made from reclaimed oak timbers, was put 
up in the year 2000, to mark the millennium.  Until recently, it was overgrown with 
ivy which partially masked the pictures in the four small shields.  Now the shields are 
clearly visible—but did you know that one of them is different from the other three?  If 
you have never noticed, take a closer look…  
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St John’s, Enmore Green

On the first Friday of the month starting in July we will be meeting in St John’s Church 
Hall, Enmore Green at 12noon  and not in the church.  All are welcome to join us for 
a buffet lunch, cake, tea /coffee and a friendly face.  There is a minimum donation of 
£3.00 to cover costs . It would be lovely to see old and new faces . For more information 
feel free to contact Jean Parker on  01747 854759

At 8pm on Sunday 3rd July we are hosting a free event as part of the Shaftesbury Fringe 
Festival, “Sacred Sounding”. A small group of musicians will use the particular acoustics 
of the church and a variety of musical instruments, including a Tibetan prayer bowl and 
the voice, to produce a musical experience in many styles - jazz, classical, esoteric. 

Some instruments may make an appearance at our 6.30pm Evensong.  All are welcome 
to join in. 

   Did you know that the Weldmar Hospice charity shop will collect                
   items of furniture that you no longer need?     

  Telephone 01747 853007  between   9am  and 5pm. 
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

To contact the Revd Pam Rink please phone 01747 590712 or email pam@stmin.org.uk 

Services for July & August:

Sunday 03 July    11.15am BCP     Holy Communion

Sunday 10 July    9.30am                 Parish Communion

Sunday 17 July    8.00am                 BCP      Holy Communion

                                                     9.30am                 The Gathering

  3.00pm                 Messy Church in Motcombe School

Sunday 24 July    9.30am                 Parish Communion 

Sunday 31 July    11.00am              Team Communion in Margaret Marsh,    

                                                                                    followed by picnic    
 
                

Sunday 07 August    11.15am BCP         Holy Communion

Sunday 14 August   09.30am               Parish Communion

Sunday 21 August   8.00am                 BCP         Holy Communion 

  09.30am               Family Service

Sunday 28 August   09.30am               Parish Communion

mailto:pam@stmin.org.uk
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The Wessex Festival 2016 

A feast of beautiful music is on offer for singers and audiences alike in The Wessex 
Festival 2016. This annual music festival takes place from 11th to 14th August and 
comprises concerts, recitals, workshops and church services.

Wimborne Minster will be the venue for the two choral concerts with Sacred Paris 
on the opening evening when the Fauré Requiem will be the main item performed 
by the three Festival singing ensembles. They will be performing again on the Festival 
Saturday in a programme that includes Mozart’s Coronation Mass. The singers will be 
joined by Wessex Chamber Orchestra, which will also play Mozart’s Horn Concerto 
No. 4.

Merley House, a Georgian mansion outside Wimborne, is the ideal setting for A Night 
at the Opera, when soloists from the London opera houses will sing a selection of 
opera favourites.

In addition to these concerts there will be two recitals by talented local musicians 
from Bryanston School, workshops for choral singers and soloists, and a lecture-recital 
exploring music from Wimborne Minster’s chained library. The Festival chamber choir, 
Wessex Voices, will provide the music at three choral services in Wimborne, Iwerne 
Minster and Durweston.

For more information about the Festival, either as a singer with the Festival singing 
ensembles or to come to the Festival as a member of the audience, visit the Festival 
website –  www.thewessexfestival.co.uk -  or contact the Festival Administrator, Bob 
Reeve at reeve64@btinternet.com.
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5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

Tree Management
01747 229249      07415 890038

Felling          Pruning
Hedge Cutting

Pest & Disease                                                               Woodland
Diagnosis   Planting     Management

Fully Insured & Quali� ed

Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Hosiery

Underwear and accessories

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding

Co-op Car Park, Sha� esbury
Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestu� @tiscali.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

S H A F T E S B U R Y
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The Villages Country Show
Supporting The Fortuneswell Cancer Trust, Forest Holme 

Hospice 

and the Parish of The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

SATURDAY 30th JULY  2016

A great day out for all the family
School House Farm, West Orchard

 opening at 12noon

Trailer Rides from 11.00

Tractors on show and Robot Milking farm visit
Lawnmower racing, Farm Skills, Pets Corner 

GRAND DRAW Top Prize £200 Centre Parcs Longleat Voucher 
plus numerous other quality prizes 

- HOG ROAST- TEAS- ICE CREAMS - CANDYFLOSS
        CAKES – PLANTS – TOMBOLA – TOYS – BOTTLE STALL – BRIC-

A-BRAC - 

Skittles – Gift & Craft stalls- Family day out Raffle 
BOUNCY CASTLE-LADDER GAME–COMPETITIONS-FACE 

PAINTING-LUCKY DIP

Teddy Tombola-  Sweet Stall - Cookie Decorating

  

from 7pm

Bands, Skittles, Bar, BBQ

Kiddies evening disco – Fancy Dress  
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk
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Bread for the Journey 
Shaftesbury Team Retreat 

23rd-25th September 
There’s still time to book a place

Quite a few people have already signed up to come to this year’s Team Retreat in 
Glastonbury, but there is still space left.  (There are plenty of bedrooms at Abbey 
House, but we’re restricted by the size of the dining room; it’s important that we can 
all eat together.) The closing date for bookings is 26th August – assuming there’s still 
room - but I would find it helpful if people can let me know by the end of July if they’re 
intending to come.

I am, as always, very happy to give more details if you would like some.  You can 
telephone (01747 811263) or email me at gillian@gilliancross.co.uk.  The draft 
programme will be available in a few weeks’ time and I’ll send it out to everyone who 
has already booked.  If you haven’t decided yet, but would like to see the programme, 
please let me know and I’ll send it to you as well (by email if possible, but I can post a 
copy if necessary).

The total cost of the retreat is £144, which covers accommodation and all meals.  It 
starts at teatime on Friday 23rd September and finishes at teatime on Sunday 25th 
September.  You can find out more about Abbey House on the website (http://
abbeyhouse.org/ ).  It is a beautiful, peaceful place for a retreat and, given advance 
notice, they are very good at catering for special diets.

You will find a booking form on the other side of this page.  Alternatively, you can 
download it from the team website or ask me to send you one.

Gillian Cross 

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
http://abbeyhouse.org/
http://abbeyhouse.org/
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The Shaftesbury Team Autumn Retreat
The total price for the weekend is £144 per person.  Please pay a deposit of £30 per 
person when you send the booking form.   The last date for booking places is Friday 
26th August 2016 and the full amount needs to be paid by the end of August 2016.
Cheques should be made out to:  Shaftesbury Team Ministry.
Please return the form below to: 
Gillian Cross, Wayside, Twyford, Shaftesbury, SP7 0JG

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name………………………………………………,…..………………….....

Address……………………………………………...............................................

..................................................................................................................................................

Postcode…………….....................................

Telephone: ………………..  Email :……...……………………………….....

Special dietary requirements………………………………………………

Do you have diffi  culty with stairs?..........………………………………….....

Deposit…………………….........Full payment……………………….............

....................................................................................................................................
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WASHING MACHINES FIXED FAST

+ ELECTRIC COOKERS

STORAGE HEATERS & DYSONS

+ PHONE POINT INSTALLATION

L E D LIGHTING UPGRADES

OVENOLOGY

01747 850971 or 07761 578482

COPY  DEADLINE 
FOR THE 

SEPTEMBER ISSUE 
OF KEY RING IS

FRIDAY 12TH 
AUGUST
AT 5PM

To advertise here contact the Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@stmin.org.uk




