
October 2016

The earth has yielded its increase; 
God, our God,  has blessed us.

Psalms 67: 6

December 2016 - January  2017
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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@stmin.org.uk 

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk 
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@stmin.org.uk

Helen & Pam have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk 

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 office@stmin.org.uk

Web site: http://stmin.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday
The Team Office is closed on  Wednesday 14th December for one day 

and from 12noon on Friday 23rd December,
 re-opening at 9am on Tuesday 3rd January

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@stmin.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Graham Dunlop                    01747 228581
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

I am writing this just days after America’s vote for their 45th president. The people of the 
USA have voted and Donald Trump has been chosen to become the most powerful and 
influential person in the world. He has won, but his power to me came at the expense 
of the minorities in society, and we are already hearing of hate crimes against Muslims, 
Hispanic Americans, ethnic minorities and the LGBT community there. But then it’s not 
been a good year for public votes: our own Brexit vote was overshadowed by several 
characters who were so passionate and outspoken before the vote but afterwards 
resigned and left in their wake a stream of social unrest and confusion. Both votes have 
given some individuals in our society an opportunity to vent their own prejudice against 
those who are ‘different’ breaking society apart rather than building justice and peace.
The democratic process means that we can choose, but in this selfie-obsessed culture 
we live in, we seem now all too quick to naïvely choose what we think will be best for us 
and not look deeper discerning what will be best for the whole of society: It’s about how 
I look and feel, and we forget to look after the ‘poor man at the gate’ (Luke16.19-31) or 
build treasure in heaven (Matthew 6.19-21)
I suppose it is a good thing that Christmas is coming: the season of goodwill to all, 
when poor Tiny-Tim will get his opportunity to say “God Bless you all!” and all again 
will be ‘Merry and Bright’. Like our votes we can again choose to show compassion 
and generosity, and be woken from our Scrooge like states and have our eyes opened. 
But let’s remember at the heart of Christmas is Christ: and it is precisely that we didn’t 
choose God to come into the world but that it was his choice to come to our mess. The 
opening of John’s Gospel (Jn 1.1-14) reminds us that we were in darkness not knowing 
God, and God brings light to his own people, even though they did not know him. It is as 
Isaiah foretold some 700 years earlier ‘The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined.’ 
(Isaiah 9.2b).  How are we to use this light? Well Jesus said don’t hide it under a basket 
(Matthew 5.13-16) but let it shine so that “others may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven”. If the world seems a dark place now it is probably that 
we haven’t shone into our dark places or chosen to be illuminated by God’s way. Even 
so, we can rightly give praise to God this Christmas time that there wasn’t a vote for the 
coming of Jesus as we probably would have messed it up – maybe that is why his coming 
has stood the test of time. Hopefully Donald Trump will only last his four years.

If you would like to comment on this article, comment on our Facebook page http://
facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE 

http://facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE
http://facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE
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Team News

Team Service

The collection at the recent Team Service at Melbury Abbas was donated to Médécins 
Sans Frontières for the specific benefit of those unfortunate people who are suffering in 
Syria.
 
The amount collected was £335.50 of which £277.50 was gift aided, meaning that 
with the benefit of the tax reclaimable a cheque for £404.88 was sent.  A letter of 
appreciation has been received.

Christingle Service

It is the turn of St Peter’s to hold this year’s annual Christingle service.  It will be held on 
Sunday 11 December at 4.30pm and not as shown in the October Key Ring.  This short, 
joyous, Christmas celebration is popular with children of all ages so why not make a 
diary note to attend?

Exploring Prayer Days

There is a series of Exploring Prayer Days led by Bishop Michael Perham and Brother 
Sam SSF taking place at various locations in February 2017. There will be a poster 
displayed in your church and to book use the online booking system if you usually do 
so or ask for a booking form from the Team Office, or download one from http://www.
salisbury.anglican.org/

The days will be framed with worship and will include teaching on personal prayer, 
praying together, silent prayer and participating in the liturgy. We anticipate that 
people will want to go to their own Archdeaconry venue but if the date is a problem for 
any reason you are welcome to go to one of the others.

 

http://www.salisbury.anglican.org/
http://www.salisbury.anglican.org/
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01747 229249         07415 890038
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St Peter’s

Calendar for Christmas and beyond

(as available at press time but please check weekly pew sheets and website for later 
changes and for more January dates)
Sunday 11 December   Team Christingle 4.30pm  at St Peters
Tuesday 13 December  Shaftesbury School Carol Service  6.30pm
Sunday 18 December   Churches Together Outdoor Nativity – see below 
                                             St Peter’s Carols by Candlelight 6.00pm 
Saturday 24 December, Christmas Eve ; St Peters Crib Service 4pm 
                                                                             Midnight Mass at 11pm 
(No Sing and Praise in December)
Sunday January 29                                        Team Service at St Peters 10 am.
 
Churches Together Outdoor Nativity - Sunday December 18th at 1.00 pm

Christmas is fast approaching and we are all busy shopping, cooking, and fitting in 
Carol Services etc: but amongst all this pre-Christmas busyness there is a little oasis 
that reminds us what it’s all about.    Those of you who have seen it before will know 
that part of the town Christmas Market is the Outdoor Nativity.  Based on one of the 
old Medieval Mystery Plays, it tells the story of Christ’s birth at Bethlehem with plenty 
of fun and a strong pantomime element, plus the chance to join in and sing some well-
known Carols.  Please come and support it, it is a tremendous witness to the town.       

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes 

At our service on Sunday 6th November our shoe boxes which had been filled with 
gifts for disadvantaged children were gathered together, and along with boxes from 
Bell Street United Church were collected on 16th November to be sent off to where they 
are most needed. At the time of writing we don’t know where they have been sent, so 
watch out for this information in future updates.
 
During 2015 a monthly guide was included in Key Ring so that people could spread 
the load of packing a shoe box over several months. In addition the now familiar small 
cream swing bin was left in church so that  items could be deposited for packing in 
additional boxes.  These made a significant difference to the number of boxes we were 
able to send. We have been asked to reinstate this feature, so each month there will be 
a short notice in Key Ring suggesting suitable things to purchase. This means that if you 
would like to pack your own shoe box, if you follow the plan, the cost will be spread 
throughout the year. If you feel unable to wrap and pack your own shoe box, bring your 
gifts into St Peter’s and by next November we should have a good, balanced collection 
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of goodies for the children. The first of these monthly guides will be included in the 
February edition.

Before you start however, decide for which age group and gender you would like to 
pack your box; toddler (2-4 years old), primary school age (5 – 9 years old) or pre-teen 
to teenage (10 – 14 years old) and of course boy or girl. If you are a knitter, hats, little 
bags for girls and glove puppets from the patterns provided by Operation Christmas 
Child can be started now. We did not have enough glove puppets to put one in each 
box this year, although a donation of about 12 by Sue who doesn’t live in Shaftesbury, 
but housesits here and reads Key Ring, made a significant difference. Thank you Sue!

Elizabeth Selwood

A prayer for Norah

Many of you, we feel sure, will remember the book of Prayers written some time ago 
by Ros Wilson’s granddaughter Tirion and a group of her St Peter’s Sunday School 
friends.  At the Service of Baptism on Sunday 23 October for her 2-year-old sister Norah, 
Tirion read a prayer she had written, which has moved many of the people who have 
seen it.  Ros has given her permission for it to be included in Key Ring.  It shows an 
amazing grasp of what prayer is really about, especially for a young lady who is 10 years 
old.
Clive Thomas commented ‘What a beautiful prayer!  I couldn’t have written better 
myself!’
 
Merle and John Kitching
 
                     A PRAYER FOR NORAH

 
Dear God, be with my friends today, may they know Joy.
Be with my family today, may they know Love.
Be with me today, may I know Peace’
Be with Norah today, may she know your Light,
As she begins her Amazing journey of Faith,
Lead her on the right path, and keep her safe.
Help us all to know that you are with us forever and always.
Amen
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From the Registers

Baptisms
23 October
Norah Elizabeth Ellie Wilson Chambers
Elliott John Martin
Keith John martin

Wedding
5 November
Jason Hall & Maria Magee

Funeral
28 October Norah Cynthia Snow

L.P.A.  NEWS

Did you know that Weldmar Hospice hold a very impressive service at 6.30 at Orchard 
Park called” Light up a Life”?   This year it is on Thursday December 1st.  Orchard Park 
provide a huge Christmas Tree and people pay for a light to go on the tree in memory 
of a loved one.  When you pass Orchard Park this month do look at the tree and say a 
prayer for all those who have died and will not be with their families for Christmas but 
are still able to have a light to shine . Their names are all entered in a Memorial Book. A 
lovely idea and perhaps next year you would like to buy a light (which helps the work 
of the Hospice) and a special way of remembering those who have shone and made a 
difference in your life and also come to the Service.
May you have a very Happy Christmas and may your light shine brightly for another 
year.     

A.H.

IT’S YOUR CHOICE

A few days before the recent Presidential election in the United States an undecided 
Senator is walking down the street and is tragically hit by a lorry and dies. 
His soul arrives in heaven and is met by St. Peter at the entrance.
"Welcome to heaven," says St. Peter. "Before you settle in, it seems there is a problem. 
We seldom see a high official around these parts, you see, so we're not sure what to do 
with you." "No problem, just let me in," says the man. 
"Well, I'd like to, but I have orders from higher up. What we'll do is have you spend one 
day in hell and one in heaven. Then you can choose where to spend eternity."
"Really, I've made up my mind. I want to be in heaven," says the Senator.
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"I'm sorry, but we have our rules."

And with that, St. Peter escorts him to the lift and he goes down, down, down to hell. 
The doors open and he finds himself in the middle of a green golf course. In the dis-
tance is a clubhouse and standing in front of it are all his friends and other politicians 
who had worked with him.  Everyone is very happy and in evening dress. They run to 
greet him, shake his hand, and reminisce about the good times they had while getting 
rich at the expense of the people.  They play a friendly game of golf and then dine on 
lobster, caviar and champagne.  Also present is the devil, who really is a very friendly 
guy who has a good time dancing and telling jokes. They are having such a good time 
that before he realises it, it is time to go.  Everyone gives him a hearty farewell and 
waves while the lift rises... The lift goes up, up, up and the door reopens in heaven 
where St. Peter is waiting for him.

"Now it's time to visit heaven." 

So, 24 hours pass with the Senator joining a group of contented souls moving from 
cloud to cloud, playing the harp and singing. They have a good time and, before he 
realises it, the 24 hours have gone by and St. Peter returns. 

"Well, then, you've spent a day in hell and another in heaven. Now choose your 
eternity."

The Senator reflects for a minute, then he answers: "Well, I would never have said it 
before, I mean heaven has been delightful, but I think I would be better off in hell."

So St. Peter escorts him to the lift and he goes down, down, down to hell. 

Now the doors of the lift open and he's in the middle of a barren land covered with 
waste and garbage. He sees all his friends, dressed in rags, picking up the rubbish and 
putting it in black bags as more rubbish falls from above.   The devil comes over to him 
and puts his arm around his shoulder. "I don't understand," stammers the Senator. "Yes-
terday I was here and there was a golf course and clubhouse, and we ate lobster and 
caviar, drank champagne, and danced and had a great time. Now there's just a waste-
land full of garbage and my friends look miserable. What happened?"

The devil looks at him, smiles and says, "Yesterday we were campaigning. 
Today you voted." 
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St James’ Church

‘A Life in Ruins’ –  by Julian Richards

On 22 October at Shaftesbury Arts Centre,  Bridgette Browne, Chair of the Re-ordering 
Committee which is aimed at making St James’ Church lighter, warmer and more 
inviting for use by all, introduced Julian to a packed house.  He marched in with his 
wheelbarrow and proceeded to entertain us all with a résumé of his career, including 
an exhibition of shovelling, which was much appreciated (although the last shovelful 
missed the wheelbarrow!).
     Pictures of a youthful Julian and the lack of health and safety at early digs was a 
reminder of changing times. After a break for ice cream, Julian completed the evening’s 
talk (on a clean stage!) with lots of interesting details and was happy to answer 
questions from the audience. A total of approximately £1100 was raised for St James’ 
Church & Community Fund.
     Our thanks to Julian for the gift of his time and for a fun filled successful evening!  
 
BB.

In Memory of Joy Lewis

October 27th was a day of mixed emotions for Viv Rudd and her family, being the 
occasion of the service in memory of her mother, Patricia Joy Lewis, following 
cremation at Salisbury. The service was attended by many who knew and loved Joy, 
joining together to remember a life well lived and sharing precious memories. The 
service was beautifully taken by Rev Mary Ridgewell assisted by Rev David Botterill 
who, with his own family, had known Joy for many years. He spoke with great affection, 
telling of her love of music and dancing, her early life, marriage and bringing up her 
children, interspersed with amusing anecdotes that painted a picture of the lady 
herself. Viv too, and also Ollie, her son, remembered mother and grandmother with 
gratitude, love and sadness at her passing. 
     After the service family and friends joined together at the back of the church for 
refreshments and to share their own personal memories, while Mike Botterill provided 
background music which reflected, as did that during the service, Joys’ favourite styles. 
Altogether a most fitting and lovely farewell. Needless to say, our thoughts are with Viv 
and her family.    SB.

Horse Race Evening

“And they’re off….... .. Oh for the thrill of the turf !”  The Race Evening organised by the 
Friends of St. James’ at The Coppleridge Inn, Motcombe drew a crowd of 150 willing 
punters.  Each of the eight races was hotly contested but there were no objections 
and the Stewards had a quiet evening. Well done Guy Lowton and the Committee, for 
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planning this most enjoyable and entertaining fundraiser for the car park.  A profit of 
just over £2,000 was made.         
 
APC

Five Choirs Choral Evensong

On October 30th, All Saints’ Day, Chris Mahon conducted this special service at St 
Gregory’s Church, Marnhull, with the Venerable Tony Wilds officiating and Peter 
Lattimer on the organ.
     How fortunate we are to have such enthusiastic musicians with time and energy to 
draw together so many musical singers and choristers from this rural area. The music 
was exceptionally rousing with the Stanford in C Magnificat and Nunc Dimitis, and also 
included Bruckner’s Locus Iste and the Anthem “If Ye Love Me” by Philip Wilby.
     The choirs came from Shillingstone, Sturminster Newton and Marnhull as well as 
singers from our St James’ and St John’s Churches.  We were well rehearsed and 
“gave it our all”.  From a tightly-packed chancel we raised our voices in praise, and the 
congregation cannot fail to have been caught up in the beauty and worship. We were 
grateful for the welcome tea provided by our Marnhull hosts. 
     Our special thanks to Chris for organising and preparing the singers from 
Shaftesbury, 
     We look forward to hosting the next Five Choirs Evensong.
 
Labyrinth for December   The theme this month is ‘Tree of Light, Tree of Life’.  Please 
remember that Philippa is always pleased to receive poems, pictures etc, which are 
suitable for the labyrinth.

From the Registers 

Thursday 27th October – Memorial Service for Patricia (Joy) Lewis

Sunday 13th November - Baptism of Alexander Moldovan   

Dates for Your Diary

Sunday 4th December at 4.30pm       -   St John Ambulance Christingle Service. 
Sunday 11th December at 6pm          -   Pilgrim Service
Wednesday 14th December at 2pm  -   Abbey School Reception Class Nativity Play.
Thursday 15th December at 2pm       -   Abbey School Carol Service in church.
Thursday 22nd December at 7pm –   -   Carols by Candlelight followed by mulled wine 
and mince pies.
Christmas Eve at 11.30pm                   -   Midnight Mass
Christmas Day at 9.30am                     -   Family Festival Service  
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Dates for 2017
The 150 year anniversary of the Dedication of St James’ Church will now be held on July 
23rd 2017.  Bishop Nicholas and Rev Simon are unavailable in August. 

Summer Season – please let Philippa (01747 812365) have some ideas for something 
different as our main annual fundraiser.

Recycling
Regular readers of this pewsheet will know there is a box at the back of the church to 
collect various items - spent toner cartridges, mobile phones, spectacles, wool and 
used stamps. These items are not only recycled but used to raise funds for various 
charities. Now we are in Advent and will be receiving greetings cards by post please 
find time to tear off the stamps with a margin of paper all around.  Thank you.   
   
JJ 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM CHRISTIAN AID

It seems no time at all since the Shaftesbury Christian Aid committee were sending 
compliments of the season to their local supporters, and what a year it has been!
So much has happened during 2016 – politically, environmentally and personally.
Christian Aid has been very challenged, as have the other aid agencies, with the need 
for help in so many countries, sometimes reaching overwhelming proportions.  Yet, 
despite the ongoing situations and crises, there are encouraging and heartwarming
reports of progress and lives being changed for the better as a result of response to 
appeals.  Maybe we are biased, but we feel that the Shaftesbury area cannot be beaten 
in this respect and we are delighted to report that a total of almost £9,000 was sent to 
HQ during the year 2015-2016. Our Lent Lunches this year were well attended and both 
this and Christian Aid Week were generously supported.  The day before our Harvest 
Lunch, CA put out an emergency appeal following the hurricane that hit Haiti so the 
committee decided to devote the proceeds to this, and the response was amazing – we 
sent just over £1,500 to HQ! Our last fund raiser of the year was the Autumn Quiz, held 
at Fathers House who let us use their excellent facilities free of charge. An interesting 
evening was enjoyed by a good number of ‘quizzers’ and a further £392 was collected. 
So, on behalf of all whose lives are enhanced by your loving and caring generosity 
and the local committee, we thank you warmly. We look forward to seeing you at our 
2017 events, and leave you with our sincere wishes for a blessed, happy and peaceful 
Christmas.                                                          

SB
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Fri, 10.00am to 1.00pm Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS – 24 HOUR SERVICE – SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS – 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard. SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have 
enough room to put them up?

Rates - £35 per head per night B&B reduced to £30 for associates 
of locals and members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin bedded room, all en-suite.
Living room with a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV 

and have breakfast.
Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

To contact the Revd Pam Rink please phone 01747 590712 or email pam@stmin.org.uk 

Services in December

Sunday 04 Dec                11.15am   Holy Communion (BCP)

Sunday 11 Dec  9.30am   Parish Communion with Baptism

Saturday 17 Dec  6.00pm   Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

Sunday 18 Dec  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP)

   9.30am   Family Service

Christmas Eve  4.00pm   Crib Service
                11.30pm    Midnight Mass

Christmas Day  9.30am   Family Festival Communion 

Services in January

New Year’s Day                10.00am    Team Communion at St John’s, Enmore Green   
     (no service at Motcombe)

Sunday 8 Jan  9.30am  Parish Communion

Sunday 15 Jan  8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)     
   9.30am  Family Service

Sunday 22 Jan  9.30am  Parish Communion

Sunday 29 Jan               10.00am Team Communion at St Peter’s, Shaftesbury  
      (no service at Motcombe)

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL CHOIR SINGS IN MOTCOMBE CHURCH.

What a fabulous evening! On Monday 7th November, 13 boy Choristers, 5 men, 1 lady, 
2 chaperones, the Organ Scholar and David Halls, Director of Music, descended on 
Motcombe in two mini-buses. At 5.30pm they were rehearsing in church. At 6.30pm 
they were eating their supper, half of them at the Vicarage with Rev Pam and Dennis, 
the other half at Greg and Angie’s house. Sausages and mash followed by pudding 

mailto:pam@stmin.org.uk
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went down a treat.  At 7.15pm they were robing in the school hall, and at 7.30pm 
they entered the church, which was absolutely full. Then they started to sing. Wow! 
Their powerful, beautiful, sonorous tones filled the air, and we were all transported 
heavenwards! The organ solos had to be changed because of the problems with 
the Pedal Organ. We had hoped that repair work would be finished in time for the 
concert, but it didn’t happen. Hopefully, before long, the work will be done, and the 
organ restored to its former glory. David Halls himself made the Appeal in aid of the 
Organ Repair Fund, and through the generosity of so many people, over £1,000 was 
raised. Thank you, everybody who responded so generously. Thank you, everyone who 
worked so tirelessly to make this concert such a huge success. Your efforts are very 
much appreciated. We look forward to other exciting things happening before long. 
Watch this space!

Greg Underwood

TEA & CHAT IN CHURCH

Every Tuesday from 2.30pm to 4.30pm there is an opportunity for all ages to meet in 
church for a cup of tea and time to chat. Everyone is welcome and there will be toys 
available for the smaller ones.

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

Our Carol Service, a Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, will take place in Motcombe at 
6pm on Saturday 17th December. It is almost two years since Greg Underwood retired 
as Director of Music at St. Peter’s. Since last Christmas he has been helping out at St. 
Mary’s Church, playing the organ. However, for this very special occasion there will be 
a Choir! There will over 30 singers performing some of your favourites, for example, 
Adam Lay Ybounden (Boris Ord), Sussex Carol (David Willcocks), Star Carol (John Rutter), 
Myn Lyking (R. Terry) and, hopefully, The Motcombe Angel’s Carol by Barry Ferguson. 
Come along to find out more! You will, of course, get the chance to join in yourselves, 
when we sing those wonderful carols that make Christmas so special. This is one not 
to be missed! We look forward to seeing you there!! There will be mince pies and 
refreshments to follow.
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J & T 
WINDOW CLEANING

Your local, traditional 
window cleaner.  

We are able to clean and clear 
out guttering

 We also undertake complete 
conservatory cleans

Please phone Jess and Tim
on 01747 590090/

07724 455128

5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S
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SHAFTESBURY TOWN TWINNING

ASSOCIATION

Annual Exchanges with Brionne 
(France) and Lindlar (Germany).

Further informati on -

Clare Huxley, Associati on Chair

01747 855790 or

www.shaft esburytwinning.org.uk

Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk
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St Mary’s, Compton Abbas

Services in December
Sunday     4th December      8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday   18th December   11.15 am Holy Communion with Hymns 
Tuesday  20th December    6.00 pm Carol Service 
Saturday 24th December   4.00 pm Crib Service and Take Part Nativity 
Christmas Day                   11.15 am Family Festival Communion 
Wednesdays     9.00 am Morning Prayer

Harvest Festival

After our Harvest Festival, the collection and the non-perishable food items were 
donated to Gillingham Food Bank and the fruit and vegetables were taken to Butts 
Mead. Thank you to everyone who brought gifts to help celebrate the harvest.  
And thank you to the Social Committee for organising such a splendid Apple Day 
celebration during the afternoon.

Carol Service and Christmas Party

This year, our Carol Service is being held on a Tuesday – 20th December.  This means that 
we can have it in the evening, with traditional readings and carols in a candle-lit church.  
Are there any carols you would particularly like to sing during the service?  If so, please 
talk to one of the church wardens – preferably before 13th December.  They will be 
happy to pass on your requests to Helen.  

The Carol Service will be followed by the Village Christmas Party, organised jointly by 
the Church and the Social Club.  The party will start shortly after 7pm, in the Hall and 
everyone is warmly invited to attend.  Please bring a plate of food to share.  Drinks will 
be provided.

Crib Service and Take Party Nativity

This year, on Christmas Eve, we shall once again be holding our popular Crib Service 
and Take Part Nativity.  Everyone is welcome to come, with or without children.  The 
children will be invited to help act out the Christmas story.  There will be costumes 
available and Scrumpy Jack, the donkey will be making another guest appearance.  The 
service starts at the church gate, at 4pm, and then moves inside the church as Mary and 
Joseph journey to Bethlehem.  
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Tea and Stories

We are planning something new for 2017 – a chance for parents and children to 
get together and share tea and Bible stories.   The first session will be on a weekday 
afternoon in late January or early February and will start at 4pm.  Watch out for the date 
in the next issue of Key Ring and in the village e-newsletter.  

Long Ago and Far Away

What follows is an extract from a letter home from an English woman teaching in a girls’ 
school in the foothills of the Himalayas in December 1961. All Saints’ School at Naini Tal was 
originally founded in 1869 for the children of English people living and working in India, and 
was run by nuns of the Community of St Denys, Warminster; After Independence in 1947 
the majority of pupils were Indians of all faiths with Christians in the minority. The school 
prepared children for the Indian Certificate of Secondary Education and was run with a 
Christian ethos by both English and Indian staff. It sheds light on the ‘propagation of the 
Gospel’ in those far off days and is offered for interest.

“……I have never known such a full end of term. 
I think it was really due to co-producing a Hindi Nativity Play in St Nicholas’ church on 
top of the usual end of term exams & reports. However it was well worth it. It was the first 
time a Nativity Play had been acted in Hindi by these two Anglo-Indian schools. I wrote a 
prologue to try to introduce it to our non-Christian audience – we acted it to our servants 
and our fellow boys’ school, Sherwood, and also to visitors.

We called the play ‘Roshni ka Bachcha’ – Child of Light - and had six readers in saris to 
keep the narrative going while the acting took place in the sanctuary. Gabriel appeared 
in the pulpit and brought his candle down from heaven to light Mary’s way and the 
heavenly host also came each with a candle.
We acted in Indian dress – a lovely Hindu girl as Mary in a peacock and black sari and a 
shawl with another Hindu as Joseph wearing an achkan (high-collared buttoned coat) 
and Gandhi cap. Gabriel in white with a glorious sari draped as wings and a band of gold 
around her head. She also was a Hindu.

The hymns were in Hindi and we also had bhajans or local Indian words and tunes 
with their own rhythm – we had a three man band with drum (tabla) and some lute-
like instrument (possibly a sitar). Many of the non-Christians enjoyed these enormously 
and it was a real eye-opener to them that Christianity was not a British affair but was 
absolutely in a medium they could call their own.
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Our final procession included people from all walks of life in India – a Maharani who 
gave her jewels, a sweeper who brought his brush, A lame man, a blind man and a leper, 
a professor (in my gown!) offering books, and a doctor his stethoscope, a bunya offering 
keys and a pile of money and a coolie under a heavy load.

Right at the end the angels came down the aisle and stood by the west door and lit a 
tiny candle for each person in the congregation to take, and these flickering lights went 
up the hill and into the servants’ homes. Mr Llewelyn, the Headmaster of Sherwood, was 
kind enough to write afterwards and say that their servants had been “amazed at the 
manner of the Incarnation and had lit their candles the next night in their homes saying: 
‘tonight Christ will come.’ ”

This is very exciting and I do hope we can do the play each year. The church was packed 
– we must have had 300 in it and about 400 if you count cast, choir and readers. The 
children were humming and singing the tunes and words on the way home and I’ve 
noticed particularly how the Hindu children have come alive to it. “Away in a manger” (Na 
jhula, na khatola) they love! Also “Bread of heaven on thee we feed” which we had in the 
final tableau. As you see I’m still full of it!”

PC

THIS IS A TIME IN THE SERVICE SET ASIDE FOR PEOPLE TO BE NICE TO 
ONE ANOTHER.  DIFFERENT PEOPLE SHARE THE PEACE IN DIFFERENT WAYS

THE NON PARTICIPANT 
TRIES TO AVOID EYE 

CONTACT IN THE HOPE 
THAT THIS INDIGNITY 

WILL END SOON

THE PERSONAL 
SPACE INVADER.

PURVEYOR OF 
UNINVITED HUGS 

AND KISSES

THE OLYMPIC 
PEACEGIVER

AIMING TO GREET 
ENTIRE CONGREGA-
TION. EYES ALREADY 

ON NEXT VICTIM

THE CHURCH 
ORGANISER.

WILL BLESS YOU 
WITH  LOTS OF 

OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR MINISTRY
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas
Services for December

8th December           9.30am - Parish Communion Common Worship 

11th December         No service in St Thomas’s 

1st January 2017      10am - Team Service in St John’s, Enmore Green  

Christmas Services

18th December – 6 pm Carol Service 

Volunteers for putting out the candles beforehand and making and serving mince 
pies and mulled wine will be needed; if you can help, please let Jon Dakin [855976] or 
Robert Crichton [01747 853942] know. 

24th December – Christmas Eve

10 pm “Midnight” Mass 

25th December – Christmas Day

11.15 – Family Festival Communion 

Christmas Flowers  

We shall be arranging Christmas foliage on Saturday 17th December starting at 10am, 
ready for the Carol Service on 18th December. Flowers will be added later.  Gifts of 
flowers and foliage would be much appreciated. Valerie and Ann. 

Sidepeople’s Rota.  

We are very grateful to those who are already sidespeople and would welcome any 
other members of the congregation who would like to join the list. The duties come 
around about once every 2-3 months and are not onerous; they consist of helping to 
prepare the church for a service, greeting the congregation and handing out books etc, 
reading the lessons [if you feel able], taking the collection and tidying up the church 
afterwards.  A simple aide memoire is provided.  If you would like to join this merry 
band please get in touch with Robert Crichton [01747 853942]. 

Coffee Rota.

It would be good to be able to offer members of the congregation a cup of coffee or 
tea after our services. This would need someone to volunteer to run the coffee rota 



28

which has been dormant for some time. Would anyone like to volunteer? If so, please 
talk to Jon Dakin [855976] or Robert Crichton [853942]. 

News From the Bell Tower

The Campanologists at Melbury completed a quarter peal in November under the 
guidance of their long suffering tutor Judith Williamson, as part of National Quarter 
Peal Week.  The Ring comprised 1272 changes.  Tower Captain David Wheeler said he 
was delighted, especially for Jenny Lee who had not done one before, but also for 
fellow ringers Rodney Atwood and Yvonne Gallimore.

The ringers continue to practise most Monday evenings from 7.30 and welcome visitors 
to come and have a try.

Church Breakfast

On the second Friday of each month at 8.30 a.m. in the south aisle of the church.  Tasty 
breakfast, good conversation and company, no spiritual commitment necessary.

Sponsored Cycle Ride

In the November Key Ring it was stated that Harriet Atwood had completed her 
thousand mile sponsored cycling on behalf of the church.  We can now announce 
that the sum raised is £350.00. Meanwhile, Harriet has raised a further £50.00 from her 
vegetable stall which is open at the church every Sunday during the summer months, 
selling home grown vegetables.  Very many thanks to Harriet.

ST THOMAS’S PRESERVATION SOCIETY
CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING

SATURDAY DECEMBER 3rd
10.30am – 12noon

at Ivy Paddock (at the bottom of Zig Zag Hill)
Home of Bob and Sue Breach

Nearly New stall stocked with good quality Christmas Gifts, 
Raffle, Homemade Cakes, Books, Bric a brac

ALL VERY WELCOME

Sue and Bob have been hosting this event for more years than they can remember, and 
so if there is any change to the venue, everybody will be most welcome to Melbury Mill 
instead.
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The Orchards And Margaret Marsh
 
Jean Outram
We would like to thank Jean Outram for her commitment to achieving both refurbished 
bells and a 5th bell for St Margaret’s. Her efforts are greatly appreciated by the Ringers 
and Parishioners and the results will be enjoyed by many generations to come.

St Thomas, East Orchard
We are pleased to say that both Revd Helen Dawes and Revd Pam Rink have met with 
the Archdeacon, the outcome being that a meeting will be arranged for all Parishioners 
of East Orchard to talk through the way forward for St Thomas’ Church. Villagers will 
receive a written invitation to the meeting at such time when all relevant information 
has been gathered.

Tea and Chat
We would like to thank Phil and Rita Stranger for hosting the November Tea and Chat. 
The next tea and chat will be held in January. A note will be added to  Key Ring with 
venue and date.

The Orchards  

Jumble Collection
Thank you for all your donations of clothing etc for the Jumble collection. The total 
raised was £92.40. Thanks to Annie for organising the collection. 

SERVICES 

West Orchard
PLEASE NOTE ST LUKES SERVICES WILL START AT 3.30PM during the winter 
months December January, February and March.
Ensuring we can attend during daylight hours.

The Orchards   Carol Service Sunday 11th December at  11.15am
Margaret Marsh                    Carol Service Sunday 18th December at 11.15 am
Combined Christmas Day Communion 11.15am at Margaret Marsh

This year there will not be a Christingle Service  in The Orchards. We hope that you will 
attend the Team Christingle. Please see Key Ring for date.

St Margaret’s Bells
St Margaret’s Church, Margaret Marsh, has welcomed the return of its 4 refurbished 
bells.
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They were originally cast in the Cripplegate foundry in 1874 and appear in Warner’s 
catalogue of 1877 as the gift of the Revd. Henry Boucher of Thornhill House. Stalbridge.
Since installation 142 years ago they were virtually untouched and the fittings were 
approaching the end of their useful lives.

The 4 bells have now been cleaned, tuned and turned and fitted with new headstocks, 
bearings & clappers by Matthew Higby & Co. Ltd of Radstock. 

They have also installed a guide frame to aid bell handling for the ringers.
The peal has also been augmented by the addition of a 5th bell donated and hung 
thanks to the remarkable generosity of the Keltek Trust. This is a charity which 
conserves by reuse. It helps churches acquire surplus and/or redundant bells to be 
hung for English-style full circle bell ringing. Ours has apparently come from a prison! 
The 5 bells are now a delight to ring.

All the work has been made possible with grants from the Llewellyn Edwards Bell 
Restoration Fund, Erskine Muton Charitable Trust, Allchurches Trust & Sharpe Trust 
along with the very generous support of benefactors as a celebration of HM The 
Queen’s  90th birthday.

THE FLOWER LADIES

WITHIN A CHURCH

THE CHURCHWARDENS

THE VICAR

THE MEMBERS OF THE PCC

THE CURATE

REGULAR MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION

VISITORS AND PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
WANDERED IN OFF THE STREET

THE YOUTHWORKER
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Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

Holistic and complementary Therapies
Private Tuition and Group classes, 

workshops and events
Yoga, Pilates, Tai chi, Qigong, 
Meditation and Mindfulness

Strengthen the body, calm the mind
Courses for all levels and abilities

Please contact Sally
07873 336662

mail@yogaindorset.com
www.thespaceshaftesbury.co.uk
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Wednesday  7th December – Advent Coffee morning in the Church Hall (top of Church 
Hill).  
10.00am to 12 noon 
Bric a brac, home made cakes, books, and raffle.  Do come along; bring a friend, make a 
friend!

Sunday 18th  December  3.30pm 
St. John’s Annual Carol Service 
With traditional carols and readings supported by the St. John’s Occasional Singers.  
Followed by tea and cakes. 

Monday 19  December  – Carol Singing Around Enmore Green
6.00pm – meet at the War Memorial 
Followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
Donations to the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance 

Friday 23rd December
2.30pm Stories round the Christmas Tree in the church. Young families are invited 
to come and enjoy stories, help to assemble the crib, have fun and afterwards, tea. 
Contact Elizabeth (01747 850654) for more details or if your child has any dietary or 
other requirements.

Sunday  25 December – CHRISTMAS DAY
8.00am,  Common Worship Communion with Carols 

January 2017 

Sunday 1st January 2017
10.00am Patronal Service of Holy Communion  for St. John the Evangelist, which will 
also be a Team Service 

Wednesday 4 January Coffee morning in the Church Hall (top of Church Hill).  
10.00am to 12 noon.
Bric a brac, home made cakes and a jolly chat and a rest after all the Christmas 
activities. 
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Can you identify these logos?

Answers in February Issue of Key Ring



COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE FEBRUARY ISSUE OF 

KEY RING IS
FRIDAY 13TH JANUARY

AT 5PM
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To advertise here contact the 
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@stmin.org.uk

In your time of need we are here to take 
care of all your funeral 

requirements

Call us 24 hours a day

Newbury
Gillingham

Dorset
SP8 4QL

Tel:  01747 822494

Newell
Sherborne

Dorset
DT9 4EZ

Tel:  01935 813479

Dignity Caring Funeral Services
Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

Memorial Consultants
Floristry Advice

Funeral Stationery

Part of Dignity plc.  A British Company
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 FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN

                  UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN:

                                HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED

Wonderful Counsellor,
THE MIGHTY GOD

THE EVERLASTING FATHER

The Prince of Peace
       ISAIAH 9.6


