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The earth has yielded its increase; 
God, our God,  has blessed us.

Psalms 67: 6

February 2017
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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@stmin.org.uk 

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk 
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@stmin.org.uk

Helen & Pam have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk 

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@stmin.org.uk
Web site: http://stmin.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@stmin.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Graham Dunlop                    01747 228581
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

Who is Jesus Christ to you? It sounds like a fairly simple question and on one level 
probably has a simple answer. But the more we reflect on it the more complicated it 
gets. 

I think that Jesus himself was incredibly complex. Take the parables for instance: 
deceptively simple stories, yet amazingly sophisticated, full of metaphors and images 
and used not only to illustrate a point but also to shock and challenge. He was 
someone who took great risks, ultimately taking the greatest risk of all – suffering 
humiliation, crucifixion and death for our sakes. He gathered around him those that 
society had rejected – the tax collector, the leper, the sinner. He constantly challenged 
the leaders of his day and pushed the boundaries of what was deemed acceptable. He 
was actually a very political person. We too, as Christians following in Jesus’ footsteps, 
should push the boundaries and constantly challenge those in authority when we see 
injustice and inequality.

In order to fully realise the complexity of this person who was both human and divine 
we just need to look at the vast collection of images of Jesus that have been painted 
over the centuries. They each depict him in a different way, using his image to convey 
different aspects of their Christian faith and to bring his message of hope into the 
context of suffering and despair that has coloured the lives of so many. Each painter 
saw (as we do) a different image, a different aspect – no two people see Christ in the 
same way.

We talk about ‘seeing Christ in others’ and ‘being Christ to others’. How can we ever 
aspire to these when we see this complexity? Jesus left us some clues: ‘Love one 
another,’ he said, ‘just as I have loved you.’ He also said, ‘What you didn’t do for the least 
in the world, you didn’t do for me!’ How can we truly live up to this expectation? How 
can we, who are only human ‘be as Christ to others’? Perhaps it has something to do 
with hospitality, what we mean by that and how we give hospitality in church, at home 
and in our communities. How we ‘love our neighbour’.

I have been led to consider hospitality in some depth, even to the point of almost 
buying a restaurant – thankfully I was saved from that fate! And eventually began to 
learn about hospitality in the very different context of those on the margins of our 
society: the down-and-outs, the asylum seekers, the mentally ill and all who are often 
rejected by society. Offering hospitality, compassion and care in this context is not easy, 
cosy or comforting but risky and uncomfortable, often challenging conventions and 
society; but if it can reverse, just a little, the systematic neglect of the marginalized then 
surely it is worth it. 

Hospitality in any context is about generosity – even simply inviting someone round 
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for a cup of tea involves a giving of oneself to another. In inviting another into our 
own environment we express an element of trust and openness. There is the constant 
possibility of surprise, of new beginnings and unpredicted outcomes. 

The Rule of St Benedict gives prominence to the practice of hospitality: “Let everyone 
that comes be received as Christ” is one of the most familiar and often quoted phrases 
of the Rule. In the parable of the sheep and the goats Jesus lets us know in no uncertain 
terms what our responsibilities are: ‘I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.’ ‘I 
was a stranger and you invited me in.’ 

We think of Abraham entertaining the angels and his unconditional invitation to them 
to share his food, water and shelter (Genesis 18:1-8); the generosity of the widow 
to Elijah (1Kings 17:7-16) and many more examples. Our hospitality must aim to be 
equally unconditional, it has to imply a real relationship with those who are different 
as well as those who are like us, and the risk that we may be moved out of our comfort 
zone to be changed ourselves in the encounter.

I believe that we are called to revere what is sacred in every person, and that by offering 
hospitality not just to those we want to be with but also to the stranger and the ‘other’ 
we point to who Jesus Christ is for us. 

If you would like to comment on this article, comment on our Facebook page http://
facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE

Team Retreat - Save the Date

This year’s Team Retreat will be at Abbey House Glastonbury, from 22nd-24th 
September.  Watch out for details in the Key Ring over the next few months.  We also 
hope to have a Supper Evening when people can come and find out more about 
what happens on our retreats.  If you would be interested in attending, do let me 
know.  I’ll put details about that in Key Ring as well.

Gillian Cross   (01747 811263  gillian@gilliancross.co.uk)
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01747 229249         07415 890038
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

Situated in Shaftesbury our homes have been providing the highest
quality care for 28 years.  We warmly welcome residents at all levels of

dependency and our dedicated team provide for detailed individual needs.

If you would like to visit us, please call on

01747 854699 (Castle Hill) 01747 852860 (Cedars)

Email:  admin@cedarscastlehill.co.uk
   Web:  www.cedarscastlehill.co.uk
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Team News

Team Service

The collection from the Team Service at St John’s, Enmore Green on New Year’s Day 
amounted to £267.16 of which £166.00 was Gift Aided.  This means that a cheque for 
£308.66 will be sent to the Pilsdon Community near Bridport.

David Hunt
Team Treasurer

Snowdrop Service, 3pm Monday 6th February, St Peter’s Church
The Snowdrop Service provides an opportunity to remember our loved ones who have 
died. Late winter can be a difficult time of year for all kinds of reasons as we grieve; but 
this is the time when snowdrops first appear, reminding us that the hope and warmth 
of spring are not far away. This service is arranged by the Weldmar Hospice Chaplaincy 
and led by their Chaplain, the Revd Sally Bedborough. The service is in a different 
church in Shaftesbury each year and in 2017 is hosted by St Peter’s. All who have 
experienced loss are welcome to join us: to sing, pray and perhaps to light a candle in 
memory of those we have loved and who are no longer with us in the way they once 
were. Although our relationships and our griefs are unique, we come together to draw 
comfort and strength from knowing that others are going through a similar journey.

Volunteer opportunities: School Governance
Our links with our Church schools are a treasured part of our life as churches in this 
Team and school governors play an essential role in supporting their work. At the 
moment we have a number of governance opportunities for volunteers in the schools 
that make up the Southern Academy Trust. There is one vacancy for a Foundation 
Governor in each of Shaftesbury School (Secondary), Shaftesbury C of E VC Primary 
School, and Motcombe C of E VA Primary School. From Easter, there will also be a 
vacancy for a Foundation Director on the Board of the Southern Academy Trust. Each 
appointment is for two years, renewable. To find out more, see our website: http://stmin.
org.uk/volunteer-opportunities-school-governance/ or contact the Revd Helen Dawes 
(helen@stmin.org.uk)

Ash Wednesday
This year our Team Service for Ash Wednesday will be at St Mary’s, Motcombe, at 7pm 
on Wednesday 1st March.

http://stmin.org.uk/volunteer-opportunities-school-governance/
http://stmin.org.uk/volunteer-opportunities-school-governance/
mailto:helen@stmin.org.uk
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CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOX COLLECTION
will be made during the

 
9.30 am Service in St. Peters Church

on 5th February 2017

Please bring your full (!) box, and pick up your next year’s box.

If unable to come - please return to Keith Milburn
at 8 Paddock Close or phone 852929

Can You Help?

HMP Guy’s Marsh is a Category C Resettlement prison. Our aim is to improve the quality 
of visits for children and their families & to encourage play between fathers and their 
children. We need committed volunteers to support us.
Volunteers help us for a variety of reasons including gaining experience of working 
in a prison, increasing knowledge of supporting vulnerable children and making a 
difference in their community. 
Volunteers receive induction training which includes an overview of safeguarding, 
professional boundaries and introduces our organisation. There are opportunities for 
volunteers to attend coffee mornings and team days; this encourages team work and 
sharing of experiences. Volunteers help us by ensuring that the play area is a fun, safe 
and welcoming environment for those who often travel many hours to see their loved 
one. Due to the nature of the work there is a 2-3 month waiting time to start but we try 
to make this easier by providing training and a guided tour of the prison. Volunteers 
regularly feedback that although it takes time to get started in the role, seeing families 
come together is priceless and makes it worth the wait. 
For further information please contact Penny Woods 07734 300638
Penny.woods@barnardos.org.uk

  The Children of Israel

  The boy listened closely as the rabbi read the Bible.  ‘May I ask a question?’ he asked.    
  ‘Sure. Go ahead. Ask your question,’ replied the rabbi.  ‘Well, the Bible says that the   
  children of Israel crossed the Red Sea - the children of Israel built the temple - the 
  children of Israel did this and the children of Israel did that. Didn’t the grown-ups ever 
  do anything?’

mailto:Penny.woods@barnardos.org.uk
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Thank you from “Open House”

A very big thank you for the many generous gifts and donations made by members of 
churches in Shaftesbury. Consequently we were able to make and deliver 180 luxury 
food hampers to vulnerable families in Shaftesbury and provide a Christmas meal (on 
two evenings) for 140 people.
Heartfelt thanks also for the many volunteers from all our churches who helped serve 
at the Christmas meals or who volunteer at our Tuesday Open House Drop-in sessions.

Helen Croud; Alan Kirkham
On behalf of Open House 

Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is a debt relief charity, run with 
support of the local church. CAP offers a personal  1:1 debt counselling 
service in the privacy of your own home. The debt counselling is free and 
available to help with any level of debt, regardless of faith, gender, marital 
status. If you would like help please phone 0800 328 0006. If you would like 

more information please contact Hannah Gibbons 07786 152122 or drop in to Open 
Door at The Old Library Gillingham on Monday or Thursday 10am-12noon.

SHAFTESBURY CAR LINK
 
This scheme is looking for more volunteer drivers to join the team who provide 
transport to people who have medical or social appointments and are unable to access 
public transport.  If you have the use of a car and spare time please consider helping 
others in this rewarding way.  The cost of fuel is re-imbursed to the driver.  For details of 
how the scheme works ring the co-ordinator DEBBIE SIMMONS 01747 850439.    

SAVE OUR BEDS

Please fill in the Dorset Clinical Commissioning Group Questionnaire which must 
reach  the DCCG by Tuesday 28th February. This can also be done online at www.
dorsetvision.nhs.uk/feedback. Questionnaires can be found in our churches, 
from the hospital, doctor’s surgery or library and can be sent freepost. Page 2 is 
relevant to N. Dorset and pages 5 & 6 allow other comments. Please state  why 
you personally feel it important to keep our beds in Shaftesbury. This is what the 
commissioning body are interested in.

file:///D:/Users/Wendy/Desktop/Keyring/www.dorsetvision.nhs.uk/feedback 
file:///D:/Users/Wendy/Desktop/Keyring/www.dorsetvision.nhs.uk/feedback 
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St Peter’s
St Peter’s Director of Music and Organist
This post, vacant since December 2014, has now been advertised with a closing date of 
3 February. Interviews will take place in February and March.

Rachel Caldwell
Shaftesbury, and especially St Peter’s, lost a stalwart friend with Rachel’s passing late 
last year.  Here is an extract from John Parker’s tribute at her service of Thanksgiving.

For many of us here today, Rachel was a living legend;  a 
tireless worker in our community who was involved in so many 
projects and organisations.  She was, it seems, a sort of one-
woman network, working throughout the whole community; 
not for any personal gain but for the good of the town we love.

She was involved in so many organisations and charities that 
I will not even attempt to list them.  To mention just a few, 
starting here in this building, she was a long serving Secretary 
for the Friends of St Peter’s, the charity that helped to rescue 
this church from decay and collapse in the 1970’s.  If you 
wanted to use the church hall just down the hill, she was the 
person to contact.  For 22 years she was Branch Secretary for 
the British Legion.  All around the town she was a constant 
worker with the Civic Society, the Tree Group, long time 
President of Shaftesbury in Bloom and, whilst Chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce in the 1980’s, she helped set up 
the volunteers who decorate our High Street with lights and 
Christmas trees. (Come wind, rain or frost.)

Rachel was always friendly, optimistic and assertive without 
any hint of aggression.  One didn’t argue with Rachel - she 
was rarely wrong but you could always have a sensible debate 
with her on any disagreement.  She had an impressive ability 
to deal with administrative details but she was also a doer;  
she would make the phone calls, write the letters, chase up 
the accountants and get things done, even down to pulling 
up the weeds on the Royal Chase roundabout and planting 
snowdrops in Trinity churchyard.

Now she is gone, her legacy to us is in the many things she 
helped to create and, of course, the personal memories that we 
all have of her and the work that she did.
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Open House
 

The Open House people are in very great need of items for The Store House.  White 
Goods (fridges, fridge freezers, washing machines), beds of all kinds, tables, chairs, 
crockery, cutlery,  electric irons, wardrobes, chests of drawers, coffee tables and any 
similar items will all be very welcome. 
Should you have any suitable items please do contact Open House, either by phoning 
Deane Gardiner on 852605, or John Kitching on 852797.  An email to john.kitching87@
btinternet.com would also help.

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes 

If you are following the 10 month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in need, in February 
we will be concentrating on stationery items. In the boxes Elizabeth Selwood packs on 
behalf of members of the congregation, the following are put in every box: wax crayons 
for young children or colouring pencils for 4 years upwards, a small colouring book, a 
lined paper note pad, a plain paper note pad to use as a drawing pad, two pencils, 2 
biros, an eraser and pencil sharpener and a pencil case. Some boxes also get a short 
ruler. Do not include reading material, as the children will not be able to read it!

When you have made your purchase, pop it in your shoe box if you are intending to 
make up your own box, or bring it into St Peter’s and place it in the small swing bin in 
the tower area.

Age UK Hospital Transport

St Peter’s pastoral care committee has become aware that some people without their 
own transport find it difficult to get to hospital for appointments, or have non-driving 
spouses who want to visit their loved ones but find it difficult asking for help.  You 
should be aware that Age UK runs an excellent car transport service for those aged 
over 55 who need get to hospitals such as Salisbury or Yeovil. It is run by volunteers and 
costs 50 pence per mile. Their drivers then wait until you are ready to return.  It can be 
accessed by ringing Thelma Stagg on 01747 858218. If you need further information 
please contact Chris Wray on 851961 who drove for the service for a while

Helping Out
Never volunteer. The traditional words of advice to a young soldier; you will only get the 
dirty or dangerous jobs!  In the everyday world of work, volunteering is quite a good 
tactic to get yourself noticed, more relied on and, who knows, possible promotion and 
more pay.

mailto:john.kitching87@btinternet.com
mailto:john.kitching87@btinternet.com
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In our retirement or leisure time, volunteering may not be such a good idea. It means 
a commitment or a responsibility that we might not want or an obligation that might 
eat into our own precious time.  Fortunately, lots of people do volunteer and their 
volunteering is the bedrock of many community groups, charities and, of course, our 
churches.  Volunteers run our cubs and brownies, our sports clubs, bands, orchestras 
and choirs and will even take us to hospital when we are old and fragile.  A truly 
cradle to grave support.  However, it is often said that it is always the same people 
who volunteer, so why is it that many people do seem to shy away from taking on 
an honorary job?  Are they really too happy at home watching television all day, or 
frightened of getting committed, or worried about not being good enough?  Probably 
any of 
these things and they are very real concerns for many people.  Volunteering does 
take time and effort but only as much as you are prepared to give.  You won’t get paid 
double time on Sundays but neither will you lose your bonus if you take a week or so 
off, or even longer!

Working for nothing can be rewarding in its own special way, being a part of a 
community, doing a worthwhile job and often helping those less able than yourself.  
You may even learn new skills, make new friends, develop new interests and perhaps 
enhance your own confidence and sense of worth. Fortunately we are all different and 
have a varied range of God given skills. Some of us are good managers and organisers; 
others have equally important craft skills or are good in supporting roles.  Should we 
use these skills or hide them under a bushel and keep them like money under the 
mattress where they will just wither and waste away?  Far better, should we use them 
and invest them for the benefit of us all?

John Parker

From the Registers

Baptisms 
•	 27 November: Louisa Adams, Esme Forward

Funerals 
•	 28 November: Rachel Caldwell - Service of Thanksgiving

ANSWERS TO LOGO QUIZ
From the top, left to right;
The Boys’ Brigade, NFU Mutual Insurance, Premier Inns, Abbey National, 
Children in Need, Chanel, Nationwide Building Society, Qantas, Vauxhall 
Motors, Citröen, Direct Line, Worldwide Fund for Nature, British Heart 
Foundation, Microsoft Windows, Dominos Pizza, Louis Vuitton, Seat 
Automobiles, Lloyds Bank, Mitsubishi, Pizza Hut, Apple, NatWest Bank, 
Starbucks, Pringles.



13

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

Holistic and complementary Therapies
Private Tuition and Group classes, 

workshops and events
Yoga, Pilates, Tai chi, Qigong, 
Meditation and Mindfulness

Strengthen the body, calm the mind
Courses for all levels and abilities

Please contact Sally
07873 336662

mail@yogaindorset.com
www.thespaceshaftesbury.co.uk



14

 

SHAFTESBURY TOWN TWINNING

ASSOCIATION

Annual Exchanges with Brionne 
(France) and Lindlar (Germany).

Further informati on -

Clare Huxley, Associati on Chair

01747 855790 or

www.shaft esburytwinning.org.uk

Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk
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St John’s, Enmore Green
Friday 1 February    10.00am to 12 noon 
Our regular Coffee Morning in St. John’s Church Hall 
(top of Church Hill) 

Looking Back 
December began with another successful Advent Coffee morning with a special 
raffle.  During November, we had our Tree of Remembrance to give people 
an opportunity to remember loved ones both past and present.  At the coffee 
morning, Vicar Simon read out the names and gave a blessing to all those who 
had been remembered in this way. Donations amounted to £96 for the Macmillan 
Nurses.

Carol Singing.    
No rain again for our walk around Enmore Green. This year we had 3 enthusiastic  
collectors to support the singing group and we raised £180.00 for the Dorset and 
Somerset Air Ambulance.
 
Our Carol Service 
was well attended although numbers were down.  This could be because there 
were quite a few other Carol Services within the Team on the same day.   Many 
thanks to the St. John’s Occasional Singers with their conductor Brian Watts who 
led the singing as well as performing their own carols.  

Nine children with their parents/ grandparents attended Stories Round the 
Christmas Tree on 23rd Dec and enjoyed stories, craft, singing and fun, as well as 
tea.

Seventy five people attended the Team Communion in St John’s on 1st January. 
The collection was for the Pilsdon Community and raised £308.66,  including Gift 
Aid.

A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales. 
The teacher said it was physically impossible for a whale to swallow a human 
because even though it was a very large mammal its throat was very small. 
The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by a whale. 
Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a whale could not swallow a human; it was 
physically impossible. 
The little girl said, “When I get to heaven I will ask Jonah”. 

The teacher asked, “What if Jonah went to hell?” 

The little girl replied, “Then you ask him”.
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Parish
Communion

The Gathering
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh
 
St Thomas, East Orchard
A meeting was held on 30th November led by the Archdeacon Paul Taylor. It was 
good to see so many at the meeting which was an opportunity for the Parish 
to hear the outcome of the investigations and probable costs involved with any 
works to the church. Many questions were answered and the finer details fully 
explained.
It was agreed that we should support the Archdeacon in approaching the 
Patronage Board at the Diocese to seek a way forward to keep the church, 
although closed for services, in a safe state, with continued use of the churchyard.
A new architect will need to be appointed before we can evaluate St Thomas 
costs of works. 
The route for closure was fully explained. 
The meeting agreed that St Lukes West Orchard  and St Margarets would have 
equal status as Parish Churches. St Luke’s needs some work to the path to make 
it disabled friendly.  It was agreed that we would approach The Erskine Muton 
Fund for help with funding once the new architect had assessed the situation.
For a copy of the notes taken at the meeting please contact Rita (01258 472331)

Tea and Chat
We would like to thank Ron and Audrey Trim for hosting the January Tea and 
Chat. The next tea and chat will be held on 15th February at the home of Nick and 
Philippa Forrest from 2.30 to 3.30pm All welcome 

The Orchards  
Easter Bingo
We will be holding an Easter Bingo at Manston Hall on 4th April. Please could you 
let Annie or Rita have donations of prizes.

Parish Meeting Date to be confirmed. Look out for notices and a note in Key 
Ring
There is so much happening at the moment it would be good for all those who 
support our churches to meet up. With services for the Orchards only taking 
place at St Luke’s in the future, it would be good to update our rotas for flowers, 
cleaning and churchyard to include those who were on the St Thomas Rotas. 
Annie will ensure that St Thomas churchyard continues to be maintained as at 
present.
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS – 24 HOUR SERVICE – SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS – 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard. SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have 
enough room to put them up?

Rates - £35 per head per night B&B reduced to £30 for associates 
of locals and members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin bedded room, all en-suite.
Living room with a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV 

and have breakfast.
Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Fri, 10.00am to 1.00pm Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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St James’ Church

Jazz at St James
On November 18th, the Botterills - Mike, David and Kate - with singer Nick Spenser, gave 
an enjoyable concert which raised £200 for the Church & Community Fund.
     There was a selection of classic songs including ‘Georgia on My Mind’, ‘Begin the 
Beguine’ and French songs ‘Ménilmontant’ made popular by Charles Trenet in 1939 
and ‘Vous Qui Passez Sans Me Voir’, a hit for Jean Sablon. Kate Botterill Downs and Mike 
began their set with a new song ‘Feeling Sublime’ which Mike had arranged for guitar 
and flute, and included ‘The Girl from Ipanema’ and ‘Wave’. A wonderful solo of the 
Fleetwood Mac piece ‘Albatross’ was played by Mike.
     A ‘Moon’ theme included ‘Fly Me To the Moon’, ‘How High the Moon’ and ‘It’s Only a 
Paper Moon’ and all the musicians joined together to play ‘Sweet Georgia Brown’ as an 
encore.
     Our thanks to Viv Rudd for organising this very enjoyable evening.  

Christmas Fair Saturday 26th November  
The morning was blessed with fine weather and a steady flow of ‘punters’ who were 
waiting at the doors before 10am!  There was our usual delicious display of cakes and 
preserves to tempt even the most serious dieter; the other stalls all looked very festive 
with a variety of gifts, decorations, toys and games. The raffle offered an opportunity 
to win some desirable goodies, and the tombola stall was a sight to behold!  Richard 
Huband signed a number of his books and the aroma of bacon being cooked in 
the kitchen caused many a mouth to water in anticipation. Thanks to the efforts of 
everyone concerned, the event raised just over £2,100 - a record figure. Huge thanks to 
all who contributed, ran a stall, shopped and helped in any way.     
     
S.B.

Organ Recital Sunday 27th November
Over 40 people enjoyed a wonderful organ recital by Chris Mahon to mark the 
season of Remembrance and commencement of  Advent which opened with the 
ever popular Nimrod by Elgar.  Other works included in his repertoire were by lesser 
known composers such as George Thalben-Ball, Kenneth Leighton and the Dutch 
composer Flor Peeters.  A piece entitled ‘Humility’ by Malcolm Archer (variation on a 
theme of the carol “See Amid the Winters’ Snow”) was preceded by the reading of a 
poem ‘Humility & Submission’ by Isaac Watts based on Psalm 131.  Following the piece 
Wachet Auf by Johann Sebastian Bach, Philippa read a beautiful poem with the same 
title by Ann Lewin on the subject of Advent.  The programme concluded with a March 
on a theme of Handel by French composer Alexandre Guilmant which included the 
instantly recognised Messiah theme “Lift up your heads, oh ye gates”.     

Afternoon tea and companionship were enjoyed after the music and donations raised 
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the sum of £200 towards the “Church & Community Together” fund.  Our thanks to Chris 
for an enjoyable interlude for a Sunday afternoon – a real treat!

J.L.

Carols by Candlelight at St James’ raised £422 which has been donated to local 
charity ‘Open House’.

Abbey School
During November, the school swimming team won first prize at a gala held at St. Mary’s 
School and the Christmas Fair, organised by the P.T.F.A. raised £1,000 for school funds.
     The last few weeks of Autumn term were busy and exciting. The choir visited 
residential homes in the town to sing carols with the residents. These visits are greatly 
appreciated and have become a regular part of Christmas. Choir and instrumentalists 
also took part in a school concert.
     The church was full for the school Carol Service, where representatives of each Year 
gave readings. Families and friends joined in the carols.
     ‘Whoops-a-Daisy-Angel’, performed by Reception children, was enjoyed by all, 
especially by the cast who sang beautifully. ‘The Landlord’s Cat’, an unusual version 
of the Nativity, was acted with great skill by Years 1, 2 and 3 to a very enthusiastic 
audience.
School has now settled into Spring term.    
J.W.

Pilgrim Service 8th January  
The theme was ‘Fogbound’. Whilst in the fog all must proceed with care – almost just 
by touch and feel, because the eyes can play tricks, and sounds could come from 
anywhere. It is comforting to know that, somewhere above, the sun is shining and will 
burn this all away and the day will become bright and clear. 
     Our next Service is on Sunday February 12th at 6pm. Do come and enjoy this more 
informal type of worship with us.

Dates for your Diary 

Sunday 19th February at 3.00 pm at St James’ Church -
What Makes a Vicar?
This relaxed afternoon slot will hopefully help those of us in the pews understand that 
‘calling’ can come at any time, not always conveniently, and incline us to areas we hadn’t 
had on our ‘life-plan’ agenda.
     We’ll look at the considerations of training for a way of life of caring and duty 
toward others, whilst dealing with the domestic and emotional demands of rearing a 
family and supporting a partner.
      We welcome the chance to get to know each of our clergy in post better and feel it 
will help us as a Team. These talks will hopefully bring the rural church community into 
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our midst as well as being of interest to the immediate community.
     Pam, Helen and Simon will all be there, and Simon kicks off with our first talk on 19th 
February.
     Sunday March 12th at 3pm at St Mary’s Motcombe, with an opportunity to hear 
about Pam’s work in the Pilsdon Community – Rev’d Pam.
     Each session will be no more than three quarters of an hour followed by a 10-minute 
Q&A - followed by tea supplied by the hosting church.
     For further information please contact Philippa Forrest (St James’),
Tel 812365 or Email philippacf@gmail.com
     
Sat. 11th March at Shaftesbury Town Hall – St James’ Annual Sudan Sale  
This year sees the 10th of our sales in aid of our link diocese in Sudan. They started out 
as ‘recycling’ sales, the idea being that we could de-clutter and give our surplus ‘stuff’ 
to be sold. In this way everyone would benefit: we would have less cluttered houses 
and the people of South Sudan would have funds to provide much needed medical 
aid. Over the years we have raised over £20,000 and in the last couple of years we have 
added the word ‘Vintage’ to the sale title, reflecting increasing (and profitable) interest 
in decorative items from the 1960’s and 70’s.

We would like to make our 10th sale a bumper one so, if you have anything that we can 
sell then please get in touch. We are interested in almost anything, decorative items, 
china, glass, pictures, jewellery and vintage clothes but cannot take larger furniture. 
We also collect tools both manual and electric, old sewing machines and manual 
typewriters which are refurbished through Ringwood Tool Aid and sent to developing 
countries. If you are having to clear a relative’s house or are downsizing then let us 
know - we may we able to help. 

If you have anything for us, then please contact Julian Richards (Email julian@
archaemedia.co.uk or Tel 01747 851531). We can arrange to collect but please do not 
bring items to the Town Hall on the morning of the sale. It causes chaos!  

Thursday 16th March at 7.30pm – Bishop Nicholas will be giving a talk at St James’ 
Church on his book called The Art of Worship which describes pictures hanging in The 
National Gallery, London, which have a religious theme. More information to follow in 
next month’s Key Ring.

Sunday 23rd July – Bishop Nicholas will be joining us to celebrate the 150th Anniversary 
of St James’ Church. Watch this space!

Saturday 25th November 2017 - Christmas Fair at the Town Hall.

From the Registers
Baptisms
13th November 2016 - Orlah Ivy June Mortimer  and  Alexandra Motoasca-Moldovan. 

mailto:julian@archaemedia.co.uk
mailto:julian@archaemedia.co.uk
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27th November 2016 - Louie Edward Hiscock
29th January 2017 – Frankie Harrison Russell Gibbs & Zach Harrison Michael Dominey
Burial of Ashes -14th December, Terry Pitman  
Funeral - 17th January 2017, Reginald Alford

SHAFTESBURY & THE GREAT WAR
A Commemoration

Readings, music, poetry and images from the First World War

This occasion, held at a packed St James’ Church on November 12th, the Saturday of 
Remembrance weekend, brought together material which many local people had 
contributed to the Gold Hill Museum Project.
     It began with a reading of a letter from Arthur Day ‘somewhere in France’ to the then 
vicar of St James’, which brought alive the significance of Shaftesbury as home to Arthur 
and many others, and continued with other letters and memories from local people 
and from research into those whose names are recorded on local war memorials. These 
were interspersed with the reading of some of the well known poems of the First World 
War and the playing of music of that time.
     The audience participated by singing what the programme called ‘The Songs our 
Soldiers Sang’. Often these come across as a lighthearted escape from the horrors of 
the trenches, but in the context of this commemoration they provided an appropriate 
accompaniment to the personal memories, so we could imagine the soldiers singing 
‘Good-Bye-ee! Good-Bye-ee’ and Pack Up Your Troubles’ as they staggered to the 
trenches and possible death.
     One of the highlights was the presentation by Shaftesbury School students following 
their annual visit to Flanders, including some perceptive accounts of what life in the 
trenches might have been like. It is so good that in this way the First World War can 
remain vivid and significant for the younger generation.
     As a backdrop, photos were shown on a large screen of the relatives of local people 
involved in the war, both in the armed forces and on the home front. Thus, so far as was 
feasible, those four dramatic years were portrayed as present reality.
     The Commemoration concluded with the playing of the Last Post and Reveille, and 
we then gathered for tea together and to share memories we had received from our 
own parents and grandparents.
     A big thank you to all who contributed, and particularly to Claire Ryley and Ann 
Symons who put the occasion together and introduced the various items.  For many 
of us it was the most moving commemoration of the First World War we had ever 
experienced, and certainly a magnificent complement to the annual Remembrance Day 
service at the various War Memorials.      

John Fuller 
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in February
Sunday   5th February         8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 19th February  11.15 am Holy Communion with Hymns 
Wednesdays                   9.00 am Morning Prayer

Tea and Stories
On February 7th, we are starting something new.  Children and their parents and carers 
are invited to Drones Farm, Twyford for an informal session of craft, drama and Bible 
stories.  It will be most suitable for children up to the age of seven, but
older siblings are welcome.  Drinks and biscuits will be provided. It would be helpful 
to know roughly how many people to expect,so that we can make sure we have 
enough craft materials (and refreshments!) - but if you don’t manage to get in touch 
beforehand please turn up anyway.  There’s plenty of space for parking
in the farmyard, which is close to the house.
For more information, contact Gillian Cross (01747 811263 
gillian@gilliancross.co.uk) or Kelly Oakley (01747 812663).

Thank you
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Christmas celebrations.  The flowers 
were beautiful, it was a joy to hear the bells and we were very grateful to the organists 
who came to play for us. Scrumpy Jack the donkey made another starring appearance 
at the Crib Service, carrying Mary from the gate to the church door, with Joseph beside 
her, while everyone else followed, singing ‘Little Donkey’.  This retelling of the nativity 
story is completely unrehearsed and it was impressive to see young children playing 
their parts so well.

The Village Christmas Party followed the Carol Service, organised jointly by the church 
and the Social Club.  It was well patronised and obviously very much enjoyed.  Thank 
you to the Social Club for all they do to bring people together in the village.  We look 
forward to further enjoyable events in 2017. 

There’s a Thought!

1. Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; Wisdom is not putting it in a 
fruit salad.
2. Evening news is where they begin with ‘Good evening’ and then proceed 
to tell you why it isn’t.
3. To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is re-
search.

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in February:

5th February 9.30am  Parish Communion
12th February    No service in St Thomas’s
19th February 11.15am  Parish Communion
26th February 11.15am   Matins

Other dates: 3rd February 7pm PCC Meeting

Our church is open every day and everybody is welcome.  It is a wonderful place to go if 
you want peace and quiet, and to be able to reflect and enjoy the silence. There is a rota 
of volunteers who open and lock the church, so do make use of  it.

Christmas

Many thanks to all who helped decorate the church in the lead up to the busy 
Christmas period and making the church look so lovely for our Christmas services.  Also 
thanks should go to Ann Brooks and Valerie Warrington for organising the flower rota 
throughout the year.   
 
Thank you to everyone who came to our Christmas services.  The collections raised, 
combined with the Smartie pots, are in excess of £500.  This sum will be shared between 
our two selected charities, Médécins Sans Frontières (with which the British Charity 
Merlin has merged) and Dorset Historic Churches Trust.

ST THOMAS’S PRESERVATION SOCIETY
St Thomas’s Preservation Society held their annual Christmas coffee morning on 3rd 
December at Melbury Mill.  This was very kindly hosted by Juliet and Geoff Bichard.  
Everyone dug deep into their pockets and as a result the amount raised was a new 
record of £572.00.  Thanks to all those who helped by making delicious cakes, savouries, 
and Christmas themed delicacies, and to those who donated to the raffle. 
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J & T 
WINDOW CLEANING

Your local, traditional 
window cleaner.  

We are able to clean and clear 
out guttering

 We also undertake complete 
conservatory cleans

Please phone Jess and Tim
on 01747 590090/

07724 455128

5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday, and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Services in February

Sunday 05 Feb  11.15am  Holy Communion (BCP)

Sunday 12 Feb    9.30am  Parish Communion 

Sunday 19 Feb    8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
                                            9.30am  The Gathering

Sunday 26 Feb    9.30am  Parish Communion

Wednesday 01 Feb  7.00pm  Team Communion for Ash Wednesday

Sunday 05 Mar  11.15am  Holy Communion (BCP) 

The Gathering is a relaxed service that takes place occasionally on the third Sunday 
of the month.  Each time a different subject is chosen and explored through readings, 
prayers, hymns and discussion over coffee. Sometimes we end with a short, informal 
communion and the whole service usually takes about an hour. Recent subjects have 
been Forgiveness, Angels, and Creation. All are welcome.

The Christmas Table Decoration Workshop held just before Christmas was a great 
success and much enjoyed by all who came along. Another such event will be planned 
in a month or so. Details will be made available nearer the time. The raffle at the 
workshop made £20.00 for the School’s Pond Fund. Many thanks to Angie Underwood, 
Lynda Maynard and all who helped out.

Christmas collections
It was wonderful to welcome so many to our Christmas services. Many thanks to all who 
gave so generously into the open collections at these services. A grand total of £656.00 
was divided equally between Crisis and the North Dorset Women’s Refuge.

Quiz Night
A quiz night with fish and chip supper is being planned for the evening of Saturday 4th 
March in church. Please put this date in your diary and keep an eye open for the posters 
and on the pew sheet where there will be more information.

Church Organ
This has now been repaired. Part of the organ was dismantled and taken away to the 
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Isle of Wight where the organ restorer spent a week repairing the complete pedal 
board and the whole of the Bourdon wind chest. The whole organ was then regulated 
and tuned. At the time of writing we haven’t heard it played yet, but hopefully we’ll 
soon be able to enjoy the full glorious sound. Heartfelt thanks to all those who gave so 
generously and enabled this repair to go ahead.

LPA Report

As I write this Christmas and New Year have gone and we are looking forward to 
another year when we hope we will be able to grow in our faith and be there for 
anyone who is in need. 
We are having our AGM in St Peter’s Church on the 25th January when we hope to 
plan for the coming year. We will try to arrange for a Quiet Day which is something we 
always benefit from.
We all feel very blessed belong to our Team of Churches where all are welcomed and 
the Holy Spirit can be felt, healing prayed for and where love is present.
Someone gave me a prayer which you may already know but I will share with you as I 
find it a simple way to share with God on a day when perhaps we are feeling in need of 
encouragement:

Good morning God. You are ushering in another day untouched and freshly new so 
here I come God to ask you to renew me too. Forgive the many errors I made yesterday 
and let me try again Dear God to walk closer in thy way. But Father I am well aware that 
I cannot make it on my own so take my hand and hold it tight for I cannot walk alone.

Ann Dennis

A Word to the Wise
During the tour of duty of my predecessor as Editor there was a convention, agreed 
with the Clergy Consultant, that obituaries should be limited to 200 words.  We 
seem to have strayed from this guidance, with no doubt the best of intentions, but 
because of pressure on space and the fact that those people remembered will not 
necessarily be known to all our readers, I will be re-instating it.
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE MARCH ISSUE OF 

KEY RING IS
FRIDAY 10TH FEBRUARY

AT 5PM
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To advertise here contact the 
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@stmin.org.uk

In your time of need we are here to take 
care of all your funeral 

requirements

Call us 24 hours a day

Newbury
Gillingham

Dorset
SP8 4QL

Tel:  01747 822494

Newell
Sherborne

Dorset
DT9 4EZ

Tel:  01935 813479

Dignity Caring Funeral Services
Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

Memorial Consultants
Floristry Advice

Funeral Stationery

Part of Dignity plc.  A British Company



ehold
this child is set for the 

fall and resurrection of 

many in Israel; and for a 

sign which shall be 

contradicted; that the 

thoughts of many hearts-

may be revealed - and 

thine own soul a sword 

shall pierce.
LUKE 2:34


