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You will possess their land;

I will give it to you as an inheritance,

a land flowing with milk and honey
LEVITICUS 20:24
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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Helen & Pam have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

The Team Office will be closed on Thursday 6th July

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Graham Dunlop                    01747 228581
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

I really look forward to living through new experiences.  Suddenly, I am getting out 
of my everyday rut in which I normally exist and am going to do something quite 
different.  On Monday July 10th, I am boarding a coach and setting off on a four day 
pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. 

  So many things to which I can look forward!  I shall only know five people in a 
large group, which will offer great opportunities to meet and get to know new people.  
Beautiful countryside through which we will be driven – for once, someone else is 
doing the driving and I can look at the countryside properly – not in snatched glances.  
A new place in the East of England, a shrine town, like some I have visited in Europe but 
with the added advantage that most of the people there will speak English!

 My life is often a bit unpredictable, so I am writing this in the period quite soon 
after Easter, in case things go wrong at the beginning of June when it is due in. As I 
write, my mind is drawn to the disciples in this very difficult time when they are living 
through new experiences – however, theirs are not ones to which they are looking 
forward – all a bit too new, frightening and unexpected – really very uncomfortable!

 Their friend, leader and teacher has suffered a dreadful and ignominious death.  
The authorities are looking for them.  They feel shocked and rudderless, they are at a 
loss to know what to do.  Unlike me, the sight of a stranger fills them with terror, not 
delight at the chance to meet someone new.  They have been told that they must travel 
to new places to spread the word about Jesus and the amazing happenings of the last 
few days – not a thing to be anticipated with pleasure.  These were simple folk who had 
probably never been further than they could walk in three days.
 Jesus had tried so hard to raise their spirits by telling them that the Comforter 
was coming to help them and that he was, “Another the same”.  Well, anyone who 
has had to write a Trinity Sunday sermon can tell you how tricky that is!  We can only 
imagine how hard the disciples must have found it to even begin to understand 
what they were being told.  As a child, I remember saying to my father when trying to 
describe something, “Well, it’s the same – only different”!  I knew just what I meant but I 
wonder if my father did and perhaps the disciples were in the same situation.
 When I was a child I met people in Sherborne, who had certainly never been 
to London, some who had never even been to Salisbury!  It is easy to imagine their 
thoughts on travel to other countries.  All we know, is that the disciples did it.  They 
found the faith, the strength and the courage to begin the task which Jesus had left 
with them.  They allowed the Holy Spirit to take over their lives and to guide them on 
their way.  That in itself took courage, for Confucius told us that every journey starts 
with the first step, what he didn’t say, was how hard that first step could be.

Jo Johnson
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LPA News

On the 24th May we had a Quiet Day led by Patrick at Sara Jacson’s in Melbury Abbas. 
We were very fortunate with the weather and had a lovely day - we had teaching and 
discussion inside - led by Patrick - and at lunch time we were able to wander freely 
round the grounds enjoying the quiet beauty of it all. Sara gave us refreshments  at the 
end which we enjoyed.
As I write this we are preparing for our Service on Sunday - this is our St. Peter’s Healing 
Ministry Service which we hold twice a Year - it is a Service where everyone is welcome 
to come up for prayers for healing or a blessing or if they do not feel this is what they 
need at this time they can pray quietly where they are.  Sally Bedborough  - Chaplain of 
Weldmar Hospice Care will be preaching,  to which we are looking forward. 
As we are now in summer (so I am told - there is a gale blowing outside and it’s pouring 
with rain)  we now looking forward to the holidays and ask that they are blessed for 
each and every one of us,.
Ann D

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2017
This comes with grateful thanks to everyone who responded to this year’s appeal – 
whether organising and recruiting volunteers, delivering and collecting envelopes (not 
everyone’s favourite job but so very worthwhile and important), and, of course, all the 
generous donors who never fail to respond.  The Shaftesbury Area contributions to the 
work of CA this year amounted to almost £3,200 and the Gift Aid we are able to claim 
will push the total up to approximately £3,500.  A truly wonderful figure and just to 
give you an example of how your donations are used, I can tell you that in 2015/16 that 
for every £1 given, 85p was spent on direct charitable expenditure. A pie chart on the 
reverse of the collectors guide showed that 45p was spent on long term development, 
29p on emergencies and disasters, 11p on campaigning, advocacy and education, and 
15p on fundraising. For 60 years people like you have made the vital work of Christian 
Aid possible.  Thank you so much. 
SB

Team Retreat – Book now 
The Cry of the Heart - Shaftesbury Team Retreat 2017  

22nd-24th September at Abbey House, Glastonbury

A quick reminder that now is the time to book for this year’s Team Retreat at Abbey 
House, Glastonbury.  There is a booking form in this issue of Key Ring, or one can be 
downloaded from the team website.  If you need more information about the retreat, 
please contact Gillian Cross (811263 or gillian@gilliancross.co.uk)

For booking form please see Page 29

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

Holistic and complementary Therapies
Private Tuition and Group classes, 

workshops and events
Yoga, Pilates, Tai chi, Qigong, 
Meditation and Mindfulness

Strengthen the body, calm the mind
Courses for all levels and abilities

Please contact Sally
07873 336662

mail@yogaindorset.com
www.thespaceshaftesbury.co.uk
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St Peter’s

40 years on and the work continues.

Friday 30th September 1977 was a rather special day for the 500 or so year old church 
of St Peter. It was finally re-dedicated as the parish church after years of neglect and 
dereliction while the much younger Holy Trinity church (rebuilt in 1842) had been the 
centre for worship.  On July 2nd this year, the Bishop of Sherborne will join us to mark 
this 40th anniversary, during the Flower Festival weekend.

The state of the old church in the 1960’s is hard to imagine today, but even about 100 
years ago it was slowly weathering and rotting away as an unheated building that was 
only used for a few special occasions each year. During the Second World War it was 
sufficiently patched up with corrugated iron to be used as a government flour store: a 
happy time for the church mice but hardly fitting for a sacred building.

Fortunately the building was never entirely abandoned and the PCC did manage to 
get some grants for vital repairs, always after a struggle and a burdensome workload. 
Eventually the task was too much and the church was formally declared redundant in 
1971. 

Meanwhile the Friends of St Peter’s had been formed in 1963 and the 200 or so 
members, from all parts of the community, had continued to campaign for the 
restoration of the building.  However, with Holy Trinity as the parish church, there was 
no clear idea of how St Peter’s could be used. A museum, a concert or exhibition hall 
were among the suggestions that were floated, while the Diocese pressed for a final 
decision or solution.  Then the options began to become clearer as Holy Trinity was 
in need of major repairs and in a storm in early 1976 a large piece of stone guttering 
fell off and went through the north chancel roof like a spear, followed by a torrential 
rainfall.  Estimates suggested that Holy Trinity would need over £45,000 in urgent 
repairs, whilst St. Peter’s needed just a further £12,000 (around £350,000 against 
£90,000 in present day values.) So the PCC, with help from The Friends, petitioned the 
Diocese who then started the formal procedure to make the redundant St Peter’s the 
official parish church. This was possibly one the first times that a redundant church had 
been restored as a fully functioning church but the legal process obviously took some 
time because it was not until 13th October 1980 that the Queen, as head of the Church 
of England, formally approved that Holy Trinity was to be declared redundant and could 
be sold for use as a Scouts HQ and, uniquely at the time, St Peters was to be reinstated 
as the parish church.

The diocesan decision in 1976 gave a great impetus to The Friends who had been 
reconstituted in 1973. They immediately started a massive fund-raising effort and were 
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able to collect enough to have the building sufficiently restored as the parish church in 
1977, with the added help of a troop of volunteer “unskilled labourers”.

The Friends did not stop there and have continued ever since, as a registered charity, 
gradually to enhance the building as a community asset as well as a place of worship.  
The improvements, often minor, have included upgrading of the downstairs kitchen 
and toilet, buying the grand piano and installing a complete new lighting and sound 
system.

Fund-raising has often relied on the traditional jumble sales, fetes and concerts but, 
more recently, we have benefited from legacies and funeral donations in memory of 
past parishioners.  These gifts are a wonderful way to recognise the significance of 
the building in people’s lives.  As a registered charity, The Friends are able to receive 
donations tax free, either as a lifetime gift, free of income tax, or as legacies, free of 
inheritance tax.

Next time you review your will: think about a donation to the Friends of St Peter’s as a 
way of helping to conserve the wonderful old building for generations to come and aid 
the many more things that can be done to improve the heating, furnishings and layout.  
You can, of course, always make a lifetime gift now;  there are forms at the back of the 
church.

John Parker   Hon. Treasurer   The Friends of St Peter’s

Operation Christmas Child

If you are following the 10-month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in need, we have two 
months to consider over the summer:  for July we will be concentrating on Toys. There 
is a wide range to choose from, but whatever you buy needs to be small enough not to 
take up too much room. If necessary it can be removed from its packaging. Please avoid 
anything to do with war and anything sharp. We are also asked not to include liquids or 
lotions so bubbles are not allowed. A soft toy is a possibility for younger children, but 
NOT a hand-made stuffed toy, model vehicles, a kinetic or clockwork toy, a doll or a tea 
set, or a set of model animals are all suitable. For older girls hair accessories may be a 
good choice. Knitters may like to make a pretty bag for a girl. Moving on to August, it’s 
Toiletries. In the boxes packed on behalf of members of the congregation the following 
items are all included for each child: toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, flannel, brush or 
comb. We are asked not to include liquids, lotions, medicines or fragile items.
When you have made your purchase, pop it in your shoe box, if you are intending to 
make up your own box, or bring it into St Peter’s and place it in the small swing bin in 
the tower area.
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Christian Aid week

During Christian Aid week, eleven members of St Peter’s congregation delivered 
envelopes, then collecting them several days later. The total raised for the work of 
Christian Aid, including Gift Aid tax recoverable was £948.00

News from the Bell Tower

Saturday 15th July is the date of the Very Reverend June Osborne’s installation as 
Bishop of Llandaff. To mark the occasion it is planned to ring a quarter peal lasting 
about 45 minutes at St Peter’s.  She is a Vice-Patron of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of 
Ringers

From the Registers

Marriage
20 May:  Christophe Rios to Belinda Jones

Welcome after Baptism
4 June: Thomas Stephen Foster, Harry John Foster

Summer diary (at press time: check updates in pew sheets, website or at office) 

Fri Jun 30 –Sun Jul 2        Flower Festival
Sat 1st July           7.30pm         Concert - The Armed Man 
Sun 2nd July         3.00pm        St Peter’s Re-dedication 40th Anniversary: 
       Service with the Bishop of Sherborne
Sat 8th July          8 .30am         Men’s Breakfast           
Mon 10th July     7.30pm         St Peter’s PCC meeting
Sat 15th July      10.30am         Doughnut Time
             Time tbc         Bells in honour of installation of Bishop of Landaff
Sun 23rd July      3.00pm         Baptism Service (Evie & Lola Lines)
Tue 25th July       7.30pm        Sing and praise
Sat 29th July        9.00am         Ministry Team Prayers and meeting at St Peters
Sat 5th Aug        Time tbc        Jazz Concert – Nick Kendall Carpenter
Sat 12th Aug        8.30am        Men’s Breakfast           
Sat 19th Aug      10.30am        Doughnut Time
Tue 22nd Aug      7.30pm        Sing and praise
Wed 23rd Aug     4.00pm        Visiting bell ringers
Sun 27th Aug      3.00pm        Baptism Service
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

Services in July

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday, and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Sunday 02 July      St Thomas       11.15am      Holy Communion (BCP)

Sunday 09 July      Trinity 4 9.30am     Parish Communion 

Monday 10 July   9.00am     Robins Class Assembly in Church

Wednesday 12 July  9.00am     Skylarks Class Assembly in Church

Thursday 13 July                   2.30pm      Service for School Helpers in Church

Sunday 16 July      Trinity 5  8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP)
                     9.30am     Family Service 

   with Baptism of Daisy Dray

Wednesday 19 July                 11.00am     Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange

Sunday 23 July       St James            9.30am     Parish Communion 

Sun 30 July                  Trinity 7           10.00am     Team Communion at Margaret Marsh

Motcombe School news

Summer term is a lovely time at Motcombe Primary School. Our rural location allows us 
to enjoy ‘Fit Fridays’ to the full every single week. This involves children wearing sports 
kit to school every Friday and taking part in outdoor activities throughout the day, 
using our fantastic school field. These activities include an outdoor dance class before 
school (in which parents, grandparents and other family members often take part too), 
netball club, running sessions, football workshops with visiting coaches and training 
sessions for competitive matches such as cricket, as well as practising skills that we will 
use in our upcoming sports day!

Samba drumming club is also in full swing this term, bringing carnival music to the 
school and allowing children to explore a wide range of instruments and rhythmic 
techniques.

In lessons, children have continued to work hard with many year groups tackling the 
statutory tests set by the government with positivity and enthusiasm! We are incredibly 
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proud of our children’s work ethic and how they strive to be the best that they can be.

Summer is a time for many exciting visits and excursions out of school. Ducklings class 
(Reception) have been to Corfe Castle this term to spend a day linked to their learning 
about knights and castles. Owls class (Year 6) are about to spend a week in Weymouth 
where they will learn to climb, abseil, sail and kayak! Other imminent visits include a 
high ropes day in Bournemouth for Year 5, an overnight stay at Springhead for year 4 
and many, many more!

We look forward to sharing our learning with parents during class assemblies in the 
church later this term and we also look forward to our school talent show which is 
being organised by the PTA.
To keep up to date with what we have been up to in school, please visit our website 
(www.motcombe.dorset.sch.uk). 

LET IT WALK 

 
Down in the southern states of America, there are many churches known as “answer 
back” churches. When the preacher says something, the congregation naturally replies.  
 
One Sunday, a preacher was speaking on what it would take for the church to become 
better. He said “If this church is to become better, it must take up its bed, and walk.” The 
congregation said “Let it walk, Preacher, let it walk.”  
 
Encouraged by their response, he went further. “If this church is going to become better, 
it will have to throw aside its hindrances and run!” The congregation replied, “Let it run, 
preacher, let it run!”  
 
Now really into his message, he spoke more strongly. “If this church really wants to 
become great, it will have to take up its wings and fly!” “Let it fly, Preacher, let it fly!” the 
congregation shouts.  
 
The Preacher gets louder. “If this church is going to fly, it will cost money!”  
 
The congregation replied. “Let it walk, Preacher, let it walk.”

http://www.motcombe.dorset.sch.uk
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01747 229249         07415 890038



WASHING MACHINE 
REPAIRS

                                                                                                                                                     
Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO 
ALL TYPES OF WASHING 

MACHINES AND TWIN TUBS
OAP DISCOUNTS 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
SET LABOUR FEE

NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER 
ELECTRICS 
0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard. SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have 
enough room to put them up?

Rates - £35 per head per night B&B reduced to £30 for associates 
of locals and members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin bedded room, all en-suite.
Living room with a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV 

and have breakfast.
Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

OLD BOOKS
BOUGHT

 
Should you have old books surplus 

to your needs we are very happy 
to call, entirely without obligation,

and, if suitable, make an offer. 
We also wish to purchase old 

albums of postcards and 
photographs. Also handwritten 
items, e.g. old letters, diaries, 

autographs etc.
We have been buying in Dorset for 

50 years.
Bristow & Garland 01747 855666
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St Mary’s, Compton Abbas

Services in July
Sunday   2nd July    8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 16th July                11.15 am Holy Communion with hymns 
Wednesdays   9.00 am Morning Prayer

Thank You Party
On Saturday 13th May, we held a ‘Thank You’ party for all the people in the village who 
help St Mary’s, in many different ways.  Without their assistance, we could not keep 
the church open, our bells would not be rung and there would often be no flowers 
decorating the church.  In these, and many other ways, people contribute to the life of 
our church and we are very grateful to them all.
Sadly, quite a few of those invited weren’t able to come, but those of us who were there 
enjoyed a friendly and sociable evening.  Thank you to all those church members who 
brought contributions to the delicious meal.  And a very big thank you to all our helpful 
guests for all they do for St Mary’s throughout the year.   

Rogation Service
Once again, the weather was kind to us at Rogation and we were able to hold our 
Rogation Service outside, at The Old Forge, Twyford.  As a church in a rural parish, we 
are very aware of the pressures facing farmers and the way the weather affects them.  
It was good to look out over fields as we joined together to pray for a peaceful and 
prosperous year for the farming community. 
We are grateful to Sue Ryan for hosting the service in her orchard once again and to 
Sam Skey and Noel Lavery, who came and played for us.  

Tea and Stories
At our second ‘Tea and Stories’ session at Drones Farm on 6th June, the children made 
pigs out of junk materials and decorated paper plates with pictures of party food.  
These were then used, with the help of a paper puppet, in a retelling of the story of the 
Prodigal Son - whose feast at the end (courtesy of the decorated plates) ranged from 
pink strawberry chocolate to fruit kebabs and lumps of cheese.   Many thanks to Kelly 
Oakley, for hosting the session and for providing refreshments for everyone.  
Next term’s ‘Tea and Stories’ will be looking towards Christmas, with more opportunities 
for craft and a chance to hear another story.  All primary age children – and their 
parents and carers – are very welcome to come and take part.  Watch out for the date 
in further issues of the Key Ring.  There will be details on the village website and on 
the notice boards.  For more information, contact Kelly Oakley (812663) or Gillian Cross 
(811263 or gillian@gilliancross.co.uk)

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Tea and Chat
The July Tea and Chat will be held at Gore Farm, home of Philip and Dorothy 
Trowbridge  on Wednesday 19th July at 2.30pm. Everyone welcome.

SERVICES

Rogation service at Lower Breach Farm, West Orchard, home of Les and Thelma Gould 
was very well attended. With extra input from the lowing cattle and two pheasants. 
Thank you Les and Thelma for hosting this special annual service.

Fundraising

The Golf Day Wednesday 9th August.  To play £10. To Sponsor a hole £30+. 2 course 
evening meal £8.00. Play as usual will be at Port Regis School with a Presentation and 
meal at Duncliffe Hall Farm the home of Martin and Elspeth Scott from 7.30pm. There 
will also be a Raffle.
To Play or Sponsor a Hole or donate prizes please contact John Stranger or Alan 
Roberts.
To offer help with the evening meal either by making a dish or helping on the evening 
or to offer a raffle prize please contact Rita Stranger or any other PCC member.

Quiz night with Fish and Chip Supper has been arranged for Friday 6th October to 
be held at Manston Village hall £10 a head. Maximum of 6 to a Team. Tickets will be on 
sale from September. Apply for tickets to Rita Stranger 01258 472331.

Services

Barn Service 30th July at  11.15am at Marsh Farm by kind permission of Ron and 
Audrey Trim. Help setting up would be much appreciated.

Rural Mission Service Sunday 16th July at 11.15am at East Orchard churchyard 
(Margaret Marsh church if wet). All are welcome to this special service to celebrate 
being part of our rural community. Refreshments to share after the service.

Historic churches bike ride Sunday 10th September
Look out for Posters. Entry forms available from Nancy Roberts and Rita Stranger.
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J & T 
WINDOW CLEANING

Your local, traditional 
window cleaner.  

We are able to clean and clear 
out guttering

 We also undertake complete 
conservatory cleans

Please phone Jess and Tim
on 01747 590090/

07724 455128

5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S
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SHAFTESBURY TOWN TWINNING

ASSOCIATION

Annual Exchanges with Brionne 
(France) and Lindlar (Germany).

Further informati on -

Clare Huxley, Associati on Chair

01747 855790 or

www.shaft esburytwinning.org.uk

Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk
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St James’ Church

Concert at St James, Shaftesbury, by St Mary’s School, Shaftesbury, Chamber Choir 
on Friday 12th May

The concert by girls from St Mary’s Catholic School started with a Bach organ prelude, 
played by Eleanor Lawson. The choral items began with sacred works, ranging from 
Mozart’s Ave Verum Corpus, and Caccini’s Ave Maria (arranged Tambling), to For the 
Beauty of the Earth and the Lord Bless You and Keep You, by John Rutter. Some lovely 
solos of arias and songs by Bach and Bernstein followed. The choir then showed its 
versatility in switching to a lighter mood in numbers by Lloyd-Webber, Eric Clapton and 
finally a catchy song by Duke Ellington, “It don’t mean a thing if it ain’t got that swing”. 
This was a delightful hour of spiritual and secular music, beautifully performed by a 
talented group of carefully trained youngsters. The girls’ enjoyment in making music 
and their close rapport with their charismatic conductor, Derek Harris, Director of Music, 
were obvious and in keeping with the strong musical tradition at the school.
 A retiring collection realised £160 towards the Re-ordering of St James’ church.   
             
Murray Walker

A Sprig of Thyme 

What a bold and beautiful final tribute to Charles Hetherington’s final concert as 
choirmaster with the Gillingham Singers, after 10 years:  the repertoire performed at St. 
James’ Church on Wed. 23rd May was a sensitive, evocative rendering of John Rutter’s 
choral cycle, A Sprig of Thyme, and A Little Night Music. 
Eleven folk songs in Rutter’s delicate settings were offered in the first half of the 
performance, with a balance of choral voices, interspersed with solos from Emma 
Hetherington on violin (an Irish jig medley fit for any Irish folk festival!) and songs with 
guitar accompaniment. 
The mood changed in the second half, with David Grierson continuing to accompany 
A Little Night Music with his customary accomplishment, carrying the change of mood. 
This time we heard the poignant strains of Gustav Holst, Elgar, and a variety of others, 
taking us to a tender finale of ‘All Through the Night’.  Emma continued to enchant with 
a more classical style on her violin, and a haunting contemporary piece. 
Altogether it was a masterly farewell to Charles, and gave a measure of how far he has 
brought the choir on in the years he has worked with them.                      
Mary Ridgewell
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Abbey School

On Friday May 26th the school said a sad ‘goodbye’ to Mr Meacham who has retired after 
a long, happy and successful headship. He and his wife joined with the school to watch 
Year 2 assembly when he was presented with a large photograph of pupils and an even 
larger plant. Staff, children, parents and friends then met in St James’ church, where a 
delicious tea had been prepared by PTFA members, with a beautiful ‘good wishes’ cake. 
Further presentations were made, with David Preston, who was Chair of Governors 
during Mr Meacham’s headship, and Mr Meacham himself reminiscing about past times. 
We wish Mr Meacham a happy retirement and hope that he will fulfil his ambition to 
take a motorcycle trip along the west coast of America.
A Year 1 teacher, who will be in post in September, has been appointed to replace Miss 
Kiddle and another teaching post has been advertised in preparation for Mrs Sandy’s 
retirement.
Jan Wilson

Pilgrim Service

Our Pilgrim Service on Sunday 11th June had the theme ‘Spread the Word’ – the Pilgrim 
moves beyond the paddock of his usual frame of reference and is open to a wider 
horizon. 
If you would like a change from the more traditional service, you might find that this 
quenches a thirst!  The language speaks to us at whatever stage we are in our own 
journey, and is interspersed with songs from the Celtic tradition. We share friendship 
and refreshments afterwards. 
Our next Pilgrim Service is on Sunday 8th July at 6.0pm and we are delighted that this 
will be led by Jeremy and Sarah Mais.. Do join us – you will be very welcome! 

From the Registers
Baptisms
Saturday 17th June – Spencer Thomas Hollman
Sunday 25th June – Millie Lottie Drewitt
Marriage
Saturday 17th June - Peter Thompson and Anna Taylor
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IMPORTANT DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!                                                                        

Weekend of Celebration for the 150-year Anniversary of the Dedication of St 
James’ Church on 24th August 1867

Saturday 22nd July at 7.30pm.  Concert by the Royal Court Players, followed by 
refreshments. Entry by ticket. 

Sunday 23rd July at 10am.  Joint Patronal/Dedication service with Bishop Nicholas. 
Followed by freshly ground coffee, a glass of sherry and celebration cake.  3pm 
Shaftesbury Community Choir will be performing in church, one hour with tea to follow. 

There will be themed floral displays in the church, also artwork, and any relevant 
information appertaining to the Dedication from archive material.  It promises to be a 
fantastic weekend!

St John’s, Enmore Green

Wednesday 5 July
Coffee morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12 noon
All welcome

Wednesday 2nd August 
Coffee morning in the Church Hall
10.0am to 12 noon
All Welcome 

SOMETIMES I MISS THE OLD TESTAMENT DAYS WHEN YOU COULD JUST SMITE 
THEM FOR THAT KIND OF BEHAVIOUR
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas      
SUMMER SERVICES IN ST THOMAS’S CHURCH, MELBURY ABBAS 

2nd July  9.30am                  Parish Communion 

9th July                  No service in St Thomas’s 

16th July 11.15am                Parish Communion 

23rd July  11.15am                 Matins 

30th July 10am                  Barn Service in the Orchards 

                                                                  
 Team Communion followed by Bring and Share lunch 

6th August 9.30am   Parish Communion 

13th August No service in St Thomas’s 

20th August 11.15am                 Parish Communion 

27th August 11.15am                Matins 

ST THOMAS’S NEEDS YOU! 

St Thomas’s needs you!  At this year’s annual meeting at the end of April, three of the 
eight Parochial Church Council members stood down or gave notice of standing down.  
Amongst others, we have lost our Hon. Secretary and will lose, at the end of the year, 
our Treasurer.  If the church is to continue to serve the community along current lines, 
we will need to replace these volunteers in the next few months.  If you feel that you 
can serve the community in this way and would like to find out what is involved, please 
contact either the Team Vicar [the Reverend Dr Simon Chambers - 852193] or our 
Churchwarden [Jon Dakin - 855976]. 

The Rogation Service on 21st May was combined with the launch of the Stewardship 
campaign and was held in Nigel and Hannah Kay’s beautiful barn.  The Reverend Simon 
Chambers outlined St. Thomas’s financial shortfall.  Expenses exceed income by roughly 
17 per cent.  A stewardship pack was distributed to all present and to those on the 
Electoral Roll.  Charts laid out the financial situation in clear form.  Everyone is asked 
to consider their giving, complete the enclosed form, and return it to the stewardship 
officer, Alan Kirkham.
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OTHER DATES FOR THE DIARY 

9th September 10am – 6pm Dorset Historic Churches Trust “Ride and Stride” 

1st October 9.30am Harvest Festival 

27th October Flower Arranging Demonstration in Village Hall

12th November 10.50am Remembrance Service 

St Thomas’s Church Preservation Society
Flower arranging demonstration with Sue Minshaw

7.30pm on Friday 27th October 
in Melbury Abbas Village Hall.

Wine and nibbles
Auction of the flower arrangements.

Wedding
Jack James from Melbury Abbas married Alexandria Egan on May 20th.

Brainteaser
Can anybody identify the mystery graffiti artist, and tell us where this was found in the 
church, and to what it relates?
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Fri, 10.00am to 1.00pm Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

Situated in Shaftesbury our homes have been providing the highest
quality care for 28 years.  We warmly welcome residents at all levels of

dependency and our dedicated team provide for detailed individual needs.

If you would like to visit us, please call on

01747 854699 (Castle Hill) 01747 852860 (Cedars)

Email:  admin@cedarscastlehill.co.uk
   Web:  www.cedarscastlehill.co.uk
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The Shaftesbury Team Autumn Retreat 
22nd – 24th September 2017

The Cry of the Heart:  
praying and praising with the psalms

The retreat will be led by Revd Canon Jane Charman, Diocesan Director of Ministry.  It 
will run from 6pm on Friday 22nd September to after tea on Sunday 24th September 
2016 at Glastonbury Abbey House, Chilkwell Street, Glastonbury, BA6 8DH

The total price for the weekend is £144 per person.  Please pay either the full amount 
or a deposit of £30 per person when you send the booking form.  The last date for 
booking places is Tuesday 29th August 2017 and the full amount needs to be paid by 
the end of August 2017.
 
Cheques should be made out to:  Shaftesbury Team Ministry.
Please return the form below to: 
Gillian Cross, Wayside, Twyford, Shaftesbury, SP7 0JG
Tel: 01747 811263         Email: gillian@gilliancross.co.uk

Name………………………………………………,…..………………….

Address…………………………………………….....................................

....................................................................................Postcode……………

Telephone: ………………..  Email :……...……………………………….

Special dietary requirements………………………………………………

Do you have difficulty with stairs?..........………………………………….

Deposit……………………..Full payment………………………

Please return this form, with your cheque, to:
Gillian Cross, Wayside, Twyford, Shaftesbury, Dorset, SP7 0JG
(Telephone: 01747 811263     email:  gillian@gilliancross.co.uk  )
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St Peter’s, Shaftesbury 
Flower  Festival 

30th June - 2nd July
celebrating

40
years since 

St Peter’s Re-Hallowing

“ ABANDONED - then - RE-BORN “ 
Arrangements Depicting

“THE LIFE OF ST PETER’S”

Opening Times
Fri    30th June            10am to 4pm
Sat     1st July            10am to 4pm
Sun   2nd July         11.30am to 2pm
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NO KEY RING WILL BE 
ISSUED IN AUGUST

COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE IS 

FRIDAY 11TH AUGUST
AT 5PM

To advertise here contact the 
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@Sha� esbury 

CofE.org.uk

In your time of need we are here to take 
care of all your funeral 

requirements

Call us 24 hours a day

Newbury
Gillingham

Dorset
SP8 4QL

Tel:  01747 822494

Newell
Sherborne

Dorset
DT9 4EZ

Tel:  01935 813479

Dignity Caring Funeral Services
Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

Memorial Consultants
Floristry Advice

Funeral Stationery

Part of Dignity plc.  A British Company




