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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Helen & Pam have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

The Team Office will be closed from 18th  to 22nd September  inc.

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Graham Dunlop                    01747 228581
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article
September, often more than January, is a month for new beginnings. Children start 
school or move to a new class, many young adults begin studying for a degree or other 
qualification at college or university, possibly with a particular career in mind. This often 
means leaving home – perhaps the beginning of an independent adult life. The sense 
of September as a month for new beginnings remains ingrained in many of us for the 
rest of our lives. Clearly this is the case for all those involved in education, whether the 
children, and we naturally think of the teachers, parents and governors of the schools 
across the Shaftesbury team; or with adults, as I was in my many years preparing men 
and women for Ordination. However, I believe it applies across a much wider spectrum. 
The long days of summer with their invitation to be outside in the garden or the 
countryside give way to darker evenings when we seek to find something creative to do 
indoors, and of course we all know friends or members of our family who are necessarily 
making new beginnings. So what new beginnings are we going to make this year?
The Christian faith is explicitly committed to newness. We affirm that in Christ there is a 
new creation. In our prayers of penitence, we each as individuals ask God to forgive us 
all that is past and to serve him in newness of life. Then on a much broader plain, Jesus 
tells us that when the Holy Spirit comes he will lead us into all truth – clearly implying 
that we do not yet possess the whole truth, we are on a journey of discovery. So, both 
as individuals and as a church community, we need to ask ourselves what direction our 
journey might take at this moment in time, and whether there is any new venture we 
could engage in. 
It is in response to this vital and ongoing question that this autumn the Shaftesbury 
team is offering what is appropriately entitled ‘Pilgrim – a course for the Christian 
Journey’. The course has been put together by a group of leading thinkers in the 
Church of England and has been commended to local churches by the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York. The write “The Pilgrim course is a journey to the heart of God and to 
a living personal relationship with Jesus Christ within the household of his Church.” The 
editor describes it in these terms “Pilgrim is an innovative and inspiring programme….
It approaches the great issues of faith not through persuasion, but by participation in 
a pattern of contemplation and discussion in the company of a small group of fellow 
travellers.” It comes in two stages. The first is for enquirers and new Christians. The second 
is for those already members of the church who wish to explore their faith more deeply. 
Naturally those who have completed the first stage will hopefully move onto the second 
stage. Jeremy Mais will be leading the first stage and I will be leading the second stage. 
Full details follow and leaflets about the course will be available at the back of each of 
the churches. 
Clearly this course is not for everyone. Other exciting and imaginative initiatives are 
being offered in churches across the team. Our hope however is that whether you 
engage in this course or are led to some other new venture, your faith will be deepened 
and you will proceed further on your journey of Christian discipleship during this 
autumn. 
        John Fuller
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An invitation
As outlined in John Fuller’s letter (see previous page), the ‘FOLLOWER’ course is 
ideal for enquirers and any who would like to explore the heart of the Christian faith.   
Informal sessions will run over 6 weeks and provide opportunities for questions and 
group discussion.  
The course will run from Thursday 12th October beginning at 7.30pm and we will 
meet in St Peter’s Church Hall (at the top of Gold Hill).   

To be a pilgrim is to set out on a journey of discovery, an adventure like no other..!  
Will you join us?

If you would like to take part or would like further information, please contact  01747 
858931                                                                                              

              
Rev’d Jeremy Mais

GROWING IN FAITH
This course is for those who are already on their Christian journey and welcome 
an opportunity to reflect on the nature of Christian discipleship and deepen their 
understanding of the Christian faith.
Like the “Follower Stage” each of the 4 Pilgrim courses consists of six sessions.   The 
first of these, entitled “The Creeds” looks at the nature of Christian belief.  Under the 
guidance of a leader, participants are invited to share what they believe, discuss how 
it affects their faith and their daily life, and look at specific issues as suggested in the 
excellent handbook.
The course will run from Wednesday 11th October beginning at 7.30pm and we will 
meet in St Peter’s Church Hall (at the top of Gold Hill).   

If you would like to take part or would like further information, please 
contact me on 01747 850079
 
Rev’d John Fuller

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiPuMOdiMfVAhVHOBQKHa7QD3YQjRwIBw&url=http://www.pilgrimcourse.org/resources&psig=AFQjCNEs01W5ePrGPlTWRKdGElmr06GKnA&ust=1502261989080896
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

Situated in Shaftesbury our homes have been providing the highest
quality care for 28 years.  We warmly welcome residents at all levels of

dependency and our dedicated team provide for detailed individual needs.

If you would like to visit us, please call on

01747 854699 (Castle Hill) 01747 852860 (Cedars)

Email:  admin@cedarscastlehill.co.uk
   Web:  www.cedarscastlehill.co.uk
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St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Shaft esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN
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BE ALIVE
Think freely:  Practise patience:
Smile often:  Savour special moments:
Live God’s message:  Make new
friends: Discover old ones:  Tell those
you love that you do:  Feel deeply:

Forget troubles:  Forgive an enemy.
Pick some daisies:  Share them:  Keep
a promise:  Look for rainbows:  Gaze at
stars:  See beauty everywhere:  Work
hard:  Be wise:  Try to understand:
Take time for people:  Make time for yourself

Laugh heartily: Spread joy: Take a
chance:  Reach out:  Let someone in:
Try something new:  Slow down:  Be
soft sometimes:  Celebrate life:
Believe in yourself:  Trust others:  See
a sunrise:  Listen to rain:  Reminisce:
Cry when you need to …
Author unknown

I came across the above, when I was preparing to lead ‘Pause for Thought’ one Friday 
at the United Church.  We are all called to be holy and be alive.  A good example of 
how we should lead our lives is in the fruits of the spirit (Galatians 5 v 22)  The spirit 
produces love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility and self-

control.  The spirit has given us life.  I wonder what you think it means to be ‘FULLY 
ALIVE’?

LPA News

As I write this article, the school holidays have just begun. Our little corner of England 
will become the holiday destination for many and, as residents of these rolling 
landscapes and pretty villages, we have much to be thankful for. Yet, we are ever 
mindful that we are living in turbulent times and that there are enormous levels of 
need on a local, national and international scale. It seems a daunting task for any of us 
to change or improve the situation.
To paraphrase the prayer of St Teresa d’Avila, (a prayer well-known to LPAs), Christ has 
no eyes, hands or feet on earth but ours. Let us pray that together, with the love of God 
and the power of the Holy Spirit we can make a difference to those who are struggling 
and suffering in this unsettled world.                      
Margaret Pearson LPA
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Team News

Ordination of Kevin Martin by the Bishop of Salisbury at St Peter’s, 

7pm Wednesday 27th September 2017

Our new curate, Kevin Martin, will be ordained and begin his ministry with us in a 
special service at St Peter’s at 7pm on Wednesday 27th September. The Right Reverend 
Nicholas Holtam, Bishop of Salisbury will ordain Kevin deacon (i.e. make him “a vicar”) 
and the preacher will be the Venerable Vanessa Herrick, Archdeacon of Harlow in 
Chelmsford Diocese but until recently the Rector of Wimborne Minster where she 
was Kevin’s vicar and his placement supervisor while he was training for ministry. 
Harold Jackson, Director of Music at St Peter’s, is bringing together a special choir from 
across the Team to sing at the service and there will – of course – be some celebratory 
refreshments afterwards! Do come along to welcome and support Kevin if you can, 
everyone is welcome at this special celebration.

Helen

Teachers for Christian Aid

Christian Aid is working with the Church of England Education Office to set up a new 
accreditation scheme for C of E schools (in particular, although it may well appeal to 
non-church schools, too) – who have to meet an extra set of standards over and above 
non-church schools. The SIAMS framework will require schools to demonstrate how 
they inspire and support the development of ‘courageous advocacy’ in pupils as ‘agents 
of change in local, national and international communities, with the confidence to 
confront and challenge injustice and inequality’.

So they are now advertising for Volunteer Teachers for Christian Aid to join this 
new project. See https://jobs.christianaid.org.uk/vacancy/christian-aid-teacher-
volunteer-1371/1389/description/  for more information. The scheme itself is due to 
start in January 2018. They are starting the recruitment process in good time – there 
will be a training day in the autumn (date still to be confirmed). The minimum level of 
participation would seem to be two visits per participating school per term, but it’s a 
new piece of work, and it’ll be a bit of a case of working things out step by step.  It will 
likely appeal to retired teachers or those with a teaching background now working in 
other fields that give them a bit of spare time. 

Fiona Daborn

Regional Coordinator Dorset

023 8070 6969

https://jobs.christianaid.org.uk/vacancy/christian-aid-teacher-volunteer-1371/1389/description/
https://jobs.christianaid.org.uk/vacancy/christian-aid-teacher-volunteer-1371/1389/description/
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Pilgrimage to the Anglican Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham.

 
What a long journey – but how very much worth the effort.  Walsingham is a place 
completely pervaded by peace.  Strangers greet each other with a smile and although 
the geography is a bit confusing at first, there is always someone glad to set you right.  
 We were issued with a programme which looked very full but were 
immediately reassured that apart from the one Mass, put on especially for our group, 
everything else was optional.  You could actually come here and sleep throughout, 
although that would be an awful waste!
 The village is quaint, having changed little over several hundred years.  No 
bank, no ATM, no chemist – you really have to be very self-sufficient here and present 
yourself to God literally – ‘Just as I am’!  The gardens are immaculate, with modern 
plantings – Alliums, wonderful seeding grasses which constantly wave in the breeze, 
lavender edging to all the paths and a subtle range of colours from purple, through 
blue to silver.
 Tuesday at Walsingham culminates in an evening ritual called Sprinkling at the 
Well, which has produced many miracles over the centuries.  You descend steep steps 
to the Holy Well, where you are offered a sip of water from a silver ladle, you are marked 
with the cross and the remainder of the water is poured over your hands.  Returning 
to the Shrine Church, you are offered Laying On of Hands and Anointing – all very 
comforting.  A thing which strikes you at every gathering here is how well people sing!
 On Wednesday afternoon, I made my Pilgrimage by walking the Holy Mile from 
the Slipper Chapel to Walsingham Shrine – though not, I hasten to add – in bare feet 
as the medieval pilgrims did!  Wednesday finished with another interesting rite, more 
usually seen in Europe, the procession of the Blessed Virgin.  The figure is processed 
around the grounds, borne by two strong men and accompanied by flaming torches 
and singing pilgrims, a great bonding experience, making you feel part of something 
greater than you.
 We returned home feeling well fed, well churched, befriended and relaxed.  A 
very interesting four days, truly experiencing the broad church of Anglicanism!   

Jo Johnson
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Salisbury District Hospital

If you need transport to the Hospital or find yourself a patient there read on ...

1. Transport 
If you need transport to Salisbury Hospital there are two opportunities here in 
Shaftesbury. These services will pick you up, wait while you are attended to before 
returning you home.

You do need to book with 48 hours notice

a. Shaftesbury Car Link 

There is a one off Registration Fee of £5 and then you pay a donation of £0.50p per mile. 
For more information or to book conatact Debbie Simmons on 01747 850439

b. AGE Concern Shaftesbury Offer a similar service at 0.50p per mile. For more 
information or to book call Thelma Stagg on 01747 858218

Both these services are staffed by volunteers who are only too willing to help you. 

2.Spiritual Help
If you are a patient in Salisbury District Hospital you can obtain Spiritual Help as follows:

a. Hospital Chaplain There is a Team and if you wish to speak to a Chaplain you only 
have to ask a member of staff on your ward.

b. Weekly Service There is a Service in the Chapel every Wednesday at 12.30pm. If you 
wish to attend ask the Ward Staff and  they can even arrange for you to be taken there 
in a wheelchair.

c. Sunday service as above . Ask for times from Ward Staff.

c. If you are being admitted to Hospital do let the Church Office know it you would like 
prayer and/or a visit from The Pastoral Team.

Chris Wray
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018
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St James’ Church

The Great Get Together, Sunday 18th June
A wonderful Sunday afternoon was enjoyed by St James’ community  and Church. 
A good turnout ensured the groaning tables of delicious food, all served on pretty 
vintage china, were relished and for the families with children there were a few games 
to burn off youthful energy. The afternoon achieved what we’d hoped - church & 
community coming together to support the Jo Cox Trust initiative of proving “there 
is more that unites than divides us”. Despite there being no charge for anything 
throughout the afternoon, generous donations amounted to £385, which will be sent 
to the Trust. Thank you to everyone who worked so hard on the day, in the heat of the 
kitchen, provided lovely food and cleared away immaculately. Special thanks must go 
to dear Nick Forrest who did so much to set up the field the day before. Thank you all – 
Philippa
 
Organ Recital on Sunday 25th June  “Toccata” an organ recital was given in St James’ 
by Chris Mahon. This recital celebrated the feast of St Peter and included three toccatas 
- at the beginning, middle and end, namely and respectively by Gigout, Dubois and 
Mulet. Also in the programme was the the Adagio and Allegro (KS594) for a mechanical 
organ in a clock by Mozart. Interspersed were lighter pieces by Whitlock, Darke and 
Hollins. Tea and cake were enjoyed afterwards.

______________________________________________________ 
Weekend of Celebration for the 150-year Anniversary of the Dedication of 

St James’ Church on 24th August 1867

Saturday 22nd July 2017
After a day of heavy showers and grey skies the evening cleared to bring shafts of 
sunlight for the concert by the Royal Court Players.
Led by Iva Fleischhansova, the concert started with Corelli’s Concerto Grosso in D Major. 
This had a good dynamic and well managed tempo, with contrast between small and 
large ensembles.
There followed a Handel aria and two arias by Gluck, beautifully sung by Sarah Poole. 
The little known concerto for oboe and orchestra, played with imaginative style and 
accomplished technique by Bryony Middleton, brought the first half of the evening to a 
close.
After the interval we were entertained to a charming Concerto Grosso by the English 
master of the Baroque, William Boyce. A flute concerto in D minor superbly played by 
flautist Stephanie Gilbert, preceded the final item. Saving the best until last, the concert 
ended with J S Bach’s Concerto for Oboe and Violin.
Iva Fleischhansova (violin) and Kim Keeble (oboe) were the two soloists, weaving a 
musical tapestry with consummate skill and bringing a delightful evening’s mixture of 
Baroque and Early Classical music to a close.     
Pam Vaughn
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A Dual Celebration
Ross Robertson, a member of both the St James’ and St Peter’s congregations, has been 
a bellringer for over 60 years and a Past President of the Diocesan Guild of Ringers. It so 
happens that his birthday is 25th July, which is also St James’ Day, and that this year he 
was 80.
When his family decided to join him on 23rd July for a premature celebration it seemed 
a good idea to mark both the start of the church’s 150th anniversary celebrations and 
Ross’s birthday. So, on the morning of 23rd Ross and five members of his family arranged 
to attempt to ring a Quarter Peal on the bells of St James to mark the occasion.  The 
attempt was successful, the details being as follows:

A Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Plain Bob Doubles
in 45 minutes, conducted by Ross Robertson

*Lucy Robertson (grand-daughter)                Treble
Simon Robertson (son)       2
Ross Robertson        3
Barnaby Larter (grandson)                      4
Clare Larter (daughter)       5
Philip Larter (son-in-law)                   Tenor
*First quarter peal.

Bishop Nicholas, the Patron of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers, was keen to 
ring the following morning on his visit to the church and joined with the St James’ 
band wearing his purple cassock, adding an unusual touch of colour and dignity to the 
ringing chamber. 

Sunday 23rd July
The morning began with a Festal Choral Eucharist with Rt Revd. Nicholas Holtam, 
Bishop of Salisbury, preaching. A choir conducted by Chris Mahon sang an introit motet, 
“Locus Iste”, by Bruckner, and we all sang “Praise to the Lord the Almighty, the King of 
Creation”, accompanied by Peter Latimer on the organ and Nick Crump on trumpet. 
The anthem “I Was Glad” by Charles Parry resounded majestically and “Agnus Dei” from 
Schubert’s Mass in G was the Communion Anthem. The whole service was a joyful 
celebration of the life of this church and the 150 years of the dedication of the current 
church building.

In the afternoon, Shaftesbury Community Choir, who sang with infectious enthusiasm 
and enjoyment, together with the Uke Shack Ensemble, entertained a full church with a 
wonderful programme of varied music followed by tea. The concert raised over £460 in 
donations, to be divided between the Community Choir and the fund for reordering St. 
James’.
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The themed floral displays for the weekend were really beautiful – our thanks to 
Susan Walker and her team. A huge thankyou to everyone who was involved in the 
preparations and execution of all that took place to make our Dedication Weekend 
such an uplifting and worthwhile experience. It was a mammoth undertaking for us but 
it is important we do these things to live out and share the communion in which we 
believe.        
P.F.

Church Clock

Our church clock stopped in May. Records show that it was installed in 1899 for £65. We 
have missed the sonorous marking of the hour when the hammer strikes bell number 
5. The Cumbrian Clock Company, Church and Public Clock Specialists, came to diagnose 
the problem. Two engineers were sent along and, by means of abseil, were able to see 
that the minute hand was loose and catching the hour hand. This was due to a faulty 
spindle which had to be remade in their workshop. After spending £3,000, the clock is 
now as good as ever and was ticking for our 150 year celebrations with the Bishop. Our 
thanks to the Friends’ for their generous donation of £1,000 towards the repair.   
  
A.P.C.

From the Registers

Baptism
Sunday 16th July - Edmund John Flower
Sunday 13th August – Scarlett Hazel Doble

Marriage 
Saturday July 8th – Katie Glaze and Christopher Francis

Burial of Ashes  Saturday 15th July – Bill Baines

Memorial Service  Friday 14th July – William Proctor 

Dates for Your Diary
Sunday 10th September at 6pm – Pilgrim Service
Friday 17th November 6.30 to 7.00pm – ‘Hot Pot & Performance’ which was a great 
success last year.
Saturday 25th November – Christmas Fair. It will be upon us before we know it! Please 
consider making jam or chutney for our preserves stall. Lack of jars need not be a 
problem – Jill Sumner has plenty and will be pleased to pass some on (Tel. 853265). Sue 
Ballett (Tel. 854294) would be pleased to hear from you with regard to ideas for stalls.
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in September
Sunday  3rd September       8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday  17th September  11.15 am Holy Communion with hymns 
Wednesdays      9.00 am Morning Prayer

Harvest Festival and Supper
Our Harvest Festival will be held on Sunday 1st October at 6pm, followed by a Bring and 
Share supper in the Church Hall.  Please bring a plate of food to share.  Drinks will be 
provided.
Do save the date and invite your friends in the village to come and celebrate with us, 
especially those who are new to Compton Abbas.  Everyone is welcome at the Supper, 
which is always an enjoyable event and an important chance to get together as a 
community.

Parish Map
The map is now finished!  The parish map group will soon be organising a coffee 
morning, so that people can see the final map.  Prints will be produced for people to 
buy and we are also looking at the feasibility of producing other things, like tea towels 
and postcards.  Look out for details of the coffee morning in the village e-newsletter 
and on the noticeboards.

Village e-newsletter – a reminder
The village e-newsletter is available on the Compton Abbas and Twyford Community 
Website: http://comptonabbas-twyford.wixsite.com/parishcouncil/newsletters 
At the bottom of the page you will find a link where you can subscribe to have the 
e-newsletter emailed to you when it comes out.  It is one of the best ways of keeping in 
touch with everything that’s going on in the village, and letting everyone know if you 
organise a village event yourself.

Welcome  booklet
The village welcome booklet has been updated and copies are available from Gillian 
Cross (811263 gillian@gilliancross.co.uk ).  If you have new neighbours, please ask for 
one to give them.  It contains a great deal of useful local information and is a good way 
to get talking to newcomers and welcome them to the village.
It’s worth looking through the booklet yourself from time to time.  If you notice any 
inaccurate information, or any significant omissions, please say so.  It’s important for the 
information to be kept up to date – and that’s a challenge!  All help will be gratefully 
received.

http://comptonabbas-twyford.wixsite.com/parishcouncil/newsletters
mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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Weekday Morning Prayer Services                                                                           
St Peter's   8.30am    Monday – Friday                                      
St James'   9.00am    Wednesday – Friday  
St Mary's Motcombe  8.30am    Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  
        Saturday                                                  
St Mary's Compton Abbas 9.00am    Wednesday                      
                          
 

 
 
 

 

Midweek Communion Services                    
St Peter's   10.30am   Wednesday 
St Mary's Motcombe  10.00am   Thursday       
St James'   7.00pm     Thursday  
 
Please note the Team Office is closed Monday 18th September to Friday 22nd 
September inclusive.  
 

 St Peter's St James' 
St John's 
Enmore 
Green 

St Mary's  
Motcombe 

3rd September 

12th After 
Trinity  

 
9.30am 

Family Service  
 

 
 

9.30am 
Parish 

Communion 
6.30pm 

Evensong 

11.15am 
BCP Holy 

Communion  

10th 
September 

The Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

8.00am  BCP 
Holy 

Communion  
 

9.30am 
Parish 

Communion  

9.30am 
BCP Holy 

Communion 
  

6.00pm 
Pilgrim Service 

11.15am 
Parish 

Communion 

 
9.30am 
 Parish 

Communion 
 
 

17th 
September 

 14th After 
Trinity  

9.30am 
Parish 

Communion 

9.30am Parish 
Communion  

11.15am 
Parish 

Communion 

8.00am BCP 
Holy 

Communion  
 

9.30am 
Family Service 

 

  

24th 
September 

15th After 
Trinity 

9.30am 
 Parish 

Communion 

8.00am  BCP 
Holy 

Communion 
 

9.30am 
 Parish 

Communion 

11.15am 
Family 
Service  

 

9.30am 
 Parish 

Communion 

Wed 27th 
September at 

St Peter’s  

 

Kevin Martin, who is joining the Team as Curate, will be ordained 
in a special service at St Peters, at 7pm on Wednesday 27th 

September by Bishop Nicholas. 
 

 
St Mary's 

Compton Abbas 

St Thomas' 
Melbury 

Abbas 

St 
Margaret's 
M. Marsh 

East & West 
Orchard 

3rd 
September 

12th After 
Trinity  

8.00am 
BCP Holy 

Communion 

9.30am 
 Parish 

Communion 

11.15am 
BCP Holy 

Communion 

6.30pm 
Evensong 

10th 
September 

The Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

 
11.15am 

Parish 
Communion 

 
11.15am 

Parish 
Communion 

17th 
September 

 14th After 
Trinity  

11.15am 
Parish 

Communion 

 
 

11.15am 
Matins 

 

24th 
September 

15th After 
Trinity 

 11.15am 
Matins 

11.15am 
Matins 

 
 

Wed 27th 
September 
at St Peter’s 

Kevin Martin, who is joining the Team as Curate, will be ordained 
in a special service at St Peters, at 7pm on Wednesday 27th 

September by Bishop Nicholas 

  



Please note the Team Office will be closed from Monday 18th September to Friday 22nd 
September inclusive

17
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Tea and Chat
The September Tea and Chat will be held at Holly Bank, home of Ray and Annie Barnes 
on Wednesday 20th September at 2.30pm. Everyone welcome.

Fundraising
Monies from Fundraising will be shared equally between Margaret Marsh and The 
Orchards churches.

Quiz night with Fish and Chip Supper has been arranged for Friday 6th 
October to be held at Manston Village hall £10 a head. Maximum of 6 to a Team. Tickets 
will be on sale from September. Apply for tickets to Rita Stranger 01258 472331.

The Golf Day held on 9th August was a great success, welcoming lots of new 
participants. Huge thanks to John Stranger and Alan Roberts who organised the golf 
and Martin and Elspeth Scott for hosting the Presentation and meal in the evening. Also 
thanks to those who produced food and helped with setting up too. Details of income 
will follow next month.

Services

Team Service held on 30th July at Marsh Farm Barn was yet again very well attended 
with over 80 participants. A shared lunch was enjoyed by all. Thank you Ron and Audrey 
Trim for once again hosting this much loved Shaftesbury Team of churches event.

The Rural Mission Service held in July at East Orchard churchyard. A lovely 
sunny morning greeted the few of us that attended. The service celebrated the rural 
aspect of our parishes. Refreshments were enjoyed before leaving the quiet and restful 
surroundings of this beautiful setting. 

Historic Churches Bike Ride Sunday 10th September. Look out for Posters. Entry 
forms available from Nancy Roberts and Rita Stranger.
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St Peter’s

It’s been suggested that we provide a basket with simple reading glasses in it,
for people who have forgotten their specs to borrow a pair. I have a basket, kindly
give me (or put on the bottom shelf of the letter rack) any reading glasses you’ve
finished with to put in it.   I’ve already had nine pairs donated, so we are off to an 
excellent start. Thanks.                                            
Jill Sellgren 

Operation Christmas Child

If you are following the 10 month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in need, in 
September we will be concentrating on hat & gloves. If you are a knitter, you may well 
have made a hat to include in your box by now, but if not, hopefully other kind folk 
in the congregation may have made one that you can include. Stretchy gloves are 
available from Bargains for about £1. Scarves are acceptable, but you may well find by 
now that they take up too much room in the shoe box. Please do not include socks, 
pants or other items of clothing. When you have made your purchase, pop it in your 
shoe box if you are intending to make up your own box, or bring it into St Peter’s and 
place it in the small swing bin in the tower area.  
Elizabeth Selwood

From the Registers
Funeral 
July 11 Betty Hopton 

Thanksgiving Services:
June 26 Peggy Savage
July 20 Gillian Hill

Baptism
July 23 Evie & Lola Lines 

Provisional diary for September - please check pew sheet, website or with the 
office for updates

Sat 9th Sept          8.30am                Men’s Breakfast
Sat 16th               10.30am                 Doughnut Time
Sun 17th               3.00pm                 Baptism Service
Mon 18th              7.30pm                 PCC meeting
Sun 24th               3.00pm                 Shaftesbury Town Silver Band Concert
Tue 26th                7.30pm                Sing and Praise
Wed 27th              7.00pm                Ordination of Kevin Martin
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     The Tree

written by Tirion aged 11

I live out my life in these widening rings

Like a stone’s thrown ripples from the centre of things.

I grew with each year in sunshine and dark
Each ripple expanded my long coat of bark.

How small my beginnings the seed of the heart
But growing and flowing with life from the start.

I once hid a king and a highwayman bold
I’ve seen thousands of seasons but don’t feel that old.

I’ve been struck by the lightning been battered by gales
But through wind, snow and tempest my faith never fails.

It may be this ring is the last I shall make
But I keep my rings turning for old time’s sake.

celtic tree of life
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS - 24 HOUR SERVICE - SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS - 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard. SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have 
enough room to put them up?

Rates - £35 per head per night B&B reduced to £30 for associates 
of locals and members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin bedded room, all en-suite.
Living room with a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV 

and have breakfast.
Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365
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5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

DO YOU LIKE CYCLING, WALKING OR HORSE RIDING?
On Saturday 9th September most of the churches in Dorset, including those in our 
team, will be open and would welcome a visit as part of the Dorset Historic Churches 
Trust sponsored ‘Ride and Stride’. If you enjoy walking, cycling or horse riding this 
is an ideal time to get out and explore the countryside and our lovely churches. By 
combining a walk or ride with collecting a small amount of sponsorship you could help 
to raise funds for improvements to St Mary’s, Motcombe. All the money raised goes to 
the Trust who then return half to each church for their own use; the Trust then allocates 
the remainder to larger projects. Motcombe has benefited from these larger grants in 
the past. You have until the very last minute to decide whether to do this. Sponsorship 
forms are available in church or from Simon Hutchinson (01747 854290, Hutchinson_
SCJ@hotmail.com).

On Sunday 17th September we will have another Family Parade Service in 
conjunction with the Scouts and Beavers. All are welcome for a relaxed service with 
things to do and think about.

Our organ is 110 years old.
In On 24th September 1907 new choir stalls, pulpit and organ were dedicated by the 
then Bishop of Salisbury, John Wordsworth. The choir stalls are no longer in place, but 
the pulpit and organ, which has recently been restored, are. We plan to celebrate 110 
years since the dedication of our organ with a special Communion service on Sunday 
24th September.

Ghana Trip with Wheels for the World November 2017
In November Jill Jenkinson will be leading another trip to Ghana distributing 
wheelchairs and mobility aids and then staying on for 10 days to work in the children’s 
home ‘Shekinah’.  She will be sharing more about the trip during morning service on 
September 24th.  Last time many people generously donated pants for the children.  
This year they are requesting socks and single sheets.  Further details are available from 
Jill Jenkinson 01747 855476

Harvest Festival will be at 11.15am on Sunday October 1st. Please bring gifts of non-
perishable foods – various tins, packets of pasta, rice, SMASH, dried milk, cereals, biscuits, 
etc – and toiletries. We will be supporting the North Dorset Women’s Refuge, Gillingham 
Food Bank and Shaftesbury Open House food parcels with all our gifts, so please be 
generous.

Services in September

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday, and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

mailto:Hutchinson_SCJ@hotmail.com
mailto:Hutchinson_SCJ@hotmail.com
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The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Sunday 3 Sept    11.15am Holy Communion (BCP)

Friday 8 Sept 2.30pm  Motcombe School Whole School Assembly

Sunday 10 Sept 9.30am Parish Communion 

Sunday 17 Sept 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
  9.30am Family Service with Scouts & Beavers

Wed 20 Sept       11.00am Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange

Sunday 24 Sept 9.30am Parish Communion and celebration of 110 years of our   
   Hallett Organ

Sunday 01 Oct   11.15am Parish Communion for Harvest Festival 

St John’s, Enmore Green

After a quiet, if wet, summer, we have some dates for our community and hope you will 
be able to join us.

Wednesday 6 September
10.00am to 12 noon
Coffee morning in the Church Hall
A chance to meet with your neighbours

Friday 22nd September 
Harvest Supper in St John’s
6.30pm for 7.00pm. 
Two course meal with wine: £7.00 per head.   Please let Elizabeth Preston (850654) 
or Jo Churchill (850432) know if you would like to come and if you have any dietary 
requirements.   Pay on the door.
Entertainment as well!

A Special Forward Date

Sunday 1st October – Harvest Praise
6.30pm in St. John’s 
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Please note the pattern of services at St Thomas’s ischanging from   1st September.

Services in September
3rd September    9.15am - Parish Communion 
10th September 11.15am - Parish Communion
17th September No Service at St Thomas’s
24th September 11.15am - Matins

Clerk of Works News. 

The North
 
transept window has been removed for cleaning and restoration.  It will 

be away roughly a month with Mr Sam Kelly of Salisbury Cathedral Stained Glass 
Department.  The window will be temporarily secured with boarding.  The Preservation 
Society is kindly paying for this essential work.

Thomas’s Harvest Festival Flower Arranging

On Saturday 30th September at 10am, the flower arranging team will be decorating 
the church for the Harvest festival.  Gifts of flowers and foliage would be greatly 
appreciated.

Valerie Warrington and Ann Brooks

The Reverend Simon Chambers

Simon is on extended ministerial development leave in August, September and 
October and will be back with us in November.  We are all very grateful to those clergy, 
including Rev Jeremy Mais, for taking our services while Simon Chambers is away.

ST THOMAS’S STILL NEEDS YOU! 

Since the retirement of our Hon. Sec. Robert Crichton after many years of invaluable 
service, Rodney Atwood has temporarily stepped in as minutes secretary.  However, this 
is a stopgap, and a proper secretary is urgently needed to record the business of four 
P.C.C. meetings annually plus the APCM.  If you feel you can help please contact our 
Churchwarden [Jon Dakin - 855976]. The PCC Treasurer, Alan Kirkham is also about to 
retire and if anyone can step into his shoes, please contact our Churchwarden.

Dates for the Diary

9th September Ride and Stride

This is an opportunity for us to sponsor church members to raise money for our church 
and for the Dorset Historic Churches Trust who have supported us financially on 
several occasions in the past. The church will be open on the day for cyclists and other 
participants.
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30th September

Decorating the Church for Harvest Festival at 10 am.

1st October 

9.30am Harvest Festival 

27th October 

Flower Arranging Demonstration in Village Hall

St Thomas’s Church Preservation Society
Flower arranging demonstration with Sue Minshaw

7.30pm on Friday 27th October 
in Melbury Abbas Village Hall.

Wine and nibbles
Auction of the flower arrangements.

12th November 

10.50am Remembrance Service 

We send good wishes to David and Jean Fullman, supporters of our church for some 
years, who have moved from their bungalow (once Harry Gamper’s) temporarily to 
Ludwell, and then to Shaftesbury.

Brenda Mary Harris (nee Mullins) 1944 - 2017
Brenda was born in Donhead St Mary and was the middle daughter of the Mullins 
family.  
Brenda lived a full life.  She was a District Councillor for 12 years, and previously she 
ran Abbey Country Foods in Shaftesbury (in the premises which is now Costa) and an 
outside catering business.   In addition she was an active member of The Community 
Health Council.  All this whilst bringing up two daughters and helping Tony (to whom 
she was married for 51 years) run his various businesses.  
She was a familiar figure, initially riding, and subsequently walking her dogs in the lanes 
of Melbury before her illness kept her housebound.   
Our thoughts are with Tony, and Brenda’s daughters, Emma and Caroline.
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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Syrian Refugees: we care

Where do we go from the recent very well attended public meeting when it was agreed 
that Shaftesbury/Gillingham should work towards welcoming a Syrian Refugee family 
– already in a UN Camp? The steering group has decided that the best way forward is to 
find somewhere to rent as soon as possible. Other Dorset towns are doing just that.
What is needed? How do we know what’s right? How can we find such a property?
The Dorset resettlement Officer is working with us and she will ensure that all the 
needs set out by the Government under this programme are met.
We need:

•	 A self-contained privately owned property with no pre-paid card utility meters.

•	 a properly near to public transport – needed for job centre, health services etc.

•	 A property that is affordable and sustainable – means the rent is somewhere 
near Local Housing Allowance (£747.93 for 3 bedrooms in Shaftesbury and 
Gillingham) and property available for at least one calendar year.

Can you help with such a property? Or do you know someone who can?

Please get in touch with Sarah Mais – sarah.mais48@gmail.com as soon as you can and 
help one family rebuild their lives after the horrors of war.

Long ago and Far Away – 4

(The following excerpts are taken from letters home from The Principal of The Bishop Westcott 
Girls’ School, in Ranchi, Bihar State in North India and they illustrate vividly that being a 
Headmistress is NOT just about teaching!)

29.6.68 - You can imagine what I felt when I got back to school and heard that one of 
the girls had taken bug poison in an attempt to commit suicide. Mercifully Priti (her third 
active day as Vice Principal) had been called and she came quickly – forced the girl to spit 
out what was in her mouth and got her straight into St Barnabas’ Hospital, Ranchi where 
Dr Matthews (you know him) got a stomach pump onto her straight away. Priti acted 
very quickly – apparently 10 minutes later would have been too late as the poison was 
already being absorbed into the bloodstream.
The girl, a Bengali Christian and a very gifted violinist – age 15 – Angela Validyan – is 
all right (sic) now but Dr M. says that those who actually attempt suicide once will try 
again and that I should consult Dr Davis (a psychiatrist). Of course I’m doing this and I 
discover that Angela’s friend Della Rosenfall – the Head Girl – knocked the bottle out of 

000
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A’s hand before she could take more – she apparently knew that A had brought this back 
to school. She had taken it from A, kept it in her own locker because she thought A. would 
get into trouble if the poison was brought to me. She realizes now that she should have 
come straight to me but last term A was always temperamental but never spoke of death 
in the way she has been doing apparently this term. Her mind is very disturbed and she 
doesn’t seem to realise much what happened. Poor Della – she feels very bad about it all 
too. Please pray for them both.
5.7.70 - Since writing last I have had an incredible session with a Mr Chatterjee, a clerk 
(accountant) in the Boys’ School who is so disappointed and furious that I will not allow 
his sister, Vishna, to take I.S.C. (Indian School Certificate) because she is so weak that he 
became most threatening and objectionable  1) offering me a bribe,  2) stating that I and 
my staff were prejudiced against Vishna and he had proof,  3) stating that he knew and 
could prove that I had already taken bribes (from Dr Davis!). At first I was incredulous and 
then extremely angry and cautioned him not to continue allegations 2) and 3) as they 
were libellous and I would take them up and I shall if there is any more of this.
I wrote a stiff letter to Mr L. – Principal of Bishop Westcott Boys’ School, and my opposite 
number - asking him to see there was no more of this dangerous nonsense because I 
did not want to embarrass him as a fellow Principal by taking this to court and suing a 
member of his staff for libel. Since then, silence and I hope the end of the business.
19.7.70 - Yesterday was electric. I began by washing my hair before Assembly because 
we were expecting a party of 30-40 senior boys from St Xavier’s, Hazaribagh (a first rate 
Jesuit school and the best in Bihar for boys) to come here and debate with our girls in the 
afternoon. I feel that this outside contact is good and will lift our profile a bit, all round.
The morning went for six however when Lucy (a cook) went into labour – Gita, the School’s 
nurse, said she would cope on Denise’s verandah as it was to be a normal delivery (the 
doctor the previous day had given Lucy another 3 weeks). In the end Denise, Priti and I 
and of course Miss Peters all assisted while Gita delivered a boy at 12.40 p.m. – fascinating 
– I’ve never seen a baby born before. Now Lucy is still on Denise’s verandah and Gita has 
been teaching her how the feed the baby without suffocating him.
Denise and I went without lunch and I went straight into welcoming our visitors for 
debate, the first item of which happened to be on “The practice of medicine should be 
left entirely in the hands of women”!! - So you see here how life goes on – colourful and 
more colourful!
13.8.70 - You may be amused to hear how Priti has been solving the theft of 100 Rupees 
from her drawer – actually she hasn’t been solving it but Yakub, our Moslem tailor told 
her he knew of a Moslem priest (maulvi) who could find out and could make the thief so 
ill that he confessed. Apparently it is a sort of key magic done with the Koran and they 
have got the name of the person all right. I have told Priti that we must not let the maulvi 
put a curse on him – at the lowest level what shall I say to the Archdeacon if it comes out!
However, what I would really like is for the thief to repay the 100 rupees himself. But I 
have absolutely nothing to go on to accuse him directly!

000
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE OCTOBER ISSUE IS 

FRIDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 
AT 5PM

To advertise here contact the 
Team Offi  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail offi  ce@Shaft esbury 

CofE.org.uk

In your time of need we are here to take 
care of all your funeral 

requirements

Call us 24 hours a day

Newbury
Gillingham

Dorset
SP8 4QL

Tel:  01747 822494

Newell
Sherborne

Dorset
DT9 4EZ

Tel:  01935 813479

Dignity Caring Funeral Services
Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

Memorial Consultants
Floristry Advice

Funeral Stationery

Part of Dignity plc.  A British Company



Whatsoever 
things are

TRUE
honest

JUST
PURE
lovely

OF GOOD REPORT

-if there be any 
virtue-

and if there be 
any praise,

think on these 
things

 PHILIPPIANS 4: 8


