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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                    01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy.mais47@gmail.com

Curate:   The Revd Kevin Martin kevin@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 

Helen & Pam have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Katy Ashman                               01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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I feel like I am following on appropriately from John’s word in last month’s Leading 
Article.  September has certainly been a month of new beginnings for my family and 
me.  Family for me is Liz, my wife, and my four step-children whose ages range from 
23 to 15.  The eldest is engaged and during August gave birth to a lovely and healthy 
daughter. I am very blessed to have a supportive and loving family who have taken this 
journey toward ordained ministry in their stride!
The new beginnings for us have been a move from Wimborne to Shaftesbury and 
a change in our family as another child has gone to university.  We begin a new 
part of our life although I won’t say chapter as Liz will continue her practice in 
Wimborne as a Psychotherapist and our youngest will complete her final GCSE year 
at Queen Elizabeth’s School in Wimborne.  We are very excited, however, to be living 
in Shaftesbury which is a lovely town.  I am very much looking forward to walking 
alongside you and getting to know the equally lovely villages in our team. I have been 
delighted to read how engaged you are in growing in faith and to see that the Pilgrim 
course will be running in the team in the Autumn. 
Despite my constant protestations that I am not an academic I have always found 
myself engaging in the challenge of broadening my learning.  I enjoy discussions about 
the world, society and community.  I always find a good sense of humour helps to keep 
these discussions on a friendly footing as well as engaging with the desire to really hear 
what other people are saying and how they have formed their opinions. I feel a strong 
resonance with the part of my calling that is to be involved in exploring faith together 
as we all discern how God is calling us to use the gifts God has given us.  
Prior to training for ordained ministry I was an Existential Psychotherapist and really 
enjoyed the opportunity to walk alongside those who were searching for meaning in 
their lives and trying to make sense of whatever ‘label’ or diagnosis they may have been 
given or feared themselves to have.  I suppose it is not surprising then that I am very 
interested in the ministry of healing and the ministry of ‘being with’ that we see Jesus 
teaching in the Gospel and that we see the early church living out through Acts and 
the Epistles.  I am keen to explore ways in which we, as the body of Christ, ensure our 
community offers a generous hospitality to all and promotes the common good.  I am 
particularly interested in how we offer outreach so that our parish community becomes 
the heart of our town and village communities.
Whilst training at Sarum College I completed research into missional and new 
monastic communities and how these can inform a community expression of Church.  
Unsurprisingly prayer and fellowship were seen as the foundation of the life of these 
communities. I am interested in exploring the wide range of spiritual tradition and 
practice we have within the Church of England and across the Christian denominations.  
I also promote the use of spiritual accompaniment.  In this we share the joys and 
struggles of our life and faith journey with somebody who gently reminds us to be 
aware of God’s presence in our lives and notice where God is offering us possibilities to 
engage with God’s Mission in our world.

Leading Article
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An invitation
As outlined in John Fuller’s letter in last month’s Key Ring the ‘FOLLOWER’ course is 

ideal for enquirers and any who would like to explore the heart of the Christian faith.   
Informal sessions will run over 6 weeks and provide opportunities for questions and 

group discussion.  
The course will run from Thursday 12th October beginning at 7.30pm and we will 
meet in St Peter’s Church Hall (at the top of Gold Hill).   

To be a pilgrim is to set out on a journey of discovery, an adventure like no other..!  
Will you join us?

If you would like to take part or would like further information, please contact  01747 
858931                                                                                              

              
Revd Jeremy Mais

GROWING IN FAITH
This course is for those who are already on their Christian journey and welcome 
an opportunity to reflect on the nature of Christian discipleship and deepen their 
understanding of the Christian faith.
Like the “Follower Stage” each of the 4 Pilgrim courses consists of six sessions.   The 
first of these, entitled “The Creeds” looks at the nature of Christian belief.  Under the 
guidance of a leader, participants are invited to share what they believe, discuss how 
it affects their faith and their daily life, and look at specific issues as suggested in the 
excellent handbook.
The course will run from Wednesday 11th October beginning at 7.30pm and we will 
meet in St Peter’s Church Hall (at the top of Gold Hill).   

If you would like to take part or would like further information, please 
contact me on 01747 850079.  There will be information leaflets at the back of the Team 
churches.
 
Revd John Fuller

I feel privileged that God has called me to be a curate within the Shaftesbury team and 
look forward to continuing learning in ministry over these next three to four years.  I 
look forward to walking alongside you and to learning from your faith, wisdom and 
experience as we share our faith journey together. 

Kevin
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

Situated in Shaftesbury our homes have been providing the highest
quality care for 28 years.  We warmly welcome residents at all levels of

dependency and our dedicated team provide for detailed individual needs.

If you would like to visit us, please call on

01747 854699 (Castle Hill) 01747 852860 (Cedars)

Email:  admin@cedarscastlehill.co.uk
   Web:  www.cedarscastlehill.co.uk
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St Peter’s

“A Night To Remember” St Peters, Saturday 18th November 7:30pm
An evening of song, dance and music. Talent from Bell Street School of Dance, Shaftes-
bury Arts Centre, Just Dance Wincanton and other members of the community.
Performing in Aid of HeadSmart and The Akamba Fund. Tickets available from Shaft-
esbury Arts Centre and Robert Frith Gillingham from 1st October 2017. Adults £10 
Children £8.  
Raffle;  Refreshments provided. 
For further information please contact Eleanor Wetherilt at eleanor.wetherilt@yahoo.
co.uk

Operation Christmas Child Shoe boxes

The date for blessing and sending off our packed shoe boxes for children in deprived 
and war-torn areas of the world is Sunday 19th November. It is therefore time to start 
knitting and shopping for those small treats that give so much pleasure to their recipi-
ents. 

Here is the story of one recipient, Solomon. When he received an Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox gift, his guardian Pastor Febiano was keen to express his gratitude.
‘Words fail me to adequately express our feelings. Imagine how the box travelled all 
the way from the UK right up to a remote village of Matambo in the Chongwe district 
of Zambia… I wished you were here when Solomon opened the box to witness tears of 
excitement and joy in his eyes. The items in the box were special for Solomon because 
never in his life had he received such a gift.’

For Pastor Febiano and the orphans under his care, poverty is a daily reality. He de-
pends on subsistence farming for his livelihood and sometimes this falls short of 
providing for his family. He said, ‘I must confess that this gift has greatly helped me in 
many ways financially because I will not buy toothbrushes, soap, pens and pencils in 
the immediate future. The toys too were unique… This gift, small as it may seem, goes 
a long way in addressing some of the needs I am unable to address. Due to income 
constraints, we do not see toys, toothbrushes etc. as priorities for children when in fact 
they are needed… Thank you once again for this gift. I give praise and glory to the Lord 
for this. Indeed our God is the provider!’

As usual, for those who would rather give money, I will purchase items and pack a box 
on your behalf. Please, no clothes other than hats, gloves or scarves, nothing sharp, no 
liquids, nothing to do with war, only wrapped sweets (no chocolate) and no used items. 
This year the suggested handling and shipping donation is £5. Guidelines are in the 
leaflets which are now available on a table under the tower in St Peter’s and if you are



7

able to include a photo of yourself or a Christmas card with your own simple message, 
that would be great! 

If you are following the 10 month plan to fill a shoe box, this month we will be concen-
trating on sweets. There should just be room in your shoe box for a packet of sweets. 
All sweets must be wrapped and have a best before date of at least March the follow-
ing year. Chocolate is not permitted because it could easily melt or deteriorate in some 
way. No other food items are permitted.
When you have made your purchase, pop it in your shoe box if you are intending to 
make up your own box, or bring it into St Peter’s and place it in the small swing bin in 
the tower area. Any other items for me to pack into boxes on your behalf should also go 
into the swing bin.

Elizabeth Selwood

From the Registers
Baptisms:     August 27,      Gethin Jackson, Amelia Anderson
Funeral:      September 5, Kate Harrison
Thanksgiving Service:   September 8, Mary Hawkins

October Diary  (as at press date: please check pew sheets/ website for updates)

Sun 1st                                 Harvest Festival Family Service 
(Harvest Festival lunch date to be confirmed: 1st or 8th)
Sat 14th           8.30am        Men’s Breakfast
Sun 15th    All day         Town centre closed to traffic for Sunday market
Sat 21st                                 10.30am        Doughnut Time
Sun 22nd                                 3.00pm        Baptism Service
Tues 24th                                7.30pm        Sing & Praise     
Sun 29th                                10.00am        Team Communion at Compton Abbas
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St James’ Church

“ A large party secures its own amusement “

So wrote Jane Austen - and indeed her pronouncement  was certainly reflected in the 
atmosphere at The Friends’ of St James ‘Jane Austen’ themed Pimm’s Party held in the 
church on 22nd August.

On a lovely summer evening the Chair of the Friends, Charles  Dowson, and his wife 
Fiona, set the tone, both beautifully costumed in Regency fashion - Fiona in a delicate 
Empire style dress.

The tables were laden with exquisite canapés and tasty nibbles  while sparkling 
Pimm’s was lavishly dispensed by Guy and Jane Lowton to the many members and 
their guests in attendance; most ‘dressed up’, some very fairly authentically, others 
colourfully or smartly casual but all sharing  lots of chatter and meeting new found 
friends, including Jill Sumner’s son Andy and his wife Daisy from Sydney, Australia.  
Jo Churchill was at the door and the evening raised just a few pounds short of 
£400 for the Friends - who offer regular financial support for the maintenance and 
beautification of the fabric of the Church and the upkeep of the adjoining  field/car 
park.
As always, many thanks to the Friends  for such an  enjoyable and successful  
fundraising event.

Save the Date – Saturday 11th November at 7pm

David Gordon Trio Appartmento featuring Rosario Bonaccorsa

We are fortunate to have booked the David Gordon Trio for a concert in St James’ 
Church on the above date. The trio, with a guest Bass Player, has a space in a busy 
programme – they are mostly at the London Jazz Festival for a week in November.  
David writes.… ‘Our latest project pays homage to great masters of C18 Italian music 
to create a new kind of jazz. The title refers to the partimento approach to music that 
influenced the whole of Europe.  The set will also include some of David’s and some of 
Rosario’s beautiful and haunting compositions.’  
David Gordon is a well known and brilliant keyboard player who some of you may 
well have listened to at one of the Sherborne music festival concerts as well as various 
prestigious venues all over the UK and Europe. Paul Cavaciuti is  a well known and 
accomplished percussion player, at present resident in New York and they are joined 
for this week in November by Rosario, one of Italy’s best and most in-demand jazz bass 
players.
www.davidgordontrio.com
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Further details to follow in next month’s Key Ring.  Do keep the date free for this event 
which promises to be very special. We are very fortunate that the trio is willing to come 
all this way for an evening of joy and delight – and wonderful music!  More details from 
Andie Blows (Tel. 853088).

Other Dates for Your Diary
Sunday 8th October at 6pm – Pilgrim Service

Friday 17th November 6.30 to 7.00pm – ‘Hot Pot & Performance’ which was a great 
success last year. List for prospective performers to sign up will be in church this month. 
More information from Philippa on Tel. 812365.

Saturday 25th November – Christmas Fair. Only a few weeks away now! Please consider 
making jam, marmalade or chutney for our preserves stall. Lack of jars need not be a 
problem – Jill Sumner has plenty and will be pleased to pass some on (Tel. 853265). Sue 
Ballett (Tel. 854294) would be pleased to hear from you with regard to ideas for stalls.

From the Registers

Baptism
Sunday 24th September –     Evie Baker

Marriage
Saturday 9th September –    Katie Hall and Angus Golding
Saturday 16th September –  Katherine Muddell and Adam Baumer

Funeral
Friday 22nd September -        Peter Wisher

Deep peace of the running wave to you. 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 

Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you.

Moon and stars pour their healing light on you. 
Deep peace of Christ, 

of Christ the light of the world to you. 
Deep peace of Christ to you.
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St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

TLC FOR YOUR GARDEN

Borders, clearing, hedges up to 
6ft maintained.

All weathers
Honest and reliable

Call to arrange a chat
Joe Hashman 07711 023697
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in October

1st October at 9.30am     Harvest Festival
6th October at 8.30am     Church Breakfast
8th October at 11.15am     Parish Communion
15th October       No service at St Thomas’s
22nd October at 11.15am    Matins
29th October                            Team Service at Compton Abbas 

Clerk of Works News
By the time you read this, the North Transept Window should be back in situ, cleaned 
and restored and bringing much better light to that part of the church.
Jon Dakin has organised for new air bricks to be fitted to the church walls which will 
help with the ventilation and circulation of air.  

St Thomas’s Cemetery on the C13
Grateful thanks to Jon Dakin and Robert Crichton, Mark Archer and Nigel Kay for 
mowing and strimming the cemetery across the C13.

Future Dates for your Diary

27th October
Flower Arranging Demonstration in Village Hall – please note new time

St Thomas’s Church Preservation Society
Flower arranging demonstration with Sue Minshaw

on Friday 27th October 
at 3 pm

in Melbury Abbas Village Hall.
Tea and Home Made Cakes

Auction of the flower arrangements.
£8 Entry

2nd December
Christmas Coffee morning in the Village Hall.  10.30 am to 12.30 pm. More details to 
follow.
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Wedding
Elinor Flatman and Phillipe Steedman-Willems were married on August 19th.  The 
church was beautifully decorated and filled for this happy occasion.  They both now live 
in Crawley, having met at University in Brighton.  Elinor works as a G.P. and her husband 
Phillipe is an Auditor.  Elinor was confirmed in St Thomas’s by the Bishop of Salisbury 17 
years ago.  

St John’s, Enmore Green       
  
Sunday 1st October – 6.30pm 
Harvest Praise in St. John’s
An informal service with popular hymns.  

Wednesday 5 October – 10am to 12noon
Coffee morning in the Church Hall
Bring and Buy plus home made cakes. Pop in whenever you can. 
Plant and Produce Stall 
Once again this has been very successful and we are very grateful to everyone who has 
contributed or bought plants and produce. It is quite a social gathering point and has 
raised  £430.00   so far this year. Thank you all very much. 

Future dates for your diary
Tuesday 24th October from 2.30pm, in the Church Hall
Memories of Enmore Green
An opportunity for past and present residents of Enmore Green to come and share their 
memories of people and events in years gone by, over tea and cake.  Ring Elizabeth on 
01747 850654 if you need transport.
Wednesday 1st November  10am to 12noon
Coffee morning in the Church Hall
Home made bread and cakes; gifts, books, and a chance to chat with friends. 
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St Mary’s, Compton Abbas

Services in October
Sunday 1st October     6.00 pm Harvest Festival 
Sunday 15th October 11.15 am Holy Communion with hymns 
Sunday 29th October 10.00 am Team Service at St Mary’s 
Wednesdays    9.00 am Morning Prayer

Harvest Festival and Supper
A reminder that our Harvest Festival, on Sunday 1st October, will be followed by a Bring 
and Share supper in the Church Hall.  Please bring a plate of food to share.  Drinks will 
be provided.  Please invite your friends in the village to come and celebrate with us, 
especially those who are new to Compton Abbas.

Parish Map
It has now been decided that the parish map will be launched on our village Apple 
Day, which the Social Club is organising in Fanner’s Field on Sunday 8th October.  The 
map incorporates most of the things that residents identified, in a questionnaire, as 
distinctive and well-loved features of Compton and Twyford.  It was sponsored by the 
Parish Council and drawn and put together by the members of the parish map group.  
Professionally produced prints of the map will be on sale for £10, with proceeds going 
to the improvement of the Church Hall, and a framed print of the map will be presented 
to the village, to hang in the Hall.

IMPORTANT – Team Service
On Sunday 29th October, for the first time for many years, St Mary’s will be hosting the 
Team Service.  We will be welcoming members of all the other Team churches, many of 
whom have never been to St Mary’s before. There is likely to be a large congregation 
and we are grateful to Stephen and Denise Parsons, for lending one of their fields for 
parking, and to the Dorset Marshals for agreeing to help us with this.
To make sure everything runs smoothly, we will need help with handing out service 
booklets, providing refreshments and directing cars in the car park field.  If you can 
help, in any way, please contact James Miura or Gillian Cross, who will be able to give 
you more details.  This assistance is particularly needed as several regular members of 
the congregation will be away on that Sunday and unable to help.  It will be good to 
have a full church.  Please help us to make everyone feel welcome.
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Team News

Extending help for Sudan

For the last ten years in the Spring, St James’ Church has held an annual ‘Recycling 
and Vintage’ sale in the Town Hall with the proceeds, over £25,000 so far, going to the 
diocese Sudan Medical Link. The idea is simple: we all have too much ‘stuff’, so we have 
a sort-out, de-clutter (which is good for us) and give to raise funds to help those who 
have very little (which is good for them). We used to run it on the basis of leafleting 
St James and collecting donations during the week before the sale. This caused a last 
minute rush, including unsorted donations arriving on the morning of the sale - not 
ideal. 

And we now have the problem that after ten years we may well have cleared out St 
James… This is why we are casting our net wider to include the whole team and also 
now collecting at any time between now and next March (the sale is on the 24th). We 
are also asking if you can think of us if you have to clear a house, shed, garage or attic 
either yourself or for a friend or relative. The success of this year’s sale, which raised 
about £3,500 with more to come, was largely due to us having two ‘house clearances’ 
and the time to clean, sort and price the things we had been given. We were also 
able to take three car loads of tools to Tool-Aid who refurbish them and send them to 
developing countries. We do like to be able to check things over at an early stage as 
what may seem like junk can be very saleable. 

We are also available to explore lofts and report on contents for those who are no 
longer able to climb ladders, with no expectation of donations but as a service to our 
community. 

So, if you have need of assistance or advice if you have somewhere to clear or would 
simply like to know what is in your loft then please contact Julian or Sue Richards on 
851531 (mobile 07974 913878) or  Email julian@archaemedia.co.uk 

A Welsh lad came home from school and told his mother 
he had been given a part in the school play.

‘Wonderful, ‘replies his mother, ‘what part is it?’ 
The boy says, ‘I play the part of the Welsh husband.’ 

The mother scowls and says, ‘Go back and tell your teacher 
you want a speaking part.’ 
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS - 24 HOUR SERVICE - SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS - 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have enough room to 
put them up?

Rate - £35 per head per night, reduced to £30 for associates of locals and 
members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin  bedded room, all en-suite. living room with 
a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

Foot Care
including nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

0748 4855 370

fi onabillfootcare@btinternet.com

Home visits
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Tea and Chat
The October Tea and Chat will be held at Manor Meadow, home of Phil and Rita 
Stranger on Wednesday 18th October at 2.30pm. Everyone welcome 
Thank you Ray and Annie Barnes for hosting in September.

Quiz Night with Fish and Chip Supper Friday 6th October to be held at Manston 
Village Hall. £10 a head. Maximum of 6 to a Team. Tickets will be on sale from 
September. Apply for tickets to Rita Stranger 01258 472331. Soft drinks available.
There will be a raffle. Donations of prizes and help with setting up the hall will be much 
appreciated. 

The Golf Day held on 9th August 
The Golf day raised an amazing £1380. A huge thank you to players and sponsors and 
all who took part in the day. All those who provided food and raffle prizes and helped 
organise the meal in the evening. Special thanks to Alan Roberts, Martin and Elspeth 
Scott and John Stranger  

Services

Sunday 1st October Parish Harvest Praise at St Lukes, West Orchard 11.15 am
Harvest gifts will be auctioned at the end of the service. Proceeds towards the upkeep 
of our churches

St Lukes
We will be decorating the church for harvest on Saturday 30th September during the 
morning. Donations of items and help on the day will be much appreciated.

The local sheriff was looking for a deputy, so Gomer - who was not exactly the  
sharpest knife in the box - went in to try out for the job. 
 “Okay,” the sheriff drawled, “Gomer, what is 1 and 1?” 
 “11” he replied. 

 The sheriff thought to himself, “That’s not what I meant, but he’s right.” 
 “Now Gomer, listen carefully: Who killed Abraham Lincoln?”  
  Gomer looked a little surprised himself, then thought really hard for a minute and      

finally admitted, “I don’t know.”
  “Well, why don’t you go home and work on that one for a while?” 
  So, Gomer wandered over to the pub where his pals were waiting to hear the results 
of the interview. Gomer was exultant. “It went great! First day on the job and I’m already   
working on a murder case!”
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

Our Harvest Festival will be at 11.15am on Sunday October 1st. Please bring gifts of 
non-perishable foods – various tins, packets of pasta, rice, SMASH, dried milk, cereals, 
biscuits, etc – and toiletries. We will be supporting the North Dorset Women’s Refuge, 
Gillingham Food Bank and Shaftesbury Open House food parcels with all our gifts, so 
please be generous.

A Safari Lunch will be held on Saturday 7th October  beginning at 12noon with 
canapés at St Mary’s Church before moving on to other venues for the main course and 
dessert. Come and enjoy some fun, fellowship and good food. Tickets are £15 and are 
available from Liz Pocock telephone 852647 or email jepocock@uwclub.net. 

The next Gathering will be at 9.30am on 15th October. The Gathering is a relaxed 
service that takes place occasionally on the third Sunday of the month.  Each time 
a different subject is chosen and explored through readings, prayers, hymns and 
discussion over coffee. Sometimes we end with a short, informal communion and the 
whole service usually takes about an hour. Recent subjects have been Angels, Creation 
and Justice. All are welcome.

Messy Church will return on October 15th at 3pm in the church. This is an informal, fun 
way of being and doing church with crafts, activities, songs and stories followed by a 
meal. We aim to finish by 5pm. Everyone of any age is welcome.

Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance, All Souls, Thursday 2nd November at 
7.00pm at St Mary’s, Motcombe
This will be a quiet, reflective service of prayers, readings and hymns where we will 
have space and time to remember those who have died, especially those whose 
funerals were held in our churches throughout the Team or taken by our clergy 
elsewhere over the last year. Everyone is welcome from across the Shaftesbury area and 
the outlying villages.

Ghana Trip with Wheels for the World November 2017
In November Jill Jenkinson will be leading another trip to Ghana distributing 
wheelchairs and mobility aids and then staying on for 10 days to work in the children’s 
home ‘Shekinah’.   Last time many people generously donated pants for the children.  
This year they are requesting socks and single sheets.  Further details are available from 
Jill Jenkinson 01747 855476.

Presentation by Colonel John Blashford-Snell OBE Explorer.
Saturday 28th October 2017 6.00 pm The Grove Building, Mere
Tickets £10 per person to include light refreshments.
Col. Blashford-Snell is one of the world’s most renowned and highly respected 
explorers and founder of the registered charity Scientific Exploration Society which has 
its Expedition Base at Motcombe, where he now lives.  He has organised and led more 
than 100 expeditions and this illustrated talk will be “The Eighth Wonder”, led by him.
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It covers the discovery of strange underwater ruins and wrecks by a large team of Royal 
Engineer divers off Paphos, Cyprus. There is also a local connection here in that another 
team member with an important role in that undertaking, then serving with the British 
Army in Cyprus, is living in Mere.
As some of you may know, John is an accomplished and much in demand speaker 
whose presentations are always very interesting and often appropriately humorous. 
There will be time for questions and comments afterwards.
Tickets available from Mere Library Tues, Thurs and Fri 9.30 am - 5.00 pm, Sat 9.30 am 
- 1.00 pm. All proceeds including from the raffle will go to the Scientific Exploration 
Society registered charity No 267410. Contact: Ros Wardall 07928 305003.

Remembering Frank Heels

On Friday 22nd September we said goodbye to a great stalwart of Motcombe, Frank 
Heels, who died in Salisbury Hospital on 24th August, aged 90 years. 
Frank spent many years working for London County Council (as it was then)and later 
the Greater London Council in varying capacities until his retirement in 1986. This long 
employment had been broken during the war when Frank joined first the RAF and later 
the Royal Fusiliers. 
Frank lived in Buckinghamshire with his first wife and their two children, Vivien and 
Geoffrey. In 1970 he married Jill and they bought 8 Church Walk in Motcombe as a 
weekend and holiday retreat before moving there permanently in 1982. So began 
Frank’s long relationship with the Memorial Hall where he was variously secretary, 
vice-chairman, trustee and secretary to the trustees, and with the Parish Council where 
he became a councillor in 1989 and chairman in 1995, finally retiring as a councillor in 
2003.
Jill and Frank moved to Freshfields in Bittles Green in 1990 where they tended a 
wonderful garden. Sadly Jill died of cancer in 2007, but Frank continued to be a much 
loved figure in the village. His friendship and hospitality were well known and he was 
always ready to offer help and advice. He will be much missed by his many friends here 
in Motcombe and further afield.
Frank was able to enjoy his 90th birthday surrounded by family and friends in the 
Memorial Hall on 12th August before succumbing to his illness. May you rest in peace, 
Frank.

Services in October

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday, and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.
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Sunday 1 Oct 11.15am   Harvest Thanksgiving Communion
  2pm   Baptism of Madison Toogood

Thursday 5 Oct 2.30pm    Motcombe School Harvest Festival

Sunday 8 Oct 9.30am   Parish Communion 

Sunday 15 Oct 8am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
                  9.30am   The Gathering
  3pm    Messy Church

Wed 18 Oct          11am   Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange

Sunday 22 Oct 9.30am   Parish Communion 

Sunday 29 Oct  10am   Team Communion at St Mary’s Church, Compton Abbas 

Motcombe School News

Introducing the new Principal

My name is Matt Barge and I am delighted to be able to introduce myself as the new 
Principal of Motcombe Primary School.  
Having been the headteacher of Milton-on-Stour Primary School for the last 6 years, 
I am looking forward to taking on the exciting opportunity of leading Motcombe 
Primary School.  During my first week it has been amazing to be a part of such a 
wonderful school community. Working with a great team of staff and supported by 
parents and fantastic children.
I have joined the school at a time when it is flourishing with a record number on roll of 
174 children in 7 single age classes.  The school is currently graded as good by Ofsted 
and Oustanding by SIAMs (Church Inspection).  The school performance is consistently 
above national averages and we hope to build on these successes in the coming 
months and years.
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5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com
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Christian Light Bulbs
How many Christians does it take to change a light bulb?

Charismatic: Only 1 
Hands already in the air.

Pentecostal: 10 
One to change the bulb, and nine to pray against the spirit of darkness.

Presbyterians: None 
Lights will go on and off at predestined times.

Roman Catholic: None 
Candles only.

Baptists: At least 15 
One to change the light bulb, and three committees to approve the change and decide 

who brings the potato salad and fried chicken.

Mormons: 5 
One man to change the bulb, and four wives to tell him how to do it.

Unitarians: 
We choose not to make a statement either in favour of or against the need for a light 
bulb. However, if in your own journey you have found that light bulbs work for you, 
that is fine. You are invited to write a poem or compose a modern dance about your 

light bulb for the next Sunday service, in which we will explore a number of light bulb 
traditions, including incandescent, fluorescent, 3-way, long-life and tinted, all of which 

are equally valid paths to luminescence.

Methodists: Undetermined 
Whether your light is bright, dull, or completely out, you are loved. You can be a light 

bulb, turnip bulb, or tulip bulb. Church wide lighting service is planned for Sunday. Bring 
a bulb of your choice and a covered dish.

Lutherans: None 
Lutherans don’t believe in change.

Amish:  

What is a light bulb?
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE NOVEMBER ISSUE IS 
FRIDAY 10TH OCTOBER 

AT 5PM
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In your time of need we are here to take 
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Newbury
Gillingham
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Tel:  01747 822494

Newell
Sherborne

Dorset
DT9 4EZ

Tel:  01935 813479

Dignity Caring Funeral Services
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Memorial Consultants
Floristry Advice
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Part of Dignity plc.  A British Company



A time to be born, 
and a time to die; a 
time to plant, and 

a time to pluck 
up that which is 

planted;.....A time 
to weep, and a time 
to laugh; a time to 

mourn, and a time to 
dance.

Ecclesiastes 3


