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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                    01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy.mais47@gmail.com

Curate:   The Revd Kevin Martin kevin@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 

Helen & Pam have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Katy Ashman                               01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 



3

Leading Article
One of the things I love about taking services in our care homes is the way that the 
residents remember favourite hymns and the words of the Lord’s Prayer, even when 
many other memories have faded away. There are some things that just stick in our 
minds. In a similar way, I can join in with the lyrics of an enormous number of old 
and unfashionable songs, simply because Radio Two was nearly always on in the 
background at home when I was a child. When I trained to be a vicar I also found that 
I knew by heart the music we sing some of the words to in a traditional Matins service 
– somehow those short chants had seeped into my bones during the years when I 
went to a small village church. These are the things we find out we have remembered 
without even trying to learn them. 

But there are other things that we know very early on that we will want to remember 
– we’re not going to leave it to chance. We take pictures at weddings to remind us of 
a special day and at sadder times we might keep a list of who came to the funeral of 
a loved one, so we can look back and know who shared that time with us. When we 
come together in church to worship on a Sunday we say the Creed together, so that we 
remind ourselves each week what it is that we believe and which binds us together as a 
community.

November is an important time for remembering in the life of the church. November 
2nd is given the name ‘All Souls Day’, because we remember the people we have loved 
who have died, whether recently or perhaps many years ago. Many churches have 
services in early November when people can come together to thank God for loved 
ones who have died and to pray. Our churches share in this tradition and there will be 
two ‘All Souls’ services this year, one at St Mary’s, Motcombe at 7pm on All Souls’ Day 
itself, Thursday 2nd November, and another at St Peter’s, Shaftesbury, at 4pm on Sunday 
5th November, with tea, cake, and time to chat afterwards. If there is someone you would 
like to remember, you would be very welcome to join us at either service. You don’t 
need to be a regular churchgoer or to live in the parish where the service happens, just 
go to whichever service is easiest for you to get to.

November also brings us Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday, when we 
remember the ending of wars as a way of reaffirming our commitment to peace. When 
we remember our loved ones at the beginning of November, we do so because we 
don’t want them to be gone from our lives. Remembrance Sunday is very different – we 
make an effort as a society to remember the tragedy of war in the hope that doing so 
will make it less likely to be part of our future. In different ways these memories run 
through our lives as individuals and as a community and shape who we are, just as the 
words of the Lord’s Prayer can stick in our minds and bring us close to God when we 
may have forgotten much we once knew. 

When the Bible talks about remembering, it’s often either God remembering His 
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people or the people remembering God. St Luke tells us that one of the criminals 
who was crucified with Jesus said to him, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.” And Jesus replied to him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.” As we are remembering together this month, we’ll also be praying that God 
will remember us, this world He has made, and those we have loved, so that we too will 
know the blessings of his kingdom.

May God bless you this November and always,

Helen

LPA News

On Wednesday evening I attended the ordination service for Kevin our new curate. 
During the service the Bishop described the role of a Deacon. This set me thinking. How 
would I describe the role of an LPA?
I believe LPAs are called to work with Helen our Rector and the other vicars in the 
team to respond to any needs that may arise. These may include home communions, 
providing services for nursing homes and hospital visiting. They are to serve in the 
community in which they are set. 
LPAs have ongoing training, including safeguarding and regular pastoral care meetings 
to discuss present and future need. 

Mindy Bennett

Apology

A poem published In September’s issue of Key Ring entitled “The Tree”  by prolific 
poet and translator James Kirkup was mistakenly shown as being written by a young 
lady aged 11.  It was in fact submitted by the young lady, Tirion, via her grandmother, 
and demonstrated her unusually mature appreciation of the beauty of the English 
language.  My apologies to all concerned for any embarrassment this error may have 
caused.

Wendy Tindall-Shepherd
Editor 

~000~

~000~
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Team Retreat News

On 22nd September twenty-one of us met at Abbey House, Glastonbury, for our annual 
team retreat.  Most people were members of the Shaftesbury Team, but we were very 
pleased to welcome people from two other parishes and we were delighted that the 
retreat was led by Revd Canon Jane Charman, the Diocesan Director of Ministry.
Jane led us to consider various aspects of our lives, basing each of her talks on a 
particular psalm.  She used a variety of music and pictures and left us with a rich list 
of resources to draw on.  We are very grateful to her for coming and for leading such a 
memorable retreat.  
Sadly, this will be our last retreat at Glastonbury, as Abbey House will cease to be a 
retreat house at the end of 2017.   This seems a good time to consider the future of the 
retreat and what will best meet the needs of people in the Team.  If you would like to 
say something about this, please talk to Revd Helen.
         
Gillian Cross

Retreat 2018

With the sad news that Abbey House is closing, some regular retreat participants have 
been  researching possibilities for a future venue.  We hope to arrange a booking for the 
weekend 21-23 September 2018 at the Greenhouse Christian Retreat and Conference 
Centre in Poole (www.the-greenhouse.org), at a price very similar to the charge for 
Abbey House in the last couple of years.  The venue can accommodate a few more 
people than usually came to Glastonbury.  More details in the new year, but contact 
Michael Pattison (m.a.pattison@gmail.com) or Revd Kevin Martin for more information.  
There are also discussions in progress about a team quiet away day earlier in the year, 
possibly at Hilfield Friary.  

mailto:m.a.pattison@gmail.com
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Christmas Coffee Morning
Saturday 2nd December

10.30am - 12.30pm

Gifts, Cakes, Bric-a-brac, Books, Raffle, Christmas decora-
tions, Wreaths, Local producers’ stalls including Honey, 

Leather goods, Alpaca socks, Candles, Charcuterie

Have coffee, a slice of cake and a chat in our cafe corner

Melbury Abbas Village Hall

Everyone very welcome

ST THOMAS’S MELBURY ABBAS PRESERVATION SOCIETY

ST JAMES’ CHRISTMAS FAIR

Shaftesbury Town Hall

25th November

10am - 2pm

A wonderful selection of home-made cakes, preserves, gifts, decorations and much 
more.......

Try your luck on the Tombola stall or treat yourself to a cup of coffee - maybe 
a bacon or vegetarian bap - so why not come along - browse - shop - refresh - 

chat!
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St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

TLC FOR YOUR GARDEN

Borders, clearing, hedges up to 
6ft maintained.

All weathers
Honest and reliable

Call to arrange a chat
Joe Hashman 07711 032697

andrewward57@btinternet.com
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St Peter’s 

September drew big congregations to St Peter’s for several special services.  The major 
team event was the ordination of the Revd Kevin Martin by the Bishop of Salisbury, 
which saw the church packed to maximum capacity, with our own congregation and 
choir enhanced by many from other team churches, Kevin’s family and supporters, 
and an outstanding turnout of robed clergy from the team and diocese.   When 
all moved into an even more crowded church hall for excellent refreshments, the 
mood of this very happy and special occasion was maintained for some time longer.  
Congratulations to all involved in organising and managing the whole of that evening’s 
memorable programme.

The church was full again on October 1 for the Harvest Festival Family Service, 
when we welcomed large numbers of family and friends who came to support an 
excellent turnout of children from Shaftesbury Primary School. Those additional visitors 
will have enjoyed the children’s singing as much as did St Peter’s regulars, and the 
enlarged congregation made generous donations of provisions for the Gillingham 
Food Bank. We hope many of our guests that day will come back for other services.  
Thanks go to the team who served a delicious and convivial festival lunch in the church 
hall a little later in the day.

There were also large attendances earlier in the month both for Kate Harrison’s 
funeral and the thanksgiving service for Mary Hawkins.  Such events provide a 
regular reminder that our small town attracts people who have lived fascinating lives 
elsewhere before settling in and around Shaftesbury, yet often many of us only get to 
learn where or what our fellow parishioners have been when we join family in paying 
tribute once they are gone.  How can we do better?

The official count for diocesan purposes in late spring showed that our congregation 
continues to grow gently, which we hope will be confirmed when we do our own count 
early in the new year.

Operation Christmas Child 
Time for collection and blessing of shoe boxes
If you have been following the 10-month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in need, this 
month we will be finishing off our shoe boxes ready for collection in church on the 
revised date Sunday November 12th at the 9.30 service. If you have made a puppet, 
lay it on top of the other items, otherwise see if any are available from other members 
of the congregation. Include a Christmas card or a photograph of yourself and make 
sure you have not included anything of a political, religious or racial nature. Finally 
make the on-line donation for the cost of transporting the box or put the suggested 
amount, £5, in the envelope from the leaflets which should still be available in the 
church, put a strong elastic band around your shoe box, and stick the appropriate label 
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in the top right hand corner, indicating the suggested age range for your box.  If you 
are unable to bring in your box on November 12, please contact Elizabeth Selwood to 
make an alternative arrangement (tande.selwood@gmail.com).

Church Hall Garden
Many of us may be unaware that St Peter’s estate includes a small piece of ground at 
the back of the hall, running along the rear of No3 Gold Hill (whose new occupier has, 
we understand, been kind enough to take a strimmer to it every few months since 
moving in.)  It is probably best known to those who take on tasks in the tiny kitchen, 
where for many years they will occasionally have glanced down on a small urban 
jungle developing below.   Our deputy churchwarden decided this needed to be taken 
in hand, so Florence assembled what she thought was a select group of some five 
volunteers to set about clearing the growth on a Tuesday morning in October.  In the 
event, more like twenty people showed up for part or all of the morning, bringing their 
tools and waste bags and tackling the task with gusto.  Those who came were also 
intrigued by the opportunity to look over our boundaries to see what has or has not 
been done with the neighbouring spaces.  Two full car loads of yard waste were taken 
up to the recycling centre, and by noon the jungle had disappeared leaving a neat 
space ready for the next stage of improvement. The task force was due to return for 
that shortly after press date.  The hard core of the team retired to a nearby home for a 
convivial lunch to celebrate the morning’s efforts.  By the time you read this, Before and 
After pictures will have been posted in church and on the website. 

COFFEE MORNING  
in support of Disaster relief charities.  
On Saturday 4th November 10.30–12.30 there will be a coffee morning in the church to 
raise funds to help victims of the man-made & natural disasters that have happened 
this year. Proceeds will be split between three of the UK-based major charities that help 
when disaster strikes; Oxfam, assisting after South Asian floods, Mexican earthquake, 
Yemen famine, East Africa Famine & Syrian crisis, British Red Cross helping after the 
hurricanes, & Save the Children Fund helping after the hurricanes & earthquake, also 
helping in the Syrian crisis, South Asia flood & Sierra Leone mud slide. In addition to 
a raffle there will be the following stalls: cakes, produce, crafts, books & DVDs, & gifts. 
Your contributions will be gratefully received as well as your support on the day. 
Contributions & enquiries to Elizabeth Selwood.
 
“A NIGHT TO REMEMBER” 
18th November 7.30pm 
Variety show in St Peter’s in aid of Headsmart and The Akamba Fund. Tickets available 
from Shaftesbury Arts Centre and Robert Frith Gillingham.  Adults £10 children £8. 
Further information please contact Eleanor Wetherilt at eleanor.wetherilt@yahoo.co.uk
 

mailto:eleanor.wetherilt@yahoo.co.uk


10

From the Registers 
Baptism 
24 September: Margot-Rose Alexandria Rios

November Diary (as at press time: check pew sheets/website for updates)  

Sat 4th     10.30–12.30         Coffee morning for disaster relief – see above

Thurs 9th     10.30am           Little Fishes toddler group in church

Sat 11th          8.30am           Men’s Breakfast

Sat 18th        10.30am          Doughnut Time

       7.30pm           Concert; “A Night to Remember “ - see above

Sun 19th                                Town Centre closed to traffic for market

Mon 20th       7.30pm          PCC Meeting

Thurs 23th 10.30am,         Little Fishes toddler group in church

Sat 25th                                   Evening Concert; Mill Singers (With Jubilate;) Time TBC

Tue 28th                 am           Primary school carol singing

       7.30pm          Sing and Praise 

Coffee Morning at St Peter’s

On Saturday 4th November, from 10.30am to 12.30pm there will be a Coffee 
Morning in the church to raise funds to help victims of the man-made and natural 

disasters that have happened this year.

Proceeds will be split between three of the UK based major charities which help 
when disaster strikes:  Oxfam, British Red Cross and Save the Children.

In addition to a raffle there will be the following stalls: cakes, produce, crafts, 
books, DVDs and gifts.

Your contributions, as well as your support on the day, will be gratefully received. 

Contributions and enquiries to Elizabeth Selwood
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018
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St James’ Church

Sudan Medical Link 
As an appreciation of the excellent work of Julian, Sue and many other members of 
St James’ Church who annually contribute a substantial sum to this charity, Bishop 
Nicholas and his wife Helen invited us to a Garden Tea Party on Saturday 16 September 
at the South Canonry. Seventeen attended and were treated to a superb tea, the 
weather being kind and allowing us to take full advantage of their garden. During the 
tea the Rev Ian Woodward, who is the main link in our Diocese to South Sudan, gave 
an update on the current situation, having only recently returned from a fact finding 
mission to both South and North Sudan. 
 
Bishop Nicholas expressed the grateful thanks of the Diocese to Julian and his many 
helpers and after Julian had thanked the bishop and Helen for their kindness, several 
adjourned to the cathedral for Evensong, a great way to complete a most pleasant 
afternoon. Unfortunately heavy rain prevented us leaving the cloisters for some time 
afterwards, but we left with a good understanding of the hopes of many for this 
troubled country.  
M.W.

Dorset Historic Churches ‘Ride & Stride’ Sat 9th September
Seven stalwart members of St James’ braved storm and tempest (well, not quite!) 
striding across the countryside visiting six local churches to raise funds for this 
worthwhile cause. We parked at Hamoon church then walked to Manston church; from 
there on to West Orchard and across to East Orchard to have a welcome coffee break 
at Oaklands, where we had the chance to dry off and warm up again. Round two was 
a visit to St Thomas’, East Orchard (which is to be taken down as it is unstable), on to 
Margaret Marsh and the last long lap to Stour Row church, which is now closed.  Thanks 
to generous sponsorship we raised £100 for the fund, half of which we hope to get 
back from Historic Churches Trust.  Many thanks to all who sponsored us and took part.   
P.F. 

Pilgrim Service – Sunday 8th October
The theme of this month’s service was ‘Harvest of Faith’. If you would like a change from 
the more traditional worship, you might find that this service quenches a thirst!  The 
language speaks to us at whatever stage we are in our own journey, and is interspersed 
with songs from the Celtic tradition. We share friendship and refreshments afterwards. 
Our next Pilgrim Service is on Sunday 12th November at 6.00pm. Do join us – you will 
be very welcome! 
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Jazz Concert Saturday 11th November at 7pm 
David Gordon Trio  Appartmento 

We are fortunate to have booked the David Gordon Trio for a concert in St James’ 
Church on the above date. The trio, with a guest Bass Player, has a space in a busy 
programme – they are mostly at the London Jazz Festival for a week in November.  
 
David writes...’Our latest project pays homage to great masters of C18 Italian music 
to create a new kind of jazz..’ The title refers to the partimento approach to music that 
influenced the whole of Europe. The set will also include some of David’s and some of 
Rosario Bonaccorsa’s beautiful and haunting compositions.
 
David Gordon is a well known and brilliant keyboard player who some of you may 
well have listened to at one of the Sherborne music festival concerts as well as various 
prestigious venues all over the UK and Europe. Paul Cavaciuti is  a well known and 
accomplished percussion player, at present resident in New York and they are joined 
for this week in November by Rosario, one of Italy’s best and most in-demand jazz bass 
players.  www.davidgordontrio.com
 
Do keep the date free for this event which promises to be very special. We are very 
fortunate that the trio is willing to come all this way for an evening of joy and delight – 
and wonderful music! Tickets £10, to include wine and nibbles, from Andie Blows (Tel. 
853088) or Tourist Information Centre (Tel. 853514).

Other Dates for Your Diary
Home Grown Hotpot & Performance - Friday 17th November 6.30pm for 7.00pm
The meal will be served at 6.45pm followed by entertainment. There will be  a choice 
of meat or vegetarian hotpot with crusty bread and cheeseboard followed by various 
crumbles with custard or cream. Please bring your own wine. Soft drinks and tea/coffee 
will be provided. Retiring collection for St James’ Church & Community Fund.
     Those wishing to perform (up to 5 minute slot) please contact Philippa (philippacf@
gmail.com Tel 812365) or fill in the list at the back of church stating briefly what it is you 
will be doing.  A programme will be drawn up. EVERYONE IS WELCOME but please make 
contact for catering purposes.  Friday 17th November 6.30 for 7.00pm

Christmas Fair at the Town Hall - Saturday 25th November  
(See Team Section)

Abbey School
A highlight of this half of the Autumn term is always Harvest Festival in St. James 
church. The church was beautifully decorated with the children’s art work and packed 
with families and friends. Revd Jeremy Mais conducted the service and the many gifts 
of food items were greatly appreciated by the Trussell Trust food bank. Each year group 
provided paintings, prayers, poems or songs, to the great delight of the congregation.

http://www.davidgordontrio.com/
mailto:philippacfr@gmail.com
mailto:philippacfr@gmail.com
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Other recent activities included visits from the NSPCC. Key Stage 1 had an assembly 
about keeping safe and learning about Childline and Key Stage 2 had a separate 
assembly and workshops with NSPCC staff. This is an important part of the school’s 
duty to safeguard children.
Another event was the 5 yearly SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist 
Schools). This especially looks at Abbey’s distinctiveness as a church school. 
The Macmillan coffee and cake sale at the school raised over £360, thanks to the efforts 
of staff and parents.
Joan Batchelor has resigned as Chair of the Governors and Ed Denham is the new Chair. 
Joan has worked hard and contributed greatly to the success of the school and will be 
missed.

From the Registers

Marriage Saturday 30th September – Tyler Barnes and Jessica Down

Marking Remembrance Sunday in the Shaftesbury Team
Sunday 12th November 2017

     9.30am        St James’ Sung BCP Communion for Remembrance Sunday

   10.00am        Motcombe  Remembrance Service

   10.45am        St Peter’s  Remembrance Service

   10.50am        Margaret Marsh Remembrance Service

   10.55am        Compton Abbas   Remembrance Service

  10.55am         Melbury Abbas    Remembrance Service

   11.15am        Enmore Green Parish Communion for Remembrance Sunday     
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5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Wednesday 1st  November – Coffee Morning  
In the Church Hall 10.00am to 12 noon
Coffee and Chat
With homemade bread and cakes and Bring and Buy.

Remembrance Day - Saturday 11 November
10.50pm at the War Memorial in Enmore Green
Coffee in the Church Hall after the service. 

Sunday 19 November – My life in Antiques – Matthew Lacey 
2.30pm in the Church 
Matthew Lacey, a partner in the well known Auction House, Bonhams, will centre his 
Talk around the Auction business and his involvement in it. 
Tickets are £6.00 to include Tea and Cake.  There will be reserved seating so book your 
seats now!
Matthew will illustrate his Talk with items brought along by members of the audience.   
We cannot guarantee that he will be able to include every item and we would want to 
have a good mix so, if you have something in your home that you would like Matthew 
to look at, please let us have a short description of the item and we can put a list 
together.   
Please send your cheque made out to the Friends of St. John’s to Jo Churchill, 6 Long 
Cross, Enmore Green Shaftesbury SP7 8QP with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Looking Ahead

Saturday 7  December – Advent Coffee Morning 
in the Church Hall 10.00am to 12 noon 
Please note the change of day to Saturday and join us for Christmas Cheer! 
With homemade bread and cakes, Christmas cards and Bring and Buy. 
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Tea and Chat
Thank you Ray and Annie Barnes for hosting in September.

Christmas Bazaar 
Saturday 2nd December at Higher Keybrook Farm, home of Michael and Angela Bone.
Now the darker nights have arrived it is a perfect time for some crafting or baking for 
the sales table. Raffle prizes too please, anything to get us into the festive spirit.
Offers of help on the day much appreciated.
Please contact Angela on 01747-812278.

Plant Sale. 
The Orchards will host the 2018 Plant Sale. Please let Rita Stranger know if you would 
like to hold the event. 

Fish and Chip Quiz. 
This was a hugely successful event. Special thanks to David and Lynn Kerswell, 
Quizmaster and Scorer, our helpers on the night and Phil Stranger who did the Fish and 
Chip run.

Services
Remembrance Sunday 12th November. 
This special service will be held at St Margaret’s, Margaret Marsh starting at 10.50am

For your diaries our Christmas Services this year will be

Carol Service Thursday 21st of December at 6.30 pm at St Luke’s West Orchard
Christmas Day Communion  at St Margaret’s Margaret Marsh. Time to be confirmed.

From the Margaret Marsh Registers

Marriage   8th July               Cally Raymond and Robert Forward
Funeral      August               Peter William Stratton
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS - 24 HOUR SERVICE - SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS - 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have enough room to 
put them up?

Rate - £35 per head per night, reduced to £30 for associates of locals and 
members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin  bedded room, all en-suite. living room with 
a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

Foot Care
including nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

0748 4855 370

fi ona _billfootcare@btinternet.com

Home visits
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe
Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance for All Souls, Thursday 2nd November 
at 7.00pm at St Mary’s, Motcombe
This will be a quiet, reflective service of prayers, readings and hymns where we will 
have space and time to remember those who have died, especially those whose 
funerals were held in our churches throughout the Team or taken by our clergy 
elsewhere over the last year. Everyone is welcome from across the Shaftesbury area and 
the outlying villages.

Remembrance Sunday, 12th November. Our service will begin at 10.00am in St 
Mary’s Church. We will present flags, colours and wreaths in church, followed by 
the service. Our speaker will be Graham Dunlop, previously of the Royal Marines. At 
10.45am we will process to the War Memorial for the Act of Remembrance and the 
Silence.

Ghana Trip with Wheels for the World, November 2017
In November Jill Jenkinson will be leading another trip to Ghana distributing 
wheelchairs and mobility aids and then staying on for ten days to work in the children’s 
home ‘Shekinah’.  Last time many people generously donated pants for the children.  
This year they are requesting socks (especially white socks) and single sheets.  Further 
details are available from Jill Jenkinson 01747 855476

Can you knit? Would you like to knit? Would you knit (or crochet) for Peace? 
Knit for Peace is an initiative that grew out of projects in Rwanda and India bringing 
together women of hostile communities (Hutus and Tutsis, Muslims and Hindus, etc) 
to knit clothes for street children and orphans. Today, Knit for Peace distributes to over 
200 outlets worldwide including many in the UK. St Mary’s Church is keen to support 
this initiative but a knitting group needs leaders (note plural).  If you think you could 
help by being part of a leadership team to start this initiative in St Mary’s Church please 
contact Lynda Maynard on 01747 855070 or lyndaamaynard@gmail.com.

A Concert in aid of the North Dorset Women’s Refuge will be held on Sunday 19th 
November at 3.00pm in St Mary’s Church. Watch out for posters with more information, 
but put the date in your diary now.

Rock Nativity! This lively musical based on The Nativity will be performed in St Peter’s,  
Shaftesbury,  St. James, and St Mary’s, Motcombe on 7-9 December. David Grierson will 
direct the singing and Rosie King the acting. If you enjoyed Joseph and His Amazing 
Technicolour Dream Coat, and Godspell, you will enjoy this 70s take on the Nativity.  
Put the date in your diary now.

The Children’s Society Annual Quiz Night takes place in Motcombe Memorial Hall on 
Saturday 28th October 2017,  7pm for 7.30pm. Teams of up to six are invited to take part 
and enjoy a generous ploughman’s supper, including dessert and coffee. Tickets £10 
per head available from Karen Dickson (Tel: 855343). 
 

mailto:lyndaamaynard@gmail.com
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Services in November

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday, and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.
Thursday 02 Nov                    7.00pm         Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance 
                                                                            (see above) 
Sunday 05 Nov  11.15am         Parish Communion (BCP)
Sunday 12 Nov  10.00am         Service for Remembrance Sunday (see above)
Wednesday 15 Nov 11.00am         Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange
Sunday 19 Nov    8.00am         Holy Communion (BCP)
     9.30am         Parish Communion 
Sunday 26 Nov    9.30am         Parish Communion
Sunday 03 Dec  11.15am         Parish Communion (BCP)

St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Simon is back - Hurrah

Services in November

5th November          9.30 am  Parish Communion - All Saints Day 
10th November       8.30 am  Church Breakfast.
12th November    10.45 am  Service of Remembrance
19th November                      No service at St Thomas’s
26th November    11.15 am  Matins - Stir-Up Sunday

Harvest Festival
Melbury Abbas celebrated Harvest Festival in two instalments.  The church of St 
Thomas’s was beautifully decorated with flowers and fruit.  We are fortunate in having 
so many good flower arrangers.  Revd Jeremy Mais led an uplifting service.  This was 
followed by an enjoyable and tasty Harvest Lunch in the village hall, organised by 
the Millennium Group and attended by villagers of all ages including some fairly new 
arrivals to Melbury.  Both occasions reflected good village fellowship.

Clerk of Works News. 
The North Transept Window is now back in situ, cleaned and restored and bringing 
much better light to that part of the church.
Jon Dakin has arranged for new air bricks to be fitted to the church walls which will 
help with the ventilation and circulation of air.  
There is a plan to make up two signs ‘To the Church’ and install them on the A350 and 
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C13. 
There will be a free supply of well rotted compost for collection if anyone is interested, 
as there is a plan to put a fence around the compost heap.

Church Mowing
Many thanks to all those on the churchyard mowing rota.  This is organised by Colin 
Sandbach.  The churchyard always looks tidy and cared for, which is not the easiest of 
achievements with our inclement weather.

PCC 
Following appeals for more help with church matters, Juliet Bichard has volunteered to 
take over from Alan Kirkham as Treasurer of the PCC.  Everyone is most grateful to her 
for coming forward and also to Alan for his sterling work over the past few years.

Future Dates for your Diary

Saturday 2nd December

 ST THOMAS’S CHURCH PRESERVATION SOCIETY
CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING

Saturday 2nd December from 10.30 to 12.30
In Melbury Abbas Village Hall

Gifts, Cakes, Bric-a-brac, Books, Raffle, Christmas decorations and Wreaths,
Local producers stalls including Honey, Leather goods, Candles and Charcuterie

Sit down for coffee, home-made cake and a chat in our café corner.

Saturday 16th December
Christmas flower arranging - Starting at 10am, we will be decorating the church with 
foliage and berries ready for the carol service on 17th December. Gifts of suitable 
foliage and berries would be much appreciated. 
To facilitate planning, if anyone on the flower rota is unable to come, please let either 
Valerie or Ann know. We look forward to seeing you all there. 
Valerie and Annstmas f



26

Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

Situated in Shaftesbury our homes have been providing the highest
quality care for 28 years.  We warmly welcome residents at all levels of

dependency and our dedicated team provide for detailed individual needs.

If you would like to visit us, please call on

01747 854699 (Castle Hill) 01747 852860 (Cedars)

Email:  admin@cedarscastlehill.co.uk
   Web:  www.cedarscastlehill.co.uk
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Christian Aid Quiz
with Ploughman’s Supper

Friday, 3rd November 
6.30 for 7pm

Father’s House

Suggested donation £6.00

Any queries to Gill Hunt



St Mary’s Compton Abbas
Services in November
Sunday 5th   November            8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 12th November        10.55 am Remembrance Service 
Sunday 29th November      11.15 am Holy Communion with hymns 
Wednesdays          9.00 am Morning Prayer

Team Service

Thank you to everyone who offered to help with the Team Service in October when 
we were planning to hold it at St Mary’s.  We tried very hard to make that possible, 
but we were defeated by the lack of parking space.  We are grateful to Denise and 
Stephen Parsons for being prepared to lend us a field on the other side of the A350.  
Unfortunately, it was decided that, even with marshals, it would be too dangerous to 
have lots of people crossing the road at that point, so the service had to be transferred 
to St James. 
     We should very much like to host the Team Service at some point in the future, if we 
can think of a way to solve the parking problem.  Please let us know if you can suggest 
any way of doing that!

House Group plan

It has been suggested that Melbury and Compton Abbas should have a joint church 
house group, to give members of both churches an opportunity to get to know each 
other and find out more about the Bible together.  Everyone is welcome.  If you are 
interested in being involved, or if you would like to know more, please contact Gillian 
Cross (gillian@gilliancross.co.uk  01747 811263).

Parish Map

The Parish Map has now been printed and A3 sized copies are available for sale at £10 
a copy, with all proceeds going towards the improvement of the Church Hall.  The map 
was launched at Compton Abbas Apple Day, where it was very much admired.  A copy 
is currently being framed and will be presented to the Hall.  The map was sponsored by 
the Parish Council and drawn and put together by members of the parish map group.  
It incorporates most of the things that residents singled out as distinctive and well-
loved features of Compton and Twyford.  If you would like to buy one, please contact 
Gillian Cross for details.

Remembrance Service

Our Remembrance Service will be held at 10.55am on Sunday 12th November in church.  
The village war memorial is on the side wall of the Lady Chapel and the names it carries 
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will be read out as part of the service.  If you would like to know more about the men 
we remember in this way, you can read details of their lives in the Lady Chapel and also 
in the Church Hall.

Tea and Stories

We’re planning to hold another Tea and Stories session this term, for young children 
and their parents and carers.  Watch for details in the next issue of  Key Ring, and on the 
village website and notice boards or contact Kelly Oakley (812663) or Gillian Cross.

Results
 
A minister dies and is waiting in line at the Pearly Gates. Ahead of him is a guy who’s 
dressed in sunglasses, a loud shirt, leather jacket, and jeans.

Saint Peter addresses this guy, ‘Who are you, so that I may know whether or not to 
admit you to the Kingdom of Heaven?’

The guy replies, ‘I’m Joe Cohen, taxi driver, of New York City.’

St. Peter consults his list. He smiles and says to the taxi driver, ‘Take this silken robe and 
golden staff and enter the Kingdom of Heaven.’

The taxi driver goes into Heaven with his robe and staff, and it’s the minister’s turn. He 
stands erect and booms out, ‘I am Joseph Snow, pastor of Calvary Church for the last 
forty-three years.’

St Peter consults his list.

He says to the minister, ‘Take this cotton robe and wooden staff and enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven.’

‘Just a minute,’ says the minister. ‘That man was a taxi driver, and he gets a silken robe 
and golden staff. How can this be?’

‘Up here, we work by results,’ says Saint Peter. ‘While you preached, people slept, while 
he drove, people prayed.’ 
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HOSTING WITH HOSTUK 2017

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares. Hebrews 13:2

How true such advice can be. Hospitality is an equal partnership, the feel-good factor of 
offering it and the delight in receiving it.
HOST UK is a charity whose mission is to give a welcome to international students in 
British homes for friendship and cultural exchange. Whilst not a faith-based charity, it 
values the offers of hospitality that result from awareness-raising in Churches through 
parish news and word of mouth. 
If you are unable to travel abroad, have “abroad” come to you! Our students are both 
curious and fascinated by our traditions and happy to fully participate in everyday life. 
If you have a curiosity about exotic places, or desire to improve a second language, or 
want your children to encounter those of other cultures and countries, we can offer 
all of this. Our international students bring something really special to such a visit and 
experiences become treasured memories for all and forever. 
Whilst we operate all year round Christmas or New Year is an especially valuable time to 
enjoy welcoming guests into your home.  
Consider what faces the international student this Christmas; a lonely hall of residence 
compounded with the uncertainty of their welcome from a Brexiting Britain. They 
may also be from a country experiencing conflict or natural disaster and if none of this 
applies, then they are invariably far from home, family and loved ones. 
Hospitality can be offered for one day (daytime only), three days and two nights at the 
weekend, or at New Year, or four days and three nights during the Christmas festive 
period. 
The choice is yours. And remember...your offer can be made at any time of the year.
If you should like to know more please look at our website:   www.hostuk.org   
Or email us on: info@hostuk.org 
Or telephone us on: 020 7739 6292 

http://www.hostuk.org
mailto:info@hostuk.org
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE DECEMBER-JAN-
UARY ISSUE IS FRIDAY 

10TH NOVEMBER
AT 5PM

To advertise here contact the 
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@Sha� esbury 

CofE.org.uk

In your time of need we are here 
to take care of all your funeral 

requirements

Call us 24 hours a day

Newbury
Gillingham

Dorset
SP8 4QL

Tel:  01747 822494

Newell
Sherborne

Dorset
DT9 4EZ

Tel:  01935 813479

Dignity Caring Funeral Ser-
vices

Pre Paid Funeral Plans avail-
able

Memorial Consultants
Floristry Advice

Funeral Stationery

Part of Dignity plc.  A British Company



And the LORD spoke unto Moses, 

saying,

Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, 

saying,  

In this way you shall bless the 

children of Israel, saying unto them:

The LORD bless you and keep you:

The LORD make his face shine 

upon you, and be gracious unto you:

The LORD lift up his countenance 

upon you, and give you peace.

NUMBERS 6: vv 22-26


