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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                    01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy.mais47@gmail.com

Curate:   The Revd Kevin Martin kevin@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
   01747 229706

Helen.  Pam  and Kevin have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Katy Ashman                               01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday
Office closed from 12noon on  Friday 22nd December until 9am on Tuesday 2nd January

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

At this time of year, as winter closes in and the days become shorter, I always feel a 
great sense of expectancy that seems heightened by the increasingly early darkness. 
Whether this is a hangover from my years in South Africa where there is very little 
difference in the length of the days and Christmas is in the heat of summer, or whether 
it is a childish excitement about the approach of Christmas, I don’t know. But I have to 
say that there is a part of me that quite looks forward to the clocks going back and the 
long, dark evenings.

There is something quite special in being more in tune with the cycles of our planet. 
Being closer to the earth, as those in our farming communities know, gives us a sense 
of our interdependence with all of creation, and brings its own sense of holiness. Each 
season is different and special and somehow brings our faith and trust in God more 
into focus.

The seasons of the Church tend to reflect the natural seasons of the year (at least they 
do here in the northern hemisphere), particularly Advent and Lent. Winter is a time of 
waiting, preparing the land to receive the new crops. Things that do grow throughout 
winter grow more slowly, seeds that fell in the late summer and autumn hibernate in 
the ground waiting for the warmth of the spring sunshine to awaken the life in them. 
Many animals do, too, slowing down their body clocks as they go to sleep for the 
winter.

Advent is like that, a time of waiting and anticipation for the birth of Jesus and the 
celebrations of Christmas. Like the seeds in the dark earth, we await the light of Christ’s 
birth to awaken and renew the life in us. Advent is about beginnings, it’s the beginning 
of the Church year and looks forward to the beginning of a new heaven and new earth. 
As with all beginnings it is born out of the ending of something else, an old era giving 
way to a new one: the beginning of Christianity. Perhaps also reflected in our greeting 
the new year with a sense of hope and renewal.

The light and joy of Christmas continues through the Epiphany season to the end of 
January when we have that marvellous celebration called Candlemas, the Presentation 
of Christ in the Temple. After their long journey the magi went first to Herod’s palace, 
expecting to find the new king in the splendour and majesty of the king’s residence. 
Yet, in the end the star led them to the humble stable where they found no crown, 
riches or splendour – no evidence of royalty at all. As they stood on the threshold of 
that humble stable they gazed in deep wonder at what they had found: heaven on 
earth, earth in heaven, humanity in God and God in humanity – one who the whole 
universe could not contain now enclosed in a little body. As they looked, they believed 
and did not question, as their symbolic gifts bear witness: incense for God, gold for a 
king, myrrh for one who is to die.
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Like them, we too stand at the threshold, knowing full well what waits for us behind the 
door. We glimpse a reality that is endless, a mystery that we cannot define and we are 
called to respond by offering ourselves in love and service to this One who has given all 
for us.

May God bless you in Advent, may the light and peace of the Christ child fill you at 
Christmas time and may the hope and wonder of the magi carry you through the new 
year.

LPAs News
 
It is the time of year when there are many events to think about , but I would like to 
encourage you to make a note of three which I can recommend in the next 2 months.  
Thursday November 30th at Orchard Park at 6.30pm there is an impressive Service 
when the Christmas Tree Lights are switched on.  You can purchase a light to have 
on the tree to remember your loved ones who have died  and the proceeds go to 
Joseph Weld Hospice who are so well worth supporting .    Then on Sunday December 
10th at 4.30pm there is the annual Team Christingle Service in aid of The Childrens 
Society, which is held at Motcombe this year. Do come along if you have not been to a 
Christingle before, and if you have you will want to come again! Thirdly do not forget 
the A.G.M.at St Peters on Wednesday January 24th starting with a Communion Service 
at 10.30am.  
Best Wishes to you all and enjoy any events in the Season of Christmas.       
Audrey Hooper 

A Message from Pam Rink
Who is about to start a period of extended sick leave.

Heartfelt thanks to all who have been so very supportive keeping me in prayer and for 
all the lovely cards I have received. The prayer support is wonderful, almost tangible in 
that it feels like being wrapped in a soft, warm blanket. I don’t intend to hibernate for 
the winter, like the animals mentioned in the leader article, so I’m sure that you will see 
me around in the next couple of months, although I won’t be taking any services. My 
prayers are with you all for this very busy season. I hope you have a very blessed, peace-
ful and happy Christmas and send my very best wishes for the new year. 

I know that Pam will have the good wishes and prayers of every reader of Key Ring.  (Ed)



5

December 
Sun 10th     4.30pm    Motcombe Team Christingle 
Sun 17th   11.15am    Margaret Marsh Carol Service 
                      3.30pm    Enmore Green Carol Service 
                      6.00pm    Melbury Abbas Carol Service 
                      6.00pm    Motcombe Carol Service 
Tue 19th     6.00pm    Compton Abbas Carol Service & Village Party 
Thu 21st     6.00pm    St Peters Carol Service 
                      6.30pm    West Orchard Carol Service 
                      7.00pm    St James’ Carol Service 
Sun 24th Christmas Eve 
                      4.00pm    Compton Abbas Crib Service 
                      4.00pm    St Peter’s Crib Service 
                      4.00pm    Motcombe Crib Service 
                    10.00pm    Melbury Abbas Midnight Mass 
                    11.15pm    St Peter’s Midnight Mass 
                    11.30pm    St James’ Midnight Mass 
                    11.30pm    Motcombe Midnight Mass 
Mon 25th Christmas Day 
                      8.00am    Enmore Green Family Festival Communion 
                      9.30am    St Peter’s Family Festival Communion 
                      9.30am    St James’ Family Festival Communion 
                      9.30am    Motcombe Family Festival Communion 
                   11.15am    Compton Abbas Family Festival Communion 
                   11.15am    Melbury Abbas Family Festival Communion 
                   11.15am    Margaret Marsh Parish Communion 
Sun 31st  10.00am    Enmore Green Team Communion at St Johns 
January 
Sat 6th       6.00pm    St Peter’s Team Epiphany Service: Procession of 
                                      the Magi

Advent and Christmas 
Services across the 
Shaftesbury Team
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St Peter’s

Disasters Relief Coffee Morning
On Saturday 4th November a grand coffee morning took place in St Peter’s Church to 
raise money in recognition of the many manmade and human disasters, causing so 
much suffering, that have happened around the world during 2017. In addition to 
refreshments, the event included a raffle and stalls selling, gifts, cakes, craft work, books 
and DVDs. As a result £762 was raised which has been split equally between three 
British-based charities that are members of the Disasters Emergency Committee and 
are conspicuous for the work they carry out where disasters happen. Oxfam, Save the 
Children and British Red Cross have each been sent £254. Thanks to all those involved 
in organising and supporting this event which was also a happy social occasion, filling 
the church with friends and visitors.

Gillingham Food Bank: behind the scenes
The accelerated roll out of universal credit, including for Dorset in November, has 
generated increased media coverage of food banks. Thankfully, the Gillingham-
based Trussell Trust food bank is well established. The demand upon it is consistent 
throughout the year.  It also offers debt and heating advice as well as help with sorting 
out benefit payment delays.
The food locally donated via Tesco in Shaftesbury, Waitrose and ASDA in Gillingham 
and other collection points is delivered to the food distribution centre.  For the past 
year, when available I have helped out there once a month.
The system is highly organized. Firstly, after everything is weighed IN, every tin, jar 
and packet is sorted by “use by date” into the relevant trays stacked around the central 
sorting table. Short-dated items (a month or two) go into a specific area for food that is 
to be bagged up and taken home for use that day.
As soon as the central area is clear, the helpers (usually three of us) have one of two 
tasks to do. If there is a request for a “red voucher” 3-day supply of food to be taken 
away that morning, this is quickly bagged up according to the number of adults 
and children it will be feeding.  The rest of the time is spent packing the 3-day food 
boxes that are sent out to various distribution points in the local area. We follow a 
comprehensive list of items providing for breakfast, lunch and an evening meal each 
day. Once assembled, the fun of getting all the food into two boxes roughly the size 
of a 6-bottle wine case is a challenge. This is when the smaller-sized packs of cereal, 
pasta etc come in handy!  Before sealing each box, recipe suggestions and greetings 
are included. A crucial piece of information printed on the outside of each box is the 
shortest use by date in that consignment, usually milk, fruit juice or biscuits! The sealed 
boxes are weighed and placed on the shelves ready for distribution.
St Peter’s has volunteered to collect the food donated in Tesco each Monday; currently 
we have space for one or two volunteers to help on the 5th Monday – usually 4 times a 
year. If you are interested, please let me know. 
People I have met who have needed to use the food bank really do appreciate the help 
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given when they are at very low ebb; it says that someone really does care, in a very 
practical way.
More information at www.gillingham.foodbank.org.uk

Elizabeth Wray

Social programme for 2018

Recently the Pastoral Care Committee circulated a handout in Church asking for ideas 
for Social Events in 2018. We have had a good response and by the time this article 
is published the following ideas will have been discussed at the PCC meeting on 20 
November. It is hoped then to produce an outline 2018 Social Programme in December. 

1. Winter / Spring  Barn Dance 

2. Summer    Craft  Day on a Saturday to include 

a. Beading 
b. Felting 
c. Flower Arranging
d. Creative Writing 
e. Calligraphy

3. Autumn   Talent Show 

4. Other ideas not yet fitted in :
a. Offer of a Church Party discount to a Show at the Arts Centre, maybe to include      
    Supper
b. Parish Picnic/ Walk followed by tea. 
c. Women’s Meeting
  
For 2019
d. Beetle Drive 
e. Sunday School outing to Pantomime 

Chris Wray

Hip Hip Hooray
My wife and I have both had hip replacements – six weeks apart as the surgeon said he 
wouldn’t do mine until Jenny was recovered enough to look after me! 
I’m very fortunate to have had little experience of being ill; I think my only ever stay 
in hospital was when I had my tonsils out at some time during the war.  So, being in 
hospital and a patient has been an interesting experience.

http://www.gillingham.foodbank.org.uk
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Now that I have been through the mill and am struggling to walk again, I have much, 
much more sympathy for anyone who has walking or other disabilities. I am also 
greatly impressed by the caring and professional efficiency of all the medical staff at 
Shepton Mallet, from the surgeon who did the cutting and sewing up, the anaesthetists 
who made it painless, and almost pleasant, and not least the nurses who did all the 
hard work of starting the healing. Nothing was too much trouble for them and always 
done with a smile, even when waking me up at 2am to take my temperature and blood 
pressure. They said it was better to do it in the middle of the night instead of finding me 
dead in the morning! 
Out of all this new experience, I am just so thankful that we live in such a civilized 
country where these things can happen, that medical science has progressed so far 
that my operation is now relatively routine, that aging and illness affect us all, but how 
lucky we are to have the wonderful NHS.
But, last of all, how very useful are a pair of crutches for walking but how frustrating 
they are if you are trying to do something else!
Thank you to all the friends and neighbours who offered us help, best wishes and 
prayers.

John Parker

From the Registers
Baptisms
22 October:  Sophia Andrews, Albert Burton-Smith

Diary (check pew sheets or website for updates closer to the time)

December
Sunday 3rd       6.00pm    Churches Together Advent Service at St Peter’s
Monday 4th      6.00pm    Late night shopping and Shoppers’ Carol Service
Tuesday 5th      7.00pm    Shaftesbury School Carol Service 7pm
Thursday 7th  10.30am    Little Fishes
Thursday 7th    7.30pm    Rock Nativity
Saturday 9th     8.30am    Men’s Breakfast
Sunday 10th     3.00pm    Shaftesbury Town Silver Band Concert
Thursday 21st  6.00pm    St Peter’s Carol Service
Sunday 24th    4.00pm     Crib Service
                         11.15pm    Midnight Mass
Monday 25th    9.30am    Family Festival Communion
Saturday 30th  1.00pm    Wedding Rachel Shoemark  & Shawn Peniket 

January
Saturday 6th     6.00pm    The Procession of the Magi: Team Epiphany Service at St Peters
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

Situated in Shaftesbury our homes have been providing the highest
quality care for 28 years.  We warmly welcome residents at all levels of

dependency and our dedicated team provide for detailed individual needs.

If you would like to visit us, please call on

01747 854699 (Castle Hill) 01747 852860 (Cedars)

Email:  admin@cedarscastlehill.co.uk
   Web:  www.cedarscastlehill.co.uk
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe
Ride and Stride: Our Motcombe cycling team, Simon Hutchinson, Phil Roberts, and 
Dennis Rink have raised a total of £1031 to date. Half of this sum will be returned to 
church funds, the other half is retained by Dorset Historic Churches Trust, and used to 
provide grants for eligible projects. Thank you everyone for your support!

110th Anniversary of the pulpit and organ
Sunday September 24th was the 110th anniversary of the dedication of the present 
day pulpit and organ by the then Bishop of Salisbury in St Mary’s Church. To celebrate 
the event the service on that day opened with a lively organ duet by Samuel Wesley 
played by Greg Underwood and Una Moore. Greg and his wife Angie had produced a 
pamphlet giving a brief history of the church with the specification of the organ and a 
list of organists appointed over the past 110 years.
Sadly, the occasion also marked the final service with Greg as our organist. In spite of 
indifferent health, he has served us with enormous enthusiasm and dedication and we 
are indebted to both him and Angie for the inspiring contribution they have made to 
the music and worship at St Mary’s. 

Don’t forget about the Rock Nativity! This 1970s musical is a lively, affectionate take 
on the well known and loved Nativity story with catchy tunes, lots of singing and even 
audience participation will be performed in St Peter’s on Thursday 7th December,  at St. 
James on Friday 8th December and and at St Mary’s, Motcombe on 9th  December, all at 
7.30pm. 
Tickets are on sale from the churches of performances, the church team office, 
Shaftesbury Arts Centre and Motcombe Shop.   Tickets £10 adults and £5 for 16 and 
under. Don’t miss the fantastic show, which is a fundraiser for the churches.
 If you enjoyed Joseph and His Amazing Technicoloured Dream Coat, and Godspell, you 
will really enjoy this.  

An Afternoon with the Rt Revd Dr Rowan Williams on January 15th 2018, 3-5pm at 
The Exchange, Sturminster Newton. A wonderful opportunity to hear and meet Rowan 
Williams. Tickets £5 available from Team Clergy.

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday, and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week, except Thursday 28th December. All 
are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.
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Services and events in December

Sunday 3rd Dec                11.15am    Parish Communion (BCP)

Thursday 8th Dec                10.00am    Holy Communion

Saturday 9th Dec                  7.30pm    Rock Nativity Musical

Sunday 10th Dec                   9.30am    Parish Communion
   4.30pm    Team Christingle

Wednesday 13th Dec 5.45pm     Motcombe School KS1 Carol Service

Thursday 14th Dec               10.00am    Holy Communion
                   5.45pm    Motcombe School KS2 Carol Service

Saturday 16th Dec                  3.00pm    Wedding of Samantha Barnes and Russell Shipley

Sunday 17th Dec                  8.00am    Holy Communion (BCP)
                   6.00pm    Carols by Candlelight

Wednesday 20th Dec          11.00am    Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange

Thursday 21st Dec               10.00am    Holy Communion

Christmas Eve                  9.30am     Parish Communion
                  4.00pm    Crib Service
                11.30pm    Midnight Mass

Christmas Day                  9.30am    Christmas Celebration Communion

NB No Holy Communion on Thursday 28th December
Sunday 31st Dec                   10.00am      Team Communion at St John’s, Enmore Green

Services and events in January

Sunday 7th Jan                 11.15am     Parish Communion (BCP)

Thursday 11th Jan                 10.00am     Holy Communion

Sunday 14th Jan                   8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP)
                 10.30am     Methodist Covenant Service at the  Methodist           
                                                                         Chapel
   NB No 9.30am service at St Mary’s
   3.00pm     Messy Church in church

Wednesday 17th Jan            11.00am     Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange

Thursday 18th Jan                 10.00am     Holy Communion

Sunday 21st Jan   8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP)
    9.30am     The Gathering

Thursday 25th Jan                 10.00am     Holy Communion

Sunday 28th Jan                   9.30am     Parish Communion    
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS - 24 HOUR SERVICE - SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS - 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have enough room to 
put them up?

Rate - £35 per head per night, reduced to £30 for associates of locals and 
members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin  bedded room, all en-suite. living room with 
a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

Foot Care
including nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

0748 4855 370

fi ona _billfootcare@btinternet.com

Home visits
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Saturday 2nd December  – 10.00am to 12noon 
Advent Coffee morning in the Church Hall (top of Church Hill)
Bric-a-brac, home made cakes, books, and raffle.  Do come along; bring a friend, make a 
friend!
(please note temporary change from Wednesday)

Sunday 17th  December  3.30pm  St. John’s Annual Carol Service 
with traditional carols and readings supported by the St. John’s Occasional Singers.
Followed by Tea and cakes 

Monday 18 December  – 6.00pm Carol Singing Around Enmore Green
– meet at the War Memorial 
Followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Pies 

Monday  25 December – CHRISTMAS DAY
8.00am,  Common Worship Communion with Carols 

Sunday 31st December 10.00am
Team Service of Holy Communion at which we will celebrate the feast of our patron 
saint, St John the Evangelist.

January 2018 

Wednesday 3 January 10.00am to 12 noon
Coffee morning in the Church Hall (top of Church Hill)
Bric-a-brac, home made cakes and a jolly chat and a rest after all the Christmas 
activities. 

From the Registers

Baptism
6th August             Henry James William Coffin

Funerals 
6th July   Joan Krautschneider
21st July    Charles Ingram
28th July     Joyce Wright
22nd August    Jean Denman
14 October    Peter Stacey
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

St Thomas East Orchard

To keep you up to date with the closure process. The draft proposals which include 
input from parishioners can now go ahead. Documentation is almost ready to send to 
the Bishop, then the Church Commissioners. 
No decisions on the future of the building will be made until the above processes have 
been completed.

Tea and Chat
The November Tea and Chat was held at Marsh Farm Bungalow, home of Ron and 
Audrey Trim. Thank you both for your hospitality.  Thank you to Phil and Rita Stranger 
for hosting in October.
There will not be a Tea and Chat in December. We will start again in 2018. 

The Fish and Chip Quiz held in October made a profit of £600. Thanks to all who 
supported the evening by entering a team or donating Raffle prizes and the helpers in 
the kitchen, especially Phil and Lynn Stranger for the Fish and Chip run.  

Christmas Bazaar 
Saturday 2nd December at Higher Keybrook Farm, home of Michael and Angela Bone.  
We look forward to seeing you there. Funds raised will be used to help with the 
expenses of running  The Orchards Parish as income has decreased over recent months.
Please contact Angela on 01747 812278. 

Plant Sale. The Orchards will host the 2018 Plant Sale. John and Maureen Stranger of 
Vale Farm West Orchard have offered to host this money raiser. We will decide a date in 
the new year.

Christmas Services 
Carol Service Sunday 17th December at 11.15am at St Margaret’s Margaret Marsh
Carol Service Thursday 21st of December at 6.30 pm at  St Luke’s West Orchard
Christmas Day Communion at St Margaret’s Margaret Marsh. Time TBC

Ride and Stride
Do Trowbridge, her daughter Amy and grandsons Harvey, Monty and Sunny raised 
£308 on the Dorset Historic Churches Trust Ride and Stride, half of which comes back to 
St Margaret’s.  They reported it was great fun and would like to thank their sponsors. 
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com

Heaven-Haven

I have desired to go 
Where springs not fail,

To fields where flies no sharp and sided hail
And  few lilies blow.

And I have asked to be
Where no storms come,

Where the green swell is in the havens dumb, 
And out of the swing of the sea.

Gerard Manley Hopkins SJ
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas
Services in December and January 2018

December 
3rd December         9.30 a.m Parish Communion - First Sunday of Advent
8th December         8.30 a.m Church Breakfast
10th December    11.15 a.m Parish Communion
17th December      6.00 p.m Carols by Candlelight 
24th December          10 p.m Midnight Mass: traditional communion
25th December      1:15 a.m   Family communion

January 2018
7th January              9.30 a.m Parish Communion
12thJanuary            8.30 a.m Church Breakfast
14th January        11:15 a.m Parish Communion
21st January    No service at St Thomas’s. 
28th January        11.15 a.m Matins

Christmas Flowers

On Saturday 16th December - starting at 10am, we will be decorating the church with 
foliage and berries ready for the carol service on 17th December. Gifts of suitable 
foliage and berries would be much appreciated.  To facilitate planning, if anyone on the 
flower rota is unable to come, please let either Valerie or Ann know. We look forward to 
seeing you all there..t

Coffee Morning for Macmillan Nurses

The Kays’ barn at Manor Farm provided an ideal setting for a coffee morning in aid of 
Macmillan Nurses.  It was supported by a good number of villagers of different ages, 
and no surprise considering the tasty cakes and biscuits on sale for an excellent cause.  
The amount raised was £613.00.

Flower Arranging Demonstration

The total sum of £330 was raised after expenses which will be used towards St Thomas’s 
Preservation Society funds.  Thank you to everyone who came and supported this 
event.  It was a very interesting afternoon with Sue Minshaw’s entertaining snippets 
on her life at Shaftesbury School, while she educated us with her attractive flower 
arrangements.  This talk was followed by a delicious tea with sandwiches, scones, and 
homemade cakes.
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 ST THOMAS’S CHURCH PRESERVATION SOCIETY
CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING

Saturday 2nd December from 10.30am to 12.30pm
In Melbury Abbas Village Hall

Gifts, Cakes, Bric-a-brac, Books, Raffle, Christmas decorations & Wreaths,
Local producers’ stalls including Honey, Leather goods, Pet Portraits, Candles and 

Charcuterie 
Sit down for coffee, home-made cake and a chat in our café corner.

Bob Breach – Local Poet
Bob lives in East Melbury and celebrated his 90th birthday in September.  His collection 
of poems about the local countryside ‘Evergreen and Eighty’ was published in 2008.  He 
plans to publish another collection before Christmas ‘Evergreen and Ninety’, priced at 
£5.00 and any profits will go to Cancer Research UK. Bob entered poems in the Mere 
Literary Festival and 2 were awarded Certificates of Distinction.  One of the poems ‘A 
Tale of Two Chairs’ is printed here:

A Tale of Two Chairs

A fine chair, that one, with arms
It watches the other,
Nothing there except the light
Shines and shadows, seat and cushion

Once upon a time there were conversations:
Shares rising, shares falling
Those snowdrops in the west hedge
Preening politicians in the day’s cartoon
New the first aubretia, tough those violets

How silent now,
Watching each the other
Sharing the shaft of sun
Cerebrations hanging invisible
Unspoken, abstract, awaiting a beginning that does not happen.

I understand
The chair I sit in is empty too

(Bob’s wife, Sue, is now resident in St Denis Lodge, Shaftesbury)
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St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

TLC FOR YOUR GARDEN

Borders, clearing, hedges up to 
6ft maintained.

All weathers
Honest and reliable

Call to arrange a chat
Joe Hashman 07711 032697

andrewward57@btinternet.com
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St James’ 

The East Window of St James’ Church  
Set at the East end of the chancel, behind the altar, this stained glass window has been 
a focus for over 130 years for our worship with its glowing images of the birth, life, 
death and resurrection of Christ.
With the growth of St James’ village, and the revival of the Christian faith in Victorian 
England, it was decided to build a new church on the site of the previous ancient 
building. The new St James’ Church was designed by the architect T.H. Wyatt and 
consecrated in 1866. The present East Window was installed by two of the leading 
Victorian designers of stained glass, John Richard Clayton and Alfred Bell. It was 
designed and made in their studios and workshops in Regent Street, London. Their 
many prestigious commissions included the West window at King’s College Cambridge, 
the mosaics at Westminster Cathedral and the Albert Memorial in Hyde Park, Truro 
Cathedral and, internationally, other churches and universities in Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand.
Clayton and Bell were renowned for the freshness and brilliance of the colours of their 
stained glass windows, and the quality of the  draughtsmanship with its Pre-Raphaelite 
influences. They were masters of story-telling, especially with our scenes from the 
Biblical narrative of the birth, life, crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, together with 
the symbols of the four Gospels, vividly depicted in the five main lights and 16 tracery 
pieces in the St James East Window.

THE EAST WINDOW IS DETERIORATING AND REQUIRES MAJOR RESTORATION.
According to the specialist report received, the glass is intact but the surrounding 
stonework has deteriorated and moved, pulling away the outside leading from the 
glass, and daylight can be seen through these cracks. Some of the stone window sills 
are cracked. The external secondary glazing is no longer fit for purpose as it lets in 
water and needs replacing. There are Health and Safety concerns about the risk of 
falling masonry if no remedial work is carried out.
Cost of remedial work (May 2016 estimate) is £14,695 plus the cost of external fixed 
scaffolding, estimate for this not yet received.
What you could do to help - Please consider making a donation., by cheque payable 
to St James’ PCC, writing on the reverse St James’ East Window Appeal and send to 
Shaftesbury Team Office.  If gift aided, the tax relief makes this donation even more 
valuable.
We have so far received around £4,000 but we have a long way to go!   
 
Abbey School - Abbey School is to be congratulated on achieving ‘Good’ status in a 
recent SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools) inspection. The 
report mentions the high quality of leadership shown by the Head and her Deputy in 
the teaching of R.E. throughout the school and also the very important links with St. 
James’ church.
Applications have been received for the post of Headteacher as Mrs Sandy wishes to 
retire next year.
Preparations for Christmas activities are under way, to the delight of the children.
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Pilgrim Service on Sunday 12th November – 
Our theme this month was ‘Dig Deep!’. Pilgrim finds himself in the middle of an arid 
wasteland – dry, and the sun is beating down.
His water bottle is empty and he knows that somewhere, under his feet, there is water, 
so he starts to dig. He doesn’t know how deep he has to go – all he does know is that 
there is water there, somewhere, so he paces himself as his labour may be long.
How he wishes he was a water diviner – surely a God-given gift? – but he just has to rely 
on his own strength, both physical and spiritual.
Our December Pilgrim Service is on Sunday 10th at 6pm. Do come and share the 
experience with us, and enjoy hospitality afterwards – you will be very welcome!

Santiago de Compostela Cathedral
Berthed at La Coruňa in Spain on MV Columbus recently, I was delighted to find that 
the above cathedral, the final resting place of St James, was just a taxi ride away. 
The magnificent cathedral and beautiful medieval city combine to make this one of 
Spain’s most popular attractions and the cathedral is Spain’s most celebrated place 
of pilgrimage. The cathedral was built in the 12th century Romanesque style but has 
additions and alterations, including the hghly ornate Obradoiro facade from the 18th 
century. Walking under the Portico de la Gloria, one can see the rich interior including 
the High Altar. At the base of the central pillar is the Tree of Jesse, where pilgrims have 
long paused to place a hand, a gesture that, repeated over the centuries, has worn 
finger-sized indentations in the stone.
Early chronicles suggested that after his death, Saint James’s remains were transported 
from Jerusalem to the northern coast of Spain where they were buried contra mare 
Britannicum, “close to the British sea”. The location of the tomb, however, remained 
a mystery until, centuries later, in about 814, the tomb was rediscovered. Bishop 
Teodomir, the local bishop, proclaimed the remains to be those of Saint James, long 
believed to have been buried in the region. After learning of the discovery, King 
Alfonso II journeyed to the site to venerate the relics and ordered that a church be 
built on the spot. The modest church established by King Alfonso later grew into the 
Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela, the ultimate destination of pilgrims travelling the 
Way of Saint James. 
Unfortunately the lengthy queue of people waiting, and the limited time ashore, meant 
that I didn’t have time to visit the tomb itself but I hope I may have the opportunity to 
do so another time.          
JRL.

From the Registers
Funerals
Monday      2nd October – Louisa Pike
Saturday 14th October -  Peter Stacey, followed by burial at St John’s

Baptism
Sunday 12th November - Harrison Louie Aldridge
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Dates for Your Diary

Sunday 3rd December        5.00pm    St John Ambulance Christingle Service
Sunday 10th December     6.00pm    Pilgrim Service
Tuesday 12th  December   2.00pm    Abbey School Reception Class Nativity Play                     
                                                                     in school
Thursday 14th December  2.00pm    Abbey School Carol Service in church
Saturday 16th December  4.30pm     St James’ Christingle Service 
Thursday 21st December  7.00pm     Carols by Candlelight followed by mulled wine and      
                                                                     mince pies
Sunday 24th Decembert    9.30am    Communion, 4th Sunday in Advent
Christmas Eve                    11.30pm    Midnight Service
Christmas Day                      9.30am    Family Festival Service
Sunday 31st December    10.00am    Team Service at St John’s, Enmore Green 

Team Service Collection
The collection taken at the team service on Sunday 29th October amounted to 
£434.27, of which £268.00 was gift aided. This means that a further £67.00 can be 
added in respect of tax that can be claimed.  A payment of £501.27 has therefore 
been sent to the Salisbury Diocese for the benefit of the Sudan appeal.

John Hunt - Team Treasurer

Children’s Society Christingle Services: 
 St Mary’s, Motcombe on Sunday 10 December and St James’ on Saturday 16 
December.  Both at 4.30pm. 
This year, two Team Christingle Services will be held  on the dates and times shown 
above.  These short, part candle-lit celebrations have become a traditional part of 
the Christmas season for young children and adults alike.  Please come along and 
enjoy one (or both!) in a happy and friendly atmosphere.
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas
Services in December and January
Sunday 3rd December         8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 17th December   11.15 am Holy Communion with hymns 
Tuesday 19th December     6.00 pm Carol Service 
Sunday 24th December      4.00 pm Crib Service 
Sunday 7th January      8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 21st January  11.15 am Holy Communion with hymns 
Wednesdays       9.00 am Morning Prayer

Tea and Stories 
Our next Tea and Stories session will be on Tuesday 12th December at 3.30 pm at Drones 
Farm, Twyford. All pre-school and primary age children are welcome, with their parents or 
carers.  There will be refreshments and craft activities and a Bible story for Christmas.  And, 
if all goes well, we’ll be making something special to help us tell the story of the Nativity at 
our Crib Service on Christmas Eve.
If you are interested in coming, or in knowing more, please contact Kelly Oakley (01747 
812663) or Gillian Cross (01747 811263 gillian@gilliancross.co.uk)

Crib Service and Take Part Nativity play 
On 24th December, at 4.00 pm, we will be holding our popular Crib Service once again.  
Everyone who comes is invited to join in a re-enactment of the Nativity story.  Costumes 
and props will be provided and Scrumpy Jack the donkey will be there to carry Mary to 
Bethlehem.  This service is particularly suitable for children, but it is not necessary to come 
with a child.  Everyone is welcome.

Village Christmas Party 
The annual village Christmas Party will be held in the Church Hall on Tuesday 19th 
December, immediately after the Carol Service.  This is a party for everyone, organised 
jointly by the Church and the Social Club.  Please bring a plate of food to share.
If you would like to help decorate the Hall for the party, please look out for details nearer the 
day, in emails and on the parish notice boards.  

Joint Compton-Melbury House Group 
By the time you read this, we hope to have fixed a date in January for a meeting of everyone 
interested in taking part in the proposed new house group.  If you are interested in joining, 
or in finding out more, please contact Gillian Cross.  It would be good to hear what kind 
of group people would like and find helpful.  Details of the meeting will be on the church 
notice boards and the Team website once the date and time are fixed.

Parish Map 
Professionally produced A3 prints of our Parish map are now available.  They would make 
great Christmas presents!  The prints cost £10 each and can be obtained from Tricia Bew 
at 49, Twyford, Shaftesbury, SP7 0JJ (Tel: 01747 812563 Email: tricia.bew@gmail.com)  All 
proceeds will go towards the improvement of the Church Hall, where a framed copy of the 
map will soon be on display.

mailto:tricia.bew@gmail.com
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Christian Aid

The crisis affecting the displaced Rohingya people in Myanmar has been in the news 
now for some weeks, but has dropped out of the headlines as other world events take 
over. However, the refugee camps are struggling as the numbers increase. People are 
stunned and disoriented. Many have witnessed violence and suffered horrific injuries. 
They need the basics, clean water, food, sanitation and  shelter.  
CHRISTIAN AID IS THERE.
South Asia has experienced the worst floods in decades and more than 40 million 
people have been affected. An estimated 1,200 people have lost their lives and many 
more lost their homes, schools and livelihoods. Again, basic needs include hygiene kits, 
sheeting, mosquito nets and chlorine tablets to provide clean drinking water.
CHRISTIAN AID IS THERE
Sierra Leone. 3,000 people were left homeless by the mudslide that submerged 
entire communities in the Regent area of Freetown, killing more than 1,000 people.  
Emergency aid included food, clothes, kitchen supplies, soap, disinfectant and shelter.
CHRISTIAN AID IS THERE
South Sudan.  The fight against hunger and malnutrition goes on. Food vouchers and a 
market garden project in some areas have given new hope to many families who were 
previously on the brink of starvation.  
CHRISTIAN AID IS THERE.
Nigeria’s citizens – displaced and dispossessed.  Not long ago people in the rural 
villages in the north-eastern Nigerian state of Borno lived peacefully and happily – 
growing what they needed and selling the surplus. Normal quiet families – no threat 
to anyone.  Then came Boko Haram with their campaign of terror – stealing food and 
money, press-ganging men and boys, killing those who refused, enslaving women and 
girls and murdering unproductive children.  Some truly horrific stories have emerged 
– log on to the CA website to read more – and providing aid is neither easy nor safe. In 
many cases the refugee camps cannot be accessed by road for fear of being ambushed 
by Boko Haram so CA teams and colleagues from other charities fly in by UN helicopter 
from Maiduguri with essential supplies. 
CHISTIAN AID IS THERE……..THANKS TO YOU.  Without the support of people like you, 
none of this would be possible and your local committee cannot thank you enough for 
your encouragement and generosity during the past year. This article is perhaps not 
the most cheerful way of bringing you Christmas greetings but they are nonetheless 
heartfelt and sincere as well as highlighting the good work that is being done in your 
name.  We wish you a peaceful and blessed Christmas and New Year.          

SB
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