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Then the golden ears of harvest
will their heads before him wave,
ripened by his glorious sunshine,
from the furrows of the grave.
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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                    01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Curate:   The Revd Kevin Martin kevin@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
   01747 229706

Helen.  Pam  and Kevin have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd          keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 Tel. 01747 tbc
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

As September begins each year I am always tempted to wish people a happy new year.  
I suppose this, in part, comes from a tradition that one of my colleges had of finishing 
the first Eucharist of September with a  ‘Blessing for the Beginning of the Year’. 
It is a fitting tradition as the holiday season comes to an end and we are beginning 
to fall back into our usual routines. At schools and colleges September marks the 
beginning of a new academic year.  At work we may find new projects are starting as 
all members of the department are back.  In our parishes the spaces in the church are 
filled as people return from their holidays.  Hopefully we are all rested and full of new 
energy with stories to tell of our adventures and feeling the re-creation that holidays 
can bring.
As life begins to resume a more regular pattern we may find ourselves considering 
what new activity or course we can sign up to.  Sometimes this choice is inspired by our 
time away and sometimes it is to try and escape what feels like a long period of time to 
Christmas and our next opportunity for a holiday.  We can use September as a second 
time in the year when we can make some new year resolutions.
There are a few to choose from over the coming months.  We have the Team Retreat 
at the end of September when Simon will be leading an exploration in how we, “live 
life in all its fullness in the presence of God”.  There will be an opportunity for the 
younger baptised members of our community to explore preparation for admittance 
to Communion before confirmation.  Also, if all goes to plan, Jeremy Mais and I will 
be running the course written by Paula Gooder on the television programme ‘Broken’. 
More details will follow soon. 
As we look around our Team we will see many ways through the coming months in 
which we can find a new year resolution to engage with that will nurture us in our 
relationship with God and each other.  Events where we can keep our energy levels, 
which have been replenished during the summer break, topped up rather than 
allowing them to run down again.
All new year resolutions are about giving up bad habits and developing good ones.  
As we settle back into our regular pattern of life I hope we will all find new habits this 
autumn that help us to connect with God and each other afresh. Habits that recognise 
the many blessings God is waiting to give to us through the people we live, work and 
worship with. 

Kevin
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Team News

Ordination of the Revd Kevin Martin

The weekend of June 30th/July 1st was special in and around Shaftesbury for 
several reasons.  It was the culmination of another highly successful Shaftesbury 
Fringe, with numerous events taking place around the town in both regular 
and novel venues.  Sunday saw Rotary’s annual Gold Hill Fair.  But for many 
Shaftesbury Team parishioners, the real highlight of this sun-soaked and busy 
weekend will have been two other linked events: Kevin’s ordination in a splendid 
Saturday afternoon ceremony of great meaning and great pageantry in the 
spectacular setting of Salisbury Cathedral, followed on the Sunday by his first 
officiating at a special service of Holy Communion in St Peter’s, leading into a 
very happy celebratory party in the church.  There was a very substantial turnout 
from within the Team at both events and all who attended will have felt the joy of 
the occasion. We congratulate Kevin on this milestone and we look forward to his 
continuing ministry among us.

Pilgrim Course

I will be leading a group looking at the next Pilgrim Course this Autumn. As before 
there will be six weekly sessions and the first will be held on Wednesday October 
10th starting at 7.30 pm at our house, 11, Ratcliff’s Garden. 
The subject is The Bible – clearly a vital part of our Christian faith. I look forward 
to welcoming those who shared in the earlier courses and would be delighted for 
anyone else  to join us for what I hope will be really fruitful discussions.
Please phone me on 01747 850079.
John Fuller 

Team Service Collection

The Collection at the Barn Service was £321.81.  £221.00 of this was gift aided which 
will enable Water Aid to claim a further £55.25 tax.
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Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

andrewward57@btinternet.com

St Denis Lodge
Residential Home
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St Peter’s

Craft Day in St Peter’s – Saturday 8th September 

This will be a chance to try a session of the following crafts

•	morning - Needle Felting, Calligraphy

•	both - jewellery making (beading)

•	afternoon - Patchwork for beginners, Dorset Buttons, Knit and Natter

The cost is £5 per session/£10 all day, lunch will be provided.  The morning session runs 
from 10.00 - 12 noon, and the afternoons session 2.00 - 4.00 p.m.

For more details and to book sessions please contact Ros Wetherilt on 07756 032819 or 
e-mail ros.wetherilt@yahoo.co.uk

 The headless choir.

Many of you at St Peters could be forgiven for not noticing that, for several months, 
we have been without a choirmaster – or mistress.  Thanks to the wonderful musical 
locums, we have at least given the impression of carrying on as normal.  We may not 
have donned our robes in the hot weather, but we have regularly sung the services and 
somehow managed to come up with reasonable renditions of anthems when needed.

To us in the choir, it seems all rather different from normal, not always knowing who 
is going to play the organ or piano and how much or how little practice we are going 
to get on any new hymns.  However we have been so lucky that Margaret, David and 
Caroline have stepped into the breach and kept us going.

Our regular practices have been a little bit irregular but always excitingly different.  
Caroline’s practices are especially calm and measured as we sort out the hymns in good 
order, and practise them as much as we need, before launching into our anthem for 
the week. She is very calm and encouraging and even praises our first attempts as very 
good.  David’s sessions are usually driven by his need to be at some other of his diverse 
activities. So we briskly work through what we need to, with hardly a pause for a chat, 
except when he decides to set a quiz question about some obscure musical term.  The 
prize of a sweet at the next session can be eagerly contested with the help of Google 
when we get home.

Our very own Margaret has probably the hardest job as an insider, as she has to control 
her peers, and her role on the piano can seriously weaken the altos.  Nevertheless, she 
directs us well, picking up on our weaknesses and sometimes getting us to sing all the 
verses of a new hymn, so that, as she confessed, she could get a bit of playing practice. 

mailto:ros.wetherilt@yahoo.co.uk
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as well.

As we are so lucky with our “locums”, one could wonder if we need a new choirmaster 
at all.  We have managed so far but it is a lot of work for them, doing all the preparation 
and their own practising each week.  Also we have always relished the challenge of 
new music and being slowly trained to do better, particularly for the special festivals of 
the year.  I think we all hope that there is someone out there who would take us on.
John Parker   Back Row bass.

St. Peter’s Letter Rack
The letter rack has been ‘refreshed’, please ensure that anything you 
leave there has a name on it, either the recipient’s or your own. This should 
prevent a build-up of unclaimed oddments. Thank you.

Chairman’s Report to the Friends’ of St Peter’s AGM, June 2018
I am pleased to report another year of support for the fabric and use of St Peter’s.
We continue to support the flower arrangers who provide us with beautiful and 
inspiring displays throughout the year.  We have also provided finance for the repair of 
the bells.
We are in the process of updating our publicity leaflet to make it more relevant.
When the gate for the top of the stairs to the crypt appears, we have offered to pay for 
it, apart from any VAT, but including a plaque to the memory of Rachel Caldwell.
We are also willing to pay for replacing the notice board on the sloping wall near the 
West door, if a suitable design can be agreed.
The finances of the Trust have continued to improve, with income from investments 
and donations, including legacies.
The trustees continue to work together, looking for ways in which we can help to 
improve the appearance of the church.  Their support is invaluable, and I would like to 
thank them for all their efforts.
Please contact David Pearson, our Secretary, if you would like to make a donation to the 
Trust in memory of a loved one, or for more information on our work.
John Kitching, Chairman.

Operation Christmas Child
If you are following the 10-month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in need, in 
September we will be concentrating on hat and gloves. If you are a knitter, you may 
well have made a hat to include in your box by now, but if not, hopefully other kind 
folk in the congregation may have made one that you can include. Stretchy gloves are 
available from Bargains for about £1. Scarves are acceptable, but you may well find by 
now that they take up too much room in the shoe box. Please do not include socks, 
pants or other items of clothing. 

In my article in Key Ring in March I reminded readers of the importance of the personal 
link between the giver and the recipient, and therefore of the value of givers packing 
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their own boxes into which, if possible, they can put a photo of themselves. To 
encourage this, and to make life easier, this year we have Operation Christmas Child 
specially made boxes that do not need to be wrapped. They are available from me at a 
cost of 40p. I have also prepared a more detailed gift suggestion list, which, I hope, will 
make shopping easier. The date for collecting and sending off the shoe boxes has yet to 
be confirmed, but, as usual, will be a Sunday in November. Thank you for your support 
for this great cause.
Elizabeth Selwood

Thanks
John and Merle Kitching would like to thank the congregation of St Peter’s for the 
volume of prayer made for Merle during her recent heart operation. She felt very 
comforted as she awaited the time of the operation, and we are both very thankful for 
the great effort people made. We really value your support.
Especial thanks to Edred Bowman, for his email chain.
God bless you all.
John and Merle

From the Registers
Weddings
July 7: Charles Dillon/Eleanor Wetherilt 
July 21: Dennis Landmann/Jane South

September diary
Selected events from the calendar as posted on the website.  Please check there or in 
weekly pew sheets for updates nearer the scheduled date
Sat 8:                      8.30am,   Men’s Breakfast

                      10am-noon, 2-4pm: Craft Day – see above
Sun 9:                         4pm     St James’ meeting for those attending the 2018   
                                                      Team Retreat
Thurs 13:                 1.15pm     Shaftesbury School Year 7 Welcome Service - tbc
Sat 15:                    10.30am     Doughnut Time
Mon 17:                   7.30pm    PCC meeting
Fri 21-Sun 23:                           Team Retreat, Greenhouse Christian Centre, Poole
Sun 23:                    1.15pm    Town Silver Band concert - time tbc

                  4.30pm    150th anniversary service at Compton Abbas led by   
                                     Bishop Nicholas, barbecue follows

Tues 25:                   7.30pm     Sing and Praise
Thurs 27-Sat 29;                       North Dorset Quilters’ Exhibition in church 10am-4pm daily
Sun 30:                          3pm    Christening celebration service
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Bell Street Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018

Domestic Pets and Farm Animals
24 Hour Emergency Care

Consultations by appointment

Sturminster: 01258 472314
Shaftesbury: 01747 850500

Blandford: 01258 472160
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David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com
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St John’s, Enmore Green

After a very hot summer,  we have some exciting dates for our community and hope 
you will be able to join us.

Services through September in St. John’s 
September 2    6.30pm    Evensong
September 9  11.15am    Special Service with the Bishop of Sherborne
September 16  11.15am    Parish Communion
September 23  11.15am    Family Service
September 30    6.00pm    Shaftesbury Carnival Service 

Wednesday 5 September
10.00am to 12 noon
Coffee Morning in the Church Hall
A chance to meet with your neighbours

Saturday/Sunday 8 and 9th September
Flower Festival  
As we continue our celebration of 175 years since the consecration of St John’s, we are 
having a celebratory weekend 8th/ 9th September, beginning with a Flower Festival in 
the church loosely themed on the occupations recorded in the 1841 Census for Enmore 
Green which was taken two years before the opening of St John’s.
The church will be open on Saturday 8th 10am – 5pm and on Sunday 9th from 2 -6pm 
when teas will be served. All are welcome to come and see our little church in festive 
mood.

Sunday 9 September 
11.15am
We welcome Bishop Karen Gorham to celebrate our Festival Holy Communion with us. 
Refreshments afterwards.

Sunday 30th September
6.00pm 
A special additional Service for the Shaftesbury Carnival
All welcome

Special Forward Date

Sunday 7 October – Harvest Praise  6.30pm in St. John’s 
Preceded by a  Harvest Afternoon Tea at 4.00pm.  
There may be entertainment as a rehearsal for our Variety Concert on 17 November.
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Ride and Stride 
Saturday 8th September
Sponsor your local Rider or join in
Details in church porches and on notice boards

Joint Harvest Service at Margaret Marsh on 7th October at 11.15 am
Please bring your harvest gifts to the service 

Tea and Chat
Thank you to Ron and Audrey for hosting our July Tea and Chat. In September we 
will be meeting at Holly Bank, home of Ray and Annie Barnes, on Wednesday 12th 
September. As usual the time is 2.30pm-3.30pm. Please do come along and join us.

Golf Day Wednesday 8th August
A huge thank you to all who supported the Golf Day. Port Regis for the use of the Golf 
Course, to sponsors of holes and players. Donations of food for the evening, raffle 
prizes, drinks and those who helped set up the hall,serve and clear up after the meal.
Look out for the grand total raised in next month’s edition of Key Ring.

Fish and Chip Quiz Night Friday 5th October at Manston Hall. Tables of six, £10 a head. 
Raffle and refreshments. Please contact Rita Stranger on 01258 472331. 

Team Barn Service on 29th July
The inclement weather and late change of venue didn’t deter our congregation.
We must say a huge thankyou to Les and Thelma Gould who hosted the event, 
preparing their barn for us and providing electricity from a generator as there was a 
power cut.
Everyone enjoyed having Bishop Karen with us. The shared lunch was delicious. This 
Team gathering was the perfect place to say our farewell and thanks to Katy, our Team 
Administrator for the past three years.

Services at St Margaret’s
Sunday 7th October Joint Parish Harvest Festival 11.15am
Third Sunday of the month   Matins  11.15am
Fourth Sunday of the month Matins 11.15am

Services at St Luke’s
First Sunday of the month                            6.30pm Evening Praise  
Second Sunday of the month alternate 11.15am Morning Praise and Parish    
                                                                                              Communion
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10am Team Service at St Thomas, Melbury Abbas
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30th 
September

18th  Sunday 
after Trinity

10am Team Service at St Thomas, Melbury Abbas

11.15am
Parish

Communion
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St James’ 

‘Great Get Together’ Weekend
With perfect weather and a mix of church and community together St James’ really 
pulled out the stops to celebrate Jo Cox’s initiative and that of our own ‘mission in the 
community’. Thanks from Andie to all who opened their gardens, gave of their time, 
talent, friendliness and patience (when a group of Italians turned up). Also thanks from 
Philippa to all who set up, dressed the church with flowers, catered, served, washed 
up, cleared away and engaged with our visitors inside and outside the church. The teas 
made £240 for the Jo Cox Foundation and the Open Gardens £700 for St James’ Re-
Ordering.

Patronal Festival – Five Choirs Evensong
The celebration of St James’ Patronal Festival was marked by the Five Choirs Evensong 
on Sunday 15th July.  Despite there being sporting distractions – World Cup Football 
and Wimbledon Tennis Finals - a sizeable congregation was present to hear singing 
drawn from church choirs in North Dorset. The music, all chosen from church repertoire 
written in the 19th and 20th centuries, was expertly rehearsed and conducted by Peter 
Lattimer, ably assisted on the organ by Stephen Binnington. 

Nick Crump and Friends
If you missed this informal concert in St James’ Church on Friday 27th July you missed a 
real treat! Nick opened the evening with a trumpet voluntary by Stanley accompanied 
by organist Chris Mahon followed by Handel’s “Source of Light Divine” sung by Philippa 
Forrest - immediately we knew we were in for quality entertainment. Nick’s versatility 
was demonstrated with Bach on flugelhorn and his own compositions on recorder. 
Paul Sampson, of The Hambledon Hopstep Band, charmed the audience singing guitar 
accompanied folk songs. Jazz guitarist Mike Botterill played a selection of familiar 
numbers from his vast repertoire, including Albatross and Cavatina.
     After the interval our hearts were lifted by Philippa singing Handel’s “Let the Bright 
Seraphim” and touched by a Welsh folk song. Nick then amused us with two curious 
instruments, the Seahorn and the Boghorn, as yet commercially unavailable! 
     Picking an ensemble final piece for two guitars, trumpet, piano and voice may have 
presented a problem but “Summertime” by Gershwin was chosen and it was absolutely 
lovely.
     This was a fundraising event for the Church Reordering Fund.

Abbey School
The end of the summer term was eventful for pupils and staff. Year 6 spent a week at 
Butlins in Minehead, Year 5 enjoyed a residential visit to Leeson House, taking part in all 
kinds of outdoor activities and Year 4 spent a day at Springhead.
     The PTFA Summer Fair raised £1,215 for school funds.
     This year, for the first time, the school organised the Three Peaks Challenge. Children 
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were encouraged to climb Melbury, Duncliffe and Hambledon Hills with family and 
friends and have photographs taken of them at the top of each. The House with the 
greatest number of peaks climbed (St Peter’s this year) was awarded a prize of an 
afternoon away from the school at the local playground.
     SATS results for reading, writing and maths in Year 6 were above the national average 
and reflected the hard work of staff and pupils.
     Years 4, 5 and 6 took part in Abbey’s summer production of ‘Mystery at Magpie 
Manor’ – a whodunit set in the 1920s, performed brilliantly by an enormous cast well 
supported by sound and lighting crews and the wardrobe mistress.
     Families and friends attended the Leavers’ Service for Year 6 pupils, most of whom 
will move on to Shaftesbury School in September.
     Sadly, at the end of this term the school said goodbye to Mrs Sandy who is retiring 
and to Mrs Crosfield, one of the Reception teachers. The PTFA organised a farewell 
party for Mrs Sandy with tea and cakes. She was presented with gifts from parents and 
from the school Governors and gave a talk about her teaching career. Mrs Sandy has 
worked very hard to achieve the school’s success during her time both as teacher and 
Head. She will be especially missed for her musical ability and her encouragement and 
training of the school choir and orchestra. She has contributed so much to the happy 
atmosphere of the school and we all wish her a happy and active retirement.   
  
Janet Wilson

From the Registers
Baptism
Sunday 8th July –      Jacob Calvin Allen
Saturday 21st July – Nicholas George Farrand Richards and Henrietta Rose Farrand     
                                       Richards
Sunday 22nd July –  Parker Florence Pyke
Weddings
Saturday 14th July – Sarah Jenkinson and Graham Buttress
Saturday 28th July -   Melissa Sainsbury and Ashley Hunt
 

Events for your Diary
Saturday 8th September – Dorset Historic Churches – Ride & Stride. Five churches 
around the Winterbourne villages finishing in Milton Abbas for Tea. 5 - 9 miles (you can 
drop out to suit). 
PLUS - Mystery Trip to include picnic lunch/tea – suggested as alternative for those 
wanting to support Ride & Stride that day but don’t want to do the walk.  

Sunday 9th September at 6pm - Pilgrim Service
 
September 10th – Church likely to be closed for the start of Re-ordering.
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September/October – Bring and Share Supper and entertainment to be held in the 
school as church likely to be closed for renovations.

Sunday 11th November – 100 Year celebrations/commemoration of the Great War. 
‘Muffled Bells’ from St James’ Tower.

Reminder  We will be holding our 12th Sudan sale next March but we are keen to 
collect items well in advance. So, if you are moving, downsizing, clearing sheds, attics or 
have a relative’s or friend’s house to clear then please let us know. We are always happy 
to come and have a look and can also help with advice about where goods can go to 
be the most benefit to others.
Please contact Julian Richards julian@archaemedia.co.uk
Tel 01747 851531 or mobile 07974 913878

Looking even further ahead
Next summer we will have a Flower Festival at Pentecost to look forward to so ‘watch 
this space’ and if you would like to be involved please contact Susan Walker or email 
susanmurrayw@gmail.com or Tel. 822500.

mailto:julian@archaemedia.co.uk
mailto:susanmurrayw@email.com


19

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have enough room to 
put them up?

Rate - £35 per head per night, reduced to £30 for associates of locals and 
members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin  bedded room, all en-suite. living room with 
a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

Foot Care
including nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

0748 4855 370

fi ona _billfootcare@btinternet.com

Home visits
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St Mary’s, Motcombe

WHEELS FOR THE WORLD
On September 5th I will be joining a ‘Wheels’ team for ten days distributing wheelchairs 
and mobility aids to folk in rural Kenya.  I am returning to The Abundant Hope 
of Glory Church in Elburgon and working with Pastor Davis and members of his 
congregation.  In 2016 we were a small team of five so were rushed off our feet, but this 
time there are 11 team members so hopefully we will be able to spend more time with 
each client as we assess their mobility needs and demonstrate God’s love in a practical 
way.  Every client has the opportunity of receiving a Bible in their own language 
and praying with the pastor.  For some, the gift of a Bible is more important than a 
wheelchair or pair of crutches, which leaves me wondering if I value The Word as much 
as those who do not have access to it on a daily basis.  

I am often able to collect gifts to share with the clients, but this time due to the large 
amount of equipment we have to pack from the warehouse, I am unable to take 
extra luggage.  If you would like to donate some money instead I will shop locally for 
whatever Pastor Davis feels is appropriate.  Please contact me on 01747 855476 or leave 
it at Brookside, The Street, Motcombe.  Prayer cards will be available in church and you 
can follow our trip on www.throughtheroof.org or through Facebook.

Many thanks, 

Jill Jenkinson

ARCHDEACONRY MOTHERS’ UNION SERVICE
On Tuesday 11th September at 2.30pm Pam Rink will be presiding at a Communion 
Service in St George’s, Fordington, Dorchester for the Mothers’ Union. If anyone would 
like to come along, please contact Pam (details at the front of Key Ring) for more 
information.

SERVICE AT TURNPIKE SHOWGROUND 
Our July Family Service was held at the Showground at the request of the Camping 
& Caravan Club. We were in a large marquee with a congregation of around 50 who 
all joined in and sang with great enthusiasm. Greg Underwood did a sterling job on 
the keyboard and there was plenty of opportunity to meet people and chat during 
coffee after the service. We are already planning to hold another service at the National 
Camping and Caravan Club Gathering in September next year.

FROM THE REGISTERS 
Marriage
11th August  Simon Lack and Alex Griffin

http://www.throughtheroof.org
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SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Sunday 2nd  11.15am   Parish Communion (BCP)
Sunday 9th   9.30am    Parish Communion
Sunday 16th    8.00am    Holy Communion (BCP)
    9.45am    Family Service with the Scouts   and Cubs
Wed 19th  11.00am    Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange
Sunday 23rd     9.30am    Parish Communion
Sunday 30th  10.00am    Team Communion at St Thomas’, Melbury  Abbas

An Afternoon Treat
Do join us for An Afternoon Treat in St Mary’s Church, Motcombe at 3pm 
on Sunday 9th September. 
Let Peter Miller (Violin) and Greg Underwood (Piano) entertain you 
with a programme of light music including the themes from Ladies in 
Lavender and Schindler’s List, Irish folk tunes and some popular classical 
pieces. 
Afternoon Tea with home made cakes (included in the ticket price) will 
be served after the performance. 
This is a fundraiser for St Mary’s Motcombe. 
Tickets priced at £8 are available now from Gill Waine Tel: 01747 
851007, or after Church in Motcombe. 
We hope to see you there!
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas
Services in September
2nd September              9.30am - Parish Communion 
9th September            11.15am - Parish Communion
14th September                Parish Breakfast
16th September No Service at St Thomas’s
23rd September          11.15am – Matins
30th September TEAM SERVICE AT MELBURY

Church Breakfast  This monthly event, held at 8.30 a.m. on the second Friday at St 
Thomas’s, is becoming more popular.  Fourteen attended in July. 

Megan Pankhurst and Timothy Bullen were married at St Thomas’s.  Please pray for 
their marriage and their future happiness. 

News from the Bell Tower

The merry band of Campanologists at St Thomas’s continues to thrive, with practices 
every Monday evening, ringing for Sunday services every month, and ringing for two 
weddings this summer.   
 
August also heard the bells ringing half muffled in celebration of the life of John 
Williamson, husband of Judith who is currently President of the Salisbury Diocesan 
Guild of Ringers.  
 
We are also delighted to welcome Kate Smith to the ringing chamber. Kate came 
to have a look during the Royal Wedding celebrations in June and jumped at the 
opportunity to learn the ropes. Already she is ringing changes and is on her way to a 
round of Plain Bob.  The band is happy to welcome new ringers. Tower Captain David 
Wheeler said ‘It is a great hobby - little commitment and little cost, but a wonderful 
community service and a good deal of satisfaction.’  If you would like to have a try, you 
can turn up on a Monday evening at 7.30, or call David in advance on 07973 443748.

Dates for the Diary

8th September Dorset Historic Churches Trust Ride and Stride
Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood will be taking part in this event and will be seeking 
sponsorship.  Half the funds come to St Thomas’s and half to the Trust.

6th October - St Thomas’s Harvest Festival Flower Arranging
On Saturday 6th October at 10am, the flower arranging team will be decorating 
the church for the Harvest Festival.  Gifts of flowers and foliage would be greatly 
appreciated.
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

Situated in Shaftesbury our homes have been providing the highest
quality care for 28 years.  We warmly welcome residents at all levels of

dependency and our dedicated team provide for detailed individual needs.

If you would like to visit us, please call on

01747 854699 (Castle Hill) 01747 852860 (Cedars)

Email:  admin@cedarscastlehill.co.uk
   Web:  www.cedarscastlehill.co.uk
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in September 
Sunday   2nd September     8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 16th September  11.15 am Holy Communion with Hymns 
Sunday  23rd September    4.30pm 150th Anniversary Service of    
                      Celebration and Thanksgiving 
Wednesdays    9.00 am Morning Prayer

150th Anniversary Celebration Weekend – 22nd & 23rd September 
In 1868, our church building was consecrated on its present site, having been moved 
from the east end of Compton Abbas (moved literally, in the case of the font and some 
of the stone used in the building). 
     In 1968, there was a special year of celebrations to mark the centenary of that event. 
A fascinating scrapbook was made to record what happened during the year and we 
hope to have it available for people to look at on 23rd September. 
     This year marks the 150th anniversary of the consecration of our church and, as 
you will have seen in previous editions of Key Ring, we are planning a weekend of 
celebration and thanksgiving. At the time of writing, not all our plans are complete, but 
here is an outline of what will be happening. There will be more details - on the village 
website and the Team website and circulated in posters and leaflets – at the beginning 
of September.

Murder Mystery Evening – Saturday 22nd September 
This will be an evening of mystery and fun in the Church Hall, with supper included. 
Tickets will be on sale from the beginning of September and numbers will be limited, 
so you are advised to book early. For information about how to do that, see our 
publicity at the beginning of September or contact Gillian Cross (01747 811263 gillian@
gilliancross.co.uk)

Open Afternoon – Sunday 23rd September 
There will be activities going in the church (and outside if the weather permits) from 
around 2pm. It is planned that these will include:

Bell-Ringing and Open Tower Have you ever fancied having a go at ringing? Here’s 
your chance. Experienced ringers from surrounding parishes are kindly coming 
to ring for our celebration service. They will also offer ‘taster’ lessons to anyone 
thinking of learning to ring. Please come and try. At the moment, we don’t have 
a full team of ringers in our parish and we would welcome newcomers. If you’re 
interested but not here on 23rd, please contact our Tower Correspondent, Caroline 
Owen (01747 812166) 
Cream Teas We are hoping to have cream teas available from around 3.00pm - in the 
churchyard, weather permitting.  
Craft Activities There will be a range of craft activities going on in the church. These 

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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will be suitable for children—but adults are welcome to come and join in!

Service of Thanksgiving with the Bishop of Salisbury – Sunday 23rd September 
4.30pm 
Come and join us as we give thanks for the last 150 years – and look forward to the 
future. Bishop Nick will be preaching and the singing will be led by our Pop Up Choir. 
(If you don’t know about this and are interested, contact Gillian Cross before 4th 
September.)

Barbecue – Sunday 23rd September from 5.30pm 
The weekend will be rounded off by a barbecue in the churchyard. We hope everyone 
who is in the village that evening will come and join us. Look out for more details at the 
beginning of September.
.

 
THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY ANNUAL QUIZ NIGHT 

MOTCOMBE MEMORIAL HALL 
SATURDAY 6 OCTOBER 2018 AT 7.30PM.  

DOORS OPEN AT 7.00PM 
 

This popular quiz promises teams of six a lively and enjoyable evening including 
a two course supper with coffee (bring your own drinks, glasses provided) and 

attractive prizes - all for £10 per person. Lots of raffle prizes, too! 
 

Make up a team and support a very worthwhile charity event for children, 
now in its 10th year. Please contact Karen Dickson on 01747 855343 or 

karenadickson@yahoo.co.uk for tickets or more details.

NORTH DORSET QUILTERS 

are holding an exhibition in St Peter’s Church from Thursday 27th – 
Saturday 29th September.  The church will be open from 10.00 a.m. 
until 4.00 p.m. On display will be many items of quilting produced by 
the quilters. Also 5 single bed quilts which are being raffled.

mailto:karenadickson@yahoo.co.uk
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE OCTOBER ISSUE IS 

FRIDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER
AT 5PM

To advertise here contact the 
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@Sha� esbury 

CofE.org.uk

OLD BOOKS
BOUGHT

Should you have any old books 
surplus

to your needs we are very happy
to call, entirely without obligation, 

and, if suitable, make an offer.
We also wish to purchase old

albums of postcards and 
photographs.  Also handwritten 

items, e.g. old letters, diaries,
autographs etc

We have been buying in Dorset for
50 years

Bristow & Garland 01747 855666
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